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PREFACE. 


THE  plan  of  this  volume  was  adopted  in  the  helief  that  the  services  of 
any  regiment,  in  a  campaign  or  battle,  will  be  best  understood  and 
appreciated  from  a  general  account  of  the  operations  of  the  army, 
folio  well  by  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  part  taken  by  that  regi- 
ment. In  describing  campaigns  and  battles,  we  have  tried  to  relate  in  a 
general  way  wliat  was  done  and  who  did  it.  The  account  is  drawn  from 
the  oflRcial  reports  chiefly,  but  we  have  been  materially  aided  by  the  work 
of  other  writers,  and  especially  by  the  two  volumes  prepared  by  Maj.  Gen. 
J.  D.  Cox — "Atlanta,"  and  "Franklin  and  Nashville.''  The  labor  of  pre- 
paring the  manuscript  has  been  lightened  by  words  of  encouragement  from 
many  comrades,  and  by  valuable  contributions,  letters  and  diaries  sent  by 
Col.  David  H.  Moore,  Capt.  Ralsa  C.  Rick,  Capt.  Steex  B.  Parks,  Capt. 
'  E.  G.  Whitesides,  Sergt.  Albert  Mathews,  C.  L.  Gilbert,  William  Beck- 
holt,  George  Stump,  Sergt.  Jai'ob  Jewell,  Lieut.  I).  K.  Brsn  and  Lieut. 
Henry  N.  Penfield. 

The  Author. 


We  were  directed  by  the  Regimental  Association  to  devise  and  exe- 
cute plans  for  the  publication  and  sale  of  this  volume  to  comrades  and 
friends  of  the  regiment.     Having  no  money  in  the  treasury,  it  looked  like  a 
case  of  making  bricks  without  straw,  but  we  have  obeyed  orders. 
r  The  j^lan  of   the  work,  whereby  many  other  regiments  besides  our 

c  apwn  receive  credit  for  heroic  service,  the  excellent  description  of  campaigns 
c  Jancl  battles,  the  faithful  portrayal  of  army  life  and  ex]ieriences,  and  the 
portraits  of  distinguished  officers  of  the  army  in  which  we  served  and  of 
the  Confederate  army  opposed  to  us,  makes  this  an  unusually  attractive 
book.    We  have  provided  more  copies  than  are  required  to  fill  the  advance 
'Subscription,  and  request  comrades  and  friends  to  solicit  orders  for  (hem. 

Hudson  Fitch, 

)  ■  ''  42  DE  2  9  9  A  p-  k.  blvstone, 

^^  ^^  (  :.   L.  (tILHERT, 

i'uininitlrr  i>u    PdhJiattioii. 


(A 


TAHI.K  OK  CONTENTS 


CHAPTP]R  I.  Organization  ok  the  Regiment.  The  work  of  recruiting, 
antl  descriptive  of  camp  life  and  of  home  life  in  war  time. 

CHARTER  II.  -'On  to  the  Front!"  From  Ohio  to  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland. 

CHAPTER  ni.  Akmy  ok  the  Cumberland.  From  organization  to  and 
including  the  battle  of  Stone  Eiver. 

CHAFrER  IV.  Franklin  and  Triune.  A  general  account  of  operations 
from  Feb.  li'  to  June  23,  1863. 

CHAPTER  V.  Tui.lahoma  Campaign.  An  account  of  the  operations  by 
which  Rosecrans  turned  Bragg  out  of  his  fortified  camp  at  Tullahoma. 

CHAPTER  VI.  Chickamauga  Campaign.  Crossing  the  Cumberland 
Mountains,  Tennessee  River  and  Lookout  Mountain,  and  tlie  evacu- 
ation of  Chattanooga. 

CHAPTER  VII.  Battle  of  Chickamauga.  A  general  account  of  that 
most  sanguinary  struggle  of  modern  times,  followed  by  fuller  accounts 
of  Wood's  division,  and  especially  of  Harker's  brigade. 

CHAPTER  VI 11.  Chattanooga.  The  two  months'  semi-siege ;  the  cav- 
alry raid  on  our  railroad;  the  fight  at  Wauhatchie ;  Hooker's  battle 
above  the  clouds ;  Sherman's  assault  above  the  tunnel,  and  the  final 
grand  charge  on  Mission  Ridge  by  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

CHAPTER  IX.  East  Tennessee  Campaign.  Covers  the  period  from  the 
battle  at  Mission  Ridge  to  the  opening  of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  includ- 
ing the  skirmish  at  Charleston,  Tenn.,  and  the  battle  of  Dandridge. 

CHAPTER  X.  Atlanta  Campaign.  Describes  the  movements  of  Sher- 
man's army,  telling  what  was  done  and  who  did  it ;  brief  descriptions 
of  the  numerous  battles,  followed  as  usual  by  fuller  accounts  of  our 
own  regimi'ut,  and  incidentally  of  our  own  brigade  and  division. 

CHAPTER  XI.  A  Big  Raid.  Hood's  grand  flank  movement,  by  which 
he  reached  but  failed  to  hold  the  railroad  north  of  Atlanta ;  Sherman's 
pursuit;  the  battle  of  AUatoona. 

CHAPTER  XII.  Hood's  Campaign  in  Tennessee.  An  account  of  Hood's 
advance,  resisted  by  the  Fourth  and  Twenty-third  Corps  and  Wilson's 
cavalry  ;  the  battles  of  Spring  Hill,  Franklin  and  Nashville  ;  Hood's 
retreat  and  the  pursuit. 

CHAPTER  XIII.  Opdycke  Tk;ers  in  18()5.  An  account  of  the  regiment, 
its  oliicers  and  men,  from  Jan.  1  to  final  discharge,  Oct.  19;  inciden- 
tally of  the  brigade,  division  and  corps. 

CHAPTER  XIV.  Tue  125th  O.  V.  I.  Association.  The  organization, 
meetings  and  proceedings  of  the  Association. 

ROSTER-INDEX.  Includes  name  of  each  officer  and  enlisted  man  who 
served  in  tlie  12nth  after  leaving  Ohio,  with  reference  to  pages  where 
mentioiKMl,  etc. 


LIST   OK    PORTRAITS, 


UNION    OKRICERS. 


NAMK 

Brig.  Gun.  Robert  AiukTsdii 
Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Vrawk  .Vskew 


1S3 
U7 


€apt.  A.  r.  I'mldwin ;'.5  > 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  ircniy  B.  Banning  8 

Col.  Milton  Barnes  ;>52 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Beatty 108 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Samnel  Beatty 29 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair 1S.5 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton lol 

Capt.  Cullen  Bradley 1% 

Brig.  Gen.  Luther  P.  Bradley 3-'3 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Braunan UJ 

Col.  Robert  0.  Brown 324 

Maj.  Samuel  C.  Brown 403 

Governor  John  Brough 141 

Maj.  Gen.  Don  Carlos  Buell 184 

Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  K.  Burnside 182 

Brig.  Gen.  \V.  P.  Carlin lt!0 

Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Conrad 318 

Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Corse 1.")! 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  K.  Cowan  138 

Maj.  Gen.  Jacob  D.  Cox 3.'8 

Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  L  Crittenden 77 

Maj  Gen.  George  Crook 23 

Maj.  Gen.  Jefferson  C.  Davis 247 

Governor  William  Dennison 139 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott.   .   3il(; 
Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Hugh  Kwing ;:f)S 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Manning  Force.       2()9 

Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster 188 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Fuller 270 

Maj.  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield 83 

Brig.  Gen.  Israel  (iarrard 20-5 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Kenner  Garrard SiK 

Maj.  Gen.  John  W.  Geary 155 

Maj.  Gen.  Gordon  (iranger 17 

<  Jen.  I'ly.sses  .S.  Grant 135 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  H.  (imsvenor      109 

Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Halleck 118 


.SAMK  PACK 

Brig.  (ien.  Charles  (i.  Hiirker 28] 

Brig.  (ien.  Benjamin  Ilarri.son. 365 

Brig.  Gen.  William  B.  Ilazen 110 

Col.  Hans  C.  Heg 92 

Col.  James  T.  Holmes 224 

Maj.  Gen .  Joseph  Hooker 157 

Maj.  Geu.  Oliver  O.  Howard 18C> 

Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  H.  Hurst 180 

Brig.  Geu.  Kicharcl  \\.  .lohnsdu 58 

Brig.  Gen.  Theodore  Jones llil 

Brig.  Gen.  lulwiu  N.  Kirk 137 

Mag.  Geu.  M.  I).  Leggett 315 

Maj.  Geu.  John  A.  Logan 294 

Col.  Eli  Long s\ 

Brig.  (ien.  William  H.  L\tle 8(1 

Col.  Arthur  McArthnr 338 

Maj.  Gen.  A.  McD.  McCook t!4 

Brig.  Gen.  Daniel  McCook 2(52 

Col.  Alexander  Mcllvain 225 

Brig.  Gen.  X.  C.  McLean 344 

Maj.  Gen.  James  B.  McPherson 293 

Col.  Robert  H.  G.  Miuty 45 

Brig.  Gen.  John  G.  Mitchell lOi; 

Maj.  Gen.  James  S.  Xegley 65 

Brig.  Gen.  Edward  F.  Xoyes 285 

Maj.  Gen.  Peter  J.  Gsterhaus 1.58 

Maj.  Gen.  .lohn  M.  Palmer 71 

Maj.  (4eu.  John  G.  Parke 202 

Col.  George  T.  Perkins 181 

Sergt.  Maj.  G.  S  Pope 275 

Maj.  (ien.  T.  E.  (i.  Ran.som ."!14 

Brig.  Geu.  James  W.  Reilly .'542 

Maj.  (ien.  William  S.  Rose(U'ans 27 

Maj.  Gen.  Lovell  H.  Hosseau 49 

Lieut.  Gen.  John  M.  Scholield 216 

(ien.  Philip  H.  .Sheridan 101.  172 

(ien.  William  T.  Sliernum 221 


sSee  Rostir-lii.lo.x  fui-  jDitraits  of  officers  and  nu-ii  of  the  l-.'.=.tli  O.  \'.  I. 


I>IST  OK  I'OltTK AITS.— t'n/on  Officfr^'-ConUniiril. 


IJvl.  Hrin.  Gen.  Isaac  K.  Sherwood :W<I 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Sill ••?0 

Maj.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Slocum 189 

Maj.  Gen.  Andrew  .1.  Smith 3o9 

Maj.  Gen.  David  S.  Stanley 35 

Maj.  Gen.  James  B.  Steedman 82 

Maj  Gen.  George  Stoneman 311 

Col.  William  L.  Stoughton 163 

Col.  Kdgar  D.  Swain 168 

Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas 87 

Governor  David  Tod 140 

Col.  William  R.  Tolles 179 

Brig.  Gen.  Horatio  1'.  Van  Cleve r>2 


NAMK  PACK 

Brig.  Gen.  Ferdinand  Van  Derveer. 101 

Brig.  Gen.  George  D.  Wagner 3.30 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  C.  Walcutt 162 

Col.  Nathan  H.  Walworth 152 

Col.  James  Watson 296 

Col.  George  W'ebster 316 

Col.  Horatio  N.  Whitbeck 286 

Maj.  Gen.  John  T.  Wilder.   79 

Maj.  Gen.  James  H.  Wilson 320 

Maj.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Wood 102 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Charles  R.  Woods 1.59 

Col.  William  H.  Young lo3 


CONFEDERATE   OEKICERS. 


Maj.  lien.  William  H.  Bate 170 

Gen.  Braxton  Bragg 28 

Maj.  Gen.  John  C  Breckinridge 113 

Lieut.  Gen  Simon  B.  Buckner 98 

Lieut.  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Cheatham 325 

Maj.  Gen.  Patrick  R.  Cleburne 334 

Lieut.  Gen.  Nathan  B.  Forrest 25 

Lieut.  Gen.  William  J.  Hardee 72 

Maj.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hiudman 103 

Gen.  John  B.  Hood 318 

Maj.  Gen.  Bushrod  R.  John.son 100 

Gen.  Joseph  E.  Johnston 222 

Maj.  Gen.  J.  B.  Kershaw ]23 


Maj.  Gen.  E.  M.  Law 101 

Lieut.  Gen.  Stephen  D.  Lee 310 

Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet 88 

Maj.  Gen.  William  W.  Loring 363 

Lieut.  Gen.  Leonidas  Polk 265 

Brig..  Gen.  Preston  Smith 97 

Maj.  Gen.  Carter  L.  Stevenson 364 

Lieut.  Gen.  Alexander  P.  Stewart 91 

Maj.  Gen.  Earl  Van  Dorn  313 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  H.  T.  W^alker 312 

Maj.  Gen.  Edward  C.  Walthall 361 

Lieut.  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler 145 


ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Battlefield  of  Chickamauga 89 

Battlefield  of  Franklin 331 

Battlefield  of  Mission  Ridge . .  136 

Battle  Scene 372 

Chiekamauga  Monument— GIth  O.  V.  I.  317 


Chickamauga  Monument — 65th  O.  V.  I.  308 
Chiekamauga  Monument — 125th  O.  V.  I.  443 

Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill 96 

Snodgrass  House 134 

Maps 220.  244.  2.')1.  319 


BRIGADE  ORGANIZATIONS 

In   which    the   125th   O.  V.    I.    SERVED. 


To  Jl'xe  8,  im?,. 


Army  of  tin-  < >hio—'Shi}.  Gen.  Gordon  Grangeu,  Comd'g. 

Tenth  D/r/x/o;;.— Brig.  Gen.  C.  C.  Gilbert. 

Thirty -fourth.  Briycul — Col.  William  P.  Keid  ;  Col.  0.  H.  1'ayne. 

jRegiv}f>its  in  Thirfy-fniirfJt  Brigade— 9Sth,  IKitli,  121st,  124tli  ami  IL'-Mli  Oliiu. 

.Tlxe  8  TO  OcTOiJEi:  8,  IStio. 

Twenty-first  Army  Corpx—Mn].  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Ciuttenoen. 
First  Dirision — Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Wood.  , 

Third  Brigade— Col.  Charles  G.  Harker. 

Reginierds  in  Third  Brigade, — 3rd  Kentucky;  ()4th,  tiotli  and  llMtli  Oliif);  (ith 
Battery,  Ohio  Light  Artillery. 

October  8,  1863,  to  September  9,  1864. 

Fovrth  Army  Corps — -\Iaj.  Gen.  Gordon  Granger;  Maj.  Gen.  O.  O.  How  akd  ; 

Maj.  Gen.  David  S.  Stanley. 
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Second  Division. — Brig.  Gen.  George  D.  Wagner;  Brig.  Gen.  W.  I,.  Km.iott; 

Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Emerson  Opdycke;  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  Conrad. 
First  Brigade — ^Brig.  Gen.  Ejierson  Opdycke;  Col.  John  Russell. 
Regiments  in  First  Brigade— To  June,  1865:    36th,  44th,  73rd,  74th  and  88th 

Illinois;    24th  Wisconsin  and  125th  Ohio.      After  June,   1865:    36th 

and  44th  Illinois;  40th  and  57t]i  Indiana  ;  26tli  and  125th  Ohio. 


I.lS^r    ()F^    BATTLKS. 


fu  addition   to   iniiiicM-ous  skirmislies  and   (•onil)ats,  the 
l^otli  O.  V.  1.  was  eugao-ed   in   tlie  following  battles: 

1.  Franklin,  Teiin.,  April  10,  1863. 
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11.  Muddy  Creek,  Ga.,  June  18,  1864. 

12.  Kenesaw  Mountain,  June  19,  23  and  27,  1864. 

13.  Nancy's  Creek  — Buck  Head,  Ga.,  July  18,  1864. 

14.  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Ga.,  July  20,  1864. 
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CHAPER  I. 

ORGAXIZATIOX  OF  THE  REGIMENT. 

(LETTKRS   FROM  CAjrP.) 

Camp  Cleveland,  Sept.  1,  1862. 
Dear  Tom:  — 

Your  infornuition  is  correct ;  I  am  ii  soldier.  You  must 
select  another  room  mate  for  the  fall  term.  My  school  days 
are  probably  ended.  Father  Abra- 
ham called  for  three  hundred  thou- 
sand more  volunteers,  to  serve  for 
three  years,  or  during  the  war.-'^ 
My  mind  was  settled  to  become  one 
of  the  number  as  soon  as  I  read  the 
call.  My  parents  plead  with  me  to 
stay  ill  school  one  year  longer,  but  I 
feared  the  war  might  end  before  the 
year  expired.  We  argued  the  case 
for  several  weeks,  for,  though  re- 
solved to  go,  I  wislied  to  secure  their 
consent,  and  tinally  succeeded.  It 
was  at  the   breakfast  table  on   the 

•22nd  of  last  month,  when  I  mentioned  the  names  of  several 
other  boys  of  my  own  age  who  had  eidisted,  that  ni}'  father 
said:  "I  would  rather  go  myself,  and  send  you  back  to 
school."  Turning  (piickly  towards  mother  I  saw  an  unusual 
paleness  and  an  ex[»ression  of  pain  on  her  face,  and  knew  at 
once  that  they  had  talked  the  matter  over  and  decided  to  let 
me  go.     I  shall  not  try  to  describe  my  own  sensations  or 


('OJ.OXKL  OfDVCKE  (1SG3). 
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2  OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 

wliat  followed.  Before  night  your  old  clium  was  enrolled  in 
Captuin  Brutf's  company,  and  here  we  are  in  camp,  drilling 
eight  hours  daily.  It  is  hard  Avork,  worse  than  harvesting, 
l)ut  we  are  told  that  when  we  get  "set  up,"  so  as  to  stand 
and  walk  correctly,  the  drill  will  cease  to  irritate  one's 
muscles  and  become  an  agreeable  exercise.  At  present  this 
particular  soldier  would  prefer  to  play  town  ball.  Will  tell 
you  more  al)Out  camp  lite  in  my  next ;  must  get  ready  for 
squad  drill  just  now.     Good-bye.     Write  often. 

Faithfully  yours, 


Camp  Cleveland,  Sept.  16,  1862. 
Dear  Tom:  — 

We  have  just  been  mustered  in  as  Company  A,  125th 
Oliio  Volunteer  Infantry.  We  expected  to  go  with  the  105th 
Regiment,  but  it  seems  that  ten  other 
companies  secured  the  requisite  number 
of  men  before  we  did,  and  we  are  left 
out.  The  Governor  ordered  another  regi- 
ment to  be  recruited  from  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  State,  and  assigned  us  to  it. 
I  iltust  introduce  you  to  our  oilicers,  those 
I  have  seen.  Do  you  remember  in  the 
account  we  read  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh, 
what  was  said  about  Capt.  Emerson  Op- 
dycke,  Company  A,  41st  O.  V.  I.  ?  I  do 
very  well.  He  was  acting  as  Major,  and  was  wounded,  a 
minnie  ball  passing  through  his  arm.  His  regiment  had  a 
rough  experience,  but  came  out  of  the  fight  covered  with 
glory,  a  result  to  which  Opdycke's  heroic  conduct  and  good 
Judgment  contributed  not  a  little.  He  is  to  be  our  Colonel. 
He  looks  like  a  liero,  six  feet  in  stature,  a  fine  figure,  grace- 
ful and  quick  in  movement,  blue  eyes  of  the  kind  that  seem 
to  look  through  and  see  just  what  you  are  thinking;  and  how 
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they  do  flash  when  an  awkward  fellow  goes  wrong  on  drill  I 
Ilis  voice  is  immense.  A  thousand  men  in  line  will  readily 
hear  his  commands.  Ilis  home  is  in  Warren,  Trumbull 
County. 

Hon.  E.  B.  Taylor,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Warren,  is  to 
be  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Those  who  know  him  say  no  better 
selection  could  have  been  made  from  civil  life.  For  Major 
we  have  drawn  on  the  famous  7tli  Ohio,  and  taken  Capt. 
George  L.  Wood  of  Company  I).  He 
looks  every  inch  a  soldier  and  hero, 
though  he  is  now  suffering  from  the 
elfects  of  a  wound  received  in  the 
battle  of  Port  Republic,  June  9, 
1862.  Our  company  officers  are 
Capt.  Joseph  Bruft",  aged  35,  of 
Quaker  extraction,  I  think ;  well 
educated,  a  quiet  but  firm-appearing 
man,  very  much  in  earnest  in  his 
work,  insisting  on  promptness  and 
good  order,  but  kind  hearted  and 
fatherly  in  his  demeanor  towards  us 
when  off  duty. 

First  Lieut.  Robert  B.  Stewart,  aged  26,  handsome,  smil- 
ing and  jolly  when  things  go  right;  sharp,  prompt,  imperious 
in  reproof  at  the  sightest  infraction  of  discipline  or  want  of 
attention  on  drill. 

Second  Lieut.  Alexander  Dickson,  aged  24,  has  a  good 
strong  face,  a  fine  figure,  makes  no  mistakes  on  drill,  main- 
tains the  dignity  becoming  the  wearer  of  shoulder  straps 
with  an  easy  grace  that  excites  no  envy,  and  he  already  com- 
mands the  respect  and  has  the  good  will  of  every  member  of 
the  company. 

How  do  I  like  camp  life  ?  Well,  that  is  hardly  a  perti- 
nent question.  We  do  not  don  blue  coats  and  shoulder 
muskets,  forsake    home,  and  abandon  control   of    our  own 
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iiiovtMiients  for  tlirce  years  l)ecanse  the  life  of  a  soldier  is  in 
itself  better  or  to  be  better  liked  than  student  life.  But  I 
will  tell  you  soiiietliiug  about  the  camp,  and  let  you  form 
your  own  conclusions.  It  is  located  across  a  narrow  valley 
from  the  edge  of  the  city.  We  live  in  barracks,  constructed 
with  unj.Ianed  pine  boards,  having  a  tier  of  wide  shelves 
across  the  end,  like  apple  bins  in  a  cellar,  one  above  the 
other,  on  which  we  sleep,  and  a  narrow  shelf  along  each  side 

that  we  use  for  tables:  we  stand 
while  eatinff,  having  no  chairs.  We 
have  straw  and  grey  wool  blankets 
for  beds,  and  our  knapsacks  serve 
for  })illows.  Our  table  furniture 
consists  of  one  tin  ]ilate,  one  tin 
cup,  and  a  knife,  fork  and  spoon  for 
each  num.  Bi-ead  is  sliced  on  the 
shelf  ami  placed  l)eside  the  plates; 
meat,  vegetal)les  and  soup  are 
lirought  in  from  tlie  cook  shanty  in 
the  large  cam})  kettle  in  which  they 
are"cooked  and  ladled  out  upon  the 
plates,  Coffee  comes  in  the  same  kind  of  a  kettle,  and  we 
dip  in  with  our  tin  cups.  So  mucli  for  the  government  fare. 
AVe  get  extras  —  milk,  butter,  })ies,  etc.  —  according  to  our 
iinances  and  appetite.  To  tell  the  honest  truth,  I  look  for- 
ward to  a  total  absence  of  the  extras  when  we  go  to  the  front 
with  some  misgivings.  There  goes  the  supper  call  now. 
Good-bye.     Tm  hungr}'. 


■I  i:\\  ai;t  (iMlJi. 


Camp  Cleveland,  Oct.  10,  1862. 
Mv  Dear  Captain:  — 

Vour  letter  received.  Glad  to  hear  from  old  friends  at 
tiie  front.  The  victory  at  I'erryville  proves  to  have  been  less 
decisive  than  the  people  longed  for,  and,  as  usual,  the  news- 
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papers  contain  some  criticisms.  I  tind  tlic  work  of  ori^aniz- 
iiig  a  new  regiment  qnite  a  ditHcnlt  task.  It  is  almost  a 
montli  since  my  tirst  company  was  mnstered  in,  and  none  of 
the  others  are  ready  yet,  thongh  three  cai)tains  liave  each 
enough  men  to  insure  success,  while  three  othei's  are  less 
hopefuL  1  have  only  seven  companies  started,  and  do  not 
know  where  the  remaining  three  companies  arc  to  come 
from.  The  territory  assigned  to  me  as  recruiting  gi-ound 
is  limited  in  extent,  and  has  turnished  several  regiments 
already.  When  the  call  for  troops  was  issued  in  July,  Oliio 
already  had  eighty-eight  regiments  of  infantry  in  the  field,  and 
also  a  fair  proportion  of  cavalry  and 
artillery,  making  in  all  over  one 
hundred  thousand  men.  Under  tlie 
})resent  call,  thirt3'-eight  regiments 
ot  infantry,  numhered  from  8i>tli 
to  126th,  have  been  authorized,  the 
higher  numbers  being  assigned  after 
one  of  the  lower  was  about  ready 
for  the  field.  We  followed  the 
105th  Ohio,  which  secured  ten  full 
companies  from  the  same  territory 
in  a  few  weeks.  The  124th  is  in 
the  same  camp  with  us,  and  are 
getting  along  about  as  we  are.     If 

the  two  were  consolidated  we  could  fill  and  go  to  the  field 
very  soon,  but  that  would  involve  the  sacrifice  of  ambitious 
officers  who  have  rendered  valualde  service,  and  raise  (jues- 
tions  of  precedence  difficult  to  adjust,  and  is  an  ex[»edient 
not  to  be  adopted  w^iile  there  is  hope  of  success  for  both. 
There  is  but  one  advantage  in  slow  growth.  The  men  who 
come  to  camp  first  become  thoroughly  di-illed  and  disci- 
plined, and  that  makes  it  easier  and  quicker  work  to  bring 
the  recruits  up  to  the  standard  of  efficient  soldiers.  I  would 
forego   that    advantage    most    joytully  for   the   privilege   of 
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joining  yt)n  next  week  at  the  head  of  a  full  regiment,  even 
if  tlie  men  did  not  know  enongli  about  war  to  right  face. 
Write  often;  I'm  alwa3^s  hungry  for  new^s  from  my  old  com- 
rades.    Remember  me  to  friends  in  the  41st, 

Faithfully  jours, 

E.  0. 


Camp  Cleveland,  N^ov.  1,  1862. 
Dear  T.i.m:  — 

It  is  six  weeks  since  Company  A  was  mustered  in,  and 
the    second    comi)any  was    mustered  in   only  to-day.      Two 

others    have    nearly   enough    men, 
^..^pc,.  and  hoj)e  to  muster  in  before  long, 

g^^*«3||^  while  three   others   have  not   more 

than  half  the  required  number. 
The  company  mustered  in  to-day 
has  been  acting  as  the  color  com- 
l»any,  and  is  designated  Company 
C  in  order  to  retain  the  colors.  Its 
ofiicers  are  Capt.  Edward  P.  Bates, 
First  Lieut.  Hemon  R.  Harmon  and 
Second  Lieut.  Ridgley  C.  Powers, 
all  three  bright  men  and  popular 
oiJicers.  Neither  of  the  three  are 
over  twenty-four  or  five  years  of  age,  and  Harmon  is  prob- 
ably not  yet  a  voter.  Bates  and  Harmon  served  in  the  19th 
Ohio  three-months'  service.  Powers  graduated  from  college 
last  June. 

We  are  getting  quite  proficient  in  the  manual  of  arms, 
conqtany  evolutions  and  skirmish  drill.  Having  so  few  com- 
panies we  have  not  tried  battalion  drill  very  often.  We  are 
now  using  bugle  calls  instead  of  oral  commands  on  skirmish 
drill,  and  the  boys  learn  the  calls  quite  readily.  The  one  we 
like  to  hear  most  is  recall  from  drill,  and  the  next  best  is 
the  dinner  call.     Reveille  is  good  music,  but  would  be  more 
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a[>preciated  if  it  came  a  little  later  than  sunrise.  Tattoo 
tiiuls  us  ready  for  bed  most  nights,  and  a  majority  of  the 
lights  are  out  before  "  taps."  I  do  not  like  guard  duty, 
especially  at  night,  but  fortunately  my  turn  does  not  come 
often.  The  guards  are  stationed  to 
keep  men  from  going  to  the  city 
at  night.  Some  of  them  go  all 
the  same,  either  b}^  slipping  across 
the  line,  or  by  arrangement  with  a 
comrade  on  guard,  who  expects  the 
favor  to  be  reciprocated.  We  can 
get  passes  in  day  time,  a  few  at  a 
time,  and  I  prefer  that  to  the  loss  of 
sleep  and  risk  of  capture  and  con- 
finement in  the  guard  house,  with 
extra  duty  under  guard  cleaning  up 
the  camp. 

Up  to  date  I  have  had  no  occasion  to  respond  to  the 
surgeon's  call.  iS^ext  week  I  will  get  a  furlough  to  visit  my 
home,  and  will  then  see  you.     Until  then  good-b3'e. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Cait.    a.    YK(JM.\N>  llMi4l. 


Camp  Cleveland,  Xov.  22,  1862. 
Dear  Tom: — 

Two  more  companies  have  been  mustered  into  the  125th, 
and  I  will  introduce  you  to  their  oflicers,  of  whom  you  will, 
doubtless,  get  good  reports  if  our  correspondence  is  main- 
tained. Company  B  was  mustered  in  on  the  17th  inst.  Its 
officers  are  Capt.  Albert  Yeomans,  of  Warren  ;  First  Lieut. 
Elmer  Moses  and  Second  Lieut.  Charles  Harshman,  all  tall, 
fine-looking  gentlemen.  Lieutenant  Moses  was  a  sergeant 
in  Company  A,  41st  O.  Y.  I.,  and  receives  promotion,  no 
doubt,  from  having  won  the  good  opinion  of  the  colonel, 
who,  you  will  remember,  comes  to  us  from  that  regiment. 
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Coinpaiiy  D  was  mustered  in  to-day.  Capt.  Isaac  D. 
Spaulding,  First  Lieut.  MarsLall  M.  Richards  and  Second 
Lieut.  Ephraim  P.  Evans  are  Portage  County  men,  and, 
Judging  from  appearances,  will  prove  to  be  popular  and  suc- 
cesstVd  officers. 

AVe  have  gained  three  companies  in  two  months.     At 
that    rate   of   progress   we   will    not 
ffet  to  the  front  before  next  Sprino-. 
^         ^^  There  are  three  other  companies  pro- 

jected, but  neither  has  over  tifty 
men.  There  is  also  a  camp  rumor 
that  negotiations  are  in  progress  for 
a  consolidation  of  our  own  and 
another  regiment  of  about  equal 
strength  now^  in  camp  at  Manslield. 
If  that  is  accomplished,  it  may  be- 
come necessary  to  decline  all  holiday 
invitations  and  prospects.  We  begin 
to  think  ourselves  veterans,  alid  im- 
agine that  even  regulars  would  find  it  difficult  to  outshine  us 
on  drill.      My  health  is  perfect  and  appetite  corresponds. 

Faithfully  yours, 


Gkn.  n.  B.  Banning  (1880). 


Camp  Mansfield,  Dec.  1,  1862. 
Dear  Cousin  John:  — 

Your  ver}-  interesting  letter  came  to  my  hands  to-day, 
having  been  foi'warded  from  my  home.  If  compliance  w'ith 
your  request  for  a  full  and  detailed  account  of  my  life  and 
experiences  since  we  parted  would  give  you  half  the  pleasure 
I  had  from  reading  your  account  of  yourself  and  otlier  col- 
lege chums,  it  would  be  ungenerous  not  to  attempt  the  role 
of  autobiography ;  Init  I  fear  my  natural  aversion  to  writing 
and  inability  to  draw  on  imagination  for  materials  wdierewith 
to  embellish  the  narrative  would  rob  it  of  that  charm  which 
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jour  facile  pen  tjives  to  all  your  letters.  However,  you  sliall 
have  some  of  the  prominent  facts  in  the  I'eeeiit  career  of 
your  soldier  cousin. 

I  left  college  with  full  intent  to  enlist  and  join  old 
friends  in  the  16th  O.Y.I.  Reached  home  m  the  niglit : 
next  morning  learned  that  thei-e  was  a  call  for  several  short- 
term  regiments,  and  that  a  squad  of  ahout  twenty  l)oys  tVoni 
the  village,  including  two  of  my  cousins,  had  enlisted  for 
one  of  these  regiments.  It  required  hut  little  persuasion  to 
induce  me  to  join  them. 

We  left  home  on  the  same  date,  l)ound  foi'  Camp  CMiase. 
The  hurry  of  })reparation  kept  our 
minds  from  dwelling  on  the  dark 
side  of  things,  and  mothers  and 
sisters  husied  themselves  getting 
together  little  tilings  that  might  he 
useful  in  camp,  hut  from  time  to  time 
their  faces  would  show  too  plainly 
what  it  cost  them  to  support  the 
Union.  Long  l)efore  the  train  ar- 
rived the  entire  populace  was  gatli- 
ered  ahout  the  railway  station,  and 
we  recruits  for  once  in  our  lives 
were  objects  of  public  interest. 

It  was  gratifying  to  be  so  kindly  greeted  by  neighbors, 
old  and  young,  and  it  helped  to  keep  our  spirits  up  to  par. 
John,  I  shall  never  forget  my  mother's  face  as  it  appeared 
when  I  turned  away  to  board  the  train.  She  had  been  pale 
but  quiet  and  tirm,  trying  to  conceal  her  distress,  and  suc- 
ceeded bravely  until  the  last  moment,  when,  as  we  parted,  an 
expression  of  pain  and  despair  came  into  her  eyes  and  upon 
her  face  that  I  hope  never  to  see  again. 

The  train  was  well  tilled  Avith  recruits,  and  accessions  to 
the  ranks  were  received  at  every  station.  On  arrival  at 
Colund)US,  a   committee    conducted    us  to  a    room    near   the 
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depot,  where  we  were  supi)lie(l  with  liot  cotfee  and  sand- 
wiclies,  provided  by  patriotic  citizens.  Kext  we  marched 
to  the  State  House,  and  our  party  slept,  at  least  tried  to 
sleep,  on  the  floor  of  the.corrider,  between  the  Supreme 
Court  room  and  Law  Library  ;  but  the  dignity  and  grandeur 
of  our  surroundings  failed  to  compensate  for  the  absence  of 
bedding. 

We  were  a  tired  and  seedy-looking  crowd  as  we  formed 
line  at  daybreak  and  marched  off  to  camp.  On  arrival  we 
hastened  to  find  the  quartermaster  and  commissary,  who 
connted  the  squad,  filled  blank  requisitions  for  camp  kettles 

and  pans,  fuel  and  food,  and  left  us 
standing  in  line  while  the  papers 
went  to  headquarters  for  approval. 
In  the  course  of  an  hour  we  were 
assigned  to  a  barrack — yon  would 
call  it  a  shanty — and,  in  course  of 
time,  received  rations.  Next  day 
our  squad  joined  similar  groups 
from  Knox  and  Guernsey  Counties, 
the  tliree  making  a  full  company, 
and  then  elected  ofiicers,  one  from 
each  county  named,  and  Avere'  as- 
signed as  Company  I  of  the  85th 
O.  V.  I.  Five  regiments  were  organized  in  the  camp  within 
a  tew  days,  84th  to  88th  inclusive.  On  muster-in  we  were 
provided  with  uniforms,  guns  and  equipments,  and  did  our 
best,  l)y  judicious  exchanging,  to  make  the  clothes  fit. 
You  will  not  care  for  a  description  of  life  in  a  recruiting 
rendezvous. 

AVe  remained  at  Camp  Chase  for  several  weeks,  engaged 
in  drilling  and  guarding  prisoners.  There  were  several  thou- 
sand of  the  latter  confined  within  a  stockade;  that  is,  their 
part  of  the  camp  is  enclosed  by  a  ver}-  high  board  fence,  near 
the  top  of  which  is  a  platform,  on  which  the  sentinels  stand 
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guard.  In  July  we  went  to  Kentucky,  making  sliort  halts 
lirst  at  Cynthiana  and  again  at  Lexington,  and  l)rougljt  up 
finally  at  Frankfort,  where  we  bivouacked  in  the  State  House 
yard  and  remained  for  some  weeks,  taking  turns  on  picket 
duty,  drilling  a  little,  holding  dress  parades  for  the  edification 
of  the  citizens,  and  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  unionist  fami- 
lies. On  one  occasion  we  made  a  rapid  march  on  a  hot  day 
to  intercept  a  body  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  met  the  hos- 
tile horsemen  a  few  miles  from  the  city.  Both  sides  halted. 
Our  force  formed  line  promptly,  and  a  section  of  artillery 
unlimbered  and  opened  fire.  The  enem}'  was  probably 
advised  as  to  the  strength  and  char- 
acter of  our  force;  at  all  events, 
they  halted  only  long  enough  to 
develop  our  [)Osition,  then  turned 
ott'  to  one  side  and  deliberately  rode 
around  us,  in  plain  sight,  but  too 
far  away  for  efi:ective  musketry  fire. 
We  lined  up  to  a  stone  fence,  think- 
ing they  might  intend  a  cliarge,  but 
they  had  other  business  to  attend  to, 
and  soon  disappeared.  We  marched 
to  a  railway  line,  and  were  taken 
back  to  the  city  on  cars. 

At  this  time  there  was  great  excitement  on  account  of 
Bragg's  movement  on  Louisville  and  Kirby  Smith's  advance 
against  Cincinnati.  We  were  taken  by  train  to  Louisville, 
and  then,  on  expiration  of  our  term  of  service,  returned  to 
Columbus,  Ohio,  for  master-out.  The  87tli  0.  V,  I.  was 
mustered  out  at  the  same  date.  Its  Colonel,  Henry  B.  Ban- 
ning, was  authorized  to  organize  a  new  regiment  for  three 
years,  under  the  call  issued  in  July,  and  to  rendezvous  at 
Mansfield.  Nearly  all  of  the  Knox  and  Wayne  County  men 
in  our  company  re-enlisted  at  once,  and  as  our  captain,  Steen 
B.  Parks,  was  from  Knox  County,  we  naturally  fell  into  the 
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new  STtli.  Wi-  toiUKl  ill  Camp  Mansfield  the  120tli  Ohio 
Just  ready  for  the  ticM.  and  tlie  112th  Regiment  not  nearly 
so  prosperous. 

IT])  to  date  the  cSTth  has  made  slow  progress  in  recruit- 
ing. Tlie  regiments  first  recruited  under  the  present  call 
seem  to  ha\e  taken  ahout  all  the  men  and  hoj's  who  care  to 
volunteer  this  fall.     Many  of  the  boys  say  they  will  go  to 

school  this  winter  and  enlist  for  the 
spring  campaigns.  David  H.  Moore, 
who  was  Captain  of  Company  A  in 
the  old  87th,  is  to  l;)e  our  Lieutenant- 
Col  on  el.  Edward  G.  Whitesides, 
who  served  in  the  87th,  is  to  be 
Adjutant.  !So  far  four  captains 
liave  l)een  appointed,  Steen  B. 
Parks,  Calton  C.  Baugh,  Daniel  A. 
Stinger  and  Sterling  Manchester,  but 
neither  captain  has  men  enough,  the 
total    force    being    only   about    two 

I  Ai-r.  n.  A.  >TiN(.i.i;  iiM,;;,.  ,  :        i         Tj-    •  ■  i    j-i      i.  j. 

liundred.  it  is  said  tliat  we  are  to 
be  sent  to  Cleveland  and  merged  into  another  regiment:  and 
there  may  be  some  truth  in  the  report,  for  no  furloughs  are 
given  and  recruiting  parties  are  returning  to  camp.  I^o 
doubt  w^e  will  meet  before  long,  and  surely  at  Christmas  tide 
if  not  before.     Write  often. 

Faithfully  yours, 


Camp  Cleveland,  Dec.  5,  1862. 
Dear  Tom:  — 

We  have  been  reinforced.  The  87th  0.  V.  I.,  four  small 
companies,  marched  into  camp  to-day,  and  it  is  understood 
will  be  merged  into  the  125th.  Negotiations  are  now  in 
progress  to  determine  which  officers  shall  be  retained.  The 
87th  men  have  served  a  sliort  term  and  the}'  show  it.     Their 
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clothes  lit,  their  belts  do  not  a})pear  to  chafe  :  when  assigned 
to  barracks,  they  broke  ranks  qnietly  and  were  at  home 
without  excitement  or  confusion;  their  officers  are  good- 
looking  young  men,  who  seem  to  know  their  business.  Al- 
together we  are  favorably  impressed  by  tlie  new  arrivals,  and 
hope  another  lot  of  the  same  quality  may  be  found  ere  long. 
We  tire  of  this  camp  and  long  for  change,  but  do  not  hope 
for  marching  orders  until  the  i-egiment  secures  its  full  quota 
of  men.  ^^     * 


Camp  Clevfland,  Dec.  23,  1862. 
Dear  Tom: — 

There  has  been  a  general  consolidation  of  detachments, 
and  we  now  have  eight  companies.  Colonel  Banning's  four 
detachments  went  together  and 
formed  two  full  companies,  E  and 
F.  The  officers  of  Company  E  are 
Capt.  C.  C.  Baugh,  First  Lieut. 
Daniel  A.  Stinger  and  Second  Lieut. 
Albert  Barnes,  all  of  Knox  County. 
The  officers  of  Company  F  are  Capt. 
Steen  B.  Parks,  First  Lieut.  David 
Humphrey  and  Second  Lieut. 
Charles  T.  Clark.  All  are  young 
men  excepting  Captain  Baugh,  and 
have  been  in  service,  Stinger  and 
Barnes  in  the  4th  O.  Y.  I.,  and  the 
others  in  the  85th  O.  \ .  I.  Captain  Manchester  retires,  but 
says  he  will  try  again  at  the  iirst  opportunity,  and  hopes  to 
win  a  captaincy. 

The  remaining  three  companies  started  for  the  125th 
have  been  consolidated  into  two,  and  mustered  in  as  Comita- 
nies  G  and  H. 

The    officers  of    Company    G   are  Capt.  William    Carj- 


Capt.  \V.  r.  Hunts  (18(>;). 
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Bunts,  First  Lieut.  William  W.  Gushing  and  Second  Lieut. 

Martin  V.  B.  King,  all  oK  Mahoning  Count}'  and  young  men. 

King  comes  from  the  19th  0.  V.  I. 

The  officers  of  Company  H  are  Capt.  Anthony  Vallender, 

late  of  the  Prussian  Army  ;  First  Lieut.  Tiiley  M.  Merrill  and 

Second  Lieut.  Francis  Hendry. 

It  has  been  decided  that  Lieutenant-Colonels  Taylor  and 
Moore  will  both  retire  and  Banning 
is  to  take  the  Lieutenant-Colonelcy, 
leaving  Opdycke  Colonel  and  Wood 
Major.  Edward  G.  Whitesides  is  to 
be  Adjutant  and  Abner  B.  Carter 
Quartermaster.  The  latter  served  in 
the  same  capacity  in  tlie  87th.  The 
staff  organization  will  be  completed 
l)y  tlie  muster-in  of  Henry  McHenr}' 
as  Surgeon  and  John  E.  Darby  as 
Assistant    Surgeon. 

The   regiment   now   presents    a 
fine  a[»pearance  on  drill  and  parade. 

A    nundjer  of  officers   and   men  have    spoken  for  leave   of 

absence  to  go  home  during  the  holiday  season,  and  you  may 

look  out  for  me  on  Christmas  morning. 

Faithfully  yours, 


0  " 

u 

i\' 

1 

m'cs 

•y^ 

Ml  Henky  (18S0). 


Camp  Cleveland,  Jan.  1,  1863. 
Dear  Mother:  — 

The  telegram  sent  last  evening  to  notify  you  of  my  ina- 
bility to  get  away  was  worded  so  as  to  give  some  hopes  of 
better  luck  for  to-day.  My  leave  of  absence  had  been  signed 
and  was  in  my  pocket,  and  I  was  busy  preparing  for  the  trip 
when  an  orderly  came  in  witli  a  message  from  the  Colonel  to 
the  effect  that  all  leaves  of  absence  and  furloughs  were  sus- 
pended,  marching  orders  having   been   received,  or   rather 
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orders  to  be  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice.  It  is  prob- 
able that  the  great  battle  now  in  progress  near  Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.,  has  induced  the  order  as  a  precautionary  measure, 
and  that  it  may  be  countermanded  in  the  event  of  a  Union 
victory.  In  that  case  you  will  see  me  within  a  few  days,  for 
I'm  determined  to  visit  you  before  going  to  the  front  if  it  is 
possible  to  do  so.  ISTo  doubt  similar  orders  have  been  given 
in  all  recruiting  camps,  and  thousands  of  mothers  have  had 
their  ISTew  Year's  dinner  and  festivities  spoiled,  while  thou- 
sands of  homesick  boys  are  writing  letters  of  similar  import 
to  this  one.  After  all,  our  mothers  will  be  less  distressed 
than  the  mothers  of  the  boys  now  in  Rosecrans'  army.    *     * 


OaxMP  Cleveland,  Jan.  2,  1863. 
Dear  Tom:  — 

We  are  under  orders  for  Dixie.  Everything  packed. 
We  could  sling  knapsacks  and  march  out  of  camp  on  five 
minutes'  notice.  There  is  a  well-defined  fear  that  it  will 
prove  a  false  alarm,  and  that  is  pred- 
icated (as  Professor  H.  would  sa}-) 
on  the  fact  that  we  have  only  eight 
c  o  m  p  a  n  i  e  s  ;  but  ou r  officers  are 
anxious  to  get  away,  and  may  suc- 
ceed. The  Governor  is  on  our  side, 
and  promises  to  furnish  the  two  ad- 
<litional  companies  after  we  go  to 
the  field.  We  have  lost  a  good 
many  men  by  desertion,  a  few  from 
sickness  and  a  few  more  by  transfer 
to  cavalry  regiments,  so  that  not 
over  six  hundred  are  present  lor 
duty  out  of  751  enlisted  men  mustered  in.  The  deserters 
were  men  picked  up  in  the  city,  and  came  to  us  through  the 
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etibrts  of  ward  or  townsliip  committeemen,  wIjo  hired  them 
to  enlist  in  order  to  till  np  the  ward  or  township  quota.  We 
call   siicli    fellows  Ijount}- jnni[)ers,  and  perhaps  it  is  just  as 

well  for  the  reputation  of  the  regi- 
ment that  they  are  gone.  We 
ex[)ect  to  go  to  Kentucky  or  Ten- 
nessee, because  our  marching  orders 
came  with  the  first  news  of  Rose- 
crans'  advance  on  Murfreesboro,  and 
there  seems  to  be  some  connection 
between  tlie  events.  However,  we 
ilo  not  know  anything  about  it,  and 
have  been  in  service  long  enough  to 
realize  the  folly  of  inquiring. 

Sergt.  Freeman  Thoman  just 
came  in  with  the  latest  news.  We 
are  to  inarch  to-morrow  morning  sure,  and  must  send  home 
every  tiling  of  value  that  cannot  be  cai'ried.  As  I  have  a 
[tackage  to  send  will  close  here.     Good-bye. 

Faithfully  your  friend, 

■if.       ;{; 


Mt.  A  i,i:\  A  Nhi;i:   Iuik-hn  (IstVJ). 


(APT.  Albert  Yeomans,  B  (18S0). 
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January  3. — The  125th  Ohio  marched  this  morning, 
through  deep  mud,  from  Camp  Cleveland  to  the  railway 
depot,  and  boarded  cars  for  Cincinnati.  The  train  consists 
of  ordinary  passenger  coaches,  in  which  each  seat  is  occupied 
by  two  men,  the  guns  and  accoutrements,  knapsacks  and 
liaversacks  making  a  crowded  con- 
dition in  which  it  is  quite  impossible 
to  secure  comfort. 

The  boys  express  their  dissatis- 
faction in  language  more  forcible 
than  polite.  Tlie  placing  of  guards 
at  the  doors  and  the  order  requiring 
company  officers  to  ride  with  the 
men  and  see  that  they  remain  in  the 
cars,  is  generally  regarded  as  anun- 
necessary  exercise  of  authority  over 
free-born  Americans.-^- 

January  4. — We  left  the  cars 
this  morning  at  the  Little  Miami  depot  in  Cincinnati,  and 
marched  to  the  boat  landing,  advertising  ourselves  a  new 
regiment,  as  every  new  regiment  invariably  does,  by  march- 
ing, with  music  and  in  the  best  of  order,  a  roundal)()ut  way 
through  some  of  the  principal  streets. 

Arrived  at  the  wharf  we  marched  on  board  the  trans- 
port. Guards  were  stationed  forthwith  under  orders  to  let 
no  one  go  on  shore,  and  in  a  short  time  we  were  en  route 
down  the  Ohio. 


Gen.  Gordon  Granger  (1.s03). 


*  XoTE. —  Later  in  its  career  the  regiment  was  linu'  and  again  transported  liy  rail, 
liaeked  closely  in  and  on  top  of  freight  cars,  and  no  one  thouglit  of  grnnibling  about 
accomodations. 
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All  order  liad  been  issued  to  furnish  tents,  camp  equip- 
age and  new  Springfield  rifles  at  ISTewport,  Ky.,  and  we  found 
the  outfit  on  the  boat.  The  guns  and  accoutrements  are 
first-class.  The  ammunition  consists  of  a  conical  ball  of  lead 
fixed  in  one  end  of  a  paper  tube,  the  latter  filled  with  powder 
and  the  end  folded  down  to  retain  it.  In  loading,  the  soldier 
carries  tlie  cartridge  to  his  mouth,  bites  oft'  the  end,  pours 
the  powder  into  the  muzzle  of  the  gun,  presses  tlie  paper  and 
ball  down  with  his  thumb  and  then  rams  it  to  the  bottom 
with  an  iron  ramrod;  the  percussion  cap,  carried  in  a  sepa- 
rate box  attached  to  the  belt,  is  then  placed  on  the  nipple. 

Each  movement  is  distinct  and 
always  performed  in  the  same  way. 
The  order,  "Load  in  nine  times; 
load  I  "  sends  every  hand  to  the  car- 
tridge box,  then  to  the  mouth,  then 
to  the  ramrod,  and  on  through  the 
process  in  unison  as  perfect  as  the 
motions  of  a  musician  beating  time. 
I  am  on  duty  as  oificer  of  the 
guard.  As  it  was  impossible  to  sleep 
on  the  train  last  night,  the  prosject 
of    a    second    night   of   wakefulness 

LiKUT.    CllAKI.KS   T.    Cl.AUK    (lSt;3).  ' 

was  not  relished,  but,  tortunately  I 
am  to  sleep.  Worn  out  by  the  tedious  ride  from  Cleveland 
and  the  duties  of  the  day,  the  men  have  retired  early  and 
will  sleep  soundly.  About  9  p.  m.  Colonel  Opdycke  inquired 
about  the  location  of  the  guards  and  their  instructions,  and 
then  said:  •' Lieutenant,  you  can  leave  orders  for  the  Ser- 
geant to  call  you  if  necessary,  and  go  to  sleep."  If  that 
order  would  hold  good  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  it 
would  1>c  a  great  comfort.  Several  oflficers  were  with  the 
Colonel  in  the  cabin,  and  one  of  them  inquired,  "Where 
are  we  going,  Colonel  ? "  The  Colonel  replied  :  "  To  the 
Army  of  tlie  Cumberland  I  hope." 
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"  Why  do  you  prefer  that  army  to  Grant's?"  was  the 
next  (jiiestiun.  "Grant's  work  will  be  done  when  the  Missis- 
sippi River  is  opened,  and  that  will  be  accomplished  in  the 
sprino-  campaio-n.  The  river  will  be  kept  ojjcn  by  gunboats 
and  small  garrisons  in  strong  forts  at  important  })()ints.  New 
regiments  are  most  liable  to  detail  tor  garrison  duty.  I  would 
not  like  that.  The  Army  of  the  Cumberhmd  must  advance 
step  by  step  to  Chattanooga,  thence  following  the  railway  to 
Atlanta  and  thence  to  the  Gulf  or  the  Atlantic,  and  then 
everything  west  of  that  line  will  l)e  lost  to  the  Confederates. 
That  work  will  require  several  campaigns  and  a  good  many 
battles.  We  will  have  opportunities 
for  usefulness  there." 

"What  about  tlie  Army  of  the 
Potomac  ?  "  was  asked. 

"The  enemy  must  hold  their 
Capitol,  and  will  keep  an  army  in 
Virginia  able  to  cope  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  as  long  as  they  can 
get  men  and  materials.' 

That  conversation  may  be  called 
a  first  lesson  in  "grand  tactics,"  and 
is  recorded  here  to  see  how  things 

.  .  m  /-I    1  1  •  Lieut.  M.  v.  B.  Ki.NXi  (I860). 

turn    out.      ihe    Colonel  was    m    a 

talkative  mood,  and  gave  an  account  of  the  movements  and 

battles  of  the  past  year  that  was  very  interesting.    We  begin 

to  see  the  relation  of  rivers  and  railways  to  the  movements  of 

armies,  and  to  see  why  the  armies  have  followed  one  or  the 

other. 

January  5. — When  reveille  sounded  this  morning  we 
rubbed  our  eye«  open  and  discovered  that  our  transport  was 
lying  at  the  wharf  in  Louisville.  Colonel  Opdycke  had  been 
ordered  to  report  on  arrival  to  Brigadier-General  P>oyle,  and 
the  latter  ordered  the  regiment  to  go  into  camp  at  the 
southern  edge  of  the  city,  where  during  the  day  we  pitched 
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our  new  teiit.s,  and  bei^'in  to  realize  that  barracks  Avitli  soft 
pine  bunks  were,  after  all,  superior  to  tents  minus  stoves  or 
floorino;  or  even  straw. 

The  m-en  have  been  supplied  with  the  old-fasliioned 
Sibley  tent.  The  tent  is  about  lifteen  feet  high  and  as  many 
in  diameter  at  the  bottom,  the  canvas  extending  in  a  straight 
line  from  the  top  of  the  center-pole  to  the  ground,  having  a 
slit  in  one  side  for  an  entrance.  One  can  stand  erect  at  the 
center-pole,  and  can  sit  on  the  ground  a  few  feet  farther  from 
the  center.  Their  bulk  and  weight  make  them  unlit  for 
active  campaigning.       Major  Wood  is   accompanied   by  his 

good  wife,  and  their  tent  has  been 
erected  and  furnished  with  extra 
care.  The  presence  of  even  one 
lady  in  camp  has  a  civilizing  effect 
on  all  of  us. 

January  6. — An  order  was  re- 
ceived from  General  Boyle  to  have 
the  men  supplied  with  rations  and 
ammunition  and  ready  to  move. 

The  order  to  prepare  to  move 
does  not  interrupt  the  routine  of 
camp  life  for  an  hour.  Colonel 
Opdycke  issued  an  order  for  the 
officers'  school  to  resume  daily  recitations,  and  for  regular 
drills,  the  latter  to  consist^of  company  drill  in  the  forenoon 
and  battalion  drill  in  the  afternoon.  Six  hours'  drill  daily 
"when  the  weather  })ermits,  added  to  fatigue  dut}-,  that  is, 
cleaning  up  the  camp,  and  guard  duty,  with  dress  parade, 
will  leave  little  spare  time  on  short  W'inter  da3's.  Many  of 
the  boys  consider  the  incessant  drill  an  unnecessary  hard- 
ship, believing  the  regiment  to  be  already  well  versed  and 
sufficient!}- practiced  in  all  the'movements  and  in  the  manual 
of  arms.  Indeed,  few  regiments  have  gone  to  the  field  as 
well  drilled,  but  the  Colonel  says  the  daily  drill  will  iitxer 
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stop  except  in  the  midst  of  an  active  campaign.  In  time  the 
boys  will  regard  it,  as  their  comman.der  does,  an  essential  to 
keep  muscles  solid  for  inevitable  long  marches  and  the  liard 
work  of  active  campaigning. 

January  11. — It  rained  all  last  night.  CMear  to-day  Init 
no  drills.  The  regiment  acted  as  a  funeral  escort  at  the 
funeral  of  Col,  James  B,  Forman,  15th  Kentucky  Infantry, 
this  afternoon,  and  are  elated  by  hearing  many  compliments 
from  bystanders.     We  did  do  well. 

January  12. — John  Badenborrough,  Company  G,  aged 
44,  died  yesterday  in  the  regimetal  hospital  here  in  Camp 
Opdycke,  and  was  buried  to-day  with  honors  of  war  in  Cave 
Hill  Cemeter}',  his  grave  l)eing  Xo.  17,  in  Section  B,  Row  9. 
Colonel  Opdjx-ke  and  Adjutant  Whiteside  Avent  to  Ohio 
to-day. 

January'  14.  —  Drills  have  been  interrupted  to-day  by 
continnons  rainfall.  Some  of  the  tents  leaked,  and  a  good 
many  men  are  uncomfortable.  It 
grew  colder  towards  night,  and  at 
this  time,  9  p.  m.,  is  snowing  steadily. 

In  the  officers'  school  to-day  the 
Colonel  asked  an  unexpected  ques- 
tion having  no  apparent  connection 
with  the  lesson,  and  the  answei'  to 
which  does  not  appear  in  any  of  the 
books  we  have  :  "Why  are  the  com- 
panies arranged  from  riglit  to  left, 
A,  F,  D,  I,  C,  H,  E,  K,  G,  B,  instead 
of  A,  B,  C,  D,  etc.  ?  "  It  was  evident 
that  none  of  the  line  officers  had  con- 
sidered the  subject,  as  no  one  answered  [)roniptly  and  all 
appeared  to  have  their  thinking  caps  on,  but  an  answer  was 
given  presently  by  one  of  the  lieutenants  which  is,  without 
doubt,  correct,  viz:  The  three  senior  captains.  A,  B  and  C, 
are  at  the  posts  of  honor,  on  right,  left  and  center,  and  when 
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the  Icittalion  is  formed  by  division,  either  right  or  left  in 
front,  or  on  tlie  center,  each  division  has  one  of  the  five 
senior  captains  in   it. 

January  15. — The  snow  storm  continued  througli  the 
night  and  all  day.  The  ground  is  covered  to  a  depth  of 
eighteen  inclies.  A  good  many  tents  have  tumbled  down 
upon  their  unlucky  occupants.  It  is  bad 
enough  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  tents  day 
and  night  by  such  a  storm,  but  much 
worse  to  have  one's  tabernacle  collapse. 
By  the  time  the  tent  is  re-erected  the 
Ijoys  are  wet  and  cold,  and  clothing  and 
Ijlankets  are  in  a  sad  condition.  All  were 
good  natured,  however.  Droll  remarks 
and  tons  of  advice,  ottered  by  irrepressible 
wags  whose  home  withstood  the  storm, 
helped  to  relieve  the  situation. 
January  19. — It  has  been  clear  and  cold  for  three  days, 
but  moderated  in  the  night,  and  during  the  day  rain  fell  and 
the  snow  began  to  melt.  We  are  in  for  a  season  of  dire  dis- 
comfort in  this  camp,  but  will  not  be  swept  away  by  a  flood, 
because  the  camp  is  on  level  ground.  The  Colonel  and 
Adjutant  have  returned  from  Ohio.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Banning  has  gone  to  Ohio. 

January  21.  —  Clearing  weather.  Much  mud.  Men  are 
washing  clothing  and  trying  to  repair  mischief  wrought  by 
snow  and  rain  to  our  canvas  homes. 

January  24.  —  Drills  in  full  blast  again.  After  all  hard 
work  is  more  desirable  than  the  idleness  and  discomfort  of 
the  past  few  days. 

January  27. — An  order  was  received  yesterday  from 
Brig. -Gen.  C.  C.  Gilbert,  commanding  Tenth  Division,  Army 
of  Kentucky,  assigning  the  125th  Ohio  to  the  34th  Brigade, 
commanded  by  Col.  William  1*.  Keid,  and  directing;  ns  to 
join  the  brigade  in  Preston's  Woods,  at  the  head  of  Broad- 
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way.  We  did  not  move.  A  later  order  details  the  125tli  to 
act  as  funeral  escort  to-morrow  at  the  funeral  of  Col.  Samuel 
McKee,  3rd  Kentucky  Infantry,  who  died  from  wounds 
received  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River.  On  return  from  the 
funeral  we  are  to  march  to  Portland  and  embark  with  the 
rest  of  the  division  on  steamboats.     Destination  not  stated, 

January  28.  —  Broke  camp.  By  order  of  Colonel  Reid 
sent  baggage  to  the  steamboat  "Jacob  Strader."  At  1  p.  m. 
marched  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Colonel  McKee.  On 
leaving  the  ceviietery  at  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies, 
we  marched  directly  to  Portland  and  went  on  board  the 
"  Strader,"  linding  the  98th  and  121st  Ohio  already  on  the 
same  boat.  We  have  had  a  hard  day's  work,  and  all  are 
tired.  The  croAvded  condition  on  the  boat  insures  discom- 
fort for  the  men.  Officers  have  staterooms,  and  will  have 
slight  cause  for  complaint. 

January  29.  —  Colonel  Reid  issued  an  order  [n-ohib- 
iting  any  officer  or  man  of  the  34th 
Brigade  from  leaving  the  Ijoat,  as  orders 
to  move  were  liable  to  be  received  at  any 
moment ;  also  an  order  directing  that  the 
cooking  apparatus  on  the  boat  should  be 
used  in  turn  by  the  regiments,  each  hold- 
ing it  for  two  hours  at  a  time.  The  wharf 
is  lined  with  boats,  all  loaded  with  troo[)S. 
It  may  prove  fortunate  for  the  eating 
houses,  restaurants  and  saloons  near  the 
landing  if  the  orders  to  keep  the  com- 
mand on  board  are  strictly  enforced,  for  if  several  thousand  of 
the  men  whose  time  comes  late  at  the  cooking  ranges  should 
rush  on  sliore,  famine  conditions  might  be  produced  in  this 
part  of  Kentucky  in  a  very  few  minutes.  Brig.-Gen.  George 
Crook,  commanding  the  expedition,  has  issued  an  order 
explaining  the  signals  to  be  used,  and  giving  minute  instruc- 
tions for  the   iruidance  of  subordinate   commanders  in   the 
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event  of  jiii  attsick  upon  one  or  more  boats  while  ascending 
the  Cuniherland  liiver.  Tliat  indicates  the  direction  of  our 
movement. 

(9  1'.  yi.)  After  writing  the  foregoing,  the  125th  was 
transferred  from  the  "  Strader"  to  the  "  Ch^ra  Poe,"  and  are 
now  not  so  badly  crowded.  The  boat  is  smaller,  but  we  have 
it  to  ourselves.  Adjutant  Whitesides  went  up  to  the  city  and 
telegraphed  for  Lieutenant-Colonel  Banning,  who  is  in  Ohio. 
January  30. — Ten  steamboats  loaded  with  troops  arrived 
from  some  point  up  stream  and  tied  up  at  landings  here. 
Two  divisions,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen. 
George  Crook,  and  Brigadier-General 
Gilbert,  are  now  here.     Weather  clear. 

January    31.  —  Maj.-Gen.    Gordon 
Granger,  commanding  the  Army  of  Ken- 
tucky, has  issued  an  order  directing  the 
commands  of  Generals  Crook  and  Gilbert 
,      to  proceed  to  Smithland  and  Cannelton  ; 
;  '\  \      at  those  points  take  on  sufficient  coal  to 

^'  ^      carry  the    boats   to   Nashville    and    back 

again  as  far  as  Fort  Donelson,  after  which 
the  fleet  is  to  ascend  the  Cumberland  River  under  convoy  of 
seven  gunboats,  and  rendezvous  at  Fort  Donelson  until  all 
boats  arrive  there,  when  further  orders  will  be  given.  Com- 
panies A  and  C  have  been  transferred  to  another  boat,  and 
the  other  companies  have  room  enough. 

February  1,  Sunday. — The  fleet  started  down  stream 
early  this  morning,  and  tied  up  to-night  at  Cannelton.  We 
had  a  quiet,  pleasant  trip.  Not  having  a  Chaplain,  Private 
Joseph  Tnttle,  of  Company  D,  acted  as  supply,  and  preached 
a  very  good  sermon.  We  have  not  lapsed  into  barl)arism 
yet,  if  we  are  far  from  home  restraints  and  home  influence 
for  good. 

February  3. — Our  boat  turned  up  the  Cumberland  at 
10  A.  M.,  and  we  are  at  Fort   Donelson   this   eveninof.      At 
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2  p.  M.  to-day  a  strong  cavalrv  force  uiidei'  Generals  AVheelei', 
Forrest  and  Wharton,  made  a  determined  and  persistent 
assanlt  on  the  garrison,  consisting  of  nine  companies  of  the 
83rd  Illinois,  Col.  A.  C.  Harding,  commanding,  and  the 
assailants  suffered  a  severe  repulse,  leaving  over  two  hundred 
of  their  men  dead  on  the  field  and  105  as  prisoners  of  war. 
One  of  our  gunboats  rendered  some  assistance  by  throwing 
shells;  but,  if  I  understand,  that  was  after  the  assault  was 
practically  ended.  The  arrival  of  the  fleet  was  opportune, 
and,  no  doubt,  prevented  a  renewal  of  the  conflict.  Two  of 
our  companies  were  on  the  upper  deck  for  some  miles  before 
arriving  here  with  guns  loaded,  ready  to  repel  an  attack 
which  it  was  thought  might  be  made. 

January  4. — "Waiting  here  for  the  rest  of  the  fleet. 
Hundreds  went  ashore  to  look  at  the  scene  of  yesterday's 
battle.  Dead  men  and  dead  horses  lying  on  the  ground,  and 
the  general  debris  of  battle,  showed 
plainly  the  lines  of  advance  and  the  des- 
perate character  of  the  struggle.  It  was 
a  sickening  sight.  It  is  safe  to  predict 
that  the  writer,  and  probably  none  of  his 
comrades,  will  ever  again  visit  a  battle- 
field just  after  the  conflict  from  idle 
curiosit}'.  We  did  learn,  however,  that 
it  is  no  eas}-  task  to  destroy  or  capture 
800  determined  soldiers  protected  by 
works. 

February  6. — We  left  Fort  Donelson  at  11  a.  m.,  and  are 
steaming  up  stream.  Passed  Clarksville  just  now  (10  p.  m.). 
Weather  moderated;  just  about  cold  enough  for  snow.  It 
did  snow  lightly  yesterday.     Heavy  fog  this  morning. 

Februarj'  7. — At  some  places  the  banks  of  the  Cumber- 
land rise  to  a  height  of  a  hundred  feet  above  the  water,  and 
covered  as  they  are  witli  ice  and  snow,  the  sun   shining  on 
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tlicm   iiuuU'    l)eautit'ul    sceneiy.      We   reached   ]S''ashville   at 
5  1'.  M.,  l)nt  did  not  disembark. 

February  8,  Sunday. — Moved  our  camp  equipage  from 
the  boat  to  the  landing,' but  remained  on  the  boat.     Have 

orders  to  go  into  camp  to-morrow. 
February  9. — Left  the  boat  at 

a  10  A.  M.     Marched  through  the  city 

and  camped  about  one  mile  out, 
near  the  ])ike  leading  to  Franklin. 
February  10.  —  A  rainy  day. 
Company  F  on  picket.  The  regi- 
ment did  not  drill,  but  held  dress 
}tarade. 

February  11.  —  This  is  ''Camp 
Xashville."  A  board  of  officers, 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  placed  a 
valuation  upon  our  officers'  houses. 
Marching  orders  for  to-morrow.  Traveling  by  boat  is  con- 
ducive to  good  Ileal th.  We  have  few  cases  of  sickness. 
Five  hundred  and  seventy-two  of  the  751  enlisted  men 
mustered  in  at  Cleveland  are  still  with  us.  We  have  lost 
179;  two  b}'  death,  a  few  discharged  on  surgeon's  certificate 
of  disability,  a  few  more  by  transfer  to  cavalry  regiments, 
and  all  the  rest  by  desertion.  We  are  glad  the  latter  are 
gone.  Those  remaining  are  from  good  Ohio  stock,  the  sons 
of  patriotic  parents,  and  will  be  a  credit  to  their  parentage 
and  to  the  State.  The  bounty  jumpers  were  without  local 
habitation,  and  probably  gave  fictitious  names.  Hope  the 
Governor  will  not  forget  to  send  on  the  two  additional  com- 
panies re(|uired  to  make  us  a  complete  regiment. 


Captain  \'ai.i.i;-NJii:i;  (I.'- 


CHAPTER  III. 

AEMY  OF   THE  CUMBEKLAND. 


The  movement  of  Crook's  and  Gilbert's  divisions  of  the 
Army  of  Kentucky  to  Xasliville,  brought  them  into  the 
Military  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  and  thereafter, 
until  the  end  of  the  war,  the  12oth  Ohio  constituted  a  part 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  A  brief  account  of  the 
organization  and  previous  service  of  that  army  will  be  an 
appropriate  introduction  to  the  more 
detailed  narrative  of  tlie  events  in 
which  the  125th  participated. 

For  some  time  after  the  fall  of 
Fort  Sumter,  the  State  government 
of  Kentucky  attempted  to  maintain 
an  attitude  of  neuti'ality,  and  there- 
by postponed  for  a  brief  period  open 
hostilities  within  her  borders. 

On  may  28,  1861,  Brig.-Gen. 
Robert  Anderson  was  assigned  to 
command  the  Depai'tment  of  Ken- 
tucky, being  so  much  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky  as  lay  within  one  hundred  miles  of  the  Ohio 
River.  The  first  troops  within  the  department  were  those 
raised  by  Col.  Lovell  H.  Rosseau,  at  "  Camp  Joe  Holt,"  near 
Louisville,  and  by  General  Nelson  at  "Camp  Dick  Robinson," 
in  Garrard  County.  They  were  all  Kentuckians,  the  Gov- 
ernment not  caring  to  defy  the  sentiment  for  neutrality  by 
sending  in  regiments  from  other  States  until  it  became  neces- 
sary to  do  so.  On  August  11,  1861,  General  Anderson's 
department  was  extended  to  include  all  of  Kentucky  and  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  was  named  the  "Department  of  the 
Cumberland."     Early  in  Septeml)er  the  rebel  arm}'  violated 
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the  alleged  neutrality  of  Kentucky  by  invading  the  State 
and  taking  possession  of  Hickman  and  Columbus,  intending 
to  advance  at  once  to  Paducah,  on  the  Ohio  liiver,  but  were 
antici[iated  there  by  troops  sent  from  Cairo  by  General 
Fremont.  On  Sei)tember  17  the  troops  in  Camp  Joe  Holt 
were  called  u[)on  to  resist  an  invasion  of  the  State  by  a  force 
under  General  Simon  Buckner,  who  started  from  Camp 
Boone,  in  Tennessee,  and  attempted  to  reach  Louisville  by 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville  Hailroad.  Brig.-Gen.  W.  T. 
Sherman,  second  in  command  to  Anderson,  commanded  the 
force  sent  to  resist  Buckner.  The  latter  advanced  to  Eliza- 
beth, foity  miles  from  Louisville,  and  then  retired,  before 
Sherman's  counter  advance,  to  Bowling  Green,  which  place 
he  intrenched  and  held  until  the  fall  of  Fort  Bonelson. 
General  Shei'nnm  went  into  camj)  at  Muldrauglrs  Hill,  near 
Elizabethtown,  and  awaited  reinforcements.  Among  the 
first  to  arrive  were  the  28th,  6tli  and  o9th  Indiana,  under 
Colonels    Scriljner,   Crittenden    and    Harrison ;     49tli    Ohio, 

Colonel  Gibson  ;  24th  Illinois,  Colo- 
nel Ilecker,  and  two  companies  of 
the  15th  U.  S.  I.,  under  Capt.  P.  T. 
Swaine.  That  was  the  beginning  of 
the  Arm}'  of  the  Cumlierland.  In 
October  General  Anderson,  on 
account  of  his  health  failing,  was 
succeeded  in  command  by  General 
Sherman.  About  that  time  Sher- 
man was  subjected  to  severe  news- 
paper criticism  for  expressing  the 
opinion  that  an  army  of  100,000 
men  would  be  required  in  that 
department.  Some  of  the  critics  asserted  that  he  was  crazy; 
nevertheless,  he  afterwards  fought  his  way  from  Chattanooga 
to  Atlanta  in  command  of  100,000  men  in  the  moving  col- 
umn, and  ahiiost  as  many  more  guarding  the  territory  to  the 
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rear.  In  November  of  the  same  year  Sherman  was  super- 
seded by  Maj.-Gen.  Carlos  Buell,  and  the  limits  of  the 
department  were  again  changed,  so  as  to  include  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  all  of  Kentucky  east  of  the 
Cumberland  River,  and  the  State  of  Tennessee.  That  part 
of  Kentucky  wtist  of  the  Cumberland  was  included  in  the 
department  of  Missouri,  under  Major-General  Ilalleck.  The 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  under  General  Buell  was  heavily 
reinforced,  and  parts  of  the  army  were  engaged  in  the  sev- 
eral battles  at  Piketon,  Prestonburg,  Middle  Creek,  Pound 
Gap,  Rowlett's  Station  and  Mill  Spring, 

In  February,  1862,  there  was  a  general  advance  on  the 
enemy's  line,  extending  from  Bow^ling 
Green  to  Columbus.  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant, 
commanding  troops  afterw^ards  designated 
as  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  captured 
Forts  Henr}^  and  Donelson;  General 
Pope's  army,  aided  by  the  fleet  of  gun- 
boats under  Commodore  Foote,  reduced 
Island  No.  10.  Bowling  Green;  was 
evacuated,  and  on  the  23rd  of  February, 
1862,  General  Buell's  army  entered  Nash- 
ville. In  March  General  Halleck's  com- 
mand was  extended  eastward  to  a  north  and  south  line 
passing  through  Knoxville,  so  that  the  three  armies  under 
Grant,  Buell  and  Pope,  respectively,  were  under  General 
Halleck's  direction.  (Tcneral  Halleck's  command  was  then 
designated  the  Department  of  the  Mississippi ;  General 
Buell's  command  was  called  the  District  of  the  Ohio,  the 
armies  of  Buell,  Grant  and  Pope,  under  an  order  issued  by 
General  Halleck  in  April,  retaining  their  original  titles  and 
organizations. 

General  Grant's  army  proceeded  from  Fort  Donelson  on 
transports  up  the  Tennessee  River  to  Savaimah  and  Pitts- 
burii:  Landin"'.     General  Buell  sent  a  force  under  Gen.  O.  M. 
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Mitchell  southward  from  I^ashville,  and  proceeded  with  his 
main  force  to  join  General  Grant  on  tlie  Tennessee,  arriving 
in  time  to  participate,  on  the  second  day,  in  the  battle  of 
Pittsburg  Landing.  The  enemy  having  retired  to  his  forti- 
fied po^^ition  at  Corinth,  General  llalleck  came  forward  in 
person  and  conducted  the  operations 
against  tliat  ]iosition.  General  Pope's 
command  was  added  to  the  forces  of 
Grant  and  Buell,  making  a  very  formid- 
able army.  Corinth  was  evacuated  in 
May,  and  in  June  Buell's  army  was  sent 
eastward.  During  the  summer  a  part  of 
Buell's  army  guarded  the  railway  line 
from  Louisville,  and  the  main  body  was 
stationed  at  Battle  Creek  and  other 
points  near  Chattanooga  observing  the 
Confederate  Army  of  the  Tennessee  under  General  Bragg  at 
Chattanooga.  Bragg's  army  was  reinforced  and  prepared 
for  an  otiensive  movement,  intending  to  advance  to  the  Ohio 
River  and  recover  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Kentuck}'. 
When  Bragg  advanced,  Buell  fell  back  by  a  parallel  line  to 
Is'ashville,  where  he  left  General  j^egley  and  a  garrison  to 
hold  the  works,  and  continued  his  retreat  with  the  main 
body  to  Louisville,  being  obliged  to  march  rapidly  in  order 
to  arrive  in  advance  of  his  antagonist.  At  Louisville  Buell 
was  heavily  reinforced,  and  then  assumed  the  otfensive.  On 
the  8th  of  October  a  part  of  his  army  won  a  decided  victory 
over  the  enemy  at  Perryville,  and  Bragg  then  retreated  from 
Kentucky.  There  was  dissatisfation  with  the  retrograde 
movement,  and  disappointment  that  Bragg's  army  was  per- 
mitted to  escape  without  further  punishment,  and  on  October 
24,  18G2,  General  Order  No.  168  from  the  AVar  Department 
sacrificed  General  Buell  to  public  clamor,  directing  that  all 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee  lying  east  of  the  Tennessee  River 
-and  such  portion  of  northern  Alabama  and  Georgia  as  should 
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thereafter  be  possessed  by  the  United  States,  should  consti- 
tute the  Department  of  the  Cumberland,  the  troops  then 
serving  in  the  dei)artment  to  be  designated  the  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps,  and  assigned  Maj.-Gen.  William  S.  Rosecrans 
to  command  of  the  corps  and  department,  General  Buell 
being  relieved.  General  Rosecrans  arrived  at  Louisville  and 
assumed  command  on  October  30,  1862.  The  troops  were 
then  at  Bowling  Green  and  Glasgow,  except  the  divisions  of 
ISTegley  and  Palmer,  constituting  the  garrison  at  Nashville. 
On  the  10th  of  November,  Rosecrans 
removed  his  headquarters  to  Nashville, 
and  about  that  date  his  arm}^  was  concen- 
trated there.  The  army  was  then  divided 
into  tliree  grand  divisions,  known  as  the 
Right,  Center  and  Left,  commanded  re- 
spectively by  Major-Generals  McCook. 
Thomas  and  Crittenden.  The  command> 
of  McCook  and  Crittenden  were  subse- 
quently designated  as  the  Twentieth  and 
Twenty-first  Army  Corps,  Thomas'  com- 
mand retaining  the  designation  of  Fourteenth  Army  Corps. 
General  Bragg  concentrated  his  army  at  Murfreesboro, 
thirty-three  miles  southeast  from  Nashville. 

BATTLE  OF  STONE  RIVER. 


Wii.LiAjr  A.  CovF.itT,  B. 


On  the  morning  of  December  26,  1862,  Rosecrans  ad- 
vanced, and  after  several  days  of  marching  and  skirmishing, 
drove  in  Bragg's  advance  posts  to  their  intrenched  lines  in 
front  of  Murfreesboro.  At  nightfall  of  December  30  the  two 
armies  were  face  to  fa«e,  and  on  the  next  three  days  fought 
the  great  battle  of  Stone  River.  Bragg's  line  was  about 
three  miles  long,  facing  northwest.  The  railroad,  the  Nash- 
ville pike  and  the  west  fork  of  Stone  River  intersected  his 


32 


OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 


line  at  the  left  of  his  right  division,  the  Wilkinson  turnpike 
crossed  it  at  the  center  and  the  Franklin  road  near  the  left. 
Eosecrans"  riii-lit  rested  on  the  Franklin  road  and  his  left  on 
the  river.  Both  commanders  resolved  to  assault  at  day- 
light on  the  31st,  each  ordering  a  movement  from  his  left  to 
turn  his  opponent's  right.  Under  cover  of  darkness  Bragg 
massed  opposite  Rosecraus'  extreme  right,  and  at  daylight 
attacked  and  overwhelmed  Willick's  and  Kirk's  brigades  of 
Johnson's  division,  driving  them  from  the  ground  and  cap- 
turing all  of  Edgarton's  and  |»art  of  Goodspeed's  batteries, 
and,  following  up  the  iirst  advantage,  fiercely  assailed  Davis' 

division,  crushing  in  turn  Post's, 
Carlin's  and  Woodruff's  brigades. 
By  this  time  the  entire  line  was 
engaged  in  front,  while  Bragg's  left 
overlapped  and  by  a  continuous 
wheeling  movement  assaulted  on 
the  flank,  crumbling  to  pieces  one 
brigade  after  another. 

The  tide  of  disaster  now  reached 
McCook's  left  division,  Sheridan's, 
and  there  for  a  brief  time  the  resist- 
ance was  successful,  Sheridan  chang- 
ing  front,  and  then  stubbornly 
holding  out  until  all  of  his  brigade  commanders  were  shot 
and  his  troops  almost  surrounded,  when  he  too  fell  back.  By 
that  time  Negley's  division,  next  on  Sheridan's  left,  was  out 
of  ammunition  and  compelled  to  retire  with  Sheridan.  Rose- 
craus meantime  had  worked  with  energy  to  establish  a  new 
line.  He  brought  the  divisions  of  Van  Cleve,  Wood  and 
Rosseau  from  the  left  in  time  to  assist  in  staying  the  enemy's 
progress.  The  new  line  finally  established  was  a  semi-circle, 
both  flanks  crossing  the  iSTashville  pike  and  the  center  facing 
southwest.       The    right  wing    had    retreated    three    miles. 
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Palmer's  division,  next  on  Negley's  left,  repulsed  every 
assault  on  its  front  and  held  its  ground  until  ordered  to 
retire  a  few  hundred  yards  to  its  position  at  the  left  of  the 
new  line.  The  enemy  held  two-thirds  of  the  Ijattle  field. 
More  than  seven  thousand  men  were  missing  fi'om  the  ranks, 
dead  or  wounded  and  prisoners.  Two  division  commanders, 
Wood  and  Van  Cleve,  were  disabled.  Of  the  brigade  com- 
manders. Sill,  Schaefter  and  Roberts  were  killed,  Kirk 
seriously  wounded  and  Willick  a  prisoner.  Ten  colonels, 
ten  lieutenant-colonels  and  six  majors  were  missing,  dead 
wounded  or  prisoners.  Many  of  the  regiments  had  lost  from 
one-half  to  two-thirds  of  their  line  officers.  The  enemy  had 
captured  twenty-eight  pieces  of  artillery.  There  was  much 
discouragement  in  the  situation  as  the  weary  and  hungry 
troops  lay  upon  the  ground  that  cold  December  night,  with- 
out fires,  and  from  midnight  until  morning  were  pelted  by 
a  deluge  of  rain.  But  neither  Kosecrans  nor  his  troops  were 
conquered.  Bragg's  army  had  also  suffered  heavy  losses  and 
had  failed  in  the  final  assaults.  liose- 
crans  resolved  to  await  an  attack  on  the 
next  day,  and  if  it  was  not  made  to  him- 
self resume  the  offensive. 

On  January  1  the  enemy  demon- 
strated at  different  points  along  the  line, 
but  made  no  serious  assault.  In  the  after- 
n(»on  Rosecrans,  still  disposed  to  try  his 
])lan  of  an  attack  from  his  left,  sent  two 
brigades  of  Van  Cleve's  division  (Col. 
Samuel  Beatty,  commanding)  across  the 
river  to  seize  and  hold  a  hill  overlooking  one  of  the  fords, 
and  to  cover  a  further  advance  from  the  left. 

On  January  2  nothing  occurred  more  imjiortant  than 
affairs  between  the  skirmishers  until  in  the  afternoon,  when 
Bragg  reinforced  his  right  and  assaulted  Beatty's  brigades, 
driving  them  across  the  river.     As  the  enemy  advanced  they 
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were  subjected  to  an  artillery  fire  from  batteries  massed  on 
the  west  bank  as  well  as  infantry  fire.  Troops  were  hurried 
\\\\  to  support  Beatty,  and  the  enemy  was  stopped  at  the 
river,  repulsed,  and  then  followed  in  their  retreat.  Critten- 
den's entire  corps  was  then  crossed  and  held  a  strong  position. 
That  night  Bragg  retreated  to  the  line  of  Duck  River,  leav- 
ing Fioseerans  in  possession  of  the  battle  field. 


CHAPTER  IV 


FRANKLIN   AND   TRIUNE. 

(FEBRUARY    12  TO  .lUNK  122,    18()3.) 

The  main  body  of  the  Army  of  the  Cuml)erlaii(l  encamped 
about  Murfreesboro  at  the  close  of  the  battle  of  Stone  River, 
and  remained  there  until  June,  engaged  in  building  fortiii- 
cations,  drilling,  and  preparing  for  a  forward  movement. 

General  Bragg's  headquarters  were  established  at  TulUi- 
homa,  thirty-six  miles  south  from  Murfrees])()r(),  on  the 
Xashville  &  Chattanooga  Railroad,  his  infantry  holding  a  line 
ten  or  twelve  miles  turther  north, 
extending  from  Shelbyville  to  Wart- 
race. 

As  already  stated,  Murfreesboro 
is  southeast  from  jSTashville.  The 
Nashville  &  Decatur  Railroad  runs 
directly  south  from  Nashville,  pass- 
ing through  Franklin,  eighteen  miles 
from  Nashville,  and  Columbia, 
twenty-five  miles  further  south. 
From  Huntsville,  Ala.,  a  branch  rail- 
road runs  to  Chattanooga. 

Harpeth  River,  Howing  west 
from  a  point  a  few  miles  below  Murfreesboro,  passes  Franklin, 
Duck  River,  also  flowing  west  from  the  vicinity  of  Manches- 
ter, northeast  of  Tullahoma,  passes  Columbia. 

There  was  a  good  pike  from  Nashville  via  Franklin  to 
Columbia,  and  thence  to  Pulaski. 

The  territory  lying  between  Harpeth  and  Dm-k  liivers 
necessarily  became  debatable  ground,  from  which  both  armies 
gathered  supplies,  and  across  which  both  sides  constantly  sent 
detachments  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  other.     Rose- 
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crans,  liaving  fortified  Murfreesboro,  might  hold  the  works 
with  a  small  force  and  advance  byway  of  Columbia,  depend- 
ing upon  the  Nashville  &  Decatur  road  for  his  supplies.  On 
the  other  liand,  if  Bragg  desired  to  advance  upon  ISTasliville, 
or  the  Cumberland  River  west  of  jSTashville,  he  would  proba- 
bly do  so  via  Columbia  and  Franklin.  It  follows  that  both 
Generals  were  alert  to  meet  any  movement  on  the  line  from 
Franklin  to  Columbia. 

On  February  12  Gilbert's  division    moved  from  Xash- 
ville,  one  brigade  to  Brentwood   and  another  to  Franklin. 

The  125th  Ohio  marched  with  the 
latter  to  Franklin.  It  was  a  long 
march  for  new  troops,  but  tlie  men 
were  cautioned  against  overloading 
knapsacks,  and  verj'  few  of  them 
were  reported  to  the  surgeon  on  the 
road.  A  light  fall  of  snow  early  in 
the  day  was  followed  by  a  cold, 
drizzling  rain  and  colder  weather  as 
the  day  advanced. 

When  within  a  mile  or  two  of 
Franklin,  but  not  in  sight  of  the 
place,  it  was  learned  that  a  Confed- 
erate cavalry  force  was  in  possession  of  the  town.  Colonel 
Opdycke  was  ordered  to  advance  with  the  125th  and  drive 
the  enemy  out.  The  regiment  marched  past  those  preceding 
us  in  the  column.  Companies  A  and  B  were  deployed  as 
skirmishers  and  went  forward,  followed  by  the  other  compa- 
nies in  column.  The  town  lies  on  the  south  side  and  in  a 
bend  ot  the  Harpeth  River.  Both  the  railway  and  the 
wagon  bridges  were  found  to  be  destroyed,  but  the  skirmish- 
ers got  over  promptly.  The  enemj^  appeared  not  to  liave 
discovered  our  presence  until  the  skirmishers  were  crossing, 
when  they  mounted  in  hot  haste  and  rode  towards  the  river, 
tiring  as  they  came.     It  was  plainly  apparent  that  there  were 
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too  many  of  them  for  the  skirmish  line.  The  moment  the 
regiment  arrived  at  the  bank  the  Colonel  rode  across  to  take 
soundings,  and,  finding  it  possible  to  wade,  gave  the  order  to 
cross.  The  water  was  waist  deep  for  the  short  men  and  cold 
enough  to  encourage  ra|)id  progress.  As  the  men  scrambled 
up  the  bank  they  were  hastily  formed  and  moved  forward  to 
and  then  up  the  nearest  street,  the  skirmishers  keeping 
abreast,  going  across  lots,  through  alleys  and  around  obstruc- 
tions as  best  they  could,  each  man  for  himself.  The  enemy 
retired  rapidly  to  the  high  ground  at  the  southern  edge  of 
town,  and  when  pressed  fell  back  fartlier,  keeping  pretty  well 
out  of  range  but  exchanging  shots.  IS'ear  the  center  of  the 
town  live  roads  branch,  one  being  the  Columbia  pike  on 
which  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  was  retiring. 

At  that  point  Company  F  was  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
and  ordered  to  advance  with  its  left  on  the  Columbia  pike, 
Company  B  being  on  the  other  side.  The  regiment  marched 
on  the  pike.  Passing  the  Carter  House,  made  famous  by 
Hood's  assault  nearly  two  years 
later,  the  regiment  halted,  while  the 
skirmishers  continued  to  advance 
until  far  enough  out  to  act  as  a 
picket,  when  they  too  halted  and 
remained  until  a  regular  picket  line 
was  established  an  hour  later.  As 
we  marched  up  tlie  first  street  lead- 
ing from  the  river  we  were  surprised 
to  see  the  stars  and  stripes  displayed 
at  a  residence  we  afterwards  learned 
was  Dr.  Cliff's.  The  fight  was  a 
small  affair,  too  slight  to  be  re}»orto(l 

to  headquarters.  JN^o  mention  of  it  can  be  found  in  the  pub. 
lished  records  of  the  rebellion.  Man}'  similar  afiairs  will 
receive  scant  notice  in  this  volume.  But  it  was  the  fii-st 
time  the  125th  Ohio  was  under  fire.     Cominii-  at  the  end  of  a 
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loiio-  maivli,  it  would  not  have  been  surprisin^^  if  many  of 
tliem,  escaping  from  the  mire  of  the  river  bank,  had  stuck 
behind  fences  or  other  obstructions.  They  all  went  forward, 
however,  resolutely  and  rapidly,  fairly  demonstrating  their 
fitness  for  service  at  the  front. 

Such  affairs,  though  deemed  unworthy  of  mention  by 
the  general  historian  because  they  do  not  affect  the  issues  of 
a  eam]»aign,  are  worthy  of  consideration  in  a  regimental 
history,  l)ecause  the  extraordinar}-  exer- 
tion and  exposure,  especially  by  new 
rg  v\      '     troops,  is  sure  to  entail  sickness,  suffering 

1  -^   1^  |r  and  death.     Within  the  next  few  days  a 

large  number  of  our  men  went  to  the 
hospital,  many  of  whom  never  returned. 
Indeed,  the  losses  by  death,  discharge, 
and  transfer  to  the  Veteran  Reserve 
Dt  "1     Corps,  occasioned  by  that  cold  bath  in  the 

'-^^ sa     llarpeth  and  the  hard  service  for  some 

weeks  thereafter,  probably  exceeded  the 
losses  in  any  single  l)attle  except  that  of  Chickamauga,  as 
evidenced  by  our  losses  from  death  and  discharges  in  the 
next  three  months. 

The  following   extract  from  a  letter,  written   by  a  ser- 
geant t)f  Company  B,  gives  a  graphic  picture  of  the  combat: 


I  remember  my  ambition  quickened  as  we  marched  pant  the  other 
regiments.  We  felt  our  importance  at  being  thus  selected  ;  and  I  noticed 
my  comrades  each  had  a  gallant  bearing.  On  reaching  the  front  we  were 
met  by  a  delegation  of  citizens  (all  colored),  who,  instead  of  tendering  us 
the  freedom  of  the  city,  with  eyes  stretched  in  wonder,  informed  our  com- 
mander that  "  Gen'l  Forrest  in  dar  with  heaps  of  rebs."  The  town  was 
hidden  Ijy  the  liills,  but  our  ears  caught  on  this,  what  our  eyes  failed  to  dis- 
tinguisli.  Company  B  Avas  ordered  to  load  and  deploy  as  skirmishers.  On 
the  run  we  took  position,  and  then  "by  the  flank"  we  moved  on  the 
enemy.  Over  the  hill,  on  the  double  quick,  we  were  stealing  a  march  on 
those  fellows  rapidly.  But  Avait ;  here  is  a  river,  until  now  unseen,  and  we 
brought  up  suddenly  on  the  banks  of  this  murky  stream.  The  timbers  of 
the  bridge,  the  only  means  of  crossing,  Avere  yet  smoking  in  the  water. 
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AVc  paused.  "  Forward,  forward!  "  rang  out  the  comniands  of  our  gallant 
Colonel,  as  he  came  riding  old  Barney  on  the  full  gallop  towards  us.  Surely 
he  does  not  mean,  does  not  know  —  our  scruples  were  at  once  removed  by 
our  old  Captain  saying,  "  Boys,  that  means  '  take  water" ;  Sergeant,  can  you 
swim  ?"  ■'  No,  not  with  tliis  load,  but  I  can  do  a  power  of  wading ; "  and  I 
at  once  si)rang  in.  With  blood  at  fever  heat  from  our  long  run,  this  icy 
l)atli  seemed  terri1)ly  cold.  Up  to  this  time  no  enemy  had  been  sighted. 
AVhen  miilway  of  the  stream,  the  Southern  Confederacy,  in  the  form  of  an 
officer  on  a  white  horse,  appeared  on  the  bank  opposite.  Statue  like,  he  sat 
there  in  his  astonishment. 

"  As  in  amaze,  he  stood  to  gaze. 
At  the  sight  he  was  unmanned,  sir; 
For,  without  a  boat,  but  all  afloat. 
The  Yankees  were  on  hand,  sir." 

Our  eyes  were  leveled  at  liini,  Ijut  we  were  too  nearly  submerged  to 
use  our  guns.  Corp.  Rolin  D.  Barnes  was  the  first  to  effect  a  landing,  and 
was  fortunate  in  finding  stejis  leading  up  the  bank.  The  rebel  officer 
caught  sight  of  him  oidy  a  few  feet  away,  and  hastih'  fired  his  pistol  at  the 
doughty  corporal ;  but  his  aim,  like  the  purpose  of 
the  rebellion,  was  faulty  in  the  extreme.  Barnes 
brought  his  piece  to  an  aim,  but  his  rifle,  like  him- 
self, had  been  under  water,  and  refused  to  go  ofi".  I 
made  the  opposite  shore  in  a  dilaj^idated  condition, 
and  found  myself  too  much  water-soaked  to  climb 
the  l)ank  without  draining  out.  Soon  gaining  terra 
firma,  I  found  myself  in  an  alley  leading  down  to  the 
river.  One  other  comrade  joined  me  here,  and 
together  we  followed  up  this  narrow  street  to  the 
Columbia  pike.  "We  reached  the  pike  in  time  to  see 
the  rear  end  of  Forrest's  cavalry,  at  break-neck 
speed,  rejecting  our  offer  of  battle.  It  was  a  novel  moriusGriffen  G(i.sfi3) 
and  interesting  sight  to  us;    and,  although  only  a 

short  distance  off,  I  forgot  my  mission ;  forgot  to  fire  until  their  bullets, 
cutting  the  leaves  over  our  heads,  brought  me  to  a  realization  of  my  sur- 
roundings. I  at  once  returned  their  fire,  and  with  such  deliberation  tliat  I 
felt  that  I  was  not  missing  a  road  full  of  horsemen.  Others  joined  us  here, 
and  the  roar  of  our  muskets  had  "the  song  of  battle"  as  fiei'cely  echoed  as 
though  this  was  to  be  the  decisive  conflict  of  the  war.  We  followed 
them  out  as  long  as  we  could  reach  them  with  sights  fully  extended.  I 
fired,  in  all,  ten  rounds.  There  were  about  forty  of  us  actually  engaged, 
and  all  riflemen.  We  learned  afterward  that  the  enemj'  sufiered  severely 
from  our  firing.  Though  bloodless  the  battle  on  our  part,  yet  we  had  been 
under  fire  for  the  first  time;  and,  after  standing  on  picket  guard  until  ]iast 
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midnight,  we  tVlt  that  our  initiatory  day's  work  had  been  one  of  severity, 
and  which  a  few  more  of  a  similar  nature  would  severely  tax  one's  con- 
stitution. 

Having  no  tents  at  Franklin,  the  regiment  was  assigned 
quarters  in  buildings.  The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade 
went  into  camp  on  the  nortli  side  of  the  river.  Owing  to  a 
rapid  rise  of  the  river  from  continued  rainfall,  it  was  some 
days  before  a  l)ridge  was  constructed,  during  which  period 
one-half  of  our  companies  went  on  [)icket  each  day.  There- 
after details  from  other  regiments  (the  98th  and  121st  O.  Y.  I.) 
made  our  share  of  picket  service  comparatively  liglit,  while 
cavalry  outposts  made  it  more  comfortable.  Colonel  Opdycke 
was  assigned  to  command  the  post,  which  included  only  the 
town  and  troops  on  the  south  side.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Banning,  Avho  came  up  on  the  19th,  was  in  immediate  com- 
mand of  the  regiment,  which  remained  on  the  south  side 
over  a  month.  The  enemy  had  cavalry  posts  on  all  the 
roads.  They  seldom  let  a  day  or  night  pass  without  making 
a  dash  at  our  pickets  on  one  or  more  of  the  roads ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  were  never  permitted 
t(^  remain  peacefully  in  their  own  camps 
man}'  days  in  succession.  The  iirst  shot 
on  the  picket  line  was  a  signal  for  the 
regiment  to  rush  into  line.  It  was  a 
regular  practice  to  stand  to  arms  for  an 
hour  before  daylight,  while  small  parties 
of  cavalry,  and  if  they  were  otherwise 
engaged,  infantry  |)atrols  pushed  out  for 
a  few  miles  on  all  the  roads,  to  insure 
against  surjjrise.  The  patrols  almost 
invariably  found  themselves  at  daylight  in  sight  of  similar 
parties  from  the  enemy's  camp,  out  on  the  same  business. 
Shots  were  sometimes  exchanged,  and  occasionally  men  were 
captured.  Reconnoisances  and  special  expeditions,  involving 
marches,  eouiiter-nuirches  and  occasional  combats,  were  fre- 
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quent,  tlu'  bi'uiit  of  the  combats  falling  upon  our  cavalry- 
men ;  the  infantry,  as  a  general  thing,  merely  marching  after 
tlie  horsemen  as  suppport  in  an  advance,  and  back  again 
having  the  troopers  for  rear  guard.  Although  the  service 
was  not  of  a  character  to  attract  public  attention,  a  more 
detailed  mention  of  some  of  the  incidents  and  movements  of 
that  period  will  be  interesting  to  many  readers. 

On  February  21,  a  reconnoisance  was  made  by  the  9th 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  in  which  separate  detachments  went 
out  on  three  roads,  under  orders  to  unite  on  the  Columbia 
pike  at  the  brick  church,  seven  miles  from  Franklin,  where 
the  enemy  usually  maintained  a  strong  picket,  hoping  thus 
to  surround  and  capture  the  picket.  Colonel  Jordan,  com- 
manding, found  the  picket  post  abandoned,  and  rode  on  to 
the  vicinity  of  Butler's  station,  where  his  advance  guard 
caught  sight  of  a  surgeon  belonging  to 
Wheeler's  Confederate  cavalry  in  the  act 
of  giving  a  parting  kiss  to  a  lady.  Mak- 
ing a  rush,  they  captured  liim.  About 
the  same  time  Captain  O'Reilly,  com- 
manding a  company  of  the  9th  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  another  road,  entered  a  house 
to  parole  a  rebel  soldier  reported  to  be 
there  sick  in  bed,  O'Reilly's  compan}^, 
meantime,    ridina:    on.      A  few    minutes 

^  C.  C.  McXrrr,  C  (is;t.i). 

later  a  body  of  the  enemy  s  cavalry,  500 
strong,  approaching  on  a  cross  road,  observed  the  Captain's 
horse,  guessed  the  situation,  came  forward  at  a  gallop,  and 
made  the  Captain  a  prisoner,  his  horse  escaping,  while  his 
company,  though  in  plain  sight,  was  too  weak  in  numbers  to 
justify  a  movement  foi'  his  rescue. 

On  February  24  an  incident  occurred  illustrating  the 
eifects  of  military  occupation  upon  the  inhabitants.  The 
hospital  had  been  established  in  a  large  l)uilding  called  the 
Seminary,  Surgeon  Black,  113th  0.  V,  L,  being  the   chief. 
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He  liad  sent  for  and  taken  to  the  hospital  to  serve  as  a  cook 
a  negro  woman  belonging  to  Judge  Marshall,  leaving  Mrs. 
Marshall  ill  and  without  help.  Among  the  very  few  citizens 
friendly  to  the  Union  cause  were  Dr.  Cliff  and  his  wnfe,  who 
hud  formerly  lived  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Cliff 
appealed  to  Colonel  Opdycke  to  luxve  the  negro  woman 
released,  l)asing  her  request  on  the  fact  that  when  Mrs.  Cliff 
had  been  arrested  and  imprisoned  at  Murfreesboro  as  a 
Unionist,  Judge  Marshall  had  interceded  for  and  procured 
her  release  by  the  Confederate  authorities.  Colonel  Opdycke 
sent  an  order  to  release  the  cook,  which  was  received  and 

executed  by  a  subordinate  in  the 
temporary  absence  of  Dr.  Black. 
The  latter,  on  his  return,  sent  men 
to  bring  the  woman  back,  which 
they  proceeded  to  do  by  force,  raising 
(|Uite  a  commotion.  Opdycke  then 
reported  the  circumstance  to  Gen- 
eral Gilbert,  and  the  latter  ordered 
the  arrest  of  the  men,  ar.d  also  of 
the  surgeon  if  it  was  found  that  he 
was  in  any  degree  responsible  for 
the  use  of  force. 

We  conclude  the  record  for  Fel)- 
ruary  with  some  extracts  from  a  diary  : 

"Februar}'  13. — The  regiment  formed  line  at  5  a.  m.,  and 
stood  to  arms  until  daylight.  At  4  p.  xM.  enemy's  cavalrymen 
fired  on  our  pickets,  and  tlie  regiment  formed  and  remained 
in  line  until  dark. 

"February  14.  —  Stood  to  arms  one  hour  before  day- 
light. Captain  Parks  is  ofiicer  of  the  day,  and  relates  this 
incident :  A  lady  called  on  the  Colonel  to-da_y,  told  of  her 
fathers  illness,  declared  she  must  go  to  him,  and  plead  for  a 
pass  to  go  beyond  the  lines  for  that  purpose.  The  Colonel 
listened  to  her  story,  then  said:    'I  believe  your  husband  is 
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an  officer  in  Wheeler's  cavalry  force  now  in  our  trout/  tSlie 
admitted  that  he  was.  'For  that  reason  I  cannot  give  you  a 
]>ass  at  this  time,'  said  the  Colonel.  The  lady  was  indig- 
nant;  said  their  cavalry  would  soon  dispose  of  the  Colonel 
and  his  command,  and  that  she  would  find  her  way  out  with- 
out a  pass.  The  Colonel  was  evidently  skeptical  as  to  the 
ilhiess  of  the  lady's  father. 

"February  10.  —  Lieutenant-Colonel  Banning,  Captain 
Baugh,  and  Lieutenant  Carter  joined  the  regiment,  coming 
from  Ohio. 

"February  21.  —  Cavalry  outposts  reported  the  enemy 
advancing.  Kegiment  formed  and  marched  out  Columbia 
pike  in  a  shower  of  rain.  Retui'ued  in  an  hour  without 
having  seen  the  enemy.  Henry  II.  Adams,  of  Company  G, 
has  been  appointed  regimental  postmaster,  on  aceount  of 
good  conduct  in  the  skirmish  on  the  12th 
inst.,  and  that  exempts  him  from  guard 
and  fatigue  duty. 

"  February  23.  —  Company"  B  is  quar- 
tered in  Shannon  k  Buchannan's  store, 
and  do  their  cooking  in  the  back  yard. 
An  irate  citizen  called  there  this  morn- 
ing searching  for  missing  honey  which 
had  disappeared  in  the  niglit  from  his 
premises,  hives  and    all.      He  found  the 

.   .  .         ,  -  0Ri),-SKi;(n-.  Sii.i.iMAN,  (;. 

hives  in  the  back  yard,  about  to  be  used 
for  fuel  by  the  company  cook.  Finding  Ca}ttain  Yeomans, 
he  entered  a  wratliy  complaint,  l)ut  the  Ca[ttain  indignantly 
repelled  the  charge,  saying  that  there  was  not  a  boy  in  Com- 
pany B  that  woukl  do  such  a  thing.  The  citizen  pointed  to 
tlie  empty  hives  as  convincing  proof,  Init  was  tohl  that  tliei-e 
was  some  mistake,  Company  B  boys  could  not  steal.  The 
citizen  then  sought  the  Colonel,  and  repeated  the  charges 
against  Company  B,  when  the  Colonel  promptly  ordered  him 
to  leave  his  quarters;  he  would  listen  to  no  sueli  slanders  on 
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his  men,  none  of  whom  would  steal.  The  man  left,  but 
undoubtedly  retained  his  first  impression  that  the  soldiers 
were  in  some  way  connected  with  his  loss.  Our  impression 
is  that  the  Colonel  wants  us  to  live  well  if  we  can  do  it 
without  getting  the  officers  into  trouble. 

'•February  24.  —  Ofiicers'  school  resumed  recitations 
to-day,  and  we  have  company  and  squad  drills  in  the  streets 
and  public  square. 

"February  28. — We  have  many  sick  men.  Private 
John  C.  Xaylor,  Company  A,  died  liere  on  the  21st,  and  is 
interred  at  Murfreesboro,  in  Franklin  Section,  Grave  No.  45, 
Stone  River  Cemetery. 

"  The  following  comrades  have  been  discharged  in  the 
past  month  on  surgeon's  certificate  of 
disability:  John  Steves  and  George  Hoff 
man.  Company  A ;  Asahel  B.  Hall  and 
Cornelius  McXult,  of  Company  C  ;  Alva 
Hamilton,  Benjamin  F.  Harbough  and 
Harris  B.  Hotchkiss,  of  Company  1) ; 
Martin  Y.  Phillips  and  Thomas  Wilson, 
of  Company  H." 

On  March  2,  General  Gilbert,  then 
commanding  all  the  forces  about  Frank- 
lin, ordered  Col)urn's  brigade,  encamped 
at  Brentwood,  to  move  to  Franklin,  where  the  pressure  on 
the  outposts  led  Gilbert  to  anticipate  an  attack  in  force.  On 
the  evening  of  the  3rd,  the  enemy  having  withdrawn  from 
our  immediate  front.  General  Gilbert  ordered  Coburn,  with 
liis  brigade,  consisting  of  four  regiments  of  infantry  and  a 
battery,  together  with  three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  the 
124tli  Ohio  Infantry  of  our  brigade,  to  advance  to  Spring 
Hill  on  the  4th,  taking  four  days'  rations  and  a  wagon  train, 
and  on  the  following  day  to  advance  still  farther  while  the 
wagons  were  loaded  in  the  vicinity.  Four  miles  out  Coburn 
encountered  a  force  of  cavalry  inferior  to  his  own  and  drove 
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it,  but  bearing  tbat  a  b^irger  force  of  tbe  enemy  was  on  tlie 
Lewisburg  pike,  be  baited  and  sent  bis  cavab-y  in  tbat  direc- 
tion. At  daybgbt  on  tbe  5tb  two  negro  boys  entered 
Coburn's  camp  and  reported  tbat  Van  Dorn  was  nortb  of 
Spring  Hill  moving  to  capture  Franklin.  Van  Dorn  was,  in 
fact,  moving  to  surround  and  overwlielm  Colnirii.  Tbe 
negro  boys  were  sent  at  once  to  General 
Gilbert,  but  tbe  latter  sent  no  message 
forward.  In  tbe  meantime  Coburn,  bav- 
ing  sent  scouts  in  various  directions,  wbo 
discovered  no  enemy,  at  about  8  o'clock 
advanced.  On  arriving  near  Tbompson's 
Station,  at  a  point  wbere  tbe  road  passes 
tbrougb  a  detile,  tbe  bead  of  tbe  column 
encountered  tbe  enemy,  apparently  in 
small  force,  and  wbo  fell  back  as  Coburn 
advanced.  On  botb  sides  of  tbe  road  ^'"- h- h.  g.  m.ntv. 
were  ridges,  flanked  by  detacbed  bills,  some  of  tliem  cov- 
ered by  timber,  under  cover  of  wbicb  Van  Dorn's  tbree 
ilivisions  were  advancing  from  eitber  side.  Tbe  surprise 
was  complete,  and,  after  a  sbarp  engagement,  Coburn's  brig- 
ade was  enveloped  and  compelled  to  surrender,  bis  cavalry 
escaping  by  prompt  fligbt,  and  tbe  124tb  Obio  also  escaped 
by  reason  of  being  in  rear  of  tbe  column  in  cbarge  of  tbe 
wagons.  Early  in  tbe  day  Opdycke  bad  urged  Gilbert  to 
take  or  send  forward  a  force  to  support  Coburn,  but  witbout 
effect,  until  beavy  firing  indicated  serious  trouble,  wben 
Opdycke  w^as  ordered  to  advance.  Tbe  12otb  was  off  in  a 
moment,  and  moved  rapidly  until  tbe  retreating  force  was 
met,  and  it  was  found  tbat  our  movement  was  too  late  to 
render  assistance. 

Tbe  disaster  cast  a  gloom  over  tbe  camp  and  destroyed 
confidence  in  Gilbert's  capacity  to  command.  Coburn  bim- 
self,  althougli  captured  witb  bis  men,  did  not  escape  censure 
in  tbe  able  discussions  among  tbe  enlisted  men,  wbo  wanted 
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to  know  why  cavalrymen  were  mounted  if  they  were  to  be 
held  in  camp  with  infantry  while  a  few  scouts  were  relied  on 
for  information.  It  must  be  conceded  that  if  Coburn  had 
ordered  his  cavalry  to  Spring  Hill  before  the  infantry  started, 
the  horsemen  would  have  run  into  and  developed  the  enemy 
and  come  back  again  without  serious  loss. 

About  the  same  time  that  Coburn's  brigade  advanced 
from  Franklin,  several  expeditions  started  from  Murfrees- 
boro.  On  March  4  General  Sheridan  was  near  Eagleville 
with  his  division  of  infantry,  General  Steedman's  division 
was  near  Triune,  and  Colonel  Minty,  with  three  regiments  of 
cavalry  routed  small  bodies  of  the  enemy  at  Rover,  and  later 
in  the  day  at  Unionville,  charging  with  the  saber  and  captur- 
ing fifty-two  prisoners. 

On  the  6th  Steedman  reported  that  he  had  made  a 
reconnoisance  to  Chapel  Hill,  driving 
Roddey's  cavalry  off  and  then  returned 
to  Triune,  having  captured  sixty  pris- 
oners. On  the  7th  General  Granger  came 
to  Franklin  with  a  division  of  infantry 
commanded  by  General  Baird,  and  on 
the  same  date  Sheridan  sent  Colonel 
Minty  with  his  cavalry  brigade  to  Frank- 
lin, wliere  he  arrived  on  the  8th.  On  the 
9th  there  was  a  general  advance  against 
Van  Horn,  commanded  by  General 
Granger,  who  liad  assumed  command  of  tlie  forces  at 
Franklin,  now  consisting  of  Baird's  and  Gilbert's  divisions 
of  infantry  and  G.  Clay  Smith's  brigade  of  cavalry.  Minty's 
brigade  moved  via  the  Carter's  Creek  pike  to  make  a  circuit 
and  join  Green  Clay  Smith's  brigade  at  Thompson's  Station, 
the  latter  preceding  the  infantry,  Gilbert's  and  Baird's' 
divisions,  on  the  Columbia  pike,  while  General  Sheridan 
advanced  from  some  other  point,  bivouacking  near  us  at 
dark.     We  marched  before  daylight.     The  cavalry  found  the 


Elbert  R.  Hi(;i!KE,  C. 


ADVANCE  TO  BUCK  RIVER. 


47 


enemy  on  all  roads  witliiii  three  or  four  miles,  and  kept  up  a 
continuous  fusilade,  creating  the  impression  at  tirst  that  we 
were  moving  to  go  into  action,  but  the  fact  that  tlie  enemy 
was  retiring  before  the  advance  guard  soon  became  apparent. 
Xear  Thompson's  Station  a  part  of  the  infantry  was  deployed 
and  advanced  in  line  for  a  mile  or  so,  while  the  firing  in  front 
was  brisk  enough  to  indicate  a  stand.  The  enemy  retired, 
however,  before  the  125th  advanced  near  enough  to  see  the 
proceedings.     The  command  went  into  bivouac  at  sunset. 

On  the  10th  the  forces  advanced  to  Rutherford  Creek, 
behind  which  the  enemy  was  posted.  They  had  destroyed 
tlie  bridges,  and  the  water  was  too  high 
to  cross  infantry  or  artillery.  It  rained 
continuously.  On  the  11th  the  cavalry 
ettected  a  crossing  some  distance  up 
stream,  and  found  that  Van  Dorn  had 
escaped  wnth  his  main  body  across  Duck 
River.  General  Granger,  in  his  report, 
said :  ''  The  men  and  animals  suffered 
greatly  from  the  terrific  storm  during  the 
day  and  night  of  the  10th."  The  125tli 
was  on  picket  along  the  creek,  and  for- 
bidden to  have  fires  at  the  outposts,  the  rebel  videttes  being 
within  hailing  distance  across  the  creek.  During  the  night 
some  of  the  boys  found  and  appropriated  several  excellent 
hams.  They  built  a  fire  at  some  distance  from  the  front 
over  which  slices  of  ham  were  broiled,  ramrods  serving  for 
cooking  utensils.  Officers  invited  to  share  the  midnight 
feast  were  too  polite  to  inquire  when  the  commissary  began 
issuing  hams. 

On  the  12th  the  command  marched  back  to  Franklin, 
arriving  before  dark. 

On  the  14th  there  was  a  grand  review  by  General 
Granger.  Our  position  in  line  was  near  the  cotton  gin  on 
Carter's  place. 
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On  Marcli  15  the  125th  was  ordered  into  camp  with  the 
left  brigade  of  Gilbert's  division,  then  commanded  by 
Colonel  Payne.  Shelter  tents  were  issued  to  the  men  and 
wall  tents  to  commisioned  officers.  It  may  be  that  some  of 
our  readers  never  saw  a  shelter  tent.  Each  man  was  sup- 
plied with  a  piece  of  canvass  about  live  feet  square,  having  a 
row  of  button  boles  and  also  a  row  of  Inittons  around  the 
border.  Two  of  them  buttoned  together  and  carried  over  a 
ri<lge-])ole  elevated  on  prongs  about  three  feet  high,  with  the 
ends  fastened  on  the  ground,  made  what 
the  boys  invariably  called  a  "  pup  tent," 
probably  because  no  animal  could  enter 
otherwise  than  upon  all  fours.  Four 
pieces  buttoned  together,  with  an  extra 
one  or  a  rubber  blanket  across  one  end, 
made  a  home  for  four  men,  which,  if  less 
commodious  than  a  wall  tent,  had  the 
advantage  of  being  always  at  hand,  and 
required  no  space  in  wagons,  each  man 
samvel  Morrison,  c.  carrying  his  part  of  the  family  mansion 
Avith  his  blanket.  Yankee  ingenuity  invented  improvements, 
materials  for  which  were  always  found  if  the  camp  was  for 
longer  than  one  night,  and  whieli  made  of  the  canvas  a 
gable  roof  over  a  very  comfortable  bed.  No  veteran  would 
tbink  of  trading  his  "pup  tent"'  for  one  that  required  wagon 
transportation. 

During  the  first  month  after  going  into  camp  the  125th 
Avas  occupied  chiefly  in  working  on  the  fort  erected  on  the 
north  bank  near  the  railroad  bridge,  in  addition  to  picket 
duty  and  drill. 

Van  Dorn's  troopers  advanced  again  within  a  few  days 
to  Spring  Hill,  and  on  March  23  General  Granger  sent  the 
cavalry  out  under  orders  to  dislodge  Van  Dorn's  advance 
from  Thompson's  Station.     The  effort  was  made  but  failed, 
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witli  a  loss  of  one  officer  and  four  men.     Two  large  gung 
were  mounted  in  the  fort  on  this  date. 

At  daylight  on  March  25  the  pickets  on  the  Lewisburg, 
Columbia,  Carter  Creek  and  Boyd's  Mill  roads  were  vigor- 
ouusly  assailed,  those  on  the  C^olumbia  pike  by  artillery  as 
well  as  cavalry.  At  tirst  only  cavalry  was  sent  to  rein- 
force the  pickets,  but  in  a  short  time  a  courier  on  the  Triune 
line  came  in  with  a  report  that  two  posts  of  that  courier  line 
had  been  routed  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  moving  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Brentwood,  the  latter  place  being  nine  miles  from 
Franklin,  on  the  road  to  I^ashville.  A  few  minutes  later  a 
messenger  arrived  from  Tank,  about  twelve  miles  west  on 
the  Ilarpeth,  witli  information  that  a  heavy  cavalry  force 
under  Forrest  and  Wharton  had  crossed  at  Tank  and  was 
moving  in  the  direction  of  Brentwood.  It  was  then  evident 
that  the  intention  w^as  to  capture  Brent- 
wood and  possibly  the  morning  train  from 
Nashville.  Brig.  Gen.  Green  Clay  Smith 
was  dispatched  with  all  the  cavalry  not 
then  engaged,  viz:  parts  of  the  2nd 
Michigan,  4th  and  6th  Kentucky  and  9tli 
Pennsylvania,  about  seven  hundred  men 
in  all,  to  save  Brentwood  and  the  train  if 
possible.  The  rest  of  tlie  cavalry  fol- 
low^ed  as  soon  as  relieved  by  infantry. 
There  was  a  stockade  at  a  railroad  bridge  "^'"  ''  "^  ''  '^  v-'-sim  . 
half  a  mile  south  of  Brentwood.  The  force  at  Brentwood 
and  at  the  stockade  was  part  of  the  19th  Michigan  and  the 
22nd  Wisconsin  Infantry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bloodgood 
being  in  command. 

On  arriving  at  the  railroad  bridge,  General  Smith 
learned  that  both  commands  had  surrendered  after  firing  a 
few^  shots,  being  at  the  time  entirely  surrounded  and  the 
enemy  about  to  open  with  artillery  at  short  range.     Some 


50  OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 

tew  of  the  men  cseaped,  making  their  way  to  Xashville,  the 
total  number  eaptured  being  twenty-six  officers  and  722  men. 
After  the  surrender,  the  enemy  moved  southwest  to 
recross  the  Harpeth  west  of  Franklin.  General  Smith  pur- 
sued, overtaking  Starnes'  brigade  witliin  three  miles,  when  a 
running  tight  ensued  to  a  point  about  six  miles  from  Brent- 
wood, where  several  roads  intersect,  at  which  point  Starnes 
made  a  stand,  was  vigorously  assailed  by  Smith  and  for  a 
time  driven  back,  when  Wharton  and  Forrest  appeared  upon 
the  scene  and  turned  the  tables,  driving  Smith  back  two 
miles,  when  the  latter,  seeing  that  he  was  outnumbered,  fell 
back  to  Brentwood.  Smith's  loss  was  twenty-eight.  He 
estimated  the  rebel  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  to  be  large, 

but  Van  Dorn  in  his  report  makes  it  less 

than  that  of  Smith's  command.  Smith 
brought  in  48  prisoners.  As  usual,  the 
part  taken  l)y  the  inhmtry  in  the  whole 
atiiiir  consisted  in  going  into  line  of  battle 

and    advancing    only    to    see    the    enemy 

jM       .^B^^     retire,  their  officers  being  too  wise  to  hold 
^^W"^-  v^*^^^H    horses    and     men     armed    with     carbiiies 
where  they  could  be  assailed  by  an  infan- 
tr}'  armed  with  more  effective  rities. 

On  March  31  the  cavalry  captured 
five  prisoners  in  a  skirmish  on  the  Lewisburg  pike  near 
Franklin. 

The  following  extracts  from  diaries  will  make  the  record 
for  March  more  com])lete  : 

"  March  7.  —  Eli  H.  Dillon,  Company  E,  was  killed  by 
lightning  while  on  picket  duty.  His  post  was  at  the  foot  of 
a  large  tree,  down  whicli  the  fatal  current  passed." 

"  March  10.  —  Our  officers  are  in  trouble  to-night.  One 
of  General  Gilbert's  aides  claims  to  have  found  men  with  the 
numerals  "  125  "  on  tlieii-  hats  helping  themselves  to  sundrj' 
good  things  to  eat  at  a  liouse  near  the  line  of  march,  and  the 


i 


LOSSES  FOR  MARCH,  iS6j. 


I* 


General  ordorod  their  arrest.  Eac-li  of  tlie  c()iii|iany  otiicers 
declare  tliat  none  of  their  men  were  out  of  ranks,  and  they 
are  threatened  with  arrest  if  they  do  not  lind  the  guilty  men. 
It  will  be  hard  to  convict  if  the  othcers  hang  together,  but 
what  if  the  aide  shoukl  identify  one  or  more  of  the  boys  I" 

•'March  13.  —  The  recent  campaign  on  linthcrford's 
Creek  has  been  too  much  for  a  good  many  of  the  boys.  A 
good  many  are  under  the  Surgeon's  care.  We  marched  back 
as  rear  guard.  Shortly  after  reaching  our 
quarters  there  were  several  calls  for  the 
surgeon.  Lieutenant  Clark  was  suffering 
from  an  attack  of  neuralgia  of  the  stom- 
ach. Dr.  McIIenry,  after  trying  mikUi' 
remedies,  gave  him  a  dose  of  cldoroforni 
and  water,  which  put  him  to  sleep.  He  is 
better  to-day.  George  French.  Company- 
B,  on  reaching  cpiarters,  declined  supper 
and  went  to  sleep.  His  restless  move-  ^^^H^^^  »-  ^ 
ments  and  talking  in  his  sleep  led  to  an  i:'-"''-' ^v::.>T,:K.  h. 
investigation,  from  which  it  was  discovered  that  he  had  a 
high  fever  and  was  delirious.  The  case  was  so  serious  that 
Colonel  Opdycke  arranged  to  take  him  to  Dr.  Cliff's  instead 
of  sending  him  to  the  hospital.  A  young  negro  boy  was  left 
in  the  room  with  him,  but  George  drove  the  boy  out,  seem- 
ing to  think  he  was  an  uncanny  imp.  George  then  managed 
to  get  his  clothes  on  and  tried  to  escape,  but  was  found  later 
lying  in  the  Jiall  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs.  He  was  then  taken 
to  tlie  doctor's  otiice,  placed  in  a  bed  in  the  back  room  and 
his  brother  Caleb  detailed  to  take  care  of  him.  His  conditi(»n 
is  critical.'' 

"March  31.  —  General  inspection  to-day.  We  liavc  lost 
from  the  rolls  in  March,  by  death  :  Jacob  E.  Calvin,  Com- 
pany A,  interred  in  Section  E,  Grave  252,  at  Nashville ; 
William  A.  Covert,  Company  B,  interred  in  Grave  47, 
Eranklin  Section,  Stone  River  Cemetery;  Josejih  Andrews 
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Company  C,  Grave  30,  same  section  and  cemetery;  Eli  H. 
J)ill()n,  Company  E  (killed  by  lightning),  interred  in  Grave 
51,  same  section  and  cemetery;  Thompson  J.  Fawcett,  Com- 
pany F, interred  in  Grave  80,  Section  E,  Nashville.  Lieuten- 
ant Hendry.  Company  H,  has  resigned,  and  the  following  men 
have  been  discharged,  all  on  surgeon's  certificate  of  disa- 
bility :  Solomon  Coler,  Company  A; 
Ricliard  McNamar,  of  E  ;  Sergeant  James 
R.  Brown,  of  F  ;  Samuel  W.  Anderson 
and  Frederick  Meno,  of  H. 

AVe  have  two  accessions  to  the  ranks. 
Henry  Stalter,  colored,  was  enlisted  as 
under  cook  in  Company  D,  and  Jordan 
Hardin,  colored,  in  the  same  capacity  in 
Company  E.  Most  of  the  otficers  and 
nearly  all  the  companies  have  colored  men 
employed  but  not  enlisted." 
At  daylight  on  the  2nd  of  April,  the  cavalry  made  a 
rush  upon  the  enemy's  outposts  on  the  Carter's  Creek  road^ 
captured  two  lieutenants  and  eight  men,  killing  a  captain 
and  one  private.  On  April  5,  at  daylight,  Van  Dorn's 
troopers  returned  the  com[tliment  by  rushing  u[)on  a  com- 
pany picketing  at  Davis'  Mill,  capturing  eight  of  them.  On 
April  7,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Banning  was  assigned  to  com- 
mand the  121st  0.  V.  I.,  and  never  returned  to  us. 


V,\\\y,.  (iEN.  \"a.\  (  i.i.xi; 


THE  FIRST  BATTLE  OF  FKANKLIN. 

On  the  10th  of  April  A^an  Dorn  made  a  direct  attack 
upon  Franklin.  The  concentration  of  his  force  near  Spring 
Hill  had  been  observed,  and  an  attack  had  l)een  expected  for 
a  day  or  two.  General  Stanley  had  been  ordered  to  report 
with  his  cavalry  division  to  General  Granger,  and  was  halted 
about  four  miles  east  of  Franklin,  where  he  could  watch  the 
ford  at  Hughes'  Mill.  General  Smitb's  cavalry  was  held  in 
eserve,  Baird's  division  was  sent  to  watch  the  crossings  west 
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of  town,  loavino-  Gilbert's  division  only  to  meet  a  direct 
attack.  It  was  ])elieved  that  the  enemy  wonld  endeavor  to 
cross  and  attack  the  troops  in  their  camps  Irom  the  north 
side,  thus  cutting  off  retreat  and  insuring  the  destruction  of 
the  force  if  defeated.  The  fort  was  far  from  completion, 
but  two  large  guns  were  already  mounted  and  a  section  of  a 
field  battery  Avas  taken  in  for  the  occasion. 

Granger's  effective  force,  including  Stanley's  cavah'y, 
was  5,194  infantr}'  and  2,728  cavalry.  Van  Dorn's  f(»rce 
was  al)out  nine  thousand  ca\'alry  and  two  regiments  of 
infantry.  The  (hiy  was  dark,  smoky  and  windy.  The  (hist 
was  blown  from  the  dry  roads  in  Franklin  and  beyond 
directly  in  the  faces  of  the  Union  forces,  and,  together  with 
the  other  conditions  mentioned,  made  it  quite  impossible  to 
distinguish  a  fence  from  a  line  of  horsemen  at  a  short  distance. 
Contrary  to  all  theories  Van  Dorn  advanced  directly  upon 
tlie  town,  approaching  from  tlie  south  on  the  Columbia  and 
Lewisburg  pikes,  advancing  rai)idly,  meeting  no  resistance, 
owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  cavalry  advance  posts,  until 
his  skirmishers  attacked  the  infiintry 
pickets  near  the  town.  The  firing  at  the 
picket  line  was  the  tirst  notice  to  the 
camp  of  the  enemy's  presence.  The  pick- 
ets were  driven  into  town  on  a  run.  The 
40tli  Ohio,  constituting  the  picket  reserve, 
posted  near  the  cotton  gin,  made  a  stand 
and  checked  the  Confederates  for  a  time, 
but  were  then  forced  to  fVill  back  to  the 
river,  closely  followed  by  the  enemy.  At 
that  time  Orderly  Sergeant  Glen\-ille,  of 
Company  H,  who  was  at  the  newspaper  office  in  town  doing 
duty  as  a  printer,  concluded  to  join  the  regiment  forthwith. 
On  the  way  he  was  observed  by  a  rebel  trooper,  who  put 
spurs  to  his  horse  and,  gaining  rapidly,  raised  his  saber  to 
cut  down  the  straggler,  who  seemed  to  be  Just  within   liis 
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grasp,  when  a  shot,  Hred  by  Malcolm  Thompson,  of  Com- 
pany H,  killed  the  pursuer.  The  Confederates  spread  all 
over  the  town,  many  of  them  entering  houses,  being  under 
the  impression  apparently  that  our  force  was  in  full  retreat, 
the  line  on  the  river  bank  being  obscured  by  the  dust  and 
smoke.  Very  few  of  those  who  entered  houses  escaped  ; 
nearly  all  were  killed  or  captured  by  the  infantry  advancing 
under  (Granger's  orders.  A  report  came  to  Granger  within 
a  few  moments  after  the  light  opened  from  Brentwood,  to 
the  effect  that  the  pickets  at  that  point  had  been  driven  in, 
from  which  Granger,  who  could  not  see  the  extent  of  the 
enemy's  force  in  his  own  front,  was  led  to 
believe  that  the  main  attack  would  again 
be  on  the  post  at  Brentwood.  The  cav- 
ahy  under  Smith  was  therefore  sent  at 
(mce  to  Brentwood.  A  little  later,  when 
the  front  attack  was  more  fully  developed, 
Granger  determined  to  reinforce  Stanley 
and  call  in  Baird  to  join  Gilbert  in  driving 
the  enemy  back  in  front,  while  Stanley 
crossed  at  Hughes'  Mill  and  fell  upon  his 
rear.  The  cavaliy  having  gone  to  Brent- 
w^ood,  tiie-125th  Ohio  and  one  other  regiment  of  infantr}^ 
was  withdi'awn  from  the  line  and  ordered  to  march  rapidly 
to  Hughes'  Mill.  About  that  time  Stanley,  hearing  the 
uproar  at  Franklin,  crossed  witliout  Avaiting  for  orders  and 
attacked  tlie  enemy  on  his  front.  That  movement  was  met 
by  \-A\\  Dorn  ])rompt]>'  sending  a  sufficient  force  to  over- 
whelm Stanley,  while  the  residue  fell  back  slowdy  before  the 
advance  of  (Vdbert  andiBaird.  The  moment  Granger  learned 
of  Stanley's  move  he  sent  an  order  for  the  infantry  to  double 
(juick,  received  by  the  125th  within  a  mile  from  camp,  and 
we  did  double  quick  for  a  distance  of  about  three  miles. 
That  the  men  accomplished  the  feat  in  good  order  proves  tlie 
value  of  traininii'. 
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We  arrived  to  liiid  Stanley  already  falling  back,  bard 
pressed,  and  as  tbe  125tb  went  forward  to  tlie  post  assigned 
it,  we  saw  lying  upon  tlie  ground  wbat  some  infantrymen 
l)rofess  never  to  bave  seen,  riz :  dea'd  cavalrymen,  one  of 
tbem  baving  been  dispatcbed  b}-  a  saber  tbrust,  making  an 
ugly  gasli  in  bis  tbroat.  Tbe  lii-ing  ceased  almost  before  tbe 
12otli  gained  its  position  and  we  did  not  fire  a  sbot.  About 
tbe  time  tbe  12otb  left  tbe  line  at  Franklin,  Van  Dorn 
planted  a  battery  near  Carter's  bouse  and  began  tb rowing 
sbells  into  tbe  camp,  tbe  tlasb  of  tbe  guns  giving  to  tlie 
artillerymen  in  tbe  fort  tbe  iirst  notice  of  its  location.  All 
tbe  guns  in  tbe  fort  responded,  and  tbe 
Confederate  battery  was  quickly  witb- 
drawn.  In  Stanley's  advance,  tbe  4tli 
U.  S.  Cavalry  came  upon  a  Confederate 
battery  of  six  pieces,  and  cbarging,  cap- 
tured tbe  battery,  togetber  witb  from 
two  bundred  to  tliree  bundred  men,  but 
were  in  turn  cbarged  by  a  superior  force 
from  tbe  tlank,  part  of  wbicb  by  rapid 
movement  gained  tbeir  rear.  Tbe  bat- 
tery was    lost   again;     four    of    tbe    guns 

being  spiked,  bowever,  and  all  tbe  prisoners  but  one  captain, 
one  lieutenant  and  tbirty-four  men  effected  tbeir  escape. 

Tbe  12.3tb  bivouacked  for  tbe  nigbt  near  Hugbes'  Mill 
and  marcbed  back  to  camp  early  next  morning. 

Tbe  losses  on  tbe  lOtb  were  sufficient  to  call  tbe  affair  a 
Ijattle,  and  tbe  ti'oops  present  were  autborized  to  inscril)e 
"  Franklin  ""  upon  tbeir  flags. 

After  tbe  action  on  tbe  lOtb  tbe  enemy  made  no  move- 
ment of  importance  in  tbat  vicinity  until  alter  tlie  12.')tb  left 
Franklin. 

On  April  27  tbe  Texas  Legion,  posted  on  tbe  Carter's 
Creek  road,  were  surrounded  just  before  dayligbt  and 
cbarged    u})on    by  our   cavalry,   wbo    eaptured    nine  officers 
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and  112  men,  besides  300  liorses,  wagons,  mules,  and  camp 
equipao-e. 

After  the  lOtli  of  April  work  on  the  fort  was  pushed 
with  greater  energy.  An  order  was  issued  by  General  Gilbert 
directing  that  at  "fatigue  call,"  which  called  the  command 
to  work  on  the  fort  on  alternate  days,  all  of  the  available 
men  not  actually  on  duty  elsewhere  must  be  marched  to  the 
fort,  the  regimental  commanders  reporting  to  the  officer  of 
the  Pioneers  for  instruction.  That  order  held  until  May  18, 
when  the  work   had  so   far   progressed   that   an    order  was 

issued  reducing  the  working  force 
to  a  daily  detail  of  fort}'  men  from 
a  regiment.  When  not  at  work  on 
the  fort  or  on  picket,  drill  went  on 
with  the  certainty  of  fate,  seldom 
interrupted  by  rain  or  anything 
else.  The  weather  was  warmer 
than  it  is  in  Oliio  at  tliat  season  of 
the  year.  Shelter  tents  were  dis- 
covered to  be  inferior  to  a  shingle 
roof  as  a  protection  from  the  sun's 
rays.  We  close  the  record  for  April 
with  a  few  extracts  from  a  diary  : 
"April  7.  —  General  Gilbert  drilled  the  division,  two 
brigades.  We  marched  forward  and  back  in  line  of  battle, 
wheeled,  changed  front  to  right  and  to  left,  threw  out  skir- 
mishers and  recalled  them.  It  was  more  exercise  and  more 
vigorous  exercise  than  we  liked  on  a  hot  day." 

''April  16.  —  The  125th  received  new  hats  to-day  from 
Pliiladel[il)ia,  paid  for  out  of  the  company  savings.  They 
are  finer  and  Itetter  looking  than  those  supjilied  b}'  the  quar- 
termaster." 

"April  19,  Sabbath  Day.  —  Chaplain  Lemuel  F.  Drake, 
121st  O.  V.  I.,  preached  in  camp." 
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"April  30.  —  Our  losses  for  the  month  have  been  as 
foHows  :  Died  —  Simon  Herring,  hospital  stewai'd,  Nicholas 
Keck  and  David  Jack,  of  C\  all  three  interred  at  Nashville; 
number  of  graves  not  known  to  writer.  Chai'les  W.  Henry, 
of  B,  died  at  Camp  Chase  and  was  interred  in  Grave  12, 
Green  Lawn  Cemetery,  Columbus,  Ohio;  John  O.  Thomas, 
of  D,  Grave  199,  Section  D,  Nashville;  John  P.  F(.uts,  of  G, 
Grave  267,  Section  E,  Nashville;  James  R.  Dodge,  of  H, 
Grave  319,  Section  E,  Nashville;  Levi  Splitstone,  of  B, 
Grave  291,  Section  K,  Stone  River  Cemetery,  Murfreesboro  ; 
Samuel  Kessler,  of  D,  Grave  40,  Franklin  Section  of  Stone 
River  Cemetery;  Meredith  F.  Evans,  of  D,  Grave  13,  same 
section  and  cemetery ;  Lewis  Oldridge,  of  E,  Grave  368, 
same  section  and  cemetery;  John  Trube,  of  E,  Gra\e  12, 
same  section  and  cemetery  ;  William  Watson,  of  E,  Grave 
271,  Section  K,  Stone  River;  John  A.  Stewart,  of  F,  Gra\e 
24,  Franklin  Section,  Stone  River. 

"Lieut.  Col.  Henry  B.  Banning  has  been  transferred  to 
the  121st  O.  V.  I.,  Maj.  George  L.  Wood, 
Capt.  Isaac  D.  Spaulding,  Lieut.  Heman 
R.  Harmon  and  Lieut.  Riley  M.  Merrill 
have  resigned,  and  the  following  enlisted 
men  have  been  discharged  on  surgeon's 
certiticate  of  disability,  i:u :  Henrj-  L. 
Barricks  and  Joseph  B.  Naylor,  of  A ; 
D.  D.  McMichael,  Emerson  Brainard  and 
George  French,  of  B  ;  Wilmer  J.  West, 
Linus  H.  Brockett  and  Samuel  T.  Morri- 
son, of  C;  Benton  Gassaway,  of  E; 
Charles  Harbye  and  Aaron  Muck,  of  F,  and  OnL  Sergt. 
Justus  M.  Silliman,  of  G. 

"The  otiicers  liave  signed  and  forwarded  to  the  Governor 
of  Ohio  a  request  for  the  appointment  of  David  H.  Moore 
as  Major,  he  to  recruit  the  two  additional  companies  recpiii-ed 
to  make  a  full  rei!;iment. 
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"  Lieuti'iuiiit  Stewart,  of  A,  has  been  promoted  to  Cap- 
tain of  1)."' 

The  niontli  of  May  passed  withont  coniiict.  The  enemy 
did  not  disturb  us,  and  we  proceeded  with  our  daily  routine, 
content  to  wait  for  a  s^eneral  advance  and  a  decisive  cam- 
paign. We  lived  well,  liations  were  abundant.  Lieuten- 
ant Humphrey,  acting  Commissary,  had  a  bakery  prepared, 
and  issued  soft  bread  in  lieu  of  hard  tack.  The  daily  train 
from  jS^ashville  frecpiently  brought  boxes  of  eatables  from 
Ohio  sent  by  friends.  The  boys  managed  to  procure  milk 
and  other  luxuries  in  the  neighborhood.  A  few  extracts 
from  the  diary  will  sufficiently  show  our  manner  of  life: 

"May  1.  —  The  regiment  started  at  2  a.  m.  with  the 
entire  division  on  a  reconnoissance  towards  Spring  Hill. 
Marched  six  miles,  when  the  enemy's  advance  guards  fall- 
ing back  as  our  cavalry  advanced,  we  were  then  halted  and 
marched  back  to  camp,  arriving  at  10  a.  m. 
"Mrs.  Clitf  and  others  took  tea  at 
Colonel's  Opdycke's  quarters  this  e^•ening. 
"Adjutant  Whitesides  purchased 
Major  Wood's  bay  horse,  "Billy.''  He  is 
a  beauty.  George  Detrick,  of  E,  has  been 
promoted  to  hos])ital  steward.  He  and 
J.  Fos.  Scott,  of  F,  were  medical  students 
before  enlistment,  and  both  luu'e  been 
doing  duty  as  assistants  to  the  surgeons.'' 
"May  3,  Sunday.— Willam  Maloy,  of 
He  has  been  acting  as  ambulance  driver  for 
One  week  ago  to-day  he  came  to  Captain 
Parks  and  said,  "  Captain,  we  are  going  home."  "  I  hope 
so,"  said  tlie  Captain.  Maloy  replied:  "There  is  no  doubt 
about  it,  this  book  says  so,"  and  held  up  a  pocket  liible.  By 
that  time  the  Captain  saw  that  the  man  was  ill  and  delirious. 
He  went  with  him  to  headquarters.  Surgeon  McHenry 
thought  he  might  l)e  sent  home,  but  it  was  not  done  at  once, 
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and  he  grew  worse  rapidly.  It  was  a  \ery  sad  death.  He 
repeatedly  called  for  his  wife  and  little  girl,  and  getting  no 
response,  would  say:  "My  darlings,  I'm  coming  home."  He 
spoke  the  names  of  the  absent  loved  ones  with  almost  his 
last  breath.' 

"May  5. — George  Rummage,  colored,  was  enlisted  to-day 
in  Company  C  as  under  cook.  Orders  to-night  to  strike  tents 
at  signal  "stand  to  arras"  in  the  morning." 

"  May  (3.  — Broke  camp  and  moved  over  to  Carter's 
wood ;  pitched  tents  during  a  shower  of  rain,  and  com- 
menced felling  the  trees.  The  entire  division  is  here  and  at 
the  same  work." 

"May  7.  —  Still  slasliing  timber. 
Avill   have  a   clear   sweep   when  we 
finish." 

"  May  8. — The  beautiful  grove 
is  a  thing  of  the  past.  The  division 
goes  back  to  the  old  camp  in  the 
morning.  We  stay  here  for  picket 
duty  to-morrow." 

"May  10.  —  Relieved  from 
picket  by  the  115th  Illinois." 

"May  12.— Q.  M.  Sergt.  Mel- 
vin  E.  Hillis  has  been  discharged 
for  disability,  and  Sergt.  William 
II.  Crowell,  of  B,  has  been  promoted 
to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  Corp.  Roliii  D.  Barnes  gets  Crowell's 
place  as  Sergeant." 

"May  19.  —  On  picket  on  south  side.  Colonel  and 
Adjutant  dined  at  Mrs.  Neelj-'s.  Lieutenant  Barnes  and  I 
dined  at  Mr.  Carter's,  and  his  daughters,  handsome,  bright 
girls,  about  14  and  16  years  old,  played  the  piano  for  us; 
good,  reliable  secesh  music.  They  declined  to  favor  us  with 
Union  songs.     Their  brothers  are  in  the  Southern  Army." 
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"May  25. — Target  practice  this  moniing.  Adjutant 
Whitesides  made  tlie  best  shot.     Brigade  drill  at  5  p.  m." 

"May  31,  Sunday.  —  lielieved  the  115th  Illinois  on 
picket  on  south  side. 

"Peter  Demmee,  of  Company  H,  has  been  appointed 
principal   nuisician. 

"  Our  losses  have  been  heavy  this  month.  By  death  : 
Amos  Huntsberger,  of  D,  who  was  discharged  on  Marcli  3, 
but  by  some  fatality  the  discharge  failed  to  reach  him  at  the 

hospital  in  Xashville,  and  he  died 
on  the  9th  of  this  month.  Had  he 
received  the  discharge  promptly  he 
would  have  readied  home,  and 
might  have  recovereih  His  grave 
is  Xo.  551,  Section  E,  Xashville. 
William  Maloy,  of  F,  interred  in 
Stone  River  Cemetery,  and  Jessie 
Baldwin  Guilford,  of  E,  in  Stone 
River  Cemetery,  numbers  of  graves 
not  known  to  writer:  Orrin  F. 
Gates,  of  B,  Grave  1,  Franklin  Sec- 
tion, Stone  River;  George  AY.  Cal- 
vin, of  A,  Grave  3,  and  Sergt.  Samuel  Corwin,  of  E,  both  in 
Franklin  Section,  Stone  River ;  Victor  Lambod}',  of  G, 
Grave  277,  in  Section  K,  and  Isaac  Goodman,  of  A,  Grave 
279  in  same  section,  both  in  Stone  River  Cemetery ;  Edward 
Wilcox,  of  F,  Grave  1168,  Section  B,  Xew  Alban}',  Ind. : 
James  Thompson,  of  F,  Grave  62,  Section  B,  Row  3,  Cave 
Hill  Cemetery,  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  Elmer  H.  Waters,  of  B, 
in  same  cemetery. 

"  Capt.  C.  C.  Baugh,  Lieut.  Charles  Harshman  and 
Assistant  Surgeon  Porter  Yates  have  resigned,  and  the  fol- 
lowing enlisted  men  ha\'e  been  discharged  on  surgeon's  cer- 
tificate of  disability  :  Melvin  E.  Hillis,  Quartermaster  Ser- 
geant;   Corp.  Darwin  F.  Allen,  of  B:   David  Baxter,  of  D 
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James  Sigler  and  John  Singer,  of  E;  John  Barbour  and 
Joseph  A.  Walker,  of  G ;  George  Stewart  and  Charles 
Harvey,  of  H.'' 

On  June  2  Gilbert's  division  marched  to  Triune,  and  on 
the  3rd  General  Granger's  headquarters  came  also,  leaving 
Baird's  division  at  Franklin.  On  the  7th  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry made  a  spirited  attack  at  Triune,  but  were  repulsed  by 
our  cavalry. 

On  the  8th  an  order  issued  by  General  Hosecrans  trans- 
formed the  tr(^ops  of  the  Army  of  Kentucky,  serving  in 
his  department,  into  an  organization  styled  the  "  Keserve 
Corps,"  leaving  General  Granger  in  command.  On  the 
same  day  an  order  w^as  issued  transferring  the  125th  Ohio  to 
the  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Twenty -first  Army  Corps. 
That  brigade  then  consisted  of  the  64tli  and  ()5th  Ohio,  3i-d 
Kentucky  and  125th  Ohio,  Col. 
Charles  G.  Harker  commanding. 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Wood  was 
division  commander  and  Maj.  Gen. 
Thomas  L.  Crittenden,  corps  com- 
mander. 

On  the  9th  the  enemy  again 
demonstrated  at  Triune,  driving  in 
the  pickets  and  maintaining  a  heavy 
skirmish  during  the  afternoon. 

On  the  11th  the  enemy  made  a 
direct  advance  and  planted  a  bat- 
tery, under  cover  of  which  their 
cavalry  charged  and  were  repulsed  by  our  cavalry.  On  each 
occasion  the  125th  w^as  in  line  but  not  under  fire,  except  that 
a  few  shells  passed  over  our  heads. 

The  125th  remained  in  camp  at  Triune  until  June  21, 
when  we  marched  over  to  Murfreesboro  and  went  into  camp 
with  Barker's  brigade.  The  transfer  of  the  regiment  was 
brought   about   V)y  the   intercession  in   our   behalf  of  Brig. 
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Gen.  -lames  A.  Garfield,  chief  of  staff  to  General  Ivosecraiis, 
General  Garfield  feelino-  special  interest  in  the  regiment  on 
account  of  his  friendship  with  our  Colonel,  and  from  tlie 
fact  that  a  majority  of  the  officers  and  men  were  from  the 
"Western  Reserve.  At  the  time  of  the  transfer  the  relations 
between  Colonel  Opdycke  and  General  Gilbert  were  decid- 
edly strained.  The  latter  had  requested  the  Governor  of 
Ohio  to  commission  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Gifford  as 

lieutenant  in  the  125tli  in  order  to 
qualify  him  for  detail  as  aide-de- 
cam[)  on  General  Gilbert's  staff. 
The  Governor  caused  the  commis- 
sion to  issue.  The  first  notice  to 
the  regiment  of  the  threatened  in- 
Aasion  of  our  ranks,  was  when  the 
young  man  called  on  the  Colonel 
and  requested  an  assignment  to  a 
company  to  enable  him  to  be  mus- 
ered  in.  The  Colonel  was  indig- 
nant, and  refused  the  assignment. 
An  angry  correspondence  ensued 
with  the  General.  The  Colonel  called  a  meeting  of  our 
officers  to  consider  the  case,  and  all  agi-eed  that  no  ci\ilian 
sliould  gain  a  place  that  ought  to  be  reserved  as  a  reward  for 
meritorious  conduct  of  our  own  men  in  the  ranks.  A  letter 
was  written  to  the  Governor  aiul  signed  by  all  the  officers, 
protesting  against  the  injustice  to  our  enlisted  men  of  pro- 
moting a  civilian  over  tliem  without  the  consent  of  any 
member  of  the  regiment. 

The  Colonel  wrote  to  Senator  Wade,  exphuning  the 
affair,  asking  his  assistance,  and  reminding  the  Senator  that, 
while  Gilbert  was  a  captain  in  the  regular  army  and  had  been 
appointed  and  was  acting  as  l^rigadier  general,  his  appoint- 
ment had  not  been  confirmed  by  the  Senate.  In  a  short 
time  the  Senate  faUed  to  confirm,  and  Captciin   Gilbert  was 
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ordered  on  duty  elsewhere.  Probably  tlie  unwise  contest 
over  a  statt"  api)ointment  caused  the  wreck  of  his  militar}- 
career. 

On  June  23  the  regiment  was  inspected,  and  (^-ders 
received  to  march  with  the  command  n.ext  day  in  the  ad- 
vance on  Tullahoma. 

We  close  this  chapter  with  record  of  losses  for  June. 

Malcolm  Thompson,  of  11,  left  the  ranks  on  the  march 
from  Franklin  to  Triune,  probably  to  do  some  foraging  on 
his  own  account,  and  never  returned.  It  was  reported  in 
the  regiment  some  months  later  that  he  had  been  captured 
by  the  enemy,  some  one  claiming  to 
have  seen  an  account  of  him  in  the 
Chattanoof/a  Hrhcl. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  com- 
rades who  died  in  June :  Adam 
Bassett,  of  G,  died  at  Franklin  and 
w^as  buried  at  Nashville  ;  William 
Osborn,  of  A,  died  at  Franklin,  and 
was  buried  in  Grave  542,  Section  J, 
Stone  River  Cemetery,  Murfrees- 
boro ;  Joel  I^.  Williams,  of  B,  died 
at  Franklin,  interred  in  Grave  250, 
Section  K,  Stone  River  Cemetery;      i^"".  dakusw.  j-wnkos^m,. 

Eli  J.  Foltz.  of  F,  died  at  Xashville,  interred  in  Grave  391, 
Section  C,  Nashville  ;  Horace  Bunnell,  of  A,, died  at  Louis- 
ville, and  was  interred  in  Cave  Hill  Cemetery;  Alexander 
D.  Pollock,  of  A,  died  at  Nasliville  and  was  buried  there; 
Thomas  Jones,  of  G,  died  at  Louisville,  and  was  interred  in 
Grave  48,  Section  B,  Row  3,  Cave  Hill  Cemetery.  Lieut. 
Marshall  M.  Richards  resigned,  and  the  following  comrades 
were  discharged  on  surgeon's  certiticate  :  Michael  J'erringer, 
Morgan  Brown  and  William  T.  Smith,  of  B;  William  Hol- 
lister,  of  D  ;  Michael  Dunn,  of  E ;  Leander  Cattrell,  of  F  : 
Morris  Gritfin,  of  G,  and  Alva  Silverthorn,  of  H. 


CHAPTER  V. 


THE  TULLAHOMA  CAMPAIGN  AND  HILL8B0R0. 


Murfreesboro  Laving  been  fortified  as  a  depot,  and  suffi- 
cient supplies  aecuniulated  to  justify  another  advance  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  a  campaign  was  opened  on  June 
23, 1863,  which  compelled  General  Bragg  to  abandon  Middle 

Tennessee  and  fall  back  beyond  the 
Tennessee  River.  At  the  time  fixed 
for  the  advance,  Buckner's  corps  of 
Bragg's  army  was  in  East  Tennessee, 
and  his  cavalry  force  had  been 
weakened  to  send  Gen.  John  Mor- 
gan on  his  famous  raid  through 
Indiana  and  Ohio.  Buckner  was 
recalled,  and  by  using  the  railroad 
succeeded  in  getting  his  command 
up,  the  last  brigade  arriving  tlie 
veiy  night  Tullahoma  was  evacu- 
ated. It  was  too  late  to  recall  the 
cavalry  when  Rosecrans  ad^■anced,  and  for  once  the  latter 
had  as  nuiny  horsemen  as  his  adversary. 

Although  no  general  engagement  resulted,  the  move- 
ments involved  hard  work,  severely  testing  the  discipline 
and  endurance  of  the  troops.  By  skillful  combinations, 
involving  a  few  combats  in  which  the  Union  losses  were  less 
than  one  thousand  men,  Rosecrans  turned  his  opponent  out 
of  an  intrenched  line  and  forced  him  to  retreat  across  the 
Tennessee  River. 

In  his  official  report,  General  Rosecrans  described  the 
enemy's  position  as  follows :  "  Their  main  base  of  supplies 
was  at  Chattanooga,  but  a  vastly  superior  cavalry  force  had 
enabled  them  to  command  all  the    resources  of   the  Buck 


Ma.i.  Gi:x.  a.  M<D.  .\I(  C 


TULLAHOMA  CAMPAIGN. 


65 


River  Valley  and  the  country  southward.  Tullahonux,  a 
large  intrenched  camp,  situated  on  the  '  Barrens.'  at  the 
intersection  of  the  j^ashville  k  Chattanooga  Railroad  with 
the  McMinville  branch,  was  their  main  depot.  Its  front  was 
covered  by  the  defiles  of  Duck  River,  a  deep,  narrow  stream 
with  but  few  fords  or  bridges,  and  a  rough,  rocky  range  of 
hills  which  divide  the  'Barrens'  from  the  lower  level  of 
Middle  Tennessee.  Bragg's  main  army  occupied  a  strong 
position  north  of  Duck  River,  the  infantry  extending  from 
Shelbyville  to  Wartrace,  and  their  cavalry  on  their  right  to 
McMinville  and  on  their  left  to  Columbia  and  Spring  TTill, 
where  Forrest  Avas  concentrated  and 
threatening  Franklin.  The  position  ot 
Bragg's  infantry  was  covered  by  a  range 
of  high,  rough,  rocky  hills,  the  principal 
routes  passing  southward  from  Murfrees- 
boro  toward  Tullalioma,  and  the  line  ot 
the  enemy's  communications  are :  Tin 
Manchester  pike,  passing  these  liills 
through  Hoover's  Gap,  and  ascending  to 
the  'Barrens'  through  a  long  difficult 
canon  called  Matt's  Hollow ;  tlie  Wart- 
race road  through  Liberty  Gap,  which  passes  into  the  one 
along  the  railroad  by  Bellbuckle  Gap;  the  Shelbyville  turn- 
pike, running  through  Guy's  Gap ;  the  Middletown  dirt 
I'oad  ;  the  road  by  Versailles  into  the  Shelbyville  and  Triune 
roads,  both  of  which  avoid  passes  and  have  few  defiles. 

"  The  enemy  held  all  these  passes,  and  his  main  position 
in  front  of  Shelbyville  was  strengthened  by  a  redan  line, 
extending  from  Horse  Mountain  on  the  east  to  Duck  River 
on  the  west,  covered  by  a  line  of  abattis.'* 

If  Rosecrans  could  pass  his  army  through  tlie  ga}>s  and 
concentrate  at  or  near  Manchester,  the  strong  defensive  line 
north  of  Duck  River  would  Ite   untenable,  and  Bragg  must 
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then  defend  Tullahonia  by  giving  battle  on  the  plateau, 
where  he  would  have  no  advantage  arising  from  the  char- 
acter of  the  ground,  or  await  an  attack  within  his  intrench- 
ments  at  Tullahoma  and  risk  losing  his  railroad.  He  seems 
to  have  expected  that  Rosecrans  would  avoid  the  difficult 
passes  and  advance  by  Shelby ville.  At  least  the  elaborate 
preparation  about  Shelbyville  and  the  weakness  of  the  force 
found  in  each  of  the  gaps  on  the  other  routes  indicates  as 
much.  Eosecrans  preferred  to  avoid  a  direct  attack  upon 
the  iiUrenched  line,  where  success  if  obtained  must  be  by 
dint  of  hard  blows,  and  would  leave  to  Bragg  safe  avenues 
of  retreat  on  good  roads.  He  decided  to  turn  the  enemy's 
right  flank  by  way  of  Manchester.  The  initial  movements 
were  designed  to  deceive  Bragg  and  lead  to  a  concentration 
of  his  forces  in  the  direction  of  his  left  liank  and  away  from 
the  coveted  passes. 

General  Granger  was  ordered  to  take  his  forces  to 
Triune,  west  of  Murfreesboro,  where 
he  could  advance  by  the  Shelby- 
ville and  Triune  pike.  On  June 
23,  Granger,  under  orders,  sent 
Mitchell's  division  of  cavalry  on  the 
Eaglcville  and  Shelbyville  pike  to 
make  a  furious  attack  and  drive  in 
both  the  cavalry  and  infantry  out- 
posts of  the  enemy  to  liis  main  line, 
at  the  same  time  ad\ancing  with  his 
own  infantry  and  Brannan's  division 
of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  to  Salem. 

SiCRGT.  Fred.  n.  Knicjht.  B  (ISiiO).      , .        ^^  i  -r.    i  ,        ,.     .    . 

On  the  same  day  manner  s  division 
of  the  Twentyfirst  Corps  moved  t)ff  east  from  Murfreesboro 
to  the  vicinity  of  Bradyville,  taking  a  brigade  of  cavalry, 
"vvith  orders  to  seize  the  head  of  the  deMle  leading  up  to  the 
"Barrens"  by  an  obscure  dirt  road  leading  on  to  Manchester 
by  Lumley's  Station. 
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Oil  the  morning'  of  the  24th  the  entire  urmy  was  in 
motion.  McCook's  corps  (Twentieth)  advanced  on  the 
Shelbvville  road,  one  division  to  Fosterville  to  cover  the 
movement  of  the  other  two  divisions,  they  turning  to  the 
left  after  proceeding  a  few  miles  into  a  road  leading  by  way 
of  Millersburg  to  Liberty  Gap.  Granger's  corps  and  Bran- 
nan's  division  advanced  toward  Shelbyville,  Brannan  also 
turning  to  the  left  after  a  few  miles  to  pass  by  Christiana 
and  join  the  Twentieth  Corps.  The  advanced  division  of 
the  Twentieth  Corps  was  also  to  rejoin  by  way  ot  Christiana 
after  Grangei"  having  demonstrated  towards  Shelbyville  also 
passed  over  to  within  supporting  distance.  Thomas,  with 
the  Fourteenth  Corps,  moved  on  the 
Manchester  pike  direct  to  Hoover's  Gap. 
Crittenden  left  Van  Cleve's  division  to 
garrison  Murfreesboro,  and  ordered 
Palmer  to  advance  followed  by  AYood, 
the  latter's  division  to  camp  the  first 
night  at  Donald's  Church  on  the  Brady- 
ville  road  almost  due  east  from  Mur- 
freesboro. It  will  be  seen  that  the 
demonstration  of  the  day  before  towards 
Shelbyville  was  emphasized  by  the  direc-  ■'"^- '  ■  ^- '"""'-  ^  ^'^■ 
tion  taken  and  apparent  destination  of  the  bulk  of  the  army 
on  the  morning  of  tlie  24th,  and  the  ruse  appears  to  have 
been  effective.  McCook's  men  took  Liberty  Gap  after  a 
sharp  fight,  and  Wilder's  mounted  brigade  surprised  and 
carried  Hoover's  Gap  before  the  main  infantry  support  of 
the  small  force  guarding  it  could  be  brought  up,  and  wlien 
the  eneni}'  did  arrive  Wilder  fought  them  until  Reynolds' 
division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  arrived.  jS'either  pass  was 
held  by  a  suflicient  force. 

The  orders  for  June  25  were  for  Thomas  to  advance 
and  drive  the  enemy  beyond  Fairfield  toward  Wartrace, 
McCook  to  advance   and  take  position   behind  Tliomas   at 


68 


OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 


Beecli  Grove,  leaving  a  division  to  hold  Liberty  Gap,  which 
was  to  l)e  withdrawn  later  and  follow,  Crittenden  to  advance 
to  LiinileN^'s  stand,  six  miles  east  of  Beech  Grove.  Should 
Thomas  succeed  iu  driving  the  force  ou  his  Hank  toward 
AVartrace,  he  was  to  leave  a  division  to  cover  the  road  and 
march  rapidly  to  Mauchester,  to  be  followed  by  McCook  on 
the  pike  and  by  Crittenden  on  the  road  from  Bradyville  via 
Lumle3'"s  stand.  Granger  and  tlie  cavalry  were  to  make 
demonstrations  farther  to  the  right. 

It  began  raining  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  and  rained 
incessantl}'  for  eight  da^'s,  greatly  retarding  movements,  so 
that  most  of  the  operations  ordered  for  the  25th  were  not 
concluded  until  tlie  20th.  Thomas  hav- 
J^WfSik  ^*^^  advanced,  driving  the  enemy  before 

/     "     ''^^  him,  beyond  Fairlield,  Reynolds'  division 

tL  9  with  baggage  moved  during  the  night  of 

'^      "  tlie   2(Jth   to  within   live   miles   of  Man- 

chester, Wilder's  brigade  having  seized 
Matt's  Hollow  during  the  afternoon,  thus 
securing  the  passage. 

On  the  27th  Reynolds'  and  part  of 
Negley"s  divisions  arrived  at  Mancliester, 
Sheridan's  division  arrived  on  the  28th, 
and  all  of  McCook's  and  Crittenden's  divisions  were  up 
before  night  on  the  29th.  In  the  meantime,  on  the  25th, 
after  McCook  had  marched  to  join  Thomas  at  Beech  Grove, 
leaving  Johnson's  division  to  guard  Liberty  Gap,  the  enemy 
made  an  attempt  to  recover  the  gap,  but  were  easily  repulsed. 
On  the  27th,  when  Rosecrans'  advance  reached  Manchester, 
Bragg  immediately  abandoned  his  intrenchments  about  Shel- 
byville.  Granger  and  Stanley,  who  had  joined  Granger 
with  the  cavalry,  advancing  at  the  same  time,  occupied 
Shelbyville,  having  met  with  but  slight  resistance  at  Guy's 
Gap  and  from  the  rear  guard  at  Shelbyville. 
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On  the  29tli  General  Thomas  advanced  from  Manchester 
to  Crumpton's  Creek,  posting  Brannon  on  tlie  right,  liey- 
iiolds  next  on  the  left  with  headquarters  at  Concord  Church, 
ISTeglev  one  mile  further  to  the  left,  while  Sheridan's  division 
of  the  Twentieth  Corps  advanced  to  the  right  and  north  of 
Brannon.  ()n  June  30  reconnaissances  were  made  from 
each  division.  On  July  1  Johnson  and  Davis  were  ordered 
to  advance  to  the  right  of  Sheridan  and  Palmer  and  Wood 
to  take  position  on  the  left  of  Thomas,  but  before  the  last 
division  was  iairly  under  way  intelligence  was  recei\ed  of 
Bragg's  retreat,  he  ha\'ing  evacuated  the  work>  at  Tulla- 
lioma  during  the  night. 

But  for  the  continuous  rains  it  would  have  been  impos- 
sible for  Bragg  to  ha\e  remained  as  long  as  he  did  without 
fighting  a  battle.  It  was  but  a  short  march  to  Estell  Spi'ings, 
where  the  railroad  crosses  the  Elk  River  southeast  of  Tulla- 
homa,  and  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  or  of  the  railway 
below  would  have  rendered  Tullahoma 
untenable  and  made  it  difficult  for  Bragg 
to  remove  his  supplies.  The  difficulty 
of  moving  men  and  the  impossibility  of 
moving  artillery  or  wagons  across  the 
fields,  no  doubt  deterred  Bragg  from 
giving  battle  either  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fairfield  to  prevent  the  advance  to  Man- 
chester or  near  Manchester.  The  fact 
that  Buckner's  Corps  was  brought  for- 
ward     proves      that     he     did      not     in     the       ^-r.Ar.BKurM.Mnn.us.i;. 

beginning  intend  to  retreat  without  fighting.  General 
Rosecrans  has  been  criticised  by  some  writers  for  not  advanc- 
ing at  once  and  rapidly  from  Manchester  upon  Estill  Springs 
without  waiting  for  all  the  divisions  to  come  up,  and  also  for 
sendino*  Crittenden'  cor])S  so  far  to  the  east.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  dirt  roads  on  wliich  Crittenden's  corps 
marched  would  ha\'e  been  just  as  good  as  the  pikes  but  for 
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the  extraordinary  rain,  and  that  he  was  in  better  supporting 
distance  of  Thomas  at  Beech  Grove  from  Lnmley's  stand 
six  miles  away  to  the  east  than  he  woukl  liave  been  if  fol- 
lowing Thomas  on  the  pike  through  Hoover's  Gap.  i^o 
man  who  participated  in  that  struggle  with  mud  will  ever  be 
convinced  that  Rosecrans  could  have 
accomplished  more  than    he   did. 

The  total  losses  in  killed  and  wound- 
ed of  the  Army  of  the  Gumberland  did 
not  exceed  six  liundred  men.  Bragg's 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  about  the 
same,  and  he  lost  besides  over  sixteen 
hundred  men  who  were  captured  and 
about  four  thousand  bj'  desertion,  so  that 
his  etfective  force  was  about  six  thousand 
CLAinvVA.N\vii:,c.  ]ggg  .^j-,.g^.  crossing  the  Tennessee  than  it 

was  at  Duck  Kiver.  His  retreat  occurring  at  the  same  time 
with  the  surrender  of  Vicksburg  and  the  defeat  of  Lee  at 
Gettysburg,  must  have  contributed  to  make  mau}^  a  South- 
ern man  despondent  of  iinal  success. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  DIARY. 


June  24.  —  Marclied  at  7  a.  .ai.  towards  Manchester; 
made  twelve  miles  and  camped  for  the  night  at  Donald's 
Church.  Rained  all  day.  Heard  cannonading  off  to  our 
right  in  afternoon. 

June  25.  —  The  12.3th  acted  as  train  guard  to-day. 
Marched  at  8  a.  m.  in  a  heavy  shower  of  rain.  Was  detained 
by  bad  roads  and  troo[)S  preceding  us  on  the  road.  Passed 
Bradyville  at  noon  ;  camped  at  4  p.  ai.,  distance  made  only 
six  miles. 

June  26.  —  Still  raining.  In  cam[)  all  day  waiting  for 
Palmer's  wagons  to  get  up  tiie  mountain  and  give  us  the 
road. 
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June  27.  —  Marclied  at  10  a.  m.  Ascended  the  hill  to 
the  ''Barrens,''  leaving  our  wagons  with  Wagner's  brigade  to 
bring  tlieni  up.  It  rained  most  of  the  day.  C-aniped  at 
4  p.  M.  ;  distance  gained,  iive  miles. 

fTune  28,  Sunday.  —  Marclied  at  5  a.  .m.,  our  regiment  in 
advance.  Several  heavy  showers.  Camped  at  4  i\  m.  Our 
wagons  came  up — part  of  tliem.  Two  were  hopelessly 
mired  and  w^ei'e  burned.  The  animals  are  on  half  rations. 
Made  ten  miles  to-day. 

June  29. — In  camp  all  day.      Kainod  several  showers. 

June  30. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.,  our  brigade  train  guard. 
Reached  Mancliester  at  10  a.  m.  Enemy  reported  in  force  at 
Tullahoma,  11  miles  distant.  Marched  _ 
four  miles  to-day. 

July  1.  —  Marched  at  5:30  p.  m.  and 
camped  at  9  p.  m.,  on  road  to  Hillsboro. 

July  2.  —  Marched  at  5  a.  m.,  passed 
Hillsboro  at  7  and  halted  near  Pelham  at 
1  p.  M.  At  4:30  marched  again,  retrac- 
ing our  steps  towards  Ilillsljoro.  Cam}»ed 
at  8  p.  -Ai.  in  a  wheat  tield.  Distance 
to-day  eighteen  miles. 
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July  3.  —  Marched  at  5  a.  m.,  halted 
at  8  A.  M.  at  Hillsboro.  At  11  a.  m.  marched  again  back 
towards  Pelham.  Halted  at  4:30  p.  m.  near  our  old  camp. 
Distance  to-day  twelve  miles.     It  rained  in  afternocm. 

July  4.  —  In  camp  near  Pelham.  Rain  showers  fre- 
quent. A  dispatch  received  says  Vicksburg  has  fallen.  An 
artillery  salute  of  thirty-four  guns  was  fired  in  honor  of  the 
event.  There  has  been  some  vigorous  foraging  to-day  b}'  this 
command.     For  live  days  past  have  been  on  half  rations. 

July  5.  —  More  rain  and  more  foraging.  • 

July  6.  —  A  dispatch  was  read  to  the  regiment  by  Adju- 
tant Whitesides  telling  of  a  glorious  victory  by  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  at  Gettysburg.  Pa.  We  gave  our  eastern  com- 
rades tliree  cheers. 
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HILLSBORO. 


On  July  8  the  1st  unci  ord  Brigades  t)f  Wood's  division, 
under  orders  marched  to  Ilillsboro  and  went  into  camp, 
remaining-  there  six  weeks. 

The  commissioned  officers  of  the  125t]i  found  them- 
selves without  tents,  it  being  reported,  l)nt  not  officially,  that 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  wagon  train  liad  dumped  them 
to  lighten  the  loads.  However  tliat  may  have  l^een,  they 
ne\er  came  up.  A  tent  was  [irocured  for 
lieadcpiarters,  and  a  fly  taken  from  a  hos- 
pital tent  was  made  to  cover  the  beds  of 
all  the  line  officers.  Some  of  the  officers 
had  suffered  a  still  greater  loss,  having 
failed  to  find  their  valises  in  any  wagon 
that  came  that  way,  and  being  com[telled 
to  order  new  ones  and  new  dress  uniforms 
from  Ohio. 

From  the  first  to  the  last  day  at 
lt.  (;i  n.  wm.  .1.  H  MM.,:...  xiillsboro  the  troops  were  kept  busy  with 
incessant  drills,  daily  dress  parade,  fatigue  duty,  guard  dut\-, 
ins}»ections  and  all  the  details  of  camp  life. 

In  the  officers'  school,  Butterfield's  work,  "Camp  and 
Outpost  Duty  for  Infantry,"  and  otlier  military  works  were 
carefuly  studied. 

Tlie  Officer  of  the  Day  was  required  to  inspect  the  men's 
quarters  and  all  parts  of  the  camp  daily,  reporting  in  detail 
the  condition  of  the  grounds  and  quarters  as  to  cleanliness 
and  neatness:  and  he  also  inspected  the  cooking,  assuring 
himself  that  both  beans  and  bacon  were  fit  to  eat  Itefore 
being  served. 

The  daily  dress  }»arade  was  preceded  by  an  inspection  of 
arms,  equipments  and  clothing.  Books  were  supplied,  in 
which  all  the  details  of  the  several  inspections  were  recorded, 
each   man  l»eing  given  his  proper  per  cent,  in  the  company 
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record,  and  eiu-li  coinpaiiy  its  proper  average  in  tlu'  regi- 
mental record.  There  was  rivalry  to  ol)tain  the  highest 
grade,  and  after  a  few  «Uiys  the  inspector  seUloni  f(»und  a  gun 
in  condition  to  mark  his  white  ghjve,  or  discovered  soiled 
clothing  or  untidy  quarters.  The  effect  of  that  training  was 
noticeable  to  the  end  of  the  war.  The  men  of  the  12.3th 
always  thereafter  made  the  best  appearance  possil)le  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  tliey  were  ])laced,  and  were  often 
dubbed  "regulars"'  l)y  men  serving  in  regiments  less  thor- 
oughly instructed.  Good  health  [U'evailed,  and  hard  woi-k 
kept  muscles  in  condition  to  endure  hard  marching  when 
the  next  advance  should  l)e  ordered.  It  is  worthy  of  r.ote 
that  at  this  time  al)Out  all  the  men  of  weak  physi(jue  were 
aU'eady  out  of  the  service  or  in  hospital  and  convalescent 
camps,  from  which  they  were  discharged  or  transfen-ed  to 
the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps.  Almost  all 
the  losses  from  causes  other  than  gun 
shot  wounds  occurred  in  the  tirst  year. 
In  1864  only  seventeen  men  died  from 
causes  other  than  gun  shot  wounds,  ten 
of  them  in  the  two  new  companies 
(I  and  Iv)  and  part  of  the  others  in  rel)el 
prisons,  the  rest  being  men  who  had 
joined  as  recruits.  In  1865  live  died 
from  disease,  four  of  them  having  joined 
within  a  year  as  recruits.  si  i 

It  was  apparent  when  we  went  into  eam}>  at  the  close  of 
the  Tullahoma  campaign,  that  it  would  l)e  a  work  of  weeks 
if  not  months  before  tlie  railway  could  be  restored,  cars  and 
locomotives  procured,  supplies  accumnlated  near  the  front, 
and  all  things  pre[>ared  to  sustain  the  army  in  its  next 
advance,  which  must  be  to  the  south  side  of  the  Tennessee 
River. 

The  ever  lengthening  line  of  supplies  became  more  and 
more    subject   to   interru}»tion    by  caxahy   raids,   making   an 
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acciiraulation  of  rations  and  forage  near  tlie  army  an  indis- 
pensable condition  to  its  existence  in  the  presence  of  the 
enemy,  where  concentration  and  slow  progress  would  make 
it  impossible  to  live  otf  the  country. 

Colonel  Opdycke  took  advantage  of  the  situation  to 
send  several  officers,  each  accompanied  by  two  or  tliree 
enlisted  men,  on  recruiting  service  in  Ohio,  expecting  to 
get  them  back,  with  a  goodly  number  of  recruits,  in  time 
for  the  next  movement. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  DIARY. 


July  8.  —  Marched  at  10  a.  .m.      Arrived  at  llillsboro  at 
4  r.  M. :   <listance,  nine  miles.      Cami)ed. 

July  0.  —  Captains  Parks,  of  F,  and 
\'^allendar  of  H,  Surgeon  McHenry, 
Sergt.  Maj.  Seabury  A.  Smith,  two  ser- 
geants and  se^'eral  men  started  to  Ohio 
(in  recruiting  service.  Lieutenant  Hum- 
jphreys  is  to  command  F.  and  Lieutenant 
Clark  to  command  H. 

July  10. — Moved  camp  over  to  Fond 
Spring,  one-half  mile  northwest  of  town 
in  a  beautiful  grove. 

July  12. — Foraging  parties  bring  in 
abundant  supplies,  apples,  potatoes,  blackberries,  etc. 

duly  13. — A  camp  guard  stationed  to-day.     Too  much 
irregular  foi-aging. 

July  15.  —  Captain  Yeomans  arrived  to-day  from  Ohio^ 
Avhere  he  went  to  recover  liis  health. 

July  16.  —  Semi-monthly  inspection   by  Ca})tain  Eaton, 
65th  O.  V.  I.,  Brigade  Inspector. 

July  19.  —  Six   officers  and  192   men   of   tliis  regiment 
detailed  to-day  on  various  duties. 


Sergt.  J.  S.  Sti.n(.ek,  F 
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July  20. —  We  are  }iract'R'inu'  the  moxeiiu'iits  '' advance, 
firing'"  and  "  retreat,  firing,"  in  which  files  are  (h)uhle(l,  four 
men  deep,  with  intervals  between  files  througli  which  rear 
rank  men  pass  running  to  the  front,  firing  and  halting  to 
load,  while  the  next  rank  passes  fartlier  to  the  front,  and  so 
on.  In  retreat  the  order  is  reversed,  tlie  front  rank  firing 
and  passing  to  rear  to  load.  It  looks  like  an  effective 
maneuver. 

efuly  21.  —  The  regiment  was  paid  this  morning  for  two 
months. 

July  26.  —  General  Wood  and  (^olonel  Ilarker  inspected 
our  camp,  and  said  it  was  the  best  in  the 
division. 

July  30. — Xo  drill  this  afternoon  on 
account  of  hard  rain  storm. 

July  31.  —  Losses  for  July  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Corp.  Joseph  Wilson  and  Bates 
Lerontie  straggled  on  the  march  on  the 
2nd  in.st.  and  were  captured  bj'  the 
enemy;  Thomas  C.  Jones,  of  D,  died  on 
the  25th.  and  was  interred  in  Grave  3, 
Section  J^,  Stone  River  Cemetery,  Mur- 
freesboro.  Six  men  have  been  discharged  on  surgeon's  cer- 
tificate of  disability,  ciz :  Joshua  Callahan,  of  A  ;  Charles  A. 
Austin  and  Harrison  Turner,  of  B;  Sergt.  Carlos  W.  Fisher, 
of  E ;  Augustus  Duchraan  and  George  Seignuer,  of  F. 
Seignuer  served  in  H  but  mustered  in  F. 

August  2,  Sunday.  —  Religious  services  at  6:30  w  m.  by 
Captain  Powell,  of  the  65th  0.  V.  I. 

August  3.  —  New  order  for  drills  to-day.  Officers'  drill 
at  7  A.  M.,  skirmish  drill  at  8,  company  drill  at  1  \\  m.,  and 
battalion  drill  at  4 ;  one  hour  for  each  drill.  Dress  parade 
at  sunset. 

August  5.  —  Adjutant  Whitesides  and  his  colored  boy 
started  to  Xashville  on   four  davs'  leave.      Will    leave   their 
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horses  at  Slicll)yville  and  take  cars.  The}'  have  commisions 
to  purchase  all  they  will  be  able  to  carry  for  the  rest  of  us. 
August  9. — Whitesides  returned  this  evening.  Reports 
that  he  met  Colonel  Banning  at  Shelby- 
ville,  Dr.  Cliff  and  Mrs.  Hoffman,  from 
Franklin,  at  JSTashville ;  Colonel  Pa^aie 
and  Major  Hampson,  of  the  124th,  at 
Mancliester,  and  had  a  good  time  gen- 
crally. 

August  13.  —  A  heavy  storm  of  rain 
and  wind  to-day.  A  tree  blown  down 
injured  several  men  in  the  64th  Ohio. 

August  14. — Inspection  by  battalion 
to-day,  men  equipped  read}'  to  march. 
The  Division  Inspector  othciated.  This  and  other  things 
indicate  an  early  move. 

August  15.  —  Our  sick  men  ha\'e  been  sent  from  regi- 
mental to  general  hospital.     We  anticipate  orders  to  march. 


William   MrXrRL.vND,  ]•'. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


CHICKAMAUGA   CAMPAIGN. 


(AU<;i"ST  IG  TO  SEPTEMBER  18,   1S(«.) 


When  General  Bragg  evacuated  Tullalioma  lie  occupied 
Chattanooga  with  the  main  body  of  his  army,  posting 
detachments  to  watch  the  river  crossings  above  and  below. 

The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  did  not  immediately  pur- 
sue. The  next  objective  for  Rosecrans  was  Chattanooga,  the 
gateway  to  East  Tennessee  and 
to  iSiorthern  Georgia.  An  advance 
to  that  point  involved  crossing  the 
Cumberland  Mountains  and  also  the 
Tennessee  River,  Before  entering 
upon  an  enterprise  of  such|magni- 
tude,  it  was  necessary  to  repair  the 
railroad  and  accumulate  supplies  at 
the  front.  By  August  12  the  rail- 
way Avas  repaired  to  Bridgeport, 
Sheridan's  division  having  moved 
there  in  advance  of  the  general 
movement.  On  the  Kith  the  cam- 
paign opened.  In  the  next  tive  days  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland struggled  with  and  triumphed  over  the  obstacles 
presented  by  the  rocky  slopes  and  bad  roads  of  the  Cumber- 
land range,  and  heads  of  columns  reached  the  river  at  various 
points  above  and  below  Chattanooga.  It  was  Rosecrans' 
purpose  to  cross  the  Tennessee  River  below  Chattanooga, 
and  b}'  threatening  Bragg's  line  of  supplies  force  the  latter 
to  the  alternative  of  evacuating  the  town  or  risking  the  loss 
of  the  railway  to  Atlanta  by  which  he  was  supplied.  The 
initial  movements  of  our  army  were  so  ordered  as  to  deceive 
Bragg  and  lead  him  to  expect  an  effort  to  cross  above  Chat- 
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tanoo^^a,  Avhere  lie  made  preparations  to  resist,  leaving  the 
river  below  guarded  by  cavalry  only.  Our  several  corps 
moved  as  follows:  Crittenden's  corps  on  the  left;  Wood's 
division  from  Hillsboro  by  Pelham  and  Tracy  City  to 
Therman  in  Sequatchie  Valley,  twenty-one  miles  north  of 
Jasper;  Palmer's  division  from  Manchester  to  Dunlap,  a 
few  miles   north  of   Therman;    Van   Cleve's   division   from 

McMinville  to  Tikeville,  at  the  head 
of  Sequatchie  Valley.     Mint3''s  cav- 
alry   on    the    extreme    left    drove 
Dibrell's    cavalry  toward   Kingston. 
Tlutmas'  corps  was  the  center,  and 
his  divisions  moved :    lieynolds,  fol- 
lowed by  Brannan.  to  the  mouth  of 
^,  ^tfMS^^^^Ji     l>attle  Creek ;    Negley,  followed  by 
S'^P^^HPI^r       Baird,    marched    via    Tantallon    to 
Crow    Creek,    at    a    point    between 
Anderson     and    Stevenson.       Sheri- 
dan's   division    of    McCook's    corps 
LiKi-T.  KicHAUD  K.  Hri,sE  (1S64).     ^^g.  already  at  Bridgeport  when  the 

movement  began.  Johnson's  division  marched  to  Bellefonte 
and  Davis'  division  to  a  point  nearer  Stevenson.  All  were 
concealed  from  the  observation  of  the  enemy  posted  along 
tlie  river.  Plazen's  brigade  of  Palmer's  division  and  Wag- 
ner's brigade  of  Wood's,  with  Wilder's  brigade  of  mounted 
infantry,  pushed  on  across  Walden*  Ridge,  and  together  with 
Minty's  cavahy,  made  themselves  oftensively  conspicuous 
along  the  river  from  Chattanooga  to  Harrison's  Landing  and 
above,  mo\ing  from  point  to  point,  blowing  bugles,  exhibit- 
ing artillery  and  troops,  building  numerous  fires  at  night, 
throwing  pieces  of  planks  and  logs  into  creeks  to  float  down 
and  suggest  the  construction  of  boats,  and  by  various  expe- 
dients trying  to  convince  the  enemy  that  our  main  body  was 
concentrating  there,  when  in  fact  preparations  were  in  pro- 
gress to  cross  many  miles  below\     At  daylight  on  the  29tli 
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part  of  Davis'  dixisioii  crossed  at  Caperton"«  in  pontoon 
boats,  drove  ott"  a  small  force  of  tlie  enemy's  cavalry  and 
quickly  laid  a  bridge,  on  which  the  rest  of  the  division 
crossed,  followed  by  Johnson  and  IS^egley.  Sheridan  crossed 
by  a  pontoon  and  trestle  combined  at  Bridgeport,  Baird  fol- 
lowing. Brannan  crossed  at  the  month  of  Battle  Creek  on 
rafts,  and  Reynolds  at  Shell  Mound,  using  a  couple  of  tlat- 
boats.  Crittenden's  divisions  then  moved  down  tlie  valle}' 
and  crossed  at  Battle  Creek  and  Shell  Mound,  leaving  Hazen, 
Wagner,  Wilder  and  Minty  on  the  north  side. 

The  dithculties  of  the  campaign  were  not  ended  with 
the  passage  of  the  river.  Raccoon  Mountain  and  then 
Lookout  loomed  up  across  the  path  of  McCook  and  Tlionuis, 
Lookout  rising  to  the  height  of  2,400  feet,  with  steep  slopes 
surmounted  by  perpendicular  cliffs,  the  only  practicable  roads 
being  at  Johnson's  Crook  and  Winston's,  one  twenty-six 
miles  and  tlie  other  forty-two  miles  from  Chattanooga.  Tlie 
necessity  for  transporting  supplies  and 
ammunition  in  wagons  made  long  trains, 
and  increased  the  labors  of  the  troops. 
Davis,  leading  in  McCook's  corps,  reached 
the  pass  at  Winston's  on  the  2d  of  Sep- 
tember. Negley,  at  the  head  of  Thomas' 
cor})S,  reached  Stevens'  Gap  on  the  8tli. 
Crittenden  moved  from  Shell  Mound  on 
the  5tli,  reconnoitered  at  the  north  end 
of  Lookout  on  tlie  Ttli,  on  the  9tli  dis- 
covered that  Bragg  had  evacuated  and  at 
once  marched  to  Chattanooga.  It  Avas 
believed  that  Bragg  was  retreating,  and  Ci-ittenden  was 
ordered  to  pursue.  On  the  10th  it  was  discovered  that  the 
enemy  had  retired  by  the  Lafayette  road,  and  Crittenden 
was  ordered  to  halt  at  Ringgold  and  send  a  reconnoisance  to 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill.  It  was  ascertained  definitely  on  the 
lltli   that  Bragg  was  in  tlie   vicinity  of  Lafayette   with   his 


Ma.t.  CI  F.N.  .T.  T.  Wii.DKi:. 


8o 


OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 


main  body,  uiid  orders  were  sent  for  McCook  to  move  at 
once  to  St(;vens*  Gap,  and  for  Crittenden  to  concentrate  at 
Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill  and  open  communication  with 
Thomas.  Xegley  was  near  \>\x^  Gap  on  the  evening  of  the 
lOtli  and  Baird  joined  him  on  the  morning  of  the  11th, 
wlien  tliey  discovered  the  enemy  approaching  in  vastly 
superior  forces,  and  fell  back  to  Stevens'  Gap. 

Bragg  had  moved  out  of  Chattanooga  to  place  his  army 
across  Kosecrans'  line  of  advance,  hoping  to  strike  and  crush 
the  several  corps  m  detail.  He  had 
ordered  his  subordinates  to  attack 
^etjlev  on  the  10th,  but  thev  failed  to 
execute  the  order,  which  was  re'iewed 
for  tlie  next  day.  On  the  next  day, 
when  Xegley  and  Baird  retreated,  more 
than  twenty-five  tliousand  infantry  were 
advancing  upon  them,  but  they  managed 
to  escape  without  tlje  loss  of  a  gun  or 
wagon. 

Foiled  in  his  first  attempt,  Bragg 
then  sent  Polk's  and  Walker's  corps  to  attack  Crittenden  at 
Lee  and  Gordon's.  Polk  liesitated  and  called  for  reinforce- 
ments, and  was  again  ordered  to  attack  on  the  13th,  and 
promised  Buckner's  corps.  General  Bragg  went  to  the  front 
on  the  13th,  found  no  attack  had  been  made,  and  that  Crit- 
tenden's corps  held  a  strong  position.  He  claims  to  have 
been  disa[»pointed  by  the  tardiness  of  his  subordinates,  but 
tacitly  approved  their  course  by  not  attacking  after  he  was 
present  in  person.  He  took  five  days  more  for  preparation, 
the  delay  giving  him  a  reinff)rcement  of  Longstreet's  corps 
from  Virginia,  but  in  the  meantime  the  three  corps  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  separated  beyond  supporting 
distance  in  crossing  the  mountains,  had  reunited.  On  that 
date  Bragg  issued  his  order  for  battle,  and  on  the  18th  his 
army  executed  the  initial   movements  that  brought  on  the 
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contlict.  Our  account  of  the  battle  is  reserved  for  a  separate 
chapter,  and  we  conclude  this  one  with  a  fuller  account  of 
our  own  movements. 

The  125th  Ohio  marched  from  Hillsboro  with  the  com- 
mand (Barker's  brigade  of  Wood's  division)  on  Sunday 
morning,  August  16.  At  the  foot  of  the  mountains  near 
Pelham,  arms  were  stacked,  and  othcers  and  men  lined  the 
road,  or  what  passed  fn-  a  road,  from  the  base  to  the  summit, 
each  regiment  armed  with  ropes  and  assigned  a  certain  space 
to  keep  clear.  As  a  wagon,  gun  or  caisson  came  up,  the 
men  attached  a  rope  and  supplemented 
the  ettbrts  of  the  animals  to  keep  the 
wheels  turning.  Men,  horses  and  mules 
scrambled  over  the  rough  sui-face,  tugging 
with  might  and  main,  until  the  border  of 
the  next  beat  was  passed,  when  a  new  set 
took  charge  and  the  first  set  returned  to 
tlieir  starting  point.  Soldiers  will  get 
amusement  out  of  almost  any  situation, 
and  they  made  light  of  that  hard  work 
for  a  few  hours.     After  that  they  began  ^'''-  ^"  ^'°^''- 

to  realize  that  it  requires  a  great  many  wagons  to  carry 
twenty  days'  rations  for  men  and  animals,  in  addition  to 
ammunition,  medical  supplies  and  other  things  required  1)}^ 
an  army.  That  tug  of  war  continued  from  Sunday  evening 
until  Tuesday  morning,  the  men  working  turn  about  day 
and  night.  The  Ijands  furnished  fine  music.  Torches  were 
lit  at  night,  and  the  scene  must  have  been  full  of  interest  for 
civilian  spectators,  if  there  were  any. 

The  work  was  prosecuted  without  a  moment's  inter- 
mission until  the  last  wheel  was  on  top  of  the  mountain. 
General  Wood  and  the  in'igade  commanders  were  along  the 
line,  and  certainly  did  not  sleep  for  two  nights.  Their  pres- 
ence insured  the  presence  of  all  other  officers  and  had  its 
effect  upon  the  men,  who  naturally  thought  that  the  General 
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would  not  work  his  troops  at  that  gait  unless  there  was 
urirent  necessity.  The  reason  for  the  extraordinary  exertion 
was  an  order  from  the  eonnnanding  general  to  be  at  Ther- 
man  m  the  tSequatchie  Valley  on  Wednesday,  the  19th. 
When  the  train  was  all  up  the  troops  were  permitted  to  rest 
for  a  few  hours  and  then  marched  to  Tracy  City,  arriving  at 
dusk  and  going  into  bivouac  for  tlie  niglit.  At  3  o'clock  next 
morning  the  march  was  resumed,  and  Marker's  brigade 
arrived  at  Thcrman  about  10  p.  m.,  tinding  it  much  easier  to 
dcsceiul  the  mountain  aftei-  dark  than  it 
was  to  climb  up  in  the  daylight.  The 
march  on  that  day  was  twenty-eight 
miles,  mountaineer's  measurement,  and 
many  of  the  bo3'S  thought  it  was  surely 
forty.  Xext  day  Genei'al  Wood  issued  a 
congratulatory  order,  thanking  officers 
and  men  for  cheerful  ol)edience  to  orders 
and  the  patient,  persistent  laljor,  which 
brought  the  command  over  the  moun- 
tains by  an  obscure  and  difficult  road 
within  the  time  set  by  General  Rosecrans.  It  was  some 
satisfaction  to  be  thus  assured  that  our  hard  work  was 
appreciated. 

On  Thursday,  the  20th,  a  regular  camp  was  laid  out,  in 
which  the  brigade  remained  until  September  1.  On  the 
morning  alter  our  arrival  at  Therman,  Colonel  Opdycke 
directed  one  of  the  lieutenants  to  take  some  men  with 
blankets  to  one  of  the  numerous  peach  orchards  in  the 
vicinit}'  and  bring  in  peaches  to  supply  the  regiment.  The 
orderly  sergeants  were  requested  to  send  a  man  or  two  from 
each  company.  In  addition  to  the  regular  detail,  many 
others  caught  up  a  blanket  and  fell  in.  The  lieutenant 
being  inexperienced  in  supplying  peaches  for  a  regiment, 
could  not  conscientiously  object,  not  knowing  how  many 
peaches  a  blanket  would  hold  or  a  soldier  would  carry.    The 
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result  was  that  "peaches  for  the  regiment'"  were  brou<i-ht  in, 
the  supply  lasting  for  ten  days. 

On  the  21st  the  Srd  Kentucky  went  towards  Jasper  to 
repair  the  road.  On  the  22nd  there  was  a  false  alarm,  and 
we  moved  out,  expecting  to  meet  the  enemy.  Failing  tO' 
lind  him,  returned  and  had  a  brigade  drill,  and  we  drilled 
each  day  thereafter  during  the  month.  On  the  29th  Henry 
Baker,  of  C,  died  in  the  regimental  hospital,  and  was  buried 
on  the  30th  with  the  honors  of  war.  His  grave  is  on  top  of 
the  wooded  knoll  overlooking  the  camp  ground.  Other 
deaths  in  August  were:  Granville  Tucker,  of  E,  at  Mur- 
freesboro,  buried  in  Grave  477,  Section  N,  Stone  River 
Cemetery;  Frank  Miller,  of  G,  at  Cmnberland,  Md.,  interred 
at  Antietam,  Md.,  and  Henry  Thiele,  of  H,  at  Xashville, 
buried  in  Grave  3G3,  Section  3. 

The  following  Avere  discharged  on  surgeon's  certilicate 
of  disability  ;  Simon  S.  C03',  of  A ;  Eras- 
tus  Brainard  and  Elbert  R.  Higbee,  of  C  ; 
John  Jones,  Thomas  Gillen  and  Marcus 
B.  Clark,  of  D.  Gillen  recovered  his 
health  and  I'e-enlisted  in  D,  January  6, 
1864. 

In  this  month  we  began  to  lose  uien 
from  our  rolls  by  a  new  process,  transfer 
of  invalids  to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 
the  list  of  transfers  for  the  month  includ- 
ing Jacob  S.  Blim,  of  A  ;  Bert  Holloway, 
of  E;  Matthew  Dulybon,  of  F;  John  Hunkler  and  Henry 
Sehelhass,  of  G. 

Harker's  brigade  marched  on  September  1,  following 
Buell's  brigade,  and  camped  at  night  near  Jasper.  On  the 
morning  of  the  3rd  we  marched  to  the  river  and  crossed  at 
Shellmound,  using  two  small  llatboats,  the  last  load  crossing 
at  !•  p.  .M.  No  move  on  the  4th  ;  waiting  for  the  wagon 
trains,  which  crossed  on   the  bridge  at  Bridgeport.      Many 
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of  the  men  visited  the  cave.  On  the  5th  the  comniand 
advanced  nine  miles  toward  Chattanooga,  Harker's  brigade 
in  advance  and  the  ord  Kentucky  leading.  Palmer's  division 
followed  Wood's.  On  the  6th  Wood  marched  to  Wauhatchie, 
the  Third  Brigade  still  in  advance.  The  skirmish  line  was 
made  up  of  details  from  the  regiments,  onr  Companies  A, 
P  and  1)  among  the  numlier,  and  commanded  Ijy  Lieutenant 
■Colonel  Bullitt,  of  the  Third  Kentucky.  After  dark  the 
command  fell  l)ack  three  miles.     The  mo^■ements  of  the  day 

were  in  plain  view  of  the  enemy  on 
Lookout  Mountain,  whose  signal 
iiags  were  seen  by  us,  probably 
reporting  our  numbers  and  progress. 
On  this  date  Joseph  H.  Sperry,  of 
F,  died  in  the  regimental  ambulance. 
His  remains  now  lie  in  Grave  300, 
Section  L,  Chattanooga. 

On  the  7th  Harker's  brigade 
made  a  reconnoisance  to  the  north- 
ern end  of  Lookout  Mountain.  The 
skirmishers  met  those  of  the  enemy 
not  far  from  our  camp,  and  drove 
them  back  rapidly.  The  country  was  densely  wooded  and 
rather  ditticult  to  march  over  in  line,  l)ut  tlic  command  kept 
well  up  to  the  skirmish  line,  all  advancing  until  the  enemy's 
main  line  was  in  plain  view  and  their  artiller}'  opened,  when, 
the  purpose  of  the  movement  being  accomplished,  the  lines 
were  retired  out  of  range,  and  at  6  p.  m.  the  brigade  marched 
back  to  the  camp. 

On  the  8th  Harker  issued  a  congratulatory  order,  in 
which  Companies  B,  D  and  E  of  the  125th  Ohio,  and  B,  F 
andK  of  the  3rd  Kentuck}',  constituting  the  skirmish  line  on 
the  7th,  were  specially  praised  for  elhcient  work.  The 
wagons  came  up  to  camp,  and  rations  of  flour  and  cornmeal, 
ground  at  a  mill  in  the  vicinity  of  cam[i,  were  issued.     At 
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9  A.  M.  on  the  9th  it  was  Uiarned  that  Chattanooga  had  been 
evacuated.  Wood's  division  marched  at  once,  Bnell's  brig- 
ade in  ad\ance,  and  entered  Chattanooga  before  noon.  On 
the  10th  Harker's  brigade  marched  ten  miles  toward  Ring- 
gold, crossing  Mission  Ridge  at  Rossville,  and  camped  by  a 
large  potato  tield.  The  boys  dug  most  of  the  crop  inside  of 
ten  minutes.  On  the  11th  Ilarker  countermarched  to  the 
road  leading  to  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill,  and  advanced  on  it^ 
coming  in  contact  with  the  enemy's  rear  guard  within  a  mile 
or  two  after  turning  south.  The  advance  was  resisted  and 
shar}t  skirmishing  ensued,  the  enemy  falling  back  from  one 
position  to  another,  and  about  dark  retired  across  the  Chicka- 
mauga.  Harker  halted  at  the  mill.  The  enemy  probably 
retarded  our  mai'ch  to  cover  the  movement  of  trains. 
Before  arriving  at  the  mill,  the  125th  was  detached  and  left 
in  a  position  to  cover  intersecting 
i'oads  until  after  the  rest  of  the  brig- 
ade arrived  at  the  mill,  when  we 
went  forward  and  rejoined  after 
dark.  On  the  12th  four  companies, 
our  Company  II  and  one  from  each 
regiment,  under  Major  Brown,  of  the 
(ioth  Ohio,  crossed  the  Chicamauga 
and  advanced  on  the  Lafayette  road 
to  learn  whether  the  enemy  remained 
in  the  vicinity.  A  cavalry  picket 
post  was  found  within  two  miles 
and  the  pickets  were  driven  into 
their  camp,  where  the  enemy  formed  a  line,  dismounted  and 
opened  with  artillery,  (diecking  the  further  advance  of 
Brown's  skirmishers.  When  the  tiring  began  at  the  picket 
line  Harker  crossed  with  the  brigade,  and  coming  up  formed 
line  in  rear  of  the  skirmishers  and  advanced  upon  the  camp. 
The  enemy  then  retired  in  haste  and  disappeared,  and  we 
returned  to  our  own  camp  at  3  f.  m.     On  the  loth,  tlie  date 
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on  wliieh  Polk  was  to  attack,  the  125tli  was  on  picket  near 
Crawfish,  Companies  A,  C  and  H  on  ontposts  and  the  4th 
U.  S.  Cavalry  on  our  right.  On  the  14th  the  64th  and  12oth 
Ohio  made  a  reconnoisance  on  tlie  Lafayette  road,  and 
bivouacked  at  night  about  two  miles  tVoin  cam}i,  returning 
early  on  the  14th.  In  the  afternoon  of 
the  14th  the  brigade  made  a  reconnoi- 
sance to  the  front  at  the  same  time  with 
simihir  movements  on  roads  in  trout  of 
Tan  Cleve's  division  to  our  right.  Our 
Companies  B,  C-  and  E  did  the  skirmish- 
ing. A  ritle  trench  was  constructed 
along  the  stream,  extending  some  dis- 
tance aliovc  and  l)elo\v  the  mill,  on  which 
the  ]25th  did  its  share  of  work  on  the 
15th  and  Kith.  All  quiet  on  our  front 
on  the  17th.  Ai'tillcry  tiring  lii-ard  to  our  right.  Twenty 
rounds  of  ammunition  issued  in  addition  to  forty  already  in 
the  boxes,  was  the  only  intimation  given  of  the  im})ending 
battle. 
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CHAPTER  YII. 


BATTLE   OF   CHICKAMArCTA. 


On  the  evening  of  Se}>teinLer  17,  1863,  tlic  three  corps 
of  tlie  Army  of  the  Cinn1)er]an<l,  for  tlie  tirst  time  since  the 
campaign  opened,  were  witliin  supporting  distance  of  eacli 
othei".  The  right  rested  at  Stevens'  Gap.  and  tlie  line 
extended  down  the  valley  on  tlie  west  side  of  tlie  (Miicka- 
mauga  to  Lee  and  Gc)r(h)n"s 
Mill,  wliereBueirsand  Ilai-- 
ker's  Ijrigades  ot  Wood's 
division  guarded  the  road 
from  Lafayette  to  Chatta- 
nooga. Rosecrans'  force 
south  of  the  Tennessee,  in- 
cluding three  l)rigades  of 
the  Reserve  Corps  then  at 
Rossville  Gap,  and  cavalry, 
was  al>ont  sixty  thousand. 
Wagner's  hrigade  of  Wood's 
division  held  Chattanooga, 
and  Post's  hrigade  of  Davis' 
division  guarded  tlie  trains 
and  were  not  engaged.  A 
fair  estimate  of  our  forces 
engaged  is  al)out  tifty-two 
thousand.      General    Bragg 

had  heen  hea^•ily  reinf)rced.  Biickner's  corps,  a  part  of 
Longstreet's  corps  from  Virginia,  and  ahout  ten  thousaml 
men  from  Johnston's  army  in  Mississippi,  joined  him,  mak- 
ing his  aggregate  according  to  the  nH)St  reliahle  data  ohtain- 
ahle,  over  eighty  thousand.  Bragg's  right  was  near  Lee  and 
Gordon's,  and  his  left  near  Lafayette.      Tlie  advance  division 
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of  Longstreet's  corps  then  eominu'  forward  from  the  railroad 
was  at  Rino-gold,  directly  east  from  Lee  and  Gordon's. 
Brag-g's  purpose  was  to  cross  at  the  bridges  and  fords  below 
Lee  and  Gordon's,  then  wheel  to  the  left,  gaining  the  road 
to  Chattanooga,  attack  our  left  at  the  mill,  drive  it  back  on 
the  center,  and  if  possible  to  drive  the  whole  up  the  valley 
and  awa}"  from  Chattanooga.  By  that  movement  Bragg 
would  fight  with  his  back  to  Chattanooga  and  prevent  Rose- 
crans  from  going  there,  unless  the  latter 
should  be  able  to  win  a  very  decisive  vic- 
tory with  an  inferior  force. 

Bragg's  order  required  Longtreet's 
corps  (Hood  commanding)  to  cross  at  or 
near  Reed's  bridge,  Walker's  cor[ts  at 
Alexander's  bridge,  Buckner's  corps  at 
Thedford"s  ford,  all  to  turn  to  the  left 
and  attack  and  press  Crittenden  up  the 
stream  from  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill. 
Polk's  corps  was  to  press  to  the  front  of 
Lee  and  Gordon's,  and  if  unable  to  cross  there  to  bear  to  the 
riglit  and  cross  at  Dalton's  or  Thedford's  and  join  in  the 
attack.  Hill's  corps  was  to  press  forward  above  Lee  and 
Goi'd(jn's  and  ascertain  if  reinforcements  were  going  to  Crit- 
tenden, in  which  case  he  was  to  attack  them  in  Hank. 

The  Confederates  were  in  motion  early  on  the  18th.  At 
noon  Bush  rod  Johnson's  division  readied  Pea  Vine  Creek, 
three  miles  east  of  Reed's  bridge,  and  met  Minty's  brigade 
of  cavalry.  The  latter  resisted  stubbornl}'.  Johnson  \vas 
compelled  to  fight  his  way  forward,  and  did  not  effect  a 
crossing  until  late  in  the  afternoon. 

The  advance  of  Polk's  corps  felt  our  lines  at  Lee  and 
Gordon's  at  noon,  his  skirmishers  making  it  hot  for  our 
Companies  A  and  H  and  comrades  from  other  regiments 
picketing  across  the  river,  but  our  lines  were  held.  125th 
men    ].rol)ably   fired    the    first    sliot    bv  our  infantrv  in   the 
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battle.  IjiddelTs  division  of  Walker's  corps  reached  Alex- 
ander's bridge  in  the  afternoon,  and  met  Wilder's  brigade  of 
mounted  infanti-y.  AValthalTs  l>rigade  attacked  Wilder  and 
forced  him  l)ack,  l)nt  Wilder's  men  destroyed  the  bridge- 
before  leaving  it,  and  LiddelTs  tro(i[is  were  forced  to  seek  a 
ford.  They  crossed  at  Byram's,  a  ford  a  mile  below  and  fol- 
lowed    Hood,    who    was     then    jiressing    Minty   and  Wilder 
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towards  Lee  and  (Gordon's.  Wilder  retii'ed  to  the  crest  east 
of  Vmiard's,  where  he  remained  during  the  night  with  Hood 
in  close  contact.  If  (General  Bragg  could  have  dropped  his- 
divisions  into  jiosition  on  our  side  of  the  Chickamanga  by 
noon  of  that  day  our  case  would  have  been  ho[)eless  ;  but 
thev  were   obliued   to   march   over   l»ad    i-oads   and    overcome- 
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resistance  iVoni   our  luonntiMl  troo[)S,  whicli   made  it  iiii[>os- 
sible  to  attiurk  in  force  on  that  day. 

By  the  morning  of  the  19th  movements  on  our  side 
frustrated  Bragg's  i)lan  of  Ijattle.  Ci'ittenden  moved  Van 
Cleve's  and  Pahner's  divisions  from  their  position  on  the 
right  of  Wood  to  the  left,  and  formed  along  tlie  Lafayette 
road  fi'om  the  mill  northward.  Thomas  and  McCook  moved 
l)y  the  left  iiank,  their  march  ol)sti'ucted  In"  darkness  and 
waiion  trains,  the  head  of  the  column  reaching  Kellj^'s 
about  daylight.  Brannan's  division  moved  north  on  the 
Lafayette  road  to  McDonald's,  where  it  turned  east  and 
adxanced  towards  Jay's  Mill.  I>aird 
formed  at  Kelly's.  Reynolds  was  coming 
up  after  Baird.  Negley's  division  had 
been  halted  opposite  Glass*  Mill  to  watch 
Breckinridge.  The  three  divisions  of 
McCook's  corps  were  following  Thomas' 
ti-oops  as  fast  as  the  obstructed  condition 
of  the  road  }ierniitted.  Bragg's  plan  of 
fighting,  with  his  back  to  Chattanooga 
and  driving  ]{osecrans  u})  the  valley,  was 
no  longer  practicable. 
As  Brannan  moved  eastward  from  McDonald's,  Bragg's 
forces  were  forming  line  to  attack  at  Lee  and  Gordon's.  His 
left  rested  near  Dalton  ford,  the  lines  extending  northward, 
facing  west.  Hood's  two  divisions,  under  Bu>lii-od  .IV)hiison 
and  E.  M.  Law,  constituted  the  right  wing,  and  Buckner's 
two  divisions,  under  A.  P.  Stewart  and  AVilliam  J'reston,  tlie 
left  wing.  Gheatham's  division  of  li\e  Ijrigades  was  in 
reserve  behind  the  left  wing.  Walker's  corps,  two  divisions, 
under  Liddell  and  Gist,  were  in  rear  of  the  right  wing  and 
moving  up  to  go  into  position.  Forrest's  cavalry  had  been 
sent  to  Jay's  Mill  to  watch  Gordon  Granger's  force  and  guard 
the  right  flank.  Breckinridge  and  Cleburne,  of  Hill's  corps, 
and  Hindman,  of  Polk's  corps,  had  not  crossed,  and  McLaw, 
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of  Loiigstreet's  corps  did  not  arrive  until  the  inorii- 
iug  of  the  20tli.  Tlie  array  opposite  Crittenden,  however, 
•was  more  than  sufficient  to  crush  the  latter  if  Bragg  liad 
V)een  }ierniitted  to  carry  out  his  intended  wlieeling  nn)venient 
towards  the  inilh  But  before  he  began  to  nu)\e,  at  7:30  a.  m. 
Brannan  encountered  Forrest,  and  opened  the  battle  over 
two  miles  to  Bragy-'s  right.  Croxton's  and  ^'an  Dei'veer's 
brigades  on  the  front  line.  ConnelTs  bi'igade  supporting,  all 
jtushed  resolutely  forward.  Forrest  (piickly  discovered  his 
inability  to  hold  and  called  for  infantry.  Wilson's  brigade 
I  came  to  him  from  Alexander's  bridge,  followed  soon  by  Ec- 
tor's brigade.  Meantime.  Baird  moved  eastward.  One  of  his 
brigades  (King's)  relieved  Croxton  on  tlie  front  line,  another 
(Scribner's)  pressed  forward  on  the  right,  and  the  wliole  were 
fiercely  engaged  with  the  Confederate  infantry.  Liddell's 
division  was  next  sent  to  the  right  by  Bragg,  formed  north 
of  Winfrey's.  mo\'ed  forward  on  Haird's 
right  Hank,  and  drove  the  latter,  ca[)tur- 
ing  his  guns,  but  wa>  in  turn  taken  in 
flank  l)y  Croxton  and  \ -aw  Derveer  turn- 
ing upon  them  from  the  north,  and  in 
tui'u  driven.  Cheatham  followed  Liddell 
and  foi'med  with  his  right  near  Winfrey's, 
and  on  advancing  his  right  tirst  ein-oun- 
tered  and  drove  Starkweather  on  Baird's 
left  and  then  met  liicharfl  W.  Johnson's 
division  of  McCook's  cor[is,  while  liis  left 
encountered  Palmer's  division,  both  divisions  having  hurried 
forward.  The  battle  line  was  lengthening  and  extending 
southward.  The  several  divisions  on  either  side  arriving 
successively  extended  tlie  lines,  and  eacli  in  turn  fouml  the 
flank  of  tlie  opposing  force  and  gained  temporary  success, 
only  to  be  in  turn  Hanked  and  terrilily  punished.  Bi-agg  was 
lighting  with  his/Wrr  towards  Cliattanooga,  and  his  opponent 
in  full  })ossession  of  tlie  roads  leading  there. 
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About  1  1".  .M.  ReviKjlds"  (livi.sion  came  up  and  went  into 
action,  Turchin's  Iji-igade  on  Palmer's  left,  King's  brigade  on 
his  i-iglit.  Stewart's  division  of  the  enemy  came  up  about 
the  same  time,  on  Cheatham's  left,  and  advancing  enconn- 
ter(,'d  two  brigades  of  Van  Cleve's  division  east  of  Brother- 
ton"s.  Meantime,  Davis'  division  had  turned  east  from 
Widow  Glenn's,  crossed  the  road  at  Viniard's,  Barnes'  brig- 
ade of  Van  Cleve  forming  on  his  right  and  AVilder  on  his 
left,  and  the  whole  advancing  encoun- 
tered Bushrod  Johnson's  division  and 
Trigg's  brigade  of  Preston's  divisicjn,  and 
became  hotly  engaged.  By  noon  the 
light  on  our  extreme  left  subsided,  both 
sides  retiring,  Brannan  and  Baird  to  the 
vicinit}'  of  tlie  Chattanooga  roach  Baird 
advanced  again  later,  while  Brannan 
Avent  to  another  part  of  the  lield. 

About  the  middle  of  the  afternoon 
Davis  was  forced  back  to  tlie  west  side  of 
the  road  at  A'iniard's  and  Van  Cleve  at  Brotherton's,  both 
making  a  stand  near  the  road,  but  Van  Cleve  being  flanked 
and  again  driven,  the  Confederates  gained  and  crossed  the 
road.  Col.  llans  C.  lleg,  commanding  one  of  Davis'  brig- 
ades, was  killed  at  that  time.  It  seems  there  was  an  inter- 
val between  A'an  Cleve's  right  and  Davis'  left,  which  enabled 
the  enemy  to  turn  the  tlank  of  l)oth.  The  Union  cause  was 
then  ill  extreme  peril  on  that  part  of  the  line,  hut,  fortu- 
nately, hel[i  was  at  hand.  XegleA^'s  division  liad  laced 
Breckinridge  at  Glass'  Mill  from  nn^rning  until  afternoon. 
Early  in  the  morning  Helm's  brigade  crossed  the  stream,  and 
was  stop[ted  by  .lolni  Beatty's  brigade  of  Xegley's  division, 
the  tight  soon  sul:)siding  into  an  artillery  duel.  While 
Breckinridge  remained  there,  thi'eatening  to  turn  our  right, 
Negley  was  compelled  to  stay  also,  but  at  last  Breckinridge 
was  called  away  and  !N"egley  then  hastened  forward,  arriving 
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near  sunset,  and  moved  forward  into  tlie  tield  vacati'd  l)}^ 
Van  Cleve.  Meantime  Brannan  Lad  been  sent  from  the  left, 
and  Wood  from  Lee  and  Gordon's,  to  aid  in  restoring  the 
broken  line.  AVood  sent  Buells  brigade  into  action  with 
Davis,  where  it  sustained  heavy  losses,  and  sent  Harker\s 
brigade  northward  astride  the  road,  wliei'e  the  latter  rendered 
important  service. 

Sheridan's  division  of  McCook's  corps  was  the  last  to 
arrive  on  the  field,  reaching  Lee  and  Gordon's  as  Wood  was 
leaving.  Sheridan  followed  Wood,  Bradley's  l)rigade  going 
in  on  Buell's  right.  The  combined  efforts  of  Brannan, 
Negley,  Wood  and  Davis  forced  the  Confederates  Ijack 
again,  and  just  before  sunset  the  fight 
stopped  with  the  Union  forces  in  full  pos- 
session of  the  road.  Baird  and  Johnson 
held  an  advanced  position  and  Avere 
ordered  to  retire  to  the  vicinity  of  Kelly's. 
Just  as  they  were  in  the  act  of  moving, 
Cleburne's  division  coming  forward  from 
Jay's  Mill,  attacked,  Cheatham  joining, 
and  the  battle  was  renewed  in  that  quar- 
ter, raging  for  another  hour,  when  it  was 
ended  for  the  day  by  Baird  and  Johnson 
retiring  out  of  range.  Each  side  lost  a  brigade  com- 
mander in  that  final  struggle.  Col.  P.  P.  Baldwin,  of 
Johnson's  division,  on  our  side,  and  Brig.-  Gen.  Preston 
Smith,  of  Cheatham's  division  of  the  enemy,  were  killed. 
Nearly  every  brigade  in  our  army  had  been  in  action,  most  of 
them  under  fire  much  longer  and  suffered  greater  losses  than 
our  own.  We  were  favored  by  fortune  in  not  being  sent  in 
until  late  in  the  da}',  and  also  in  the  opportunity  to  do  good 
effective  work  with  comparatively  light  losses.  Van  Cleve 
had  been  assailed  by  Clayton's  brigade  in  front,  while  Ful- 
ton's brigade  and  two  regiments  of  Gregg's  Ijrigade,  by  a 
partial  wheel  to  the  right,  crossing  the  Lafayette  road,  came 
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iilioii  his  I'iulit  tlahk.  AVlieii  lie  retreated  the  enemy's  force 
hc'M  their  position  across  the  road.  By  Ilarkers  order  the 
125th  Ohio  deployed  to  the  right  of  the  road  near  Viniard's, 
with  tlie  64th  Ohio  on  onr  right,  leaving  the  65th  Ohio  and 
>>rd  KentiU'ky  for  a  second  line.  When  the  enemy  was 
enconntei'ed  the  65th  Ohio  and  ord  Kentncky  were  also 
deiiloyed  to  the  left  of  the  125th.  Before  advancing  many 
I'ods  the  125tli,  on  emerging  from  a  thicket  into  more  open 
tind)ei-,  found  itself  in  close  contact  with  a  Confederate  regi- 
miMit,  and  volleys  were  exchanged  on  tlie  instant,  followed 
liy  a  sharp  fusilade  as  the  men  reloaded.  The  enem}^,  how- 
ever ga\e  way  at  once,  their  men  rnnning  off  in  confnsion, 
l>ut  leaving  a  few  prisoners.  Quite  a  number  of  them 
dropped  their  guns  and  ran  through  our  line,  going  to  our 
rear  without  escort.  About  the  same  time  we  heard  volleys 
lii'ed  both  to  our  right  and  left,  indicating  that  all  of  Ilarker's 
regiments  had  come  into  action.  By  the 
lirst  vcdie}'  Orderly  Sergeant  Mori'is,  of 
Oompany  A,  was  killed;  William  Meek, 
of  Company  F,  was  mortally  wounded, 
and  ten  others  were  disabled.  Our  volley 
had  l)een  delivered  an  instant  in  advance 
of  that  of  the  enemy,  however,  and  his 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded  far  exceeded 
that  of  the  125th,  as  we  discovered  in 
atlvancing  over  the  ground  they  liad 
occupied.  Ilarker's  line  continued  to 
advance  for  half  a  mile  or  so  after  the  enemy  was  first 
encountered,  our  own  regiment  moving  by  left  iiank  to  close 
on  ord  Kentucky,  then  moving  in  line  northward.  The 
enemy,  seen  through  openings,  were  moving  in  some  disor- 
der across  our  front  eastward,  but  loading  and  tiring  as  they 
ran.  At  times  there  was  also  tiring  upon  the  line  from  our 
right  and  right  rear,  but  no  enemy  was  visible  to  ns  in  that 
direction.     In  that  advance,  as  we  now^  know  from  the  official 
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reports,  Harker"s  brigade  came  upon  the  tiaiik  and  rear  of 
Fultoivs  and  Claytoirs  brigades  and  dispersed  them,  tlins 
recovering  the  line  of  the  Latayette  roach 

The  vital  importance  of  tlie  movement  was  not  sus- 
pected at  the  time.  Commanding  otiieers  could  only  judge 
of  the  progress  of  events  in  those  thickets  by  the  sound  of 
battle,  and  eould  have  seen 
about  as  much  as  the)'  did 
if  the  battle  had  been  in  the 
nighttime. 

The  enemy's  regiments 
encountered  by  Harker's 
brigade,  named  in  their 
order  from  left  to  right,  were 
the  10th  and  41st  Tennes- 
see, of  (jrregg's  brigade  ;  the 
17th,  'lord,  25th  and  44tli 
Tennessee  regiments  of  Ful- 
ton's brigade,  and  the  18th, 
36th  and  38th  Alabama  reg- 
iments of  Clayton's  brigade. 
The  commanders  of  the 
10th  and  41st  Tennessee 
appear  not  to  ha\e  made 
ofticial  reports  of  tlie  en- 
gagement, and  the  brigade  commander.  Col.  Cyrus  A. 
Sugg,  came  into  command  of  the  brigade  at  about  5 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  after  General  Gregg  had  been  dis- 
al>led  by  a  wound,  and  begins  his  report  from  that  point, 
merely  stating  that  the  brigade  at  that  time  had  fallen  back. 
It  is  probable,  however,  that  it  was  these  two  regiments  that 
were  first  encountered  by  the  125th  and  64th  Ohio.  General 
Gregg  fell  in  front  of  the  64tli  Ohio.  From  the  report  of 
Col.  John  S.  Fulton,  commanding  tlie  enemy's  brigade  next 
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to  till'  riu'lit,  we  learn   soiuetliiug  al)Oiit  those  two  regiiJients 
of  Gregg's  brigade,  as  well  as  about  his  own  command: 

Colonel  Fulton  said:  "  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tillman,  of 
the  4lst  Tennessee,  Gregg's  brigade,  rode  up  to  me  at  this 
time  stating  that  the  enemy  was  moving  down  the  road  to 
my  left  and  would  soon  be  in  my  rear.  Doubting  the  report, 
I  suggested  tliat  our  lines  were  connected  on  our  left,  and 
that  a  flank  or  rear  movement  could  not,  therefore,  be  made 
by  the  enemy.  I,  liowever,  found  that  but  two  regiments  of 
Gregg's  brigade   liad  moved  \\y  with  my  line,  and  that  they 
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had  retired.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tillman  had  then  lost  siglit 
of  his  regiment,  l»ut  in  company  with  him  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Floyd  I  started  to  the  road  to  satisty  myself  as  to 
the  correctness  of  the  report.  I  had  gone  but  a  short  dis- 
tance when  I  discovered  a  column  of  the  enemy  moving  by 
the  flank  in  the  direction  of  the  17th  Tennessee  Regiment, 
which  rapidly  gained  its  rear.  I  heard  distinctlj'  the  com- 
mands "Halt;  front !  *'  and  immediately  tlieir  tire  was  pour- 
ing upon  our  flank  and  rear.  Here  a  general  stampede 
■ensued,  so  sudden  and  unexpected  was  the  attack,  and  we 
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fell  back  200  yards  in  rear  of  the  Cliattanooga  and  Lafayette 
road  and  reformed.  In  this  flank  movement  of  the  enemy, 
the  17th  Tennessee  regiment  lost  eleven  officers,  including 
their  gallant  Major  Davis,  who  was  wounded,  and  had  about 
sixty  men  taken  prisoners," 

Lieut.  Col.  AVatt  Floyd,  commanding  the  17th  Tennes- 
see Infantry,  in  his  report  says : 

"Immediately  after  the  discharge  of  the  first  volley 
from  the  enemy,  I  turned  to  look  at  the  fate  of  my  regiment. 
I  saw  that  a  number  of  the  men  were  making  their  way  out 
in  the  only  direction  b}'  which  they  could  possibly  escape, 
and  I  at  once  saw  that  if  I  could  get  back  to  the  line  at  all 
the  men  who  were  left  there  would  be 
prisoners  before  I  could  reach  them.  All 
of  my  regiment  that  escaped  moved  by 
the  right  flank  about  two  hundred  yards 
and  then  tiled  to  rear  and  came  out  at  the 
right  of  the  brigade.  In  crossing  the 
road  as  I  fell  back  I  was  able  to  see  the 
position  and  strength  of  the  enemy.  He 
had  come  down  the  road  by  the  flank  to 
a  point  about  opposite  the  left  company 
of  my  regiment  and  then  tiled  left,  and 
about  two  regiments  had  changed  direc- 
tion when  they  commenced  tiring.  There  were  two  regiments 
still  in  the  road.  It  is  proper  for  me  to  state  here,  that  imme- 
diately on  my  left,  and  running  back  to  the  road,  the  bushes 
were  very  tliick,  which  accounts  for  the  two  regiments  (jf 
Gregg's  brigade  retiring  and  the  enemy  slipping  in  there 
undiscovered  by  me  or  any  of  my  officers  or  men." 

It  was  probably  the  G5th  Ohio  that  encountered  the 
17th  Tennessee. 

Harker,  in  his  report  of  the  movement,  said:  "At  this 
time  the  65th  Ohio  regiment  was  a  little  to  the  rear  of  the 
3rd  Kentucky,  with  the  view  of  making  use  of  it  as  circum- 
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stances  miglit  require.  What  was  at  tirst  my  front  line, 
to  wit,  the  12.5th  Ohio  and  the  64th  Oliio,  were  now  some 
distance  obliquely  to  my  rio-ht  and  front,  and  as  from  the 
denseness  of  the  wood  I  could  not  have  direct  supervision 
ovfer  my  entire  line,  I  sent  an  order  to  Colonel  Opdycke  to 
take  command  of  the  64tli  Ohio  regiment  in  connection 
with  his  own  regiment,  and  to  clear  his  own  front  of  the 
enemy,  as  he  had  previousl}"  sent  me  word  that  a  regiment 
of  rebels  was  on  his  front,  and  I  contined  myself  for  the 
time  being  to  the  3rd  Kentucky  and  the  65th  Ohio.  Again 
a  more  furious  attack  was  made  upon  the 
left  of  the  3rd  Kentucky;  again  the 
direction  of  the  latter  was  changed,  and 
the  65th  Ohio  formed  upon  Its  left.  My 
troops  were  now  nearly  on  the  same  gen- 
eral front,  making  a  broken  cui'Ned  line, 
with  tlie  convexity  toward  the  enemy, 
with  a  short  interval  between  the  right  of 
the  3r(l  Kentucky  and  the  left  of  the 
125tli  Ohio  regiment,  and  stretching 
partly  across  the  main  road  and  making 
an  angle  of  about  sixty  degrees  with  it. 
In  this  position  there  was  some  of  tlie  most  brilliant  fighting- 
it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  witness.  Though  its  gran- 
deur surpasses  description,  its  severity  may  be  imagined  when 
I  state  that  every  commanding  officer  of  this  line,  excepting 
the  Adjutant  of  the  3rd  Kentucky,  was  dismounted  b}'  the 
enemy's  musketr}'.  Here  the  gallant  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Whitbeck  was  most  dangerousl}'  wounded  while  nobly  com- 
manding his  regiment,  and  five  otficers  of  the  line  in  the 
same  regiment  were  stricken  down  ;  while  in  the  ranks  a 
great  many  of  the  enlisted  men  fell  while  bravely  fighting. 
Never  discouraged  by  their  losses,  they  pressed  forward  most 
handsomely,  and  entirely  dispersed  the  foe  in  front  and  tak- 
ing 205  i)risoners.     I  tlien  sent  word  to  Colonel  Opdycke  to 
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gain  distance  to  tlie  left  and  Join  nie.  This  galluiit  officer 
brought  uj)  his  regiment  to  me,  ch')sing  the  ga[»  that  liad 
lieretofore  necessarily  existed,  with  l)ut  sligiit  loss,  wliile  he 
did  good  service  in  punishing  the  enemy." 


LiKiT.  David  K.  Bi.ystonk.  F  ami  A  i  IMHi 


The  report  of  Colonel  Dunlap,  commanding  the  3rd 
Kentucky  regiment,  does  not  attempt  to  giv^e  any  details  of 
the  movement,  beyond  stating  that  his  i-cginu-nt  fought  at 
every  })oint  of  the  com})ass,  chimging  front   forwai-d   and   to 
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the   i-ear  niidcr  lire,  and   tliat  lie  ea[itiii-e(l   113   prisoners,  his 
loss  heing  one  killed  and  nine  wounded. 

Colonel  Mcllvain,  eomnianding  the  (Utli  Ohio,  said : 
"  M}'  eomniand  1)eino;  plaeed  on  the  right  in  the  front  line, 
advaneed  into  the  woods  ;  soon  eneountered  a  considerable 
body  of  the  enemy,  apparently  somewhat  detached  from  tlieir 
main  line.  I  immediately  eno-aged  them,  and,  after  a  brisk 
fire  of  nearly  half  an  honr,  they  tied  in  confusion,  leaving  in 
oui'  hands  about  twenty  prisoners." 

The  report  of   the    65th    Ohio    was 
.'j^'^^lsv.  made  by  Capt.  Thomas  Powell,  who  came 

to  the  command  on  Sunday,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Whitl)eck  having  l)een  wounded 
on  Saturday  afternoon  and  Major  Brown 
on  Sunday.  Captain  l^owell  gives  no 
details  of  the  engagement  on  Saturday, 
but  states  that  "  we  took  about  seventy 
prisoners,  among  them  a  major."'  That 
was  probably  Major  Davis,  of  the  17th 
Tennessee. 

Colonel  Opdycke.  says  :  "  At  1  p.  m. 
we  were  rapidly  moved  to  the  scene  ot"  couHict.  Our  attack 
Avas  made  with  the  3rd  Kentucky  on  our  left  and  the  G4th 
Ohio  (ju  our  right.  The  enemy  seemed  somewhat  surprised 
at  our  appearance,  and  after  a  sharp  encounter,  in  which  I 
lost  the  first  sergeant  of  Company  A,  killed,  and  eleven  men 
wounded,  he  disappeared  from  view,  leaving  nine  prisoners, 
one  an  officer,  in  our  hands.  Tlie  growth  of  small  timber 
was  so  dense  we  could  see  but  a  few  rods  in  any  direction. 
I  then  received  word  from  Colonel  Harker  by  an  aide  to 
assume  command  of  the  64th  Ohio,  and  with  it  and  my  own 
regiment  to  disperse  any  enemy  we  might  find.  We  were 
then  on  the  right  of  the  road  upon  which  we  came  from 
Gordon's  Mill.  Firing  upon  us  soon  commenced  ujton  our 
fi'ont,    right    and    rear.      I   immediately  ordered   scouts   and 
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skinnisliers  out  to  dovrloj)  our  f^urrou udiu^-s.  Their  (le[)Ioy- 
ineut  luul  liiirdlv  couiuieuced  wlieu  I  received  orders  to  Ijriug 
the  two  regimenis  out  and  join  the  l)rigade.  whieh  was  done 
without  serious  interruption." 

It  is  quite  apparent  that  m-ither  Cok>nel  Ilarkei-  nor  any 
of  his  regimental  coniMianders,  at  the  (hite  of  their  reports, 
suspected  that  the  hrigade  had  been  fighting  within  tiie 
eneni3''s  lines,  or  tlie  great  importance  of  the  ser\ice  ren- 
dered. From  Ilarker's  report  alone  it  would  he  douhtful 
which  of  his  regiments  came  in  contact  with  the  17th  Ten- 
nessee and  started  the  enemy  on  their  I'etrograde  movement, 
with  tlie  probability  that  it  was  the  6;3tli  Ohio  or  -5rd  Ken- 
tucky. The  i-eport  of  Colonel  Floyd,  of  the  17th  Tennessee, 
in  wliich  he  says  tliat  lie  saw  two  of  our  regiments  still  in  the 
road  when  he  was  retreating,  indica*:es  that  his  was  the  I'egi- 
ment  the  12oth  tirst  came  in  contact  with, 
but  none  of  the  other  reports  sustain  that 
view,  and  the  preponderance  ot  the  e\i- 
dence  is  that  it  was  the  Goth  Ohio. 

Harker  rejoined  the  dixision  near 
Tiniard's  before  sunset,  and  (nir  line  was 
then  in  front  of  a  low  hill  on  which  two 
or  more  batteries  were  }»lanted.  In  front 
was  a  cleared  space  of  eiglit  <>r  ten  acres, 
across  which  part  of  Davis'  division  had 
retreated  and  the  enemy  luid  advanced, 
to  be  in  turn  repulsed  and  driven  back;  all  this  ot-curring 
while  we  were  moving  nortli  towards  Brotherton's  and  back 
again.  The  enemy's  line  was  in  the  woods  Ijcyond  the  Held. 
A  great  many  dead  and  wounded  men  from  both  sides  lay 
between  the  lines.  The  Ijatteries  ceased  hi'ingat  sunset,  and 
then  for  a  time  men  from  both  hostile  lines  went  over  the 
liekl,  seeking  fallen  comrades.  About  dark  musket  firing 
was  resumed  and  continued  for  some  minutes,  tlie  cause  of 
wliich   no  one  seemed  to  understand.      It   put  an  end  to  the 
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relief  woi-k  liowever.  The  night  was  quite  cold.  I^To  fires 
were  }termitted.  Occasional  outcries  of  wounded  men  lying 
between  the  lines  made  the  situation  most  uncomfortable. 
At  2  A.  M.  Wood's  division  marclied  by  the  left  flank  on  a 
road  leading  past  tlie  tanyard  to  a  ridge  a  mile  or  more  west 
of  lirotherton's.  There  was  a  general  readjustment  of  tlie 
lines  during  the  night. 

CHICK  AMAUGA  —  SEC(  )XI)  DAY. 


At  daylight  on  Sunday,  Se}>tember  20,  the  several  divis- 
ions of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberlaiul   were  in   position  as 

follows :  Baird  on  the  ex- 
treme left,  northeast  from 
Kelly's  house ;  Johnson  on 
Baird's  right ;  next  Palmer, 
and  then  Reynolds;  those 
four  divisons  formino^  a  half 
circle  al)Out  Kelly's  farm, 
east  of  tlje  Chattanooga  and 
Lafayette  road.  Fartlier  to 
the  right,  extending  south- 
ward along  the  same  road, 
but  on  the  west  side  of  it, 
were  the  divisions  of  Bran- 
lum  and  Xegley.  Da^■is  and 
Sheridan  exter.ded  the  line 
from  Negley's  right  to  tiie 
\ieinity  of  Widow  Glenn's. 
The  cavalry  covered  the 
ma.i.  (.lA.  m-M.- .1.  \\,>i,  :i-..u  crossings    of    the    stream 

beyond  our  riglit  flank.  A^an  Cleve  and  Wood  constituted 
a  general  reserve,  and  were  posted  about  one  mile  west  from 
Brotherton's,  along  the  road  that  passes  trom  McFarland's 
Gap  by  way  of  Vidito's    and  Widow    Glenn's    to    Crawfish 
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Springs.  General  Polk  had  been  assigned  to  command 
Bragg"s  right  wing,  consisting  of  Forrest's  cavalry  corps  on 
the  right  of  the  infantry,  Breckinridge's  division  next  to 
Forrest,  Clebnrne  next,  Walker's  two  divisions  and  Cheat- 
ham's division  constituting  a  second  or  reserve  line.  Baird's 
left  was  some  distance  east  of  the  Lafayette  road,  and  it  had 
been  determined  at  midnight  that  Negley  should  go  to 
Baird's  left,  McCook  to  close  the  gap  made  by  Negley's 
withdrawal  by  moving  his  other  di\'isi()ns  to  the  left.  At 
daylight  one  of  JSTegley's  brigades,  com- 
manded by  Brig.  Gen.  John  Beatty. 
marched  to  tlie  left.  Two  of  Negley's 
brigades  retained  tlieir  position  until 
about  9  o'clock,  when  Wood  was  ordered 
to  advance  with  his  two  brigades  and 
Barnes'  brigade  of  Van  Oleve's  division 
and  relieve  Negle}^  who  then  at  last 
marched  to  the  left. 

The  Confedei-ate  attack  was  ordered 
to  begin  at  daylight,  the  division  on  his 
extreme  right  to  move  against  the  ex- 
treme left  of  Rosecrans'  forces,  and  the  several  divisions  from 
their  right  to  left  to  come  successively  into  action,  the  pur- 
pose being  to  gain  the  Chattanooga  road  and  to  execute  in  a 
general  way  Bragg's  original  plan  of  attack,  whereby  success 
would  leave  the  Confederates  in  possession  of  Chattanooga. 
The  attack  did  not  begin  until  about  9  o'clock,  giving  an 
opportunity  to  strengthen  the  lines  about  Kelly's  by  con- 
structing light  breastworks.  When  the  enemy  did  advance, 
Ids  line  extended  far  beyond  Baird's  left  ilank,  where  it 
found  John  Beatty's  brigade  stretched  out  m  a  thin  line  and 
promptly  disposed  of  it;  then  by  wheeling  came  down  the 
road  to  the  rear  of  Baird,  giving  Thomas  a  difficult  task  to 
stay  their  progress,  but  by  taking  brigades  temporarily  from 
other  parts  of   his  line  and  hurrying  them  to  the  left  the 
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assault  was  defeated.  One  after  another  all  the  divisions  of 
Brae^g's  right  wing  came  into  action  and  assaulted  the  four 
divisions  in  front  of  Kelly's,  hut  failed  to  hreak  the  lines. 
Three  of  tlie  Confederate  brigade  commanders  fell  in  tliose 
assaults — Brigadier  General  Helm,  Col.  Peyton  H.  Colquitt 
and  Brig,  Gen.  James  Beshler. 

General  Longtreet  ha\'ing  arrived  on  the  battlefield 
during  the  night,  had  been  assigned  to  command  Bragg's  left 
wing,  and  in  the  morning  proceeded  to 
adjust  his  lines,  his  arrangement  for 
attack  not  Ijeing  complete  until  after  10 
o'clock,  at  which  time  his  divisions  were 
posted  from  right  to  left  as  follows  :  Stew- 
art, B.  R.  Johnson,  Hindman  and  Preston 
on  tlie  front  line,  with  Law  (commanding 
Hood's  division)  and  Kershaw's  and 
Humphrey's  brigades  of  McLaw's  divis- 
ion (Kershaw  commanding)  in  rear  of 
Jolinson,  those  three  divisions,  command- 
ed by  General  Hood,  constituting  the 
main  column  of  attack.  Finding  the  attack  by  the  riglit 
wingless  successful  than  hail  been  anticipated,  Lougstreet,  in 
ordering  his  troops  to  advance,  modified  tlie  original  plan  so 
far  as  to  direct  Stewart  to  halt  upon  reaching  the  Lafayette 
road,  and  thus  preserve  connection  with  the  right  wing,  the 
head  of  column  of  the  other  divisions  to  incline  to  the  right, 
thus  reversing  the  direction  first  intended.  At  the  moment 
when  Longstreet's  columns  were  advancing,  about  11  a.  m., 
the  battle  on  Thomas'  front  was  progressing  furiously,  and 
General  Wood  received  from  Rosecrans  the  famous,  much- 
discussed  order  to  close  upon  and  support  lie^'nolds,  in 
response  to  which  he  promptly  withdrew  the  three  brigades 
under  his  command  from  the  line,  marching  by  the  left 
fiank,  passing  in  rear  of  Brannon  to  find  Reynolds.  The 
gap  made  by  Wood's  withdrawal  was  immediately  in  front 
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of  Hood's  strong  colunin,  and  the  latter  marched  through  it, 
striking,  breaking  up  and  di'iving  ott"  Braniunrs  riglit,  also 
one  brigade  of  Van  Cleve's  division  that  had  been  brought 
forward  to  Brannan's  rear,  and  BuelTs  brigade  of  Wood's 
division,  BuelTs  march  not  having  been  rapid  enough  to  take 
his  command  out  of  the  line  of  disaster.  B.  K.  Johnson's 
division,  on  Hood's  front,  inclined  to  the  right,  crossed 
Dyer's  tield  and  by  noon  reached  the  vicinit}'  of  Vidifo's. 
Davis'  division,  on  the  other  side  of  the  gap  made  by  Wood's 
withdrawal,  was  also  necessarily  involved  in  the  disaster. 
Attacked  by  llindman  in  front  and  Bushrod  Johnson  on  his 
flank,  Davis  fell  back  upon  Sheridan,  whose  two  brigades 
rusljed  forward  only  to  be  crushed,  and  to  find  tliemselves 
cut  oti"  from  the  main  body.  They 
made  their  way  out  as  l)est  they 
could  to  Rossville.  Brig.  Gen.W.  II. 
Lytic,  of  Sheridan's  division,  was 
killed  in  the  eiibrt  to  rally  his  l)rig- 
ade  when  thej'  were  overpowered. 

General  AVood  has  been  criti- 
cised for  the  construction  he  placed 
u}»on  the  oi'der  in  (piestion,  but  his 
own  ofiicers  and  men  will  always 
contend  that  the  fault  lay  witli  tlie 
irritcr  of  an  ambiguous  order,  and 
that  Wood  (lid  right  in  liastening  to 
the  point  where  the  uproar  of  battle,  as  well  as  the  tenor  of 
the  order,  indicated  that  prompt  assistance  was  recpiired.  It 
is  doubtful  if  the  assault  by  Longstreet's  heavy  column  could 
have  been  stayed  by  the  thin  lines  in  his  front,  even  if  Wood 
had  made  no  eiibrt  to  obey  the  order.  It  is,  however,  use- 
less to  speculate  upon  what  might  have  been.  It  will  be 
more  agreeable  to  detail  the  heroic  efforts  that  were  made  to 
stay  the  progress  of  Longsti-eet's  exultant  l>ost  and  save  our 
army   from   utter   rout,  in    which    efforts   Harker's   brigade, 
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ineludiiig  tlie  12oth  Ohio,  bore  an  honorable  part.  As 
Buslirod  Johnson  swept  across  our  original  lines  near  Broth- 
erton's  and  onward  in  his  triumplial  progress,  Harker  was 
halted  temporarily  north  of  Dyer's  field  while  General  Wood 
sought  more  definite  orders.  Barnes'  brigade  had  been  sent 
on  to  Baird's  left.  The  moment  the  forces  south  of  us  were 
seen  to  l)e  in  confusion  Harker  ordered  a  change  of  front  to 
the  right,  tonning  a  single  line,  the  65th  Ohio  on  the  right, 
3rd  Kentucky  next,  then  the  12oth  Ohio  and  the  64th  Ohio 
on  the  left.  The  line  then  faced  south,  at  right  angles  to  the 
original  line.  Law's  division  followed  Johnson's  to  the  La- 
fayette road,  and  Benning's  brigade  then  turned  to  the  north 
and  moved  against  Brannan ;  Sheffield's  brigade  followed 
Johnson,  bearing  to  the  right,  and  Rob- 
ertson's brigade  changed  liH)nt  to  right 
between  the  other  two.  Harker's  brigade 
attacked  tliese  troops. 

(3ur  t>[)ringfields  spoke  for  the  first 
time  that  day.  "Aim  low,  aim  well, 
waste  no  shots,"  was  Opdycke"s  first  ex- 
hortation. Tlie  fire  was  efi'ective.  Hood's 
men  found  it  necessary  to  pause  in  their 
victorious  march,  and  before  long  we  had 

I'.rii:.  I  .I'll,  .1.  li.  MnriiKI.I..         ,,  ^'     x'       i-  c  •  i1  1  1  1 

the  satisfaction  ot  seeing  them  break  and 
fall  l)ack  before  our  advance.  Between  the  125th  Ohio  and 
tlie  enemy,  at  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
3'ards,  was  a  fence  bordering  the  northern  side  of  a  large 
field.  Gen.  T.  J.Wood,  who  was  at  the  moment  with  the 
125th  (Harker  l>eing  at  the  time  further  to  tlie  right),  ordered 
Opdycke  to  advance  and  sieze  the  fence.  Opdycke  gave  the 
order,  "  Forward,  double  quick,"  which  was  repeated  by 
company  commanders  ;  at  the  same  time  the  Colonel  rode 
u}»  to  the  line  saying,  "  open  a  way,  let  me  pass  !  "  and  as  a 
space  was  cleared  he  passed  to  the  front,  then  raised  his  hat 
and  concluded  the  order  with  the  word   "  march  I '"   and  we 
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followed  our  Colonel  on  doul)le-(|uiek  time  to  the  fence,  but 
not  without  serious  loss;  and  so  hot  was  the  enemy's  lire 
that  the  men  instantly  pulled  down  the  fence,  i)ile(l  the  rails 
and  lay  down  behind  them,  returniiiii'  the  enemy's  tii-e  with- 
out waiting  for  orders  to  begin.  The  other  regiments  of  the 
brigade  also  advanced,  and  prolonged  our  line  to  right  and 
left.  In  a  short  time  the  125th  and  64th  were  ordered  to 
make  a  second  advance  —  to  "  advance,  firing."  In  that 
movement  the  files  doubled  up,  making  four  ranks,  leaving 
intervals  through  which  the  rear  rank  passed,  running  rap- 
idly forward  a  few  paces,  halting,  firing  and  (h-o])ping  to  the 
ground  to  load,  the  next  rank  mean- 
time passing  still  further  to  the  front 
to  deliver  its  fire,  and  so  on  in  suc- 
cession. By  that  advance  tlie  two 
regiments  gained  a  position  in  the 
field  south  of  the  place  where  Gen- 
eral Hood  was  wounded,  where  there 
was  a  copse  of  timber  on  part  of  the 
line.  Our  view  southward  was  now 
wholly  unobstructed.  Many  l)attal- 
ions  of  tlie  enemy  were  in  sight,  those 
nearest  apparently  in  confusion  ami 
retiring  before  our  advance.    Beyond 

them  for  a  long  distance  were  other  battalions  in  motion, 
apparently  changing  front  to  right  so  as  to  directly  face  our 
line.  The  firing  upon  our  line  at  that  time  almost  ceased. 
There  was  only  a  desultory  fire  by  skirmishers  lying  on  the 
ground  between  us  and  their  main  bod}-.  And  tlien,  just 
when  we  ought  to  have  poui'ed  the  entire  contents  of  our 
cartridge  boxes  into  those  moving  battalions  as  i-apidly  as 
possible,  the  cry  went  along  the  line,  "•  Those  are  McCook's 
troops."  Everyone  was  carried  away  with  the  delusion. 
Orders  were  gi\en  to  cease  firing  and  keep  the  fiags  well  rip. 
That  seemed  to  suit  the  Confederate  skirmishers,  whose  fire 
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was  eoiieent rated  on  the  flao-s,  and  the  color  bearers  were 
shot  (h)\\ii  one  after  anotlier  in  rajiid  succession.  Those 
movinu'  battalions  did  a]i})ear  to  wear  bbie,  dusty  blue,  and 
})robaljly  they  were  clothed  in  blue  jeans.  They  were  Long- 
street's  men,  just  ari-ived  from  ^'irginia.  We  had  never  seen 
a  Confederate  clothed  otherwise  than  in  Ijutternut  or  gra3\ 
And  their  battle  iiags,  both  in  color  and  size,  appeared  in 
ihe  distance  to  resemble  the  brigade  and  division  headquarter 
flags  of  ^leCook's  corps.     In   the  midst  of  this  pei'plexit}', 

Major  General  Thomas  rode  quietly 
up  behind  the  12oth  and  calmly  sur- 
veyed the  scene.  From  his  own 
rejiort  we  learn  that  he  had  been 
informed  of  the  doubt  and  at  once 
I'ode  over.  lie  said  to  Harker  that 
he  was  ex[iecting  Sheri(hui  from  that 
ilirection,  but  if  those  troops  tired 
on  him,  seeing  his  liag,  he  must 
return  their  tire  and  resist  their 
advance.  ^^^  that  time,  however. 
the  opposing  forces  had  formed  line 
'•'■■'■■  G'-^'  -i""^'  i:i  Aii\.  facing  us — a  long  line,  extending  far 
beyond  the  Hanks  of  Hai'ker's  little  brigade,  with  a  second 
line  I'apidly  forming  in  their  rear. 

We  (juote  from  the  report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Josepli  B. 
KiM'shaw  : 

"About  11  o'clock  I  was  ordered  forward  to  report  to  iNIajor  General 
Hood.  General  Hood  directed  nie  to  form  line  in  his  rear.  Forming  line 
(Hurajjlireys  on  my  left)  as  rapidly  as  possible  under  fire  of  the  enemy  and 
in  a  thick  wood,  1  moved  as  directed  to  the  front.  1  crossed  the  LaFayette 
road  near  a  house  (Brotherton's),  and,  crossing  the  open  ground,  entered 
the  woods  beyond  and  proceeded  nearly  to  what  I  understood  to  be  the 
Cove  road.  Tlie  firing  on  my  right  became  verj-  heavj-,  and  a  portion  of 
Geneial  Hood's  division  fell  back  along  my  line.  I  changed  front  almost 
perpendicularly  to  the  right  on  Colonel  Nance's  Third  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment, my  left  center,  which  I  had  indicated  as  the  directing  battalion.  The 
enemy  occujiiiMl  a  skirt  of  wood  on  the  farther  side  of  a  field  around  Dyer's 
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House,  his  right  extending  into  the  wood  l)eyon(l  the  field,  liis  left  crossing 
the  Cove  road.  His  colors  were  ostentatiously  displayed  along  the  lines. 
The  last  of  Hood's  division  engaged  in  my  front  had  just  letired  when  I 
ordered  the  advance,  directing  Colonel  Henegan  (Eighth  Sdiitli  Carolina) 
to  extend  to  the  right  and  engage  the  enemy  in  tlmt  diicction  until 
Humphreys'  arrival,  who  was  then  in  motion.  I  ordered  bayuiiets  fixed  and 
moved  at  double-quick,  sending  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gaillard,  Second  Soutli 
Carolina  regiment  (my  extreme  left)  to  gain  the  enemy's  right  fiank. 
"When  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy  they  l)r(pke,  and  I  opened 
fire  upon  them  along  the  whole  line,  but  pursued  them  rapidly  over  the 
first  line  of  hills  to  the  foot  of  the  second,  wlien  I  halted  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  artillery,  on  the  heights,  sheltering  the  men  as  much  as  possible,  and 
there  awaiting  the  coming  up  of  Humphreys,  on  my  right." 

It  is  clear  that  Kcrsluuv,  before  he  advanced,  had  discov- 
ered the  shortness  of  Barker's  line,  and  })roceeded  ])roni[>tly 
to  iind  both  flanks.  His  statement 
that  we  broke  may  be  misconstrned. 
We  did  retreat  before  him  to  a 
stronger  position,  but  the  retrograde 
movement  was  in  obedience  to  or- 
ders, and  was  conducted  in  perfect 
order.  Marker,  in  his  report,  said  : 
"but  as  they  were  now  on  my  flanks 
as  well  as  front,  I  retired  by  bat- 
talions to  the  crest  of  a  hill,  running 
nearly  per}»endicular  to  tlie  general 
line  of  battle." 

General  Wood,    in    his    report, 
said  : 

"  Tliis  movement  of  the  enemy  made  it  necessary  I  should  gain  a 
position  in  which  I  could  form  a  shorter  and  more  compact  line,  in  which 
my  right  would  be  more  protected  by  natural  obstacles.  I  accordingly 
retired  my  command  to  a  narrow  and  short  ridge,  which  stood  out  nearly 
at  right  angles  as  a  spur  from  the  general  ridge,  which  is  parallel  to  the 
Rossville  and  LaFayette  road.  The  short  and  narrow  ridge  extends  athwart 
the  valley,  in  a  nearly  east  and  west  course.  The  abruptness  of  the  declivity 
on  either  side  of  it  almost  gives  to  this  ridge  the  quality  of  a  natural  ])ara- 
pet.         *  When  I  took  position  with  Harker's  brigade  on  the 

narrow  ridge,  extending  partially  across  the  valley,  Oenei'al  Brannan  formed 
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\\\^  (■onimand  on  my  right  an<l  higher  up  on  the  main  ridge,  thus  giving  to 
our  united  hues  i^omething  of  the  shape  of  an  irregular  crescent,  with  tlie 
concavitv  toward  the  enemy.  Colonel  Buell  formed  his  command  with 
General  I>rannan's." 

The  several  quotations  almost  completely  tell  the  story 
of  what  oeeiirred  after  Kershaw  advanced.  When  General 
Thomas  authorized  it,  Harker's  line  had  promptly  opened 
tire,  and  Kershaw  was  in  motion  at  almost  the  same  moment. 
Our  hoys  continued  to  pour  a  deadly  stream  of  leaden  mes- 
sena^ers  across  that  field  into  the  faces  of  the  advancing  line, 
they  coming  steadily  onward,  however, 
firing  as  they  came.  Our  losses  were 
severe;  tljeirs  must  have  l>een  far  greater. 
Tiien  came  the  order  to  retire,  and  our 
men  were  called  to  their  feet,  hastily 
*-^..     A     I  dressed  the  line,  ahout-faced  and  marched 

I^^2^[h^  "^'  ""^  douhle-quick,  but  on  quick  time. 
I^H^Hj^Hj^E  The  man  who  has  himself  tried  walking 
^/^^^^Kf^^^^    ^^'^   with  enemy  in    pursuit    firing 

^^^^^^^^^^^  fast  as  guns  can  l)e  loaded,  bullets  whis- 
Buu;.  GKN.  w.  H.  hazkn.    ^j-,,^  .^,^;„,^  j^j,,,  .^^^j  Spattering  against  the 

trees,  and  comrades  falling  in  every  direction,  will  realize 
that  the  power  of  discipline  prevailed  where  Opd3-cke  com- 
manded. 

It  was  about  lialf  }>ast  11  o'clock  A.  M.  when  Harker's 
brigade  changed  front  and  moxed  u}»on  Hood's  flank.  It 
Avas  half  past  1  oV-lock  when  we  ahout-faced  at  the  left  of 
Bi-anuiin.  The  value  of  the  service  rendered  in  those  two 
eventful  hours  can  hardly  be  overestimated.  It  is  extremely 
doul)tful  if  any  otlier  brigade  in  the  arm}'  found  the  oppor- 
tunity in  that  battle  to  render  service  of  equal  im[)ortance. 
One  division  of  Longstreet's  main  column  was  encountered 
when  flushed  with  victoiw,  and  not  only  checked,  but 
stopped,  turned  back  and  put  out  of  the  fight.  And  then 
its  su})i)Oi'ting  division  was  met,  fought  and  delayed.  Two 
whole  hours  were  gained  to  Thomas,  in   which  time  what 
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was  left  of  Bi'uiuiairs  division  and  fragments  of  other  coni- 
nuinds  were  gathered  and  posted  on  the  ridge  to  which 
Harker  also  retired.  Had  Law-'s  division  succeeded  in  con- 
tinuing its  progress  to  that  ridge  and  occupied  it,  with 
Bushrod  Johnson's  division  on  his  left  and  Kershaw  at  his 
heels,  the  total  overthrow  of  the  Arni}^  of  the  C'uniherhmd 
would  have  been  assured.  And  there  were  no  other  troops 
besides  Harker's  brigade  availal)]e  at  the  moment  to  prevent 
that  threatened  disaster. 

Before  proceeding  to  nai'rate  the  subsecjuent  events  of 
the  battle,  in  whicli  the  12.3th  i>artici})atcd  to  the  close,  it 
may  be  well  to  glance  at  the  general  situation  of  the  army  at 
the  time  we  formed  on  Snodgrass  Heights.  Davis'  and  Sher- 
idan's divisions,  as  we  have  seen,  were 
out  of  the  light.  General  Hosecrans 
and  two  corps  commanders,  McCook 
and  Crittenden,  being  on  the  right  at 
the  time  the  line  was  broken,  went 
off  with  Sheridan's  division,  i)assed 
thi-ough  McFarland's  Gap  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Chattanooga.  The  roar  of 
battle  continuing,  assured  them  that 
Thomas  was  still  able  to  otter  resist- 
ance to  the  enemy's  progress,  and 
General  Garfield,  Chief  of  Staff,  was 
sent  back  from  Kossville  to  find 
Thomas  and  forward  re])orts  of  the  situation,  while  his 
superiors  hastened  to  Chattanooga  to  arrange  for  defense  of 
the  i)lace,  eviden.tly  expecting  a  Hull  Hun  retreat.  The  four 
divisions  of  our  left  v/ing  were  still  clinging  to  their  tem- 
porary l)reastwoi'ks,  facing  north,  east  and  south  about 
Kelly's,  while  the  tired,  repulsed  but  ever  vigilant  l)at- 
talions  of  Bragg's  right  \\ing  wtu'c  still  in  close  contact,  and 
Forrest's  cavalry  was  on  the  Chattanooga  road  o[iposite 
Cloud's.     On  the  extreme  left,  and  facing  north   and  west, 
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were  the  buttered  reniuaiits  of  lirigades  that  liad  been  taken 
from  other  parts  of  the  line  and  pushed  in  there  to  resist 
the  assauh  npon  that  iiank,  rlz :  the  brigades  commanded 
respectively  by  John  Beatty,  Van  Derveer  and  Stanley,  all 
tliree  of  whom  came  to  Snodgrass  Hill  and  joined  in  its 
defense.  Off  to  Harker's  left,  and  distant  half  a  mile,  Re}^- 
nolds  had  drawn  back  his  right  (King's  brigade)  so  as  to 
face  in  about  the  same  direction  we  did.  Harker  was  at  the 
Snodgrass  house,  facing  sontherl}' ;  part 
of  Stanle3^'s  brigade  of  Xeglej^'s  division 
next  on  Harker's  rio-ht ;  then  the  rem- 
nants of  lirannan's  division  and  part  of 
BuelTs  bi'igade  of  Wood's  division  and 
other  remnants  of  regiments  on  his  rigljt. 
Gen.  Gordon  Granger,  who  had  l)een  in 
front  of  Kossville  with  two  brigades  of 
Steedman's  division  and  one  brigade  of 
Morgan's  division  of  the  Reserve  Corps, 
had  left  McCook's  brigade  to  guard  the 
road  to  the  gay*,  and  with  the  l)rigades  commanded  b}^  Whit- 
taker  and  John  G.  Mitchell,  was  marching  to  the  battlefield. 
Of  the  several  divisions  c(Mistituting  the  enemy's  left  wing, 
Ilindman  had  been  recalled  from  pursuit  of  Davis  and  Sheri- 
dan and  was  moving  to  join  Bushrod  Johnson  near  Vidito's  ; 
McLaw's  division,  under  command  of  Kershaw,  was  on  our 
immediate  front ;  Stewart  was  fartlier  to  their  right,  opposite 
Reynolds'  right;  Preston  and  Hood's  divisions,  the  latter 
now  commanded  by  Law,  were  in  reserve. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  small  force  on  that  line,  described 
by  General  Wood  as  crescent-shaped,  needed  all  the  advan- 
tage of  a  strong  natural  position,  and  Granger's  reinforcing 
column  also,  for  Longstreet  wanted  and  was  determined  to 
take  that  ridge. 

We  were  granted  but  a  short  breathing  spell  in  the  new 
position  before  being  called  upon  to  face  the  jS.rst  of  a  series 
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of  assaults  upon  it.  Kershaw  had  halted  at  the  foot  of  the 
ridge  to  await  the  arrival  of  Humphrey's  brigade,  and  the 
latter,  together  wnth  the  Fifteentli  Ahabama  of  Law's  brig- 
ade, having  joined,  all  advanced  in  a  spirited  and  well  sus- 
tained charge  upon  the  ridge.  At  the  time  of  this  assault 
the  men  of  the  125th,  and  no  doubt  of  all  the  other  regi- 
ments, were  lying  on  the  ground  just  behind  the  crest,  out  of 
range  of  the  desultoiy  fire  of  skirmishers,  or  sharpshooters, 
whichever  it  may  have  been,  who  plied  their  work  during 
the  intervals  between  the  assaults.  'Near  tlie  right,  and  a 
little  in  rear  of  Harker's  line,  was  General  Thomas,  on  horse- 
back, and  he  remained  in  the  same  place  all  the  afternoon. 
Garfield  and  Granger  joined  the  group  about  Thomas  wdien 
they  came  up.  General  Wood  was  there,  of  course.  The  boys 
had  the  inspiration  to  steadiness  coming  from  the  presence  of 
those  distinguished  officers.  Colonel  Opdycke  rode  along  the 
line  constantly,  never  dismounting  though 
often  urged  to  do  so.  Captain  Bates, 
acting  as  Major,  and  Adjutant  White- 
sides,  followed  the  Colonel's  example,  and 
never  dismounted  while  we  w^ere  under 
fire.  When  Kershaw  and  Humphries 
made  their  first  assault  on  the  heights. 
Colonel  Opdycke,  having  observed  the 
approach  of  their  lines,  commanded:  "At- 
tention, battalion  I  "  The  men  scrambled 
to  their  feet,  and  instantly  heard  the  fur- 
ther order,  "  Right  dress  ! "'  which  being 
complied  with  promptly,  w^as  followed  by  "Forward,  march  I  " 
What  did  it  mean  ?  Before  the  line  advanced  ten  steps  we 
caught  sight  of  an  advancing  line  of  the  enemy  in  the  timber 
at  the  foot  of  the  ridge,  coming  on  rapidly.  The  Colonel's 
purpose  w^as  merely  to  give  his  men  a  good  vieAV  of  the 
object  to  he  aimed  at,  and  within  a  few  paces  he  gave  the 
orders,  in  deliberate  succession,  "Halt;    ready,  aim,  fire  I" 
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Ai)parently  every  man  in  the  eiiemy'.s  line  fell.  Probably 
they  heard  Opdycke's  order  or  discovered  our  presence  and 
sought  to  dodge,  but  many  of  them  must  have  been  hit.  We 
were  back  behind  the  crest  in  a  moment,  and  witlioiit  the 
h)ss  of  a  man.  Presently  tlie  air  was  full  of  bullets,  whis- 
tling overhead,  and  thereafter  until  night  the  regiment 
seldom  rose  to  tire  a  volley  without  sustaining  loss.  In  the 
interval  of  comparative  quiet  between  two  assaults.  Steed- 
man's  division  arrived,  marching  past  us  to  the  right.  We 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  old  acquaintances  in  the  113th 

and  121st  Ohio  regiments.  Colonel 
Banning,  riding  forward  to  shake 
hands  with  Opdycke,  was  greeted 
with  cheers.  Another  pleasant  inci- 
dent was-  the  coming  of  Hazen's 
Ijrigade  to  double  our  line.  The 
41st  Ohio,  Colonel  Aquila  Wiley, 
commanding,  was  stationed  behind 
the  125th,  and  on  their  arrival 
cheered  Opdycke,  evidently  pleased 
to  see  one  of  their  former  captains 
commanding  a  regiment.  There- 
after we  tired  alternate  volleys  with 
the  41st,  we  firing  and  droyiping  to  the  ground  to  load,  when 
they  ran  forward,  fired  and  tell  l)ack  again.  Hazen  had  been 
sent  from  a  reserve  position  in  the  lines  about  Kelly's,  where 
the  fighting  had  subsided  to  a  skirmishing  contest.  The 
enemy  on  that  wing  having  found  it  impossible  to  drive  our 
men  from  their  Imrricades  by  assault,  remained  in  close  con- 
tact, ready  to  spring,  if  our  troops  should  attempt  to  move, 
and  in  that  situation  awaited  tlie  results  of  Long-street's 
assaults. 

Three  distinct  assaults  were  made  during  the  afternoon. 
The  following  extracts  from  oificial  reports  indicate  the  pur- 
pose and  character  of  the  struggle  as  viewed  by  the  enemy. 
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General   Longstreet  said : 

"The  heitihts  extending  from  the  Yidito  honse  across  to  the  Snodgrass 
house,  gave  the  enemy  strong  ground  upon  which  to  rally.  Here  he  gatii- 
ered  most  of  his  broken  forces  and  reinforced  them.  After  a  long  and 
bloody  struggle,  Johnson  and  Hindman  gained  the  heights  near  the  Craw- 
fish Spring  road.  Kershaw  made  a  most  handsome  attack  upon  the  heights 
at  the  Snodgrass  house  simultaneouslj^  with  Johnson  and  Hindman,  but 
was  not  strong  enough  for  the  work.  It  was  evident  that  with  this  position 
gained,  I  should  be  complete  master  of  the  field.  I  therefore  ordered  Gen- 
eral Ruckner  to  move  Preston  forward." 

General  Kershaw,  who  commanded  on  our  immediate 
front,  said  : 

"  Mj'  Seventh  South  Carolina  and  Fifteenth  South  Carolina  had 
oblicj[ued  to  the  I'ight.  Colonel  Henegan  (Eighth  South  Carolina)  had  pur- 
sued the  enemy  so  far  to  the  right  that  when  Humphreys  got  up  he  occupied 
the  interval  between  the  Fifteenth  and  Eighth  regiments.  Colonel  Gates, 
Fifteenth  Alabama,  Lawn's  brigade,  came  up  on  the  right  of  the  Seventh 
and  occupied  the  line  between  that  and  the  Fifteenth,  and,  with  those  regi- 
ments, advanced  without  orders.  I  had  sent  to  the  right  to  direct  that  I 
should  be  informed  when  Humphreys  arrived. 
Hearing  the  firing  renewed  on  my  right,  I  ad- 
vanced the  left  wing  and  gained  in  some  points 
the  crest  of  the  hill  wdthin  a  few  j'^ards  of  the  ene- 
my's lines.  After  one  of  the  most  gallant  struggles 
I  have  ever  witnessed,  I  was  compelled  to  fall  back 
to  a  point  about  250  yards  back. 

"  About  3  o'clock  Brigadier  General  Ander- 
son's Mississippi  brigade  came  to  my  support.  I  de- 
scribed to  him  the  situation  and  suggested  an  attack 
on  the  right  flank  of  the  position  of  the  enemy. 
He  acquiesced  in  my  view,  and  advanced  his  left 
lu-eparatory'to  the  movement,  covering  his  front 
with  skirmishers,  who  immediately  became  engaged 
and  drove  in  those  of  the  enemy;  but,  raising  a  shout  along  tlieir  line,  they 
advanced  their  line  of  battle  at  a  charge,  driving  back  Anderson's  brigade 
in  some  confusion.  Witli  hearty  cheers  the  Second  and  Third  South  Caro- 
lina and  James'  battalion  engaged  with  the  utmost  enthusiasm.  Anderson's 
brigade  jjromptly  reformed  and  opened  tire.  His  reserve  regiment  came 
up,  and  in  ten  minutes'  time  the  enemy  was  driven  pell-mell.  The  Second 
South  Carolina  and  Anderson's  brigade  dashed  after  him  and  drove  him  to 
the  top  of  the  hill,  the  Second  South  Carolina  reaching  the  crest.  The 
troops  to  his  left  having  fallen  back  to  their  former  position.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Gaillard  says  in  his  report  that  'he  was  obhged  reluctantly  to  fall 
back.' 
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"About  four  o'clock  Oracle's  and  Kelly's  brigades  came  up  and 
reported  to  nie.  1  directed  them,  the  former  to  form  in  my  rear,  and  the 
latter  to  form  on  Oracle's  left.  General  Hindman  informed  me  that  he  was 
about  to  attack  on  Anderson's  left,  well  on  the  right  flank  of  the  enemy, 
with  two  brigades  of  infantry  with  artillery.  Soon  after  he  opened  heavily 
in  that  direction,  but  sent  me  word  the  attack  was  likely  to  fail  unless  a 
demonstration  was  made  along  the  front.  I  determined  on  an  attcck  com- 
bining all  our  forces  ;  McNair's  brigade,  which  had  come  up,  on  my  right, 
Oracle's,  Kelly's,  Anderson's,  my  own.  Eighth,  Fifteenth  and  Second  regi- 
ments participating.  The  rest  of  my  brigade,  being  in  whole  or  in  part  out 
of  ammunition,  remained  in  reserve  at  their  position.  This  was  one  of  the 
heaviest  attacks  of  the  war  on  a  single  point.  The  brigades  went  forward 
in  magnificent  order.  General  Oracle  under  my  own  eye,  led  his  brigade, 
now-  for  the  first  time  under  tire,  most  gallantly  and  ethciently,  and  for  more 
than  an  hour  and  a  half  the  struggle  continued  wdth  unabated  fury.  It 
terminated  at  sunset,  the  Second  South  Carolina  being  among  the  last  to 
retire.  At  dark  Oenei-al  Robertson,  of  Hood's  division,  came  uj)  with  his 
brigade  and  picketed  to  my  front.  About  ten  o'clock,  I  think,  he  informed 
me  that  the  enemy  had  left.  I  immediately  communicated  the  fact  to  the 
Lieutenant  General  commanding." 

Geiiei'al  Kersliaw  could  well  saj 
of  the  liiial  assault  that  "  this  was 
oue  of  the  heaviest  attacks  of  the 
war  ou  a  single  point."  Longstreet's 
entire  command,  except  Stewart's 
division,  swarmed  around  that  hill 
and  charged  up  those  slopes  ;  not  in 
a  single  etfort  as  at  Gettysburg,  but 
again  and  again,  until  the  approach 
of  night,  if  not  physical  exhaustion, 
put  an  end  to  the  struggle.  The 
losses  in  Longstreet's  command  were 
44  per  cent.,  by  far  the  greater  part 
incurred  in  those  desperate,  persistent  charges. 

And  what  shall  we  say  of  the  men  who  resisted  that 
intrepid  host.  Over  on  the  right  two  brigades,  commanded 
respectively  by  John  G.  Mitchell  and  Walter  C.Whitaker,  of 
Steedman'fe  division,  held  the  ground  against  two  divisions, 
Bushrod  Johnson's  and  Hindman's,  at  a  cost  of  49  per  cent. 
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of  tlieir  number  killed  or  wounded  within  three  hours. 
IS^ext  to  Steedman,  on  Brannan's  right,  was  a  thin  line,  made 
up  of  fragments  from  several  commands,  that  withstood  the 
first  assault  and  stood  with  eni})ty  cartridge  l)Oxes  waiting 
for  the  next,  when  A^an  Derveer's  l)rigade  came  to  their 
rescue  and  Steedman  gave  them  a  fresh  su[)ply  of  ammu- 
nition. Van  Derveer  lost  50  per  cent,  in  the  battle,  l)ut  was 
heavily  engaged  l)Oth  days.  Bran  nan's  average  loss  was 
almost  40  per  cent.  Between  Brannan  and  Harker  was 
Stanley's  brigade  of  ISTegley's  division,  facing  Kershaw's  own 
brigade.  It  was  on  Stanley's  front  tliat  Gracie  gained  and 
held  the  summit  for  a  time,  and  was  at 
last  expelled  b}^  a  charge  led  by  Col. 
Charles  H.  Grosvenor,  18tli  Ohio.  Har- 
ker, holding  the  left  of  the  line,  was 
confronted  by  Humphrey's  brio-ade,  with 
tlie  8th  South  Carolina  regiment  of  Ker- 
shaw's brigade  on  his  right  and  the  15th 
South  Carolina  of  the  same  brigade  on 
his  left,  and  the  15th  Alabama  of  Law's 
brigade  between  that  and  Kershaw.  The 
regiment's  in  Hnm])hrey's  brigade  were 
the  loth,  17th,  18th  and  21st  Mississi[)pi.  In  the  final 
assault  McN air's  brigade  on  the  right  of  Gracie  also  faced 
Harker,  and,  as  already  stated,  Hazen  had  come  to  our  assist- 
ance. In  the  retreat  from  Dyer's  field  the  125th  was  the  last 
regiment  to  ascend  the  hill  and  was  posted  on  the  left  of  the 
brigade,  and  was,  therefore,  on  the  left  flank  of  the  line 
defending  the  heights.  It  was  when  we  reached  that  [)()siti()n 
that  General  Thomas  said  to  ()[>dycke,  "  Colonel,  you  must 
hold  this  position  at  all  hazards;"  and  the  latter  replied: 
''We  will,  General,  or  go  to  heaven  from  it."  Our  loss  in 
the  battle  was  reported  as  105,  exactly  one-third  of  our 
number,  but  our  loss  on  the  first  da}'  was  less  than  4  per 
cent,  and  on  Sunday  over  29  per  cent.     The  losses  of  other 
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reijiments  in  ILirkcr's  brii^^ade  were  :  Srd  Iventueky,  llo  ; 
64th  Ohio,  71,  and  Goth  Ohio,  103.  The  reports  did  not 
include  those  shghtly  wounded  and  who  did  not  go  to  the 
hospitah  Less  than  five  thousand  men  marched  away  from 
those  heights  at  the  close  of  the  battle.  There  was  not  to 
exceed  six  thousand  men  in  line  there  at  any  one  time  during 
the  afternoon,  and  every  regiment,  excepting  only  those  of 
Steedman's  division,  had  sutt'ered  heav}'  losses  before  making 
that  final  stand.  The}^  were  not  protected  by  works,  but 
tliey  had  the  advantage  of  a  strong  posi- 
tion, and  every  man  seemed  to  have 
formed  the  same  resolution  expressed  by 
Opdycke,  that  they  would  hold  the  posi- 
tion or  go  to  heaven  from  it.  Long  after- 
wards General  Wood,  in  speaking  of  the 
extraordinary  firmness  of  the  liufs  on  that 
occasion,  said  :  "  When  the  first  assault 
was  made,  I  noticed  that  men  who  fell 
were  carried  back  by  their  comrades  and 
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who  bore  them  hastening  back  to  their  places;  then  I  knew 
their  pluck  was  up,  and  tbey  could  not  be  driven  from  the 
position." 

Chickamauga  was  the  bloodiest  battle  of  modern 
times.  In  the  two  days'  struggle  nearly  every  brigade  in 
both  armies  was  on  one  or  more  occasions  overpowered  and 
forced  to  retreat  in  more  or  less  disorder,  until  their  pursuers 
were  in  turn  crushed  and  hurled  back  by  other  troops  rush- 
ing upon  their  fianks.  But  no  amount  of  punishment  pre- 
vented a  })r(mipt  readjustment  of  lines  and  renewal  of  the 
conflict. 

Gen.  H.  V.  Boynton  says  :  "  Cbickamauga  is,  then, 
beyond  question,  the  most  noted  battlefield  of  modern  times 
when  measured  by  the  stubl)Oi-n  and  undaunted  fightingdone 
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upon  it — a  standard  whose  fairness  there  will  l)e  none  to 
dispute." 

In  support  of  that  strong  statement  lie  gives  the  per- 
centage of  losses  in  a  number  of  noted  battles  as  follows: 

"Wellington  lost  12  per  cent,  at  Waterloo  ;  Napoleon 
14  per  cent,  at  Austerlitz  and  the  same  at  Marengo.  The 
average  losses  of  both  armies  at  Magenta  and  Solferino,  in 
1859,  was  less  than  9  per  cent.  At  Koniggratz,  in  1866,  it 
was  6  per  cent.  At  Worth,  Mars-la-Tour,  Gravelotte  and 
Sedan,  in  1870,  the  average  was  12  per  cent. 

"  The  average  losses  on  each  side  of  the  troops  which 
fought  through  the  two  (hiys  at  Chickamauga  were  fully  33 
per  cent."-'^ 

The  stubborn  tighting  w'as  not  confined  to  the  infantry. 
We  have  already  mentioned  the  resistance  offered  by  Minty 
and  Wilder  to  the  Confederate  ad- 
vance on  the  18th,  and  the  fact  that 
Forrest's  cavaliy  fought  infantry  on 
Ijoth  days.  Our  cavalry  on  the  right 
flank  held  on  about  Crawfish  Springs 
until  late  on  Sunday,  Long's  brigade 
having  a  severe  battle,  in  which  Col. 
Valentine  Cupp,  of  the  1st  O.  Y.  C, 
was  killed. 

As  night  approached  General 
Thomas  began  preparations  for  the 
movement  to  Rossville  ordered  by 
Gen.  llosecrans.  Reynolds'  division 
moved  first  from  the  left  wing,  going  northward  on  the  La- 
fayette road;  Turchin's  brigade  forming  line  near  J3aird's 
left,  and  charging  drove  the  Confederate  infantry  away  from 
the  road,  wdien  Turchin's  and  Willicli's  brigades  were  posted 
west  of  the  road  to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  the  rest  of  the 
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line.  l*aliiier's  division  moved  next,  Imt  his  movement  was 
discovered  Ijy  tbe  enemy,  wlio  opened  lire  at  once  and 
advanced  to  the  breastworks  Pahiier  had  left.  Johnson  and 
Baird  were  attacked  at  the  same  time,  but  got  away  in  fairly 
good  order,  following  Palmer  through  McFarland's  Gap. 
The  withdrawal  from  Snodgrass  Heights  commenced  about 
7  o'clock  p.  M.,  Harker's  brigade  leading  the  column,  and 
each  hrigade  from  left  to  right  following  in  turn,  all  getting 
away  in  good  order  excepting  three  regiments.  The  21st 
and  8!)th  Oliio  and  22nd  Michigan,  at  the  left  of  Whitaker's 

l)rigade,  did  not  get  notice  to  with- 
draw with  him  and  were  surrounded 
and  captured.  On  the  morning  of 
the  21st  the  Army  of  the  Cumher- 
land  was  in  position  on  Mission 
Ividge,  on  each  side  of  Rossville 
Gap,  with  the  right  wing  extending 
across  the  valley  towards  Lookout 
Mountain. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the 
21st  the  regiment  moved  into  the 
position  assigned  it  on  Mission 
Ridge,  near  Rossville,  and  threw  up 
breastworks,  part  of  the  regiment  going  forward  as  skir- 
mishers. In  the  afternoon  the  skirmish  lines  were  assailed, 
but  held  their  ground.  Sergt.  Henry  G.  Russell,  of  Com- 
pany F,  was  among  those  wounded  at  that  point.  At  night 
the  comnnunl  marched  to  Chattanooga,  Company  H,  with 
detachments  of  other  regiments,  remaining  behind  the 
breastworks  as  rear  guard  until  after  midnight,  when  they 
followed,  reJDining  the  brigade  after  daylight  near  Fort 
Wood. 
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The  following'  is  a  copy  of  the  official  report  of  Colonel 

Opdjcke : 

Chattanooga,  Texn.,  September  26,  I860. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  subiuit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  my 
regiment  since  ci'ossing  the  Tennessee  rivei'. 

At  3  p.  M.,  5th  instant,  we  marched  with  the  brigade  from  Shell- 
mound,  Tenn.,  toward  Chattanooga  on  the  river  road.  Tiie  next  day,  p.  m., 
Ave  bivouacked  seven  miles  distant  from  Chattanooga.  At  10  r.  ji.,  same 
day,  we  retired  two  miles  to  a  strong  position. 

On  the  7th  we  formed  a  part  of  the  force  under  Colonel  Harker,  who 
make  a  reconnoissance  till  we  developed  and  drew  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  which  were  in  position  to  dispute  our  enti'ance  to  the  city. 

The  skirmishers  of  my  Company  D,  led  by  I.ieut.  E.  P.  Evans,  made 
a  gallant  charge  and  cleared  a  house  of  a  very  troublesome  fire  of  the  enemy. 
This  reconnoissance  was  deemed  hazardous,  and  the  Colonel  commanding 
directed  me  to  Ije  pre] )are<l  to  fight  to  the  last  man.  and  if  sui-roiinded  to 
cut  our  way  out,  but  nothing  serious  occurred  and  we  returned  witliout 
molestation.  At  1  p.  m.,  on  the  9th,  we 
entered  Chattanooga  and  l^ivouacked  in  its 
suburl)s. 

On  the  10th  at  8  a.  ji.,  we  moved  toward 
Ringgold,  Ga. ;  bivouacked  again  at  dusk. 
We  countermarched  again  on  the  11th  to  the 
Lafayette  road,  and  made  a  reconnoisance 
upon  it.  The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
fifth,  two  companies  of  the  Sixty-fourth  Ohio 
Volunteers,  and  four  guns  of  the  brigade 
battery  were  placed  under  my  command  as 
reserve  near  Rossville.  The  Colonel  com- 
manding ordered  me  to  be  prepared  to  cover 
a  retreat  should  one  become  necessary.  Suit- 
able dispositions  were  made,  but  not  needed, 
as  at  6  p.  M.  I  received  Colonel  Harker's  re-  1'(ii:ti:i:  a.  1,1.1 1 .  1;     -n  . 

port,   from   Gordon's   Mills,   with  orders  to 

send  a  copy  of  it  to  General  Wood  and  the  original  to  de]nirtment  head- 
quarters at  Chattanooga.      This  was  done  with  the  utmost  dis])atch. 

At  6  p.  M.  I  received  orders  from  Colonel  Harker  to  join  him  with  my 
commiuid  without  delay.  This  was  accomplished  by  1  a.  ».  of  the  12th 
instant. 

The  same  day  we  were  on  a  reconnoissance  across  West  C-hickamauga 
river.  On  the  13th  the  Colonel  commanding  made  a  reconnoissance  with 
my  regiment  to  the  vicinity  of  Crawfish  Springs,  where  we  were  left  on  de- 
tached picket  duty  till  the  a.  m.  of  the  14th.  In  the  p.  m.  of  the  same  day 
we  were  out  again  on  the  LaFayette  road.  The  15th  and  16th  were  partly 
spent  in  making  barricades  along  the  north  bank  of  the  West  Chickamauga. 
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At  ni<iht  we  were  ordered  to  bi'  ready  to  march  at  daylight  with  sixty 
rounds  of  aininunition  to  each  man.  At  dayhght  on  the  19th,  my  regiment 
was  reaily  for  action  with  the  following  organization :  Emerson  Opdycke, 
Colonel  commanding;  Capt.  E.  P.  Bates,  acting  iVIajor;  Lieut.  E.  G.  AVhite- 
side,  Adjutant;  H.  McHenry,  Surgeon;  J.  E.  Darby,  Assistant  Surgeon; 
James  G.  lUiclianan,  Assistant  Surgeon ;  Freeman  Collins,  acting  Sergeant 
Major;  H.  N.  Steadman,  Commissary  Sergeant. 

Company  A,  Capt.  Josei)h  Brutf Officers,  2     Men,  46    Total,  48 

Company  B,  Capt.  A.  Yeomans ' 

Company  C,  I.ieut.  .M.  V.  B.  King 

Company  D,  Cajit.  K.  B.  Stewart ' 

Comi)any  E,  Lieut.   A.  Barnes ' 

Company  F,  Lieut.  D.  Humphreys ' 

Company  H,  IJeut.  diaries  T.  Clark ' 

Company  G,  Lieut.  William  W.  Cushing.    . 
Field  and  Staff 
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'   40 

2 
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"   33 
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"   39 

"   40 
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"   42 

"   43 

1 

"   36 

"   37 

1 

'^   20 

"   21 

6 

"   2 

8 

Aii'oregate.'^ 


16 


298 
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At  11  .\.  -M.  heavy  tiring  of  all  arms  was  heard  two  or  three  miles  to 
(jur  left,  and  at  1  r.  ^\.  we  were  rapidly  moved  to  the  scene  of  conflict.    Our 

attack  was  made  with  the  Third  Kentucky  on 
our  left  and  the  Sixty-fourth  Ohio  on  our 
riizht.  The  enemy  seemed  surprised  at  our 
apiiearance,  and  after  a  sharp  encounter,  in 
which  I  lost  the  First  Sergeant  of  Company 
A,  killed,  and  eleven  men  seriously  wounded, 
he  disappeared  from  view,  leaving  nine  })ris- 
uners,  one  an  officer,  in  our  hands. 

The   growth   of    small   timber   was   so 

dense  we  could   see   but  a  few  rods   in  any 

^m  direction.     1  then  received  order's  from  Colo- 

^^^^k  '?^*^         nel  Harker  by  an  aide  to  assume  command 

I^H^^^.  ;^.  \       of  the  Sixty-fourth  Ohio,  and  with  it  and  m\^ 

^^^^^^^        Ai-  ^^'*'  '^•>\s\\    regiment,   to  disperse   anj-  enemy  we 

^ — tK^'  ■^ might  find.     We   were  then  on  the  right  of 

.ToiiNSDN  .^iMs,  F  i'M!:,i  ^^'^^  road  upon   which    we   came   out    from 

Ciordon's  Mills.  Firing  on  us  soon  com- 
menced fiom  our  front,  right  and  rear.  I  immediately  ordered  scouts 
and  skirmishers  out  to  develop  our  surroundings.  Their  deployment  had 
only  commenced  when  I  received  orders  by  an  aide  from  the  Colonel  com- 
manding to  bring  the  two  regiments  out  and  join  him,  which  was  done 
without  serious  iiitcn-uj)tion.  We  were  then  joined  to  the  balance  of  the 
division,  and  iu  Hue  lay  upon  our  arms,  without  fires,  until  2  a.  m.  of  the 
20tli.  We  then  moved  about  one  and  one-half  miles  and  at  an  early  hour 
weiv  placed  in  jutsition  for  the  imiKMiding  battle.     Colonel  Barnes'  brigade 
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of  Van  Cleve's  division  was  on  oxir  left,  the  Sixty-fourth  Ohio  in  front,  and 
the  Sixty-fifth  Ohio  on  our  right.  This  and  my  own  regiment  formed  tlie 
second  Una,  and  Colonel  Marker  directed  me  to  have  general  charge  of  it, 
and  have  its  movements  conform  to  those  of  the  first  line.  I  then  directed 
Major  Brown,  commanding  the  Sixty-fifth,  to  maintain  his  relative  position 
to  the  One  hunch-ed  and  Twenty-fifth,  and  to  the  Third  Kentucky,  wdiich 
was  in  his  front,  as  far  as  possible.  A  shai'p  skirmish  and  artillery  firing 
occurred  to  our  front,  when  we  were  marched  on  the  double-cpiick  by  the 
left  flank  to  reinforce  Reynolds,  where  a  heavy  roar  of  arms  had  l)een  heai'd 
a  short  time.  We  had  only  come  under  the  outskirts  of  the  enemy's  fire 
in  our  new  position,  when  we  were  vigorouslj'  attacked  on  our  right  flank 
and  rear  by  superior  numbers.  A  change  of  front  to  our  rear  on  our  left, 
which  was  executed  under  a  severe  fire,  placed  us  (the  Sixty-fourth  on  our 
left.  Third  Kentucky  on  our  right,  the  Sixty-fifth  still  farther  to  the  right, 
the  whole  perpendicular  to  Reynold's  line),  facing  to  the  south  and  to  the 
enemy.  The  line  stretched  nearly  across  a  long, 
open  field.  One  hundred  yards  to  our  rear  was  a 
ridge  running  parallel  to  the  line,  which  ascended 
into  quite  a  timbered  hill  200  yards  to  my  right. 
The  enemy's  line,  which  was  200  yards  distant, 
reached  beyond  our  flanks  and  was  advancing  upon 
us.  A  severe  encounter  with  small  arms  raged  for 
a  short  time,  when  General  Wood  in  person  ordered 
us  to  move  forward.  ]My  regiment  fixed  liayonets 
and  charged  on  double  quick. 

The  enemy  fled  in  confusion  and  disappeared 
for  a  time.  We  pursued  400  yards  and  lay  down 
behind  a  prostrate  fence,  which  was  upon  another 
less  tenable,  but  parallel   ridge  to   the   first  one.  j.  u.  Ki;i:siia\\, 

This  ridge  also  I'ose  into  a  wooded  hill,  150  j'ards       Major  General,  c.  .•^.  A. 
to  our  right.     The  other  regiments  of  the  brigade 

soon  prolonged  my  line  to  the  right  and  left.  Another  line  of  the  eneniy, 
more  formidable  than  the  first,  api^eared  \i\  the  distance  moving  upon  us. 
The  terrible  splendor  of  this  advance  is  beyond  the  reach  of  my  pen.  The 
whole  line  seemed  perfect  and  as  if  moved  by  a  single  mind.  The  musketry 
soon  became  severe  and  my  losses  heavy.  The  Color  Sergeant  severely 
wounded,  the  standard  shot  in  two  the  second  time  and  the  colors  riddled 
with  balls.  The  regiment  to  my  left  gave  way,  and  then  that  upon  my 
right.  My  Company  A,  thinking  this  meant  for  all  to  retire,  arose  and 
faced  to  the  rear,  but  almost  instantly  resumed  their  position.  The  enemy 
came  on  and  themselves  prolonged  my  line  to  the  right,  occupied  the 
wooded  hill  there  and  enfiladed  my  line  Avith  a  destructive  fire.  Lieutenant 
King,  commanding  Comjiany  C,  fell  dead,  when  Sergent  Alson  C.  Dilley 
assumed  command  of  his  company.  Lieutenant  Barnes,  commanding  Com- 
pany E,  went  down  with  a  broken  thigh,  and  Lieut.  E.  I*.  Evans  was  placed 
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in  comiiuinil.  Captain  Yeomans  carried  ofl'a  l)all  in  his  npper  leg,  but  he 
remained  with  liis  company  under  severe  pain.  Numbers  fell  dead  and 
more  were  seriously  wounded,  but  the  line  maintained.  Lieutenant  Clark 
coolly  remarked,  " They  can  kill  us,  but  whip  us,  never!"  Seeing  no  relief 
I  retired  the  regiment  to  the  ridge  in  the  rear.  In  doing  so  some  troops 
passed  obliquely  through  my  right  wing,  which  caused  a  little  confusion 
there,  but  the  ranks  were  closed  immediately  and  the  crest  occupied  where 
ordered  by  General  Wood. 

This  position  was  repeatedly  assaulted  during  the  day  in  the  most  ter- 
rific manner  by  heavy  forces  of  Longstreet's  corps,  but  it  was  triumphantly 
maintained  until  the  battle  was  ended,  and  till  after  dark,  when  we  were 
ordered  to  retire,  which  we  did  without  molestation.  Late  in  the  afternoon 
two  pieces  of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio  battery  w-ere  placed  at  my  command. 

They  aidetl  much  to  repulse  the  enemy.  The 
Forty-first  Ohio  and  Ninth  Indiana  of  Gen- 
eral Hazen's  brigade,  Palmer's  division,  filed 
two  rods  to  my  rear  and  added  their  veteran 
fire  in  repulsing  the  last  assault. 

On  the  21st  we  were  in  position  near 
Kossville,  and  on  the  22d  we  occupied  our 
assigned  position  in  the  lines  around  Chat- 
tanooga. Captain  E.  P.  Bates  acted  coolly 
and  efiiciently  as  acting  Major.  My  Adju- 
tant, Lieut.  E.  G.  Whitesides,  was  almost 
indispensable  to  me.  His  gallant  daring  was 
conspicuous  and  his  horse  was  shot  under 
him.  Sergeants  Alson  C.  Dilley,  Company 
C;  Rollin  D.  Barnes,  Company  B;  H.  N. 
Steadman  of  the  non-commissioned  staff,  and 
Charles  C.  Chapman  of  Company  G,  distin- 
guished themselves  for  cool  courage  and  capacity  to  command  under  the 
severest  tests.  I  have  recommended  then  to  the  distinguished  considera- 
tion of  the  (Jovernor  of  Ohio.     Mv  casualties  wore: 


Skki.t.  John  S.  \\iiJ>iAM>,  D. 


Company. 
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Justice  (Iciuaiuls  that  tlic  facts  in  lavnr  of  four  of  tlic  inissinji- 1)^.  djH- 
cially  noted.  Two  of  them  Inul  just  joined  from  hospital,  one  had  no  slioes, 
and  on  crossinji'  a  hnrning  turf,  on  tlie  19th,  his  feet  became  so  burned  that 
he  and  tlie  other  two,  not  l)eing  al)le  to  keep  up,  were  ordered  l)ack  l)y  their 
officer.  Tiie  fourtli  one  was  left  back  to  take  care  of  Lieutenant  Barnes, 
Avhicli  leaves  the  fifth  tiie  only  case  without  excuse  in  the  rc<;inK'nt. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Emerson  Opdyckk,  CoJoiul  coimitdnd'nuj. 

Ma.J.    y.    L.    COULTKR, 

Acting  AmMard  AdjiUant  (JcncruL 


NOTES  OF  INTEREST  TO  ]2oth  MEN. 

Generals  Ivoseci'aiis,  Crittenden  and  Garlield  ])assed  the 
125th  while  we  were  in  line  west  of  Brotherton's,  the  two 
former  stopping  to  speak  to  Colonel  Opdycke,  while  Garfield 
rode  along  the  front  of  the  regiment  and  greeted  the  men 
with  whom  he  was  personally  acquainted.  They  rode  away 
to  the  right,  and  very  soon  thereafter 
the  order  came  to  General  Wood  on 
which  we  moved  to  the  rear  of 
Reynolds. 

When  the  125th  was  deployed 
and  ready  to  go  into  action  on  the 
first  day,  Colonel  Oj_)dycke  rode 
along  tlie  line  and  said:  "Let  no 
man  leave  the  ranks  to  care  for 
wounded  men.  The  only  way  to 
give  them  ettective  care  is  to  first 
win  the  battle  and  hold  the  field." 

The  retreat  of  the  125th  from 
Dyer's  field  to  Snodgrass  Heights  before  Kershaw's  advance, 
was  a  severe  test  of  discipline.  It  was  not  a  disorderly  rout. 
The  regiment  halted  at  the  fence  towhicli  we  had  previously 
charged  and  fired  tliree  rounds.  Left  that  position  at  the 
same  time  with  the  3rd  Kentucky  and  halted  again  at  a  fence 
near  tlie  foot  of  the  ridge,  south  of  the  well,  and  fired  two 
or  three  rounds;  and  halted  a  third  time  in  the  cornfield  part 
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way  up  the  slope,  but  only  for  a  minute,  and  then  took  the 
position  on  the  crest  that  we  held  until  night. 

GeneralWood  followed  the  125th  in  the  charge  ordered 
by  himself  on  Sunday,  gave  the  order  for  the  further  advance 
into  Dyer's  field,  and  either  advanced  with  the  line  or  fol- 
lowed it.  We  were  under  his  observation  most  of  the  time, 
and  he  expressed  his  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  the  regiment 
bv  naming  it  '^  Opdyke  Tigers."  From  that  date  the  125th 
seldom  passed  another  command  without  hearing  such  ex- 
pressions as  "There  go  the  Tigers,"  "  How  are  you,  Tigers?  " 
*'  Go  in,  Tigers!  "  etc. 

The  following  is  a  facsimile  copy  of  part  of  a  letter 
written  by  General  Wood,  in  which  he  states  his  reason  for 
giving  the  sobriquet : 


^'/ 


.    /</'Cr  jr  J 


Adjutant  Whitesides  was  dismounted  temporarily  about 
2  p.  M.  on  Sunday  by  his  beautiful  bay  horse  "  Billy"  being 
killed. 

It  has  been  impossible  in  the  preparation  of  this  chapter, 
thirty  years  after  tlie  conilict,to  secure  a  full  list  of  the  killed 
and  wounded  of  the  125th  at  Chickamauga.  Of  those  who 
were  instantly  killed.  Orderly  Sergeant  Morris  of  A,  fell  on 
the  19th   north  of  Viniard's;    Color  Corp.  William  McGitti- 
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gaii  of  G,  and  William  Briner  of  D,  fell  at  the  fence  to 
which  we  first  charg"ed  on  the  20th  ;  Jacoh  Creps  of  A,  Ed- 
win Z.  Ahraiiis  of  C,  William  Howell  of  H,  John  Sommer  of 
H,  and  Alois  Seller  of  II,  in  D3^er's  Held:  Thomas  J.  Hall 
and  William  T.  Jennings  of  F,  at  the  point  where  the  regi- 
ment halted  last  before  taking  post  on  Snodgraas  Heights  ; 
William  M.  Johnson  of  B,  and  Corp.  William  Bedell  of  H, 
in  the  lirst  assanlt  l)y  the  enemy  n})on  the  heights,  about  2 
p.  M.  ;  Rnfus  H.  Mossman  at  the  beginning  of  the  third 
assault,  about  4  p.  m.  ;  Curtis  F.  Booker  and  Joseph  Johnson 
of  E,  fell  on  the  second  day.  Those  who  were  mortally 
wounded  nearly  all  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  were 
paroled  and  sent  into  Chattanooga  on  p- 
September  30,  and  died  in  our  own 
hospitals.  The  list  as  near  as  we  can 
give  it  is:  Lieut.  Albert  Barnes,  of  E, 
who  fell  in  Dyer's  field,  shot  through  the 
thigh  ;  Sylvester  Haritt",  Alexander  Miller 
and  Lewis  Webb  of  A  ;  John  W.  Welch, 
of  B ;  Ethan  C.  Briggs,  of  C ;  Jacob 
Simonette,  of  E  ;  William  A.  Meek,  of 
F,  who  fell  on  Saturday  and  lay  in  the 
woods  until  the  next  Wednesday,  when 
he  was  removed  to  the  hospital ;  Franklin  Kime,  of  F,  who 
fell  in  the  first  charge  on  Sunday;  Henry  J.  Middleton,  of 
Gr;  John  Williams,  of  II,  fell  in  first  charge  on  Sunday,  the 
bullet  entering  his  eye  and  passing  through  his  head  ;  Jack 
CoUister,  of  H,  wounded  on  Saturday — all  those  above  named 
died  at  Chattanooga.  Corp.  William  Reagh,  of  F,  died  in 
hospital  at  Stevenson,  Ala.;  John  Barry,  of  H,  wounded  on 
Saturday,  died  at  Crawfish  Spring  two  da3^8  later ;  Perry 
Fitch,  of  B,  and  Adam  Sell,  of  E,  were  not  paroled  and  died 
in  Southern  prisons,  the  former  at  Richmond,  Ya.,  and  the 
latter  at  Andersonville.  John  C.  Strealy,  of  G,  who  fell  on 
Snodgrass  Heights,  his  right   ankle   shattered,  was  carried 


'\\■^I,I,^A^[  ]M.  Johnson,  B. 
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from  the  field  when  the  regiment  left  at  night  by  Sergeant 
Vail  Gorder  and  others  until  they  found  an  opportunity  to 
place  him  on  a  gun  carriage  and  thereby  saved  him  from 
capture.     He  died  in  Chattanooga. 

Many  of  those  seriously  wounded  but  who  recovered, 
were  also  left  on  the  Held,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
and  the  worst  cases  were  paroled  and  sent  to  Chattanooga, 
while  others  were  retained,  sent  South 
and  served  terms  in  military  prisons. 

Lieut.  M.  V.  B.  King  fell  near  where 
the  regiment  halted  at  the  foot  of  the 
heights,  shot  through  the  right  lung,  and 
was  reported  killed  but  still  lives.  Three 
times  during  the  afternoon  the  enemy's 
lines  passed  him  to  assault  our  position, 
and  each  time  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  them  repulsed.  In  the  evening  he 
RuFrsn.Moss.MAXN,  B.  erawled  to  a  cabin  not  far  away  where  he 
remained  several  days,  and  was  then  removed  to  Crawfish 
Springs  and  thence  to  Chattanooga,  and  in  time  vvas  taken 
north  by  stages  from  one  hospital  to  another  and  finally 
reached  his  home. 

Ord.  Sergt,  Henry  Glenville.  of  H,  fell  in  the  first 
charge,  shot  through  the  body.  He  was  paroled  ^nd  went 
from  one  hospital  to  another  until  he  reached  Camp  Denni- 
son,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  some  months,  then  returned 
to  the  regiment  and  served  as  a  lieutenant  to  the  end  of  the 
war,  but  has  not  been  heard  from  since  muster-out. 

Charles  Reed,  of  H,  was  shot  through  the  hand  and 
breast  when  part  way  up  Snodgrass  Heights,  and  was  thought 
to  be  mortally  wounded.  After  the  first  assault  and  before 
the  second,  Peter  Knapp,  of  H,  was  given  permission  to  go 
out  for  the  purpose  of  getting  Reed's  watch  and  trinkets  to 
send  home  and  was  himself  shot  by  a  sharpshooter,  and  laid 
there  insensible  and  supposed  to  be  dead,  but  both  recovered. 


CoKP.  James  K.  Dickson,  A  (1895). 
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Knapp  was  not  released  from  Confederate  prison,  liowever, 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  Henry  IST,  Tracy  and  Patrick 
Welch,  of  B;  Michael  Swartz  and  Anthony  Burrow,  of  C; 
AVilliain  Durant,  of  J) ;  Richard  Beenian  and  Samuel  Tucker, 
of  E  and  Henry  Fost,  of  H,  were  all  paroled  and  recovered 
from  w^ounds.     Tucker  lost  an  arm. 

Corp.  James  R.  Dickson,  of  A,  one  of  the  eolor  guard, 
was  of  the  numher  wlio  were  wounded  in  the  effort  to  keep 
the  Hag  lioating  in  Dyer  Held.  The  ball  grazed  his  forehead 
and  passed  through  his  left  hand  shatter- 
ing several  bones.  He  went  to  a  house 
where  other  wounded  men  were  gathered, 
and  was  captured  in  consequence  of  our 
lines  retiring  after  dark,  l)ut  was  paroled 
with  the  others  ten  daj's  later.  He  had 
dreamed  of  being  wounded  a  few  days 
before,  and  the  circumstances  of  liis  case 
correspond  very  closely  with  those  of  the 
dream. 

Six  of  the  color  guards  and  several 
others  were  wounded  within  a  very  few  minutes  in  trj-ing  to 
display  the  flag  while  uiuler  the  impression  that  Kershaw's 
troops  were  our  own,  but  the  names  of  all  those  who  fell 
with  the  flag  in  hand  w^ere  not  preserved.  Corp.  William  S. 
Thorn,  of  C,  Avas  one  of  tliem  and  Lieutenant  Clark  was 
another.  Tlie  latter  Avas  struck  and  knocked  down  by  a 
minie  ball,  which  fortunately  came  in  contact  witli  a  rubber 
poncho  folded  and  slung  from  Ids  shoulders,  and  also  struck 
and  wrecked  his  silver  watch,  but  did  no  further  damage 
Ijeyond  inflicting  a  severe  bruise.  The  flag  w^as  instantly 
raised  by  another,  who  in  turn  fell,  and  one  after  another  fell 
in  rapid  succession.  (Jne  of  the  last  to  raise  it  was  Sergt. 
D.  K.  Blystone,  wdio  held  it  for  several  minutes  and  then 
turned  it  over  to  Corp.  John  Warman,  who  carried  it  back 
to  Snodgrass  Heights.     Lieutenant  King,  commanding  the 
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color  company,  stood  near  watching  the  proceedings  and  was 
shghtl}' wounded  in  the  face. 

General  Kershaw,  in  his  official  rejiort,  describing  our 
line  as  it  appeared  when  he  moved  to  attack  it,  said,  "their 
colors  were  ostentatiously  displayed." 

A  majority  of  our  wounded,  nearly  all  who  could  walk, 
escaped  capture  and  made  their  way  to  Chattanooga. 

Captain  Albert  Yeomans  was  shot  in  Dyer's  iield,  the 
ball  }tassing  through  his  thigh,  fortunatel}^  missing  bone  and 
arter>\  He  refused  to  leave  the  ranks, 
and  walked  back  to  the  heights  with  liis 

*_  comnumd.     From  there  he  went  to  Chat- 

I  tanooo'a.     lie  never  recovered  so  far  as  to 

"^  permit  his  return  to  the  regiment. 

Sergt.  D.  K.  BIystone  was  shot 
through  the  right  shoulder  during  the 
first  assault  on  Snodgrass  Heights,  and 
walked  to  Rossville  where  he  was  taken 
in  charge  by  a  surgeon  and  sent  to  Chat- 
tanooga, and  returned  to  duty  before 
sprins:,  having  been  promoted  to  lieutenant.  Among  the 
wounded  who  were  not  captured  were  Dighton  Young,  of  A  ; 
Darius  Britton,  Jessie  H.  Carey,  Porter  A.  Gotf  (shot  through 
hand  and  wrist),  Hezekiah  L.  Griffith  and  Francis  S[)rague, 
of  B  ;  George  W.  Simpson,  William  8.  Thorn,  James  Sanner, 
Christopher  C.  Clark,  Benjamin  Hall,  William  McKinley, 
Cassius  M.  Zedeker  and  George  Perkins  of  C  ;  Sergt.  Ed- 
ward Scripture,  of  D  ;  Sergt.  James  IS'eeds,  George  L.  Arnold, 
Charles  H.  Countrj-man,  David  M.  Kerr,  John  McFarland 
imd  Joseph  C.  Randolph,  of  E;  Sergt.  Henry  G.  Russell, 
Sergt.  John  R.  Clark,  Johnson  Sims,  John  L.  Beatty,  John 
Goetz,  Alfred  M.  Maxon,  Carey  Tuttle,  Alexander  Yoder 
and  William  H.  Been3%  of  F;  Jacob  Sauter,  William  Morris 
and  Joseph  Grime,  of  H.  Several  of  those  above  named 
remained  until  night  and  went  oft"  witli  tlie  regiment.     The 
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Colonel  did  not  include  in  liis  report  of  woundiMJ  any  of 
those  who  remained  on  dut3^  Had  he  done  so  the  per- 
centage of  casualties  would  have  been  about  twice  as  great. 
Fully  one-half  of  those  present  for  duty  the  next  day  at 
Rossville  had  been  hit  and  more  or  less  injured.  Among  the 
number  were  George  W.  Bates  and  Peter  Meiger,  of  A ; 
Sergt.  Thomas  Burnham,  William  Wasson,  James  Floody 
and  David  B  Wood,  of  B;  Sergt.  John  S.  Williams,  off),  in 
hand  and  leg;  Ord.  Sergt.  Henry  N".  Pentield,  of  F,  in  left 
hand,  and  Sergt.  Jacob  Jewell,  of  F,  cheek  laid  open  b}^  the 
kiss  of  a  minie;  William  Porter,  of  F,  struck  in  the  back 
by  a  ball  that  passed  through  his  knapsack  and  clothing, 
bruising  but  not  breaking  the  skin  ;  Thomas  Loutzenhisar, 
of  B,  was  knocked  down  by  a  bullet  as 
fairly  as  it  could  have  been  done  by  John 
C.  Heenan,  but  not  seriously  injured. 

Henry  G.  Russell,  of  F,  was  wound- 
ed on  the  21st  while  on  the  skirmish  line 
in  front  of  Mission  Ridge,  near  Rossville. 
An  ounce  ball  passed  through  his  thigh 
and  a  buckshot  lodged  against  the  bone. 
The  Confederate  who  hit  him  evidently 
used  the  old  fashioned  cartridges,  carry- 
ing one  ball  and  three  buckshot.  The  t.m.s.  j.HAM.jMis.i^). 
skirmish  line  to  tlie  right  of  the  125th  had  been  driven  back  ; 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  were  passing  the  flank  of  the  125th's 
line  when  Russell  was  hit,  and  he  was  in  dire  peril  of  becom- 
ing a  prisoner,  but  gigantic  John  ISTorth  grabbed  him  up  and 
i-arried  him  back  to  the  reser\'e ;  others  assisted  in  carrying 
him  to  the  top  of  the  ridge,  where  a  squad  with  a  stretcher 
took  charge  of  him  and  started  down  the  other  side  of  the 
ridge  to  find  an  ambulance.  On  the  way  a  shell  tired  by  the 
enemy  dropped  near  and  exploded,  killing  one  and  wounding 
two  of  the  stretcher  bearers,  Russell  falling  to  the  ground, 
wdiere  he  lay  insensible  until  picked  up  by  others  and  carried 
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to  an  aiubiilanee.  This  old  letter  gives  liis  subsequent  expe- 
rience up  to  two  weeks  before  he  rejoined  the  regiment  in 
front  of  Atlanta,  and  will  remind  many  a  comrade  of  like 
experiences : 

Camp  Distribution,  xkak  Alexandria,  Va,  June  25,  1864. 

My  Dear  Captain  : — Your  letter  has  been  received.  I  will  give  you 
a  brief  account  of  myself,  as  you  request  it,  but  I  expect  to  see  you  very 
soon  and  take  my  place  once  more  in  the  ranks  of  Company  F. 

When  unloaded  from  the  ambulance  in  Chattanooga,  on  the  21st  of 
last  Scptenil>cr,  I  was  taken  into  a  building  called  the  old  Critchfield  hotel, 

and  \vitli  otiiers  lay  on  the  floor 
t\v(i  ihiys  an<l  two  nights,  without 
])lankets,  my  shoes  serving  for  a 
pillow,  before  receiving  medical  at- 
tention. The  surgeons  were  work- 
ing day  and  night  but  cared  first 
for  the  cases  most  requiring  atten- 
tion. ]My  wound  became  so  pain- 
ful that  I  made  a  desperate  appeal 
to  a  Confederate  surgeon,  who 
heeded  my  cry  of  distress  and  had 
me  carried  to  tlie  amputating 
table,  near  wliicli  lay  arms  and 
legs  recently  cut  off;  l)ut  I  ilid  not 
mind  that  as  murh  as  I  would 
now.  The  surgeon  found  and  re- 
moved a  buckshot  from  iny  thigh  ; 
the  larger  ball  had  cleared  itself. 
]My  blue  clothing  was  removed  and 
thejr  put  me  into  a  cotton  shirt 
and  drawers  furnished  by  the  U.  S. 
Christian  Commission,  and  then 
laid  me  on  the  floor  again,  with 
,ii.,i.y  ,,    i;,  .-,  1  I    1     i^.i.".i.  my  pants  for  a  jjillow.     That  din- 

ing room  floor  must  be  of  very 
iiard  wood.  It  hurts  me  now  when  I  think  of  it.  Two  days  later  I  was 
taken  across  the  bridge  to  a  hospital  where  things  were  more  comfortable. 
A  few  days  later  I  started  north,  passing  from  one  hospital  on  to  the  next 
after  a  short  stay  in  each,  lauding  at  Camp  Dennison  January  1st,  the  coldest 
day  I  have  yet  experienced.  About  the  middle  of  May  had  so  far  recovered 
that  I  began  to  look  for  an  order  to  return  to  the  front,  but  General  Order 
No.  21  from  the  Adjutant  General  transferred  me  to  Company  H,  l9th  Reg- 
iment Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  then  at  Capital  Hill  Barracks,  Washington, 
D.  C. 
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HaviuL;-  no  means  of  resisting  I  went  witli  otlicrs  forward  to  the  new 
command  and  then  sent  an  api)lication  to  the  War  Department  for  re- 
transfer.  Special  Order  No.  35,  June  14,  grants  the  boon,  but  I  had  to  come 
here  and  wait  until  a  squad  of  right  number  aecumulates,  wlien  we  will  be 
forwarded.  You  may  expect  to  see  me  before  long,  not  <iuite  as  good  as 
new,  but  ready  to  do  my  part  unto  the  end. 

Sincerely  yours. 

KrssELi,. 


One  of  our  wagoners,  James  Morrison,  of  ]J,  and  James 
P.  Rainse}',  of  A,  acting-  as  wagon  guard,  narrowly  escaped 
capture  on  Sunday.  They  were  sent  from  Cljattanooga  with 
rations  for  the  125th,  reaching  us  at  sunrise,  and  having 
unloaded  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  their  immediate 
return,  Init  the  mules  needed  rest,  the 
command  went  forward  to  relieve  Negley, 
the  battle  opened,  and  the  boys  thought 
they  ought  to  wait  for  a  h^ad  of  wounded 
and  so  lingered  until  we  moved  to  the 
left.  Longstreet's  column  broke  through, 
and  su(hlenly  they  found  themselves 
involved  in  a  retreating  throng,  fiercely 
pursued.  There  was  no  troul)le  about 
securing  a  load  of  wounded  men  then. 
Five  hundred  could  have  been  loaded  in  e,.w,n  z.  ahkams,  c. 
five  minutes  and  onl}'  the  lucky  few  could  be  taken,  but  it 
was  a  serious  question  how  tliey  were  to  escape.  Under  such 
conditions  wagoners  have  been  known  to  solve  the  problem 
by  cutting  traces  and  riding  off,  but  ours  were  not  that  kind. 
They  went  along  with  the  throng,  througli  the  thicket,  try- 
ing to  avoid  trees,  riding  down  the  saplings,  when  suddenly 
Morrison  found  his  w^agon  astride  a  small  tree,  over  which 
the  mules  were  unable  to  drag  it.  Kamsey  crawled  under 
and  cut  off  the  tree  with  a  dull  hatchet  while  Mori'ison 
held  his  mules,  and  fortune  favored  pluck.  The  obstacle 
overcome  they  proceeded,  puslied  in  among  the  wriggling 
mass  of  vehicles  blocking  the  gorge  near  Vidito's,  did   judi- 
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cious  driving  aiul  went  through,  while  many  of  those  having 
the  advantage  at  the  start  were  caught  at  last  by  the  enemy. 
We  saw  but  little  of  our  own  battery  (6th  O.  L.  A.) 
during  the  battle,  as  it  could  not  follow  our  movements 
through  thickets,  but  Harker,  in  his  official  report,  showed 
it  did  good  service,  and  complimented  Capt.  Cullen  Bradley 
for  his  skill  in  handliiiu'  it. 


>M  111'.  I,-  \--  111  ii  -i: 


The  65th  OIiId  had  a  hard  time  getting  away  from 
Dyer's  field,  the  enemy  having  passed  the  flank  before  the 
65th  received  orders  to  retire.  Captain  Powell  made  special 
T]iention  of  Sergt.  Maj.  G.  S.  Pope,  Color  Sergeant  Harlan 
and  Orderly  Sergeant  Snider  for  efficient  service. 

Captain  Zeigler,  of  the  64th  Ohio,  was  killed  on  the 
second  day. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


CHATTANOOGA. 


Dnrino:  tlie  night  of  September  21,  1863,  the  Army  of 
the  CumbeHand  was  withdrawn  from  the  lines  at  Eossville 
to  Chattanooga.  Rear  guards  were  left  to  hold  the  l)reast- 
works  until  after  midnight,  when  they  too  silently  st(de  away 
and  marched  after  the  main  body. 

At  sunrise  on  Tuesday  the  22nd,  the  entire  command, 
excepting  oidy  tliosc  on  outpost  duty,  were  at  work  upon 
fortifications. 

The  125th  Ohio  camped  with 
tlie  brigade  near,  and  performed 
labor  nv)on,  Fort  Wood.  Fort  Wood 
was  on  a  conical  hill  at  an  elevation 
of  about  two  hundred  feet  al:»ove  the 
river,  situated  about  one-half  mile 
southeast  of  town. 

The  army  could  still  muster 
over  thirty  thousand  effectives,  and 
had  rations  for  ten  days  and  ammu- 
nition for  two  day's  field  fighting. 

Rosecraiis  was  in  possession  of 
the  ])rize  for  which  the  campaign  had  I)ecn  undertaken,  but 
instead  of  using  Chattanooga  as  a  base  from  which  to  pnrsue 
a  discouraged  and  retreating  foe,  he  was  called  upon  to  con- 
sider whether  he  could  liold  the  place  against  the  superior 
forces  of  the  enemy  until  I'einforcements  and  sup[»]ies  could 
be  brought  up.  The  alternative  was  a  disastrous  retreat,  by 
whicli  would  be  lost  not  only  the  territory  but  most  of  his 
army. 

After  the  first  day  there  was  no  serious  apprehension  as 
to  the  result  of  a  direct  assault,  and  by  the  second  mornino; 
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a  direct  assault  was  the  one  tiling*  li(>i)ed  for  l)ut  not  expected. 
On   the   24th   Mr.   Dana,  Assistant    Secretary   of  War, 
who  was  present  to  observe  operations,  telegraphed  to  ^Ir. 
Stanton  : 

"  Have  no  furtlier  doubt  about  this  place,  it  will  hold  out.  Indeed,  it 
has  now  been  made  so  strong  that  it  can  only  be  taken  by  regular  siege. 
The  labors  of  this  army  for  the  last  forty-eight  hours  have  been  herculean." 

The  enemy  advanced  slowl}',  taking  possession  of  Mis- 
sionary Ridge  and  the  valley  between  the  ridge  and  Lookout 
Mountain,  pushing  their  outposts  forward  until  they  came  in 
contact  with  our  pickets. 

For  a  few  days  tliere  was  shar[)  skirniisliing  from  the 
efforts  of  the  Confederates  to  establish 
their  outposts  satisfactorily.  Companies 
F  and  G  of  the  125tli,  on  picket:  in  front 
of  Fort  Wood,  had  a  hot  time  for  a  few 
hours. 

On  the  24tli  the  enemy  took  posses- 
sion of  Lookout  ^Mountain,  the  small 
Union  force  on  the  summit  retiring  be- 
fore the  advance  of  the  enemy  l)y  order 
of  General  Rosecrans,  Having  the  moun- 
tain and  thus  commanding  the  river  just 
below  the  right  of  Rosecrans'  lines,  they 
proceeded  at  once  to  picket  the  south  bank  thence  to  Bridge- 
jiort,  thus  compelling  wagon  trains  to  come  from  Stevenson 
r/«  Jasper,  across  the  Sequatchie  Valley  and  Walden's  Ridge, 
a  distance  of  sixty  or  seventy  miles  from  the  terminus  of 
railroad  facilities,  and  completely  cutting  off  the  use  ot  the 
river  l»y  boats. 

The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  was,  then,  in  a  state  of 
semi-siege,  tlie  enemy's  lines  covering  all  the  roads  leading- 
east,  south  and  southwest,  the  mountainous  country  to  the 
northward  being  useless  as  a  source  of  supplies,  the  only 
chance  to  escape    starvation    being  to  keep  the  railway  to 
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Xasliville  workiiiu'  and  the  difHcult  wagon  roads  from  Ste- 
venson open  until  the  arrival  of  reinforcements. 

As  soon  as  tlie  exterior  line  of  works  was  completed  an 
interior  line  was  laid  out,  intended  to  enable  a  small  force  to 
hold  the  town  while  the  main  body  operated  elsewhere,  and 
the  troops  took  regular  turns  at  labor  upon  the  new  works. 
That,  with  picket  duty  and  the  ordinary  camp  duties,  gave 
the  men  l)ut  little  rest.  The  de})rivation  of  full  rations  was 
on  that  account  more  seriously  felt.  Half  rations  only  were 
issued.  Bef(»re  long  even  that  scanty 
supply  l)ecame  uncertain.  On  the  night 
of  Septendjcr  oO,  a  Confederate  cavalry 
force  under  General  Wheeler,  crossed  the 
river  a  few  miles  above  Chattanooga  and 
[iroceeded  to  raid  the  line  of  supplies,  our 
own  cavalry  foi'ce  being  too  weak  to  pre- 
vent his  crossing  or  turn  him  from  his 
purpose.  He  caught  and  destroyed  a 
wagon  train  of  two  hundred  and  hfty  or 
three  hundred  wagons  in  the  Sequatchie 
A'^alley,  and  then,  finding  our  troopers  hot 
on  his  trail,  rode  on  by  way  of  Pikeville  and  McMinville 
to  tiic  liiK'  of  railway  between  AVartrace  and  Murfreesboro, 
whei'c  he  broke  up  the  track  and  destroyed  bridges,  and 
tlien  made  good  his  escape. 

Tlie  i)Ossession  of  Chattanooga  was  of  great  importance 
to  the  Union  cause,  both  as  a  base  for  further  advances  and 
as  the  key  to  loyal  East  Tennessee.  Energetic  measures  were 
adopted  to  make  the  prize  secure.  The  withdrawal  of  Long- 
street's  corps  from  Lee's  army  to  reinforce  Jjragg  made  a 
corresponding  transfer  of  troops  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  [»racticable,  and  the  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Army 
Corps  were  sent  from  the  Ka}iidan,  the  advance  arriving  at 
Stevenson,  Ala.,  a  distance  of  1,192  miles  in  seven  days.  The 
force  consisted  of  two  divisions,  about  seven  thousand  men, 
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in  the  Eleventh  Corps,  coinnianded  by  (ilen.  ().  O.  Howard, 
and  two  divisions  of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  about  eight  thou- 
sand men,  eonnnanded  by  Gen.  H.  W.  Sloeuni ;  the  combined 
force  under  command  of  General  Hooker. 

General  Hooker's  command  was  at  first  statiou'.'d  along 
the  line  of  railwa}",  making*  it  reasonably  secure  tVom  further 
interruption,  but  on  account  of  his  wagons  being  left  in  Vir- 
ginia it  was  some  time  before  his  force  could  be  used  for  an 
aggressive  movement.  Meantime  rains,  making  roads  ditfi- 
cult,  constant  losses  of  mules  from  starvation  and  the  enemy's 
sharpshooters,  the  destruction  of  wagons  on  the  rough  moun- 
tain roads  and  the  famished  condition  of  the  mules  still  i)i 
service,  combined  to  make  the  question  of  subsistence  at 
Chattanooga  a  very  serious  one  indeed. 

On  October  12th  Mr.  Dana  wired  to  Mr.  Stanton  : 

If  a  serioii8  attempt  ghould  l^e  made  by  Brag*  to  march  into  Ken- 
tucky, the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  would  find  itself  in  a  very  helpless  and 
dangerous  position  ;  that  corn  had  been  procured 
to  furnish  the  mass  of  the  animals  about  quarter 
rations,  all  that  could  be  sent  away  having  been 
taken  to  Stevenson  to  be  fed  as  best  they  might : 
that  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  horses  had  died 
of  starvation ;  that  there  was  on  hand  but  two  days' 
rations  for  the  troops,  with  bad  mountain  roads  to 
west  base  of  Walden's  Ridge,  and  thence  to  Bridge- 
port the  roads  passed  through  the  bottoms  of  the 
Sequatchie  and  Tennessee,  where  a  little  rain  ren- 
dered them  inqiracticable. 

And    again    on    October    18th    Mr. 
Dana  wired  :  whuam  di  sm^..n, 

<Tovernor  of  Ohio,  isi;i. 
"  Rain  l)egan  again  about  midnight  and  still 

continues,  but  the  barometer  is  rising  and  the  wind  has  shifted,  so  that  we 

hope  for  the  final  cessation  of  the  storm.     Meanwhile  our  condition  and 

prospects  grow  worse  and  worse.     The  roads  are  in  such  a  state  that  wagons 

are  eight  days  making  the  journey  from  Stevenson  to  Chattanooga.    Though 

subsistence  stores  are  so  nearly  exhausted  here,  the  wagons  are  compelled 

to  throw  overboard  portions  of  their  precious  cargo  in  order  to  get  through 

at  all.     A  civilian  who  reached  here  last  night  states  that  he  saw  fully  five 

hundred  teams  (o(X)O  mules)  halted  between  the  mountain  and  the  river, 
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without  forage  for  the  animals  and  unable  to  move  in  any  direction.  I 
rode  through  the  camps  here  j'esterday,  and  can  testify  that  my  previous 
reports  respecting  the  starvation  of  the  battery  horses  wei'e  not  exag- 
gerated. A  few  days  more  and  most  of  them  will  be  dead.  General  Smith 
says  that  as  lie  passed  among  the  men  working  on  the  fortifications  yester- 
day, several  sin  Kited  cradcers  at  him." 

That  report  doubtless  inspired  the  message  from  Gen- 
eral Grant  to  General  Thomas,  exhorting  him  to  "  liold  out," 
to  which  Thomas  replied  :   "  Wc  icill  hold  out  till  ire  starre" 

Mr.  Dana's  prediction  as  to  the  battery  horses  was  ful- 
Ulled  to  the  extent  that,  when  the  offensive  was  resumed  a 
month  later,  General  Sherman  had  to  fur- 
nish horses  brought  up  with  his  force  to 
move  the  artillery  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland. 

In  a  few  instances  men  attempted  to 
[irocurc  more  than  their  allowance  of 
rations  by  rather  sharp  practice,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  a  general  order  was 
issued  on  October  27,  directing  that,  while 
the  command  was  on  half  rations  com- 
missioned officers  must  go  in  person  to 
purchase  or  send  a  written  order  and  sign 
a  certilicate  that  the  rations  wej'e  necessary  for  their  exclu- 
sive use.  The  order  was  called  out  by  hungry  fellows  pur- 
chasing in  the  name  of  some  officer,  and  when  tlie  latter 
applied  he  would  be  tohl  that  he  had  already  received  his 
allowance. 

Partial  relief,  to  the  extent  of  making  half  rations  at 
least  a  certainty,  was  l)y  this  time  near  at  hand,  Imt  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  procure  the  testimony  of  many  survivors 
to  the  effect  that  they  never  ceased  to  be  hungry  until  after 
Bragg  was  defeated,  late  in  November. 

Things  seldom  get  so  bad  that  one  cannot  find  some- 
thing to  be  thankful  for  if  he  tries,  and  we  could  congratu- 
late   ourselves    on    being    free   from    one   of  the  conditions 
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usually  attendiug  close  contact  of  hostile  forces.  Tiiere  was 
seldom  an  exchange  of  shots  between  the  pickets.  The 
pickets  as  a  rule  occupied  pits  dug  in  the  ground,  the  lines 
being  within  hailing  distance  almost  everywhere,  and  at  some 
points  near  enough  to  carry  on  conversation  across  the 
interval.  Our  side  had  rather  the  worst  of  it  in  the  talk, 
being  taunted  by  allusions  to  lack  of  rations,  and  of  fuel, 
tobacco,  etc.  For  a  time  there  was  occasional  meetings 
between  the  lines  for  a  little  talk  and  the  exchange  of  news- 
papers, or  of  real  coffee  (used  once  and  dried)  for  raw 
tobacco,  but  the  practice  was  soon  discovered  and  strictly 
prohibited. 

There  was  occasional  artillery  firing  from  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Mission  Ridge,  responded  to  by  our  own  guns, 
but  as  the  distances  were  a  little  too  great  for  the  guns  ot 
those  days,  little  damage  was  done.  It 
was  uncomfortable  to  contemplate  the 
possibility  of  a  big  shell  hitting  one's 
shanty,  for  they  did  land  in  the  camps, 
but  so  seldom  did  mischief  that  no  one 
lost  sleep  on  that  account. 

The  severe  losses  in  battle  had  de- 
pleted the  regiments  until  few  brigades 
equalled  a  full  regiment,  and  a  reorgani- 
zation was  ordered  October  8,  by  which 
the  troops  serving  in  the  three  army  cor])S  John  UKorcin, 

,  ^  ./  i.  Gdvernor  of  Ohio,  ISej. 

and  part  ot  the  reserve  corps  were  con- 
solidated into  two  corps,  the  Fourteenth  Cor})S  retaining  its 
number  and  commander  (Thomas),  while  the  Twentieth  and 
Twenty-first  Corps  were  discontinued,  the  commanders  (Mc- 
Cook  and  Crittenden)  relieved,  and  a  new  corps  formed, 
designated  the  Fourth,  Gen.  Gordon  Granger  being  assigned 
to  command  it.  By  that  order  the  four  regiments  of  our  old 
brigade  were  transferred  from  Wood's  division  to  Sheridan's, 
and  with  five   additional    regiments    constituted  the   Third 
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Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fourth  Army  Coq>s.  Harker 
remained  in  command  of  the  brigade,  the  regiments  being 
the  3rd  Kentucky,  (34th,  65th  and  125th  Ohio,  and  22nd, 
27th,  42nd,  51st  and  79th  Illinois. 

Our  camp  was  removed  to  the  appropriate  [)Osition  in 
Sheridan's  part  of  the  line,  and  we  thereafter  did  picket 
duty  on  the  new  front,  facing  towards  Rossville. 

At  tiie  old  camp  the  line  officers  of  the  regiment  Ijad  a 
shantv  ailjoining  the  ColoneFs,  and  at  the  new  location  were 
fortunate  in  linding  a  house  (Mrs.  Kelly's)  with  a  iireplace 
on  the  outside,  against  which  the  shanty  was  re-erected. 
Mrs.  Kelly  subsequently  removed,  to  a  more  peaceful  locality 
probably,  and  with  lier  consent  the  use  of  the  house  was 
given  to  part  of  the  men  after  cold  weather  set  in,  and  was 
very  acceptable  indeed  to  those  short  of 
blankets  and  underwear. 

On  October  13  the  Ohio  troops  enti- 
tled to  vote  held  an  election,  voting 
almost  unanimousl}'  for  Jolm  Brougli  for 
Governor.  The  vote  in  tlie  125th  was 
132  for  Brougli  and  2  for  Vallandigham. 
On  October  18,  at  Louisville,  Ky., 
Secretary  Stanton  lianded  to  General 
Grant  an  order  of  President  Lincoln, 
wn.L.AM  ji.  reagh,  f.  creating  the  Military  District  of  the  Mis- 
sissi[>pi,  comprising  the  three  departments  of  the  Tennessee, 
Ohio  and  the  Cumberland,  and  assigning  General  Grant  to 
the  chief  command.  On  the  same  date  General  Grant  issued 
orders  assigning  General  Sherman  to  command  the  Army 
and  Deparment  of  the  Tennessee  and  General  Thomas  to 
command  the  Army  and  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
General  Kosecrans  being  relieved.  General  Burnside  re- 
mained in  command  of  the  De|)artment  of  f:he  Ohio.  Gen- 
eral Palmer  succeeded  Thomas  in  command  of  the  Fourteenth 
Corps  and  Gen.  D.  S.  Stanley  succeeded  Palmer  in  command 
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of  the  First  Division  of  the  Fourth  Corps.  The  removal  of 
I\oseerans  had  not  been  anticipated  except  by  the  officers  of 
liigher  rank,  but  the  new  commanders  were  universally 
acceptable  to  the  rank  and  tile. 

General  Grant  met  Rosecraus  and  Hooker  at  ISTashville 
on  October  21,  learned  their  views  of  the  Chattaiiooga 
problem  and  then  hurried  on  to  Chattanooga.  He  found 
that  General  Thomas,  immediately  atter  assuming  command, 
had -ordered  the  concentration  of  General  Hooker's  forces  at 
Bridgeport,  preparatory  to  an  ettbrt  to  recover  the  river  and 
main  wagon  road  from  Bridgeport 
to  Brown's  Ferry,  immediatel}'  be- 
low Lookout  Mountain. 

On  the  24th  Grant,  in  company 
with  Thomas  and  Gen.  W.  F.  Smith, 
Chief  Engineer,  made  a  reconnois- 
sance  of  Brown's  Ferry  and  the  hills 
on  tlie  south  side  of  the  river  and 
at    the    mouth   of   Lookout  Valley. 

The  plan  then  adopted  was  for 
Hooker  to  cross  at  Bridgeport,  with 
all  the  force  that  could  be  spared 
from  the  railroad,  and  advance  l)y 
way  of  Whitesides  to  Wauhatchie  in  Lookout  Valley  ;  the 
First  Division  of  the  Fourth  Corps  to  march  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river  to  a  point  opposite  Whitesides,  eleven  miles 
west  of  Wauhatchie,  there  to  cross  and  hold  the  road  passed 
over  by  Hooker,  and  in  the  meantime  a  force  under  General 
Smith's  direction  to  be  thrown  across  at  Brown's  Ferry  to 
sieze  the  range  of  hills  at  the  mouth  of  Lookout  Valley  cov- 
eriufi:  the  Brown's  Ferrv  road.  Orders  were  issued  and  the 
plan  executed  successfully.  General  Hooker  crossed  with 
the  Eleventh  Corps  (two  divisions,  about  six  thousand  men) 
and  jiart  of  Geary's  division  of  the  Twelfth  Corps  (about 
tifteen    hundred    men),    and    on    the    evening    of    the    27th 
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rejtoi'ted  Howard's  advance  at  Whitesides,  the  balance  of  the 
Eleventh  C<»rps  on  Running  Water  Creek  and  Geary  at 
Shellniound,  all  ordered  to  march  again  at  sunrise. 

Before  sunset  on  the  28tli  Geary  was  atWauhatchie  and 
Howard  to  the  left  near  Brown's  Ferry. 

General  Smith  iiad  carried  out  his  part  of  the  program 
before  Hooker's  arrival.  The  troops  assigned  to  him  were 
Hazen's  and  Turcliin's  brigades  of  Wood's  division  (4000 
men).  Hazen  was  ordered  to  organize  a  force  to  float  down 
in  pontoons,  distance  nine  miles  by  river 
three  miles  by  land,  and  to  eftect  a  land- 
ing at  or  near  the  ferry,  when  tlie  remain- 
der of  the  force  was  to  be  rowed  across  and 
the  boats  then  used  to  lay  a  bridge.  There 
were  fifty-two  pontoons,  each  carrying 
a  crew^  of  one  corporal  and  four  oarsmen, 
and  a  landing  party  of  twenty  four  men 
and  one  officer,  the  entire  force  being 
about  sixteen  hundred  men.  They  start- 
SER.n.  .TuHN  wakman.  J--,    g^i  ^^  3  ^_  ^j_  ^jj  ^i^g  27th,  keeping  close  to 

the  right  bank.  Finding  that  the  current  would  carry  them 
down  before  daylight,  they  floated  quiet!}'  until  opposite  the 
landing,  wdiere  they  rowed  across,  and  then  for  the  first  time 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  Confederate  pickets  lining  the 
left  bank.  The  men  jumped  ashore  and  pushed  on  rapidly, 
gaining  tlie  hills  after  a  sharp  contest,  the  losses  lieing 
reported  by  Hazen  as  five  killed,  twenty-one  wounded  and 
nine  missing.  By  1  o'clock  the  remainder  of  the  force  was 
over  and  the  bridge  laid.  The  positions  taken  by  the  troops 
were  so  strong  that  the}'  could  not  have  been  dislodged 
except  by  a  vastly  superior  force. 

When  Hooker  advanced  tlie  next  day  General  Long- 
street  watched  liis  march  from  the  top  of  Lookout,  but  was 
unable  to  resist  it  because  he  could  only  pass  troops  over  by 
the    road  around  the   northern   end,  which  was  completely 
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commanded  by  the  batteries  011  Moccasin  Point.  He,  how- 
ever observed  the  location  of  Geary's  command  at  a  distance 
of  two  or  three  miles  from  Howard's  right,  and  decided  to 
pass  a  force  over  under  cover  of  darkness  and  try  to  surprise 
Geary  by  a  night  attack,  hoping  to  rout  and  drive  him  back 
upon  Howard,  and  possil)ly  to  throw  the  latter  into  confusion 
and  gain  a  sul)stantial  victorj-. 

The  attack  on  Geary  was  made  shortly  after  midnight, 
but  the  latter  was  prepared  for  it,  and  having  a  strong  posi- 
tion managed  to  hold  it  until  reinforced  by  Howard,  when 
Longstreet's  men  retired. 

The  rattle  of  musketrj',  sounding  much  louder  at  night 
than  in  the  daytime,  brought  everj^  man  in  Chattanooga  out 
of  his  blanket,  and  all  waited  anxiously 
for  inteUigence  of  the  result. 

By  those  operations  Hooker's  force 
was  brought  within  supporting  distance, 
and  the  question  of  subsistence  was  set- 
tled, though  from  the  failure  of  the  rail- 
way to  get  supplies  down  fast  enough, 
and  the  necessity  of  accumulating  enough 
to  provide  against  contingencies,  the 
troops  were  not  over-fed  by  any  means. 

General  Grant,  in  his  otiicial  report, 
said  that  "the  capacity  of  the  railroad 
and  steamboats  was  not  sufficient,  however,  to  supply  all  the 
wants  of  the  army,  but  actual  suffering  was  prevented."  He 
also  said : 


Joseph  Wheeler, 
Lieut.  General,  C.  S.  A. 


"  The  artillery  horses  and  mules  had  become  so  reduced  by  starvation 
that  they  could  not  have  been  relied  on  for  moving  anything.  An  attempt 
at  retreat  must  have  been  with  men  alone,  and  with  only  such  supplies  as 
they  could  carry.  A  retreat  would  have  been  almost  certain  annihilation, 
for  the  enemy,  occupying  positions  within  gunshot  of  and  overlooking  our 
very  fortifications,  would  unquestionably  have  pursued  our  retreating  forces. 
Already  more  than  ten  thousand  animals  had  perished  in  suj)i)lying  half 
rations  to  the  troops  by  the  long  and  tedious  route  over  Walden's  Ridge. 
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They  could  not  liave  been  supplied  another  week.  ■■■  *  *  By  the  use  of 
two  steamboats,  one"of  which  had  been  left  at  Chattanooga  by  the  enemy 
and  fell  into  our  hands,  and  one  that  had  been  built  by  us  at  Bridgeport, 
plying  between  Bridueport  and  Kelly's  Ferry,  we  were  enabled  to  obtain 
supplies  with  Init  eight  miles  of  wagoning." 

From  the  moment  Bragg  lost  control  of  the  river  np  to 
Brown's  Ferry,  all  chance  for  him  to  recover  Chattanooga 

was  gone.  Feeling  secure, 
however,  in  the  strength  of 
his  position  on  Missionary 
Ividge  and  Lookout  Moun- 
tain, he  resolved  to  detach 
Longstreet  with  a  force  of 
20,000  men  to  overwhelm 
Burnside  and  recover  Knox- 
ville  and  the  railroad  thence 
to  Richmond, 

Grant  at  once  gave  di- 
rections for  a  movement 
against  Missionary  Ridge, 
hoping  to  carry  it  and  thus 
tlireaten  Bragg's  communi- 
cations with  Longstreet  and 
compel  the  latter's  return, 
but  after  full  examination  of 
the  ground  concluded  it  was 
impracticable  to  move  before  bringing  Sherman  forward. 

The  latter  had  brought  his  troops  to  Memphis  by  boat 
and  was  marching  across.  lie  was  advised  of  Longstreet's 
move  and  urged  to  make  haste ;  Ijut  it  was  another  month 
before  he  did  arrive. 

The  losses  of  the  125th  Ohio  for  the  months  of  Septem- 
ber and  (Jctober,  180-3,  in  addition  to  the  casualties  in  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga,  which  have  been  noted,  were  as 
follows : 


C.  LAFAy?:TTE  Gilbert,  D  (1S95). 
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By  death — George  Stroble,  of  B,  at  Louisville,  Ky., 
interred  in  Cave  Hill  Cemetery,  Section  B,  liow  16,  Grave 
17  ;  John  W.  Powers,  of  C,  and  William  Shenard,  of  E,  at 
Chattanooga;  Joseph  H.  Sperry,  of  F,  in  ambulance  near 
Wauhatchie,  interred  at  Chattanooga,  Section  L,  Grave  399  ; 
Jacob  Housweitt,  of  I,  at  Louisville,  Ky..  interred  in  Section 
B,  Ivow  16,  Grave  12,  Cave  Hill  Cemetery. 

Lieutenant  Humphrey,  of  F,  resigned  October  6,  and 
the  following  comrades  were  discharged  on  surgeon's  certiti- 
cate  of  disability :  Henry  B.  Gildard  and  Setli  F.  Moses,  of 
B ;  Matthias  Phisterer,  of  F ;  Isaac  S.  Stephens,  of  G ; 
Fayette  C.  Bood  and  Sergt.  Roswell  Webster,  of  H.  Trans- 
ferred to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps:  AVilliam  M.  Smith  and 
Washington  Jones,  of  B;  Truman 
Borden,  of  C;  Evan  C.  Morris,  of  I): 
Claude  Clere  and  Marion  Woodruff, 
of  F  ;  William  Astle,  John  F.  Burr 
and  Sergt.  William  Stoughton,  of  II. 

On  November  2  the  rations 
were  increased  from  one-half  to 
two-thirds  the  regular  allowance. 

On  the  16th,  Company  I  arrived 
from  Ohio  with  three  officers  and 
eighty  men,  who  were  most  heartily 
welcomed  to  the  ranks  of  the  12oth 
and  a  full  share  of  short  rations  and 
arduous  duties.  The  company  had  been  recruited  under  the 
direction  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Moore,  who  remained  in 
Ohio  to  complete  the  organization  of  Companj^  Iv.  The 
prospect  for  us  to  become  a  ten-company  regiment  was  good. 
The  officers  of  Company  I  were  Capt.  Aquila  Coonrod,  First 
Lieut.  Horace  Welch  and  Second  Lieut.  Seabury  A.  Smith, 
who  was  promoted  from  Sergeant  Major.  Tlie  new  company 
had  but  a  few  days  in  which  to  get  accustomed  to  life  at  the 
front  and  picket  duty  witlnn  talking  distance  of  the  enemy 
l)efore  being  tested  in  battle. 


John  \V.  Powers,  C. 
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LOOKOUT  :\IOrNTAIN  AND  MISSIONARY  KIDGE. 


General  llalleck,  in  his  report  to  tlie  Secretary  of  War, 
said : 

"  Considering  the  strenglli  of  the  rebel  position,  and  the  dittic-ulty  of 
storniiny-  his  intrenchments,  the  battle  of  Chattanooga  must  be  regarded  as 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  in  historj'." 

Hooker's  men  scalino^  the  slopes  of  Lookout  Mountain 
from  the  valle}'  of  Lookout  Creek,  passing  up  beneath  the 
clouds  which  concealed  them  from  view  of  theii'  comrades  in 
front  of  Chattanoog-a,  the  flashes  of  their  guns  alone  reveal- 
ing their  progress,  and  the  long  struggle, 
extending  far  into  the  night,  resulting  at 
last  in  complete  success,  was  indeed  a 
remarkable  military  achievement;  while 
the  storming  of  Missionary  Ridge  on  the 
next  (lay  was  an  entirely  unpi-ecedented 
feat  of  arms,  not  merely  because  the 
troops  scaled  the  heights  and  carried 
works  regarded  as  impregnable,  but  be- 
cause it  was  not  intended  they  should 
make  the  attempt.  Mr.  Dana,  who  wit- 
nessed the  assault,  telegraphed  the  Secretary  of  War : 

"  The  storming  of  the  ridge  hy  our  troops  was  one  of  the  greatest 
miracles  in  military  history.  No  man  who  climl^s  the  ascent  by  any  of  the 
roads  that  wind  along  its  front  can  believe  that  18,000  men  were  moved  up 
its  broken  and  crumbling  face,  unless  it  was  his  fortune  to  witness  the  deed. 
It  seems  as  awful  as  a  visil)le  interposition  of  God.  Neither  Grant  nor 
Thomas  intended  it.  Their  orders  were  to  carry  the  rifle  pits  along  the  base 
of  the  ridge  and  capture  their  occupants,  but  when  this  was  accomplislied  the 
unaccountable  spirit  of  the  troops  bore  them  bodily  up  those  impracticable 
steeps  over  the  bristling  rifle  pits  on  the  crest  and  the  thirty  cannon  enfilad- 
ing every  gully.  The  order  to  storm  appears  to  have  been  given  simulta- 
neously by  Generals  Sheridan  and  Wood,  because  the  men  were  not  to  be 
held  back,  dangerous  as  the  attempt  appeared  to  military  prudence.  Be- 
sides, the  generals  had  caught  the  inspiration  of  the  men,  and  were  ready 
thenifelves  to  undertake  impossibilities." 


ll.W  .  II   \l  i  L'   K. 
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General  (Trant's  intention  was  for  the  assaulting  column 
to  carry  the  works  at  tiie  base,  by  which  time  he  hoped  that 
Hooker  would  appear  on  the  enemy's  liank  and  rear,  when 
the  combined  efforts  of  both  columns  would  make  success 
l»rol)able.  The  rank  and  file,  however,  did  not  know  that 
Hooker  was  ex])ected,  and  did  know  that  General  Grant 
and  all  other  loyal  men  wanted  Bragg's  army  expelled  from 
tliose  heights,  and  naturally 
inferred  that  that  they  were 
to  accom})lish  the  work. 

Tlie  125th  was  a  part 
of  the  assaulting  column  at 
Missionary  Kidge,  and,  of 
course,  did  not  participate 
in  Hooker's  battle  above  the 
clouds  or  in  Sherman's  hard 
struggle  on  the  left,  but  as 
all  the  operations  were 
necessary  to  success,  and 
Hooker  and  Sherman  were 
commanders,  respectivel}',  of 
the  right  and  left  wings, 
Avhile  we  under  Thomas 
held  the  center,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  describe  all  the 
movements  in  a  general  way 
in  order  that  the  })art  taken  by  any  particular  i-egiment  mny 
be  understood  and  properly  appreciated. 

From  the  hills  bordering  the  north  baidv  of  the  Tencs- 
see.  Grant  had  discovered  that  the  north  end  of  Missionary 
Ridge  was  not  held  by  a  large  force,  and  that  the  north  side 
of  the  river  opposite  was  picketed  by  a  small  cavalry  torcc. 
That  circumstance,  added  to  his  desire  to  cut  communi- 
cations between  Bragg  an.d  Longstreet  and  be  in  position 
after  the  l:)attle  to  relieve  Burnside  at  Knoxville,  determined 
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the  plan  of  battle,  wliicli  was  to  demonstrate  on  the  extreme 
riglit,  while  [)assing  Sherman  beliind  the  covering  hills  to  the 
extreme  left,  where  a  crossing  was  to  be  effected  by  strategy 
similar  to  that  used  at  Brown's  Ferr}',  when  the  attack  would 
be  made  by  Sherman  at  tlie  north  end  of  the  ridge,  sup- 
ported I)}'  Thomas,  who  was  to  move  out  of  the  works  and 
effect  a  junction.  Pontoons  for  Ijridges  had  been  con- 
structed and  placed  in  a  creek  which  enters  the  Tennessee 
from  tlie  north  side  a  few  miles  above. 

Operations  of  such  magnitude  are  seklom  if  ever  con- 
ducted without  vexatious  delays  and 
unlooked  for  mishaps;  and,  as  a 
general  rule,  are  still  further  embar- 
rassed 1)3"  want  of  skill  or  energ}''  on 
the  part  of  subordinates.  In  this 
instance  Slierman's  troops,  marching 
from  Bridgeport  by  way  of  White- 
sides  and  Brown's  Ferrj-,  were  de- 
layed b}'  rain  making  the  roads 
impassable,  compelling  himfinall}^  to 
leave  his  trains  and  push  on  with 
men  and  artillery,  and  also  by  the 
enemy  taking  advantage  of  the  high 
water  and  a  strong  current  to  send  down  rafts,  by  which  the 
pontoon  bridges  were  broken  ;  but  there  was  no  lack  of  skill 
or  energy  on  the  part  of  anyone,  and  the  crossing,  though 
delayed,  was  successfully  accomplislied. 

Sherman's  leading  division  had  marched  to  Trenton  for 
the  purpose  of  creating  an  impression  that  Bragg's  position 
was  to  be  turned  again  in  the  same  way  Rosecrans  turned  it 
in  Septemljer.  That  division  rejoined  by  way  of  Wauhatchie, 
but  the  delays  gave  the  enemy  ample  time  to  investigate  and 
see  tkrough  the  ruse. 

On  Sunday,  November  22,  Howard's  corps  of  Hooker's 
command  crossed  at  Brown's  Ferr}'  and  marched  direct  to 
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Chattanooga,  taking  a  })()sition  insiilo  the  works  in  phiin 
view  of  the  enemy,  who  signalled  from  Lookont  Mountain 
to  Bragg's  headquarters  that  a  large  force,  thought  to  be  an 
army  corps,  had  entered  Chattanooga.  It  is  probable  that 
the  Confederates  thought  Howard's  troo})S  to  be  those  of 
Sherman,  whose  march  from  Bridgeport  coukl  be  observed 
until  tliey  passed  behind  the  hills  after  crossing  at  Brown's 
Ferry.  At  all  events,  Slierman's  intention  to  effect  a  cross- 
ing above  the  town  does  not  appear  to  liave  been  antici[>ated. 
Indeed,  Bragg  seems  to  have  thought  Sherman's  movement 
more  likely  to  be  with  a  view  to  reinforcing  Burnside,  and  to 
have  entertained  no  fear  of  his  aljilitv  to  liohl  his  own 
strong  positions,  for  he  had  sent  two  additional  divisions  to 
reinforce  Longstreet,  one  of  which 
was  recalled  when  the  movements  on 
the  23rd  were  made. 

On  Monday,  November  23, 
Slierman's  third  division  reached  its 
position,  the  fourtli  (Osterliaus)  being- 
detained  on  the  south  side  l)y  an- 
other break  in  the  bridge  at  Brown's 
Ferry.  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith's 
brigade  was  sent  to  the  pontoons  to 
be  embarked  at  midnight  and  float 
down.  Gen.  Jeff.  C.  Davis'  division 
of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  wliich  liad 
been  picketing  the  river  above  Chattanooga,  had  been  con- 
centrated, and  General  ]J)avis  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Sherman.  Osterhaus  was  ordered  to  come  forward  if  it  was 
found  possible  to  effect  a  crossing  in  the  night,  otherwise  to 
report  to  Hooker,  in  wdiich  case  Hooker  was  ordered  to  turn 
his  reconnoisance  of  Lookout  Mountain,  ordered  for  the  next 
morning,  into  a  determined  assault  if  found  practicable. 
Two  brigades  of  the  First  Division,  Fourth  Corps,  being  on 
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tlie    i-iver  below  Brown's  Ferry,  were  ordered  to  report  to 

Hooker. 

On  the  20th  General  Brag-g  had  sent  in  a  note  request- 
ing the  removal  of  non-combatants  from  Chattanooga,  and 
on  Sunday  night  (22nd)  two  deserters  came  in  and  reported 
that  Bragg  was  retreating.  They  were  truthful  but  mis- 
taken, having  observed  the  march  of  the  two  divisions  sent 
to  Longstreet  and  not  understanding  the  movement.  The 
reception  of  the  note  and  the  report  of  the  deserters  led 
General  Grant  to  fear  that  Bragg  might  design  slipping 
away,  either  to  escape  battle  or  to  follow  Longstreet  and 
pusli  for  Kentucky,  and  he  ordered  Thomas  to  move  out  and 
force  Bragg  to  develop  his  lines.  Thomas  ordered  Granger 
to  throw  one  division  forward  in  the  direction  of  Orchard 
Knob,  with   a  second    division  in  supporting  distance,  and 

stating  that  Howard  and  Baird 
would  be  ready  to  co-operate  if 
needed. 

That  order  brought  the  12r)th 
Ohio  into  the  initial  movement.  The 
troops  in  Chattanooga  had  been  in 
readiness  to  move  for  two  days,  but 
it  is  doubtful  if  any  man  in  the  ranks 
had  the  slightest  suspicion  when  he 
fell  into  line  a  little  after  noon  that 
an  oliensive  movement  was  contem- 
plated. 

Wood's  division  was  ordered  to 
advance,  supported  by  Sheridan.  The  troops  fell  in  as  if  for 
parade,  wnthout  blankets  or  knapsacks,  flags  unfurled,  drums 
beating.  As  the  battalions  moved  into  position  in  plain 
view  from  Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  the 
Confederate  pickets  sat  on  the  edge  of  their  rifle  pits  enjoying 
the  show,  never  dreaming  that  they  were  interested  other- 
wise than  as  spectators  of  the  imposing  array.     Then,  over 
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ill  the  direction  of  Fort  Wood,  a  Ijugle  sounded  "advance," 
and  instantly  the  peaceful  pa^i-eant  changed  to  the  tragedy  of 
battle.  With  a  shout  the  skirmishers  ran  forward,  followed 
by  the  lines  marching  in  (juick  time.  Down  went  the  Con- 
federates into  their  pits  and  opened  tire.  The  distance  from 
Fort  Wood  to  Orchard  Knob  was  a  little  over  one  mile. 
Extending  from  tlie  knob  to  the  right  and  left  the  enemy 
had  rille  pits,  into  which  their  picket  reserves,  and  possibly 
other  troops  near  at  hand,  were  thrown  and  made  a  vigorous 
but  hopeless  resistance.  Willich's  brigade  of  Wood's  division 
advanced  directly  on  the  Knob,  and, 
as  reported  by  General  Wood,  "  by  a 
bold  burst  ascended  its  steep  accliv- 
ity, crowned  its  summit  and  it  was 
ours."  A  few  minutes  later  Hazen's 
brigade,  on  Willich's  right,  carried 
the  lines  on  their  front,  Hazen's 
front  line,  41st  Ohio  and  93rd  Ohio 
under  immediate  command  of  Col. 
Aquila  Wiley,  capturing  the  :28th 
Alabama  Infantry  almost  entire, 
with  its  colors,  and  suifering  the  loss 

,.  ,  ,         .  ^  ,  .  (   nl,     W.    JI.     V..1  M,,    Jl.lh    Whi,), 
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the  short  hand  to  hand  contest  for  the  ritle  pits.  Major 
Birch,  of  the  93rd  Ohio,  fell  there.  At  the  same  time  Gen. 
S.  Beatty's  brigade  of  Wood's  division  came  u[»  on  Willich's 
left,  meeting  less  resistance. 

Sheridan's  orders  were  for  him  to  su[»port  Wood,  and 
prevent  his  Hank  from  being  turned  by  an  advance  of  the 
enemy  on  Moore's  road  and  from  the  direction  of  Rossville. 
Wagner's  brigade  formed  on  the  northern  end,  and  Barker's- 
on  the  southern  slope  of  Bushy  Knob,  with  Sherman's  brig- 
ade in  reserve. 

Two  batteries  (Battery  G,  4th  U.  S.,  and  Battery  I,  1st 
O.  L.  A.),  under  Major  Osborn,  of  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps, 


154 


OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 


were  placed  one  on  Bushy  Knob,  the  other  in  a  small  lunette 
just  behind  the  picket  line.  When  Hazen  passed  Wagner's 
flank  in  the  advance,  the  latter  advanced  en  echelon,  and  at 
the  proper  interval  Harker  also  advanced  en  echelon,  the 
skirmishers  of  both  brigades  encountering  those  of  the 
enemy  and  driving  them  in. 

The  two  brigades  were  advanced  to  a  low  ridge,  where 
they  were  halted,  and  constructed  a  line  of  rifle  pits.  After 
dark  Wagner'  brigade  was  again  advanced  nearer  to  Wood, 
and  one  of  the  batteries  moved  over  to  the  left  to  make 
Wood's  right  flank  more  secure.  Sherman's  brigade  of 
Sheridan's  division  had  advanced  about 
six  hundred  yards,  where  it  remained  dur- 
ing tlie  night.  General  Grant  directed 
Orchard  Knol)  to  be  held,  and  Howard 
was  sent  to  cover  Wood's  left  flank. 
Howard  advanced  his  two  divisions  and 
drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers  across  the 
western  fork  of  Citico  Creek,  holding  the 
line  gained  during  the  night.  Baird's 
division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  had 
formed  to  the  right  of  Sheridan,  between 
the  Kossville  and  Moore's  roads,  with  orders  to  strongly 
threaten  attack,  1)UT  to  avoid  becoming  seriously  engaged, 
and  his  troops  bivouacked  in  that  position.  One  brigade  of 
Johnson's  division  was  on  picket  still  farther  to  the  right, 
and  the  other  two  brigades  occupied  the  lines  within  the 
fortiflcations  previously  held  by  his  own  and  Baird's  divisions. 
The  casualties  on  the  23rd,  outside  of  Hazen's  brigade, 
were  remarkably  light  for  the  work  done.  Sheridan  made 
no  separate  report,  and  Howard  reported  four  killed  and 
thirty-two  wounded. 

A  detail  from  the  125th  Ohio  was  on  picket  during  the 
night  facing  a  picket  line  of  the  enemy,  near  enough  to  liave 
carried  on  conversation,  every  word  spoken  above  a  whisper 
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on  either  line  being  plainly  heard  across  the  interval.  Some 
of  Company  I's  men  found  themselves  viewing  armed  rebels 
at  short  range  for  the  first  time.  At  daylight  both  lines 
retired  quietly  to  a  more  respectful  distance,  and  ours  was 
relieved  and  returned  to  the  regiment.  The  regiment  was  in 
a  position  attbrding  a  plain  view  of  Lookout,  and,  as  one  of 
the  boys  remarked,  had  front  seats  in  the  parquette  for  Joe 
Hooker's  great  act. 

General  Sherman's  movement  to  effect  a  crossing  above 
the  enemj^'s  right  began  at  midnight.  Giles  A.  Smith's 
brigade  manned  the  pontoons,  1(30  in  number,  one  officer, 
five  oarsmen  and  twenty-five  armed  men  in  each  boat,  and 
floated  silently  out  to  the  Tennessee  and  down  that  stream, 
crossing  at  a  designated  point  above  the  mouth  of  tlie  Chick- 
amauga,  where  two  regiments  landed,  and  moving  quietly 
down  captured  all  the  Confederate  pickets  but  one.  Mean- 
time the  fiotilla  dropped  down  below  the  mouth,  landed  the 
other  regiments  and  at  once  rowed  to  the  north  shore  for 
another  load.  It  was  then  2:30  a.  m., 
I^Tovember  24.  By  daylight  8.000  men, 
two  divisions,  were  on  the  south  bank 
and  covered  by  a  strong  rifie  trench,  and 
the  Ijridges  were  begun,  one  across  the 
Tennessee,  1,350  feet,  and  the  other  across 
the  Chickamauga.  Both  were  complete 
at  noon.  Meantime  Hooker's  advance  on 
the  right  and  the  mist  about  Lookout 
enabled  the  steamboat  "  Dunbar  "*  to  run 
up  to  Chattanooga,  where  it  was  used  to 
cany  some  of  Sherman's  liorses  across,  to  lie  used  in  moving- 
Thomas'  artillery,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of 
Chickamauga  Creek  with  a  barge  in  tow,  and  there  ferried 
General  Ewing's  division  across  while  the  bridges  were  beino- 
laid.     Jeff.  C.  Davis'  division  crossed  on  the  bridu'e. 
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At  9  A.  .M.  General  Howard,  under  orders  from  Thomas, 
began  a  movement  to  open  communications  with  Slierman 
on  the  south  side.  CoL  Orland  Smith,  commanding  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Eleventh  Army  Corps,  Avas  ordered 
to  clear  out  the  enemy's  skirmishers  from  riile  pits  near  the 
lett  tlank,  and  lie  sent  liis  own  regiment,  the  73rd  Oiiio, 
Maj.  Samuel  H.  Hurst  commanding,  to  accomplish  tlie  task. 
Maior  Hurst  crossed  the  Citico  and  advanced  his  reg'iment 
under  a  severe  fire,  but  so  rapidly  that  his  men  were  in  the 
works  before  all  of  the  enemy's  force  could  escape,  and  thirty 
were  captured.  The  73rd  then  held  the  pits,  serving  as  a 
cover  for  the  next  move.     Bushbeck's  brigade  then  passed 

to  the  left  of  Smith  and  marched  up 
to  Sherman's  right. 

About  the  middle  of  the  after- 
noon Sherman  advanced  one  bricrade 
of  each  divisi(U],  gaining  the  top  of 
the  hills,  when  they  discovered  tliat 
tliey  were  detached  hills  only,  while 
the  enemy  was  intrenched  on  the 
continuous  ridge  beyond,  ready  to 
dispute  further  progress. 

About  4  p.  M.,  while  Sherman's 
men  were  busy  constructing  trenches 
».:.,..,:.:,...  .i.Mi.K.M„KKis. A.    ^^^  ,^^^j.g  ^|^g-j,  ^^^^^^^^^    sccurc,   the 

enemy  attacked,  and  quite  a  sharp  engagement  ensued  with 
artillery  and  musketry,  in  which  Brig.  Gen.  Giles  A.  Smith 
was  severely  Avounded.  By  dark  all  of  Sherman's  troops 
were  in  positions  assiu'ned,  and  were  undisturbed  during:  the 
night. 

LOOKurX  MOINTAIX. 


General  Hooker's  orders  for  November  24th  were  to 
take  Osterhaus'  division  (First  Division,  Fifteenth  Corps), 
Geary's  division  (Second  Division,  Twelfth  Corps)  and  Stan- 
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ley's  Division  (First  Division,  Fourth  Corps),  commanded 
temporarily  by  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  Cruft,  and  make  a  strong 
demonstration  on  the  western  slope  of  J^ookout  Mountain 
for  the  purpose  of  attracting  the  enemy's  attention  away 
from  Sherman's  movement,  and,  if  he  discovered  the  enemy's 
position  anti  strength  would  justify  an  attempt  to  carr}'  the 
northern  point  of  the  moutain.  to  do  so.  Addressed  to 
Joseph  Hooker  that  was  equivalent  to  an  order  to  charge. 
By  4  A.  M.  his  troops  were  in  position.  It  should  l)e  stated 
that  only  two  brigades  of  each  ot  the  three  divisions  were 
present.  It  is  worthy  of  note  also  that  the  three  divisions 
represented  three  armies,  the  Tennessee,  Potomac  and  Cum- 
berland, Osterhaus  having  just  arrived  from  the  Big  Bhick 
River  near  Yicksburg.  and  Gear\'  recently  from  the  Rapidan 
in  Virginia. 

Finding  Lookout  Creek  so 
much  swollen  as  to  be  impassable, 
Hooker  sent  Geary's  division,  sup- 
ported by  Whi taker's  brigade  of 
Craft's  division,  to  cross  at  Wau- 
hatchie  and  work  down  the  right 
bank,  while  Osterhaus  faced  the 
enemy's  trenches  across  the  stream, 
ready  to  throw  bridges  across  at  the 
first  favorable  ojiportunit}-.  Grose's 
brigade  of  Cruft"s  division  was  or- 
dered forward  near  the  railway. 

All  the  movements  were  facilitated  by  the  heavy  mist 
hanging  over  the  mountain,  which  enabled  Gear}'  to  cross 
and  form  at  right  angles  to  the[enemy's  line  of  trenches  on 
the  creek  without  attracting  attention.  Geary  then  advanced 
down  the  valley,  his  right  resting  high  up  on  the  mountain 
side  near  the  palisades.  The  enemy's  pickets  lined  the  right 
bank  of  the  stream,  their  reserves  posted  in  the  valley,  wliile 
the  main  force  was  encamped  in  a  hollow  half  wa}'  up  the 
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mountain  side.  On  tliat  front  (west)  as  well  as  the  northern 
slope,  and  on  the  eastern  slopes  facing  Chattanooga  Creek, 
were  breastworks,  which,  taken  in  connection  with  steep, 
rugged  and  rocky  slopes  to  be  scaled,  made  the  assault  an 
enterprise,  as  Hooker  reported,  worthy  of  the  ambition  and 
renown  of  the  troops  to  wliom  it  was  entrusted. 

The  purpose  was  to  sweep  clear  around  from  the  west- 
ern to  the  eastern  face  and  secure  the  road  winding  to  the 
summit  from  the  Chattanooga  Valley,  the  only  practicable 
road  to  the  summit  for  a  distance  of  many  miles,  it  being 
thought  that  the  forces  on  the  summit  would  evacuate  before 
relinquishing  the  road. 

Geary  crossed  at  8  a.  m.,  capturing  the  picket  of  forty- 
two  men  posted  to  defend  the  crossing.  Grose  advancing  at 
the  (same  time  drove  the  enemy  from  the 
l)ridge  just  below  the  railroad  crossing. 
The  tiring  aroused  the  Confederates,  who 
promptly  tiled  into  their  works,  and  the 
battle  was  on. 

Cruft  found  it  impracticable  to  rejiair 
the  bridge  under  the  heavy  fire  thrown 
upon  it,  and  was  ordered  to  go  slow  until 
Geary  came  up.  Osterhaus  also  found 
the  crossing  at  his  front  impracticable, 
and  was  ordered  to  send  Brig.  Gen. 
Charles  11.  Woods'  brigade  under  cover  of  the  hills  and  tim- 
ber to  a  point  al)out  half  a  mile  higher  up  the  creek,  and 
there  prepare  a  crossing.  By  11  o'clock  Woods  had  com- 
pleted his  bridge.  By  that  time  Geary  was  near  at  hand,  his 
skirmishers  smartly  engaged.  Cruft  had  been  ordered  to 
leave  two  regiments  to  keep  the  enemy  busy  at  the  railway 
bridge  and  send  Grose  with  his  remaining  regiments  to 
follow  Woods.  Both  Woods  and  Grose  crossed  and  formed 
on  Geary's  left,  and  all  moved  on  down  the  valley.  By  this 
time  the  artillery  was  at  work  also.     Hooker  had  two  bat- 
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teries,  belonging  to  the  Eleventh  Corps  —  Battery  K,  1st 
Ohio,  and  Battery  I,  1st  New  York.  The  Ohio  battery  was 
[iLaced  on  Bald  Hill,  where  it  enliladed  the  railway  and  the 
wagon  road  leading  to  Chattanooga.  The  ISTew  York  bat- 
tery was  placed  near  by.  Osterhaus  placed  two  twenty- 
pounder  Parrotts  of  Captain  Froelich's  (4th  Ohio)  battery 
where  they  enfiladed  a  series  of  the  enemy's  works  and  rifle 
pits.  Captain  Griifith's  (1st  Iowa)  battery  was  posted  near 
where  Woods  crossed.  All  the  batteries  were  in  easy  range, 
and  well  posted  to  make  the  valley  and 
western  slopes  dangerous  ground.  The 
batteries  on  Moccasin  Point  also  joined 
in,  doing  well  considering  the  distance 
and  difliculty  of  seeing.  The  enemy's 
batteries  on  the  crest  roared  incessantly, 
but  from  inability  to  see  their  enemy  did 
little  damage.  By  12  o'clock  Geary's 
advance,  close  up  under  the  palisades, 
rounded  the  peak,  and  the  whole  line  was 
sweeping  irresistably  around  ;  at  2  o'clock 
the  plateau  was  cleared  and  the  line  estab- 
lished, extending  from  the  palisades  on  the  right  to  the  foot 
of  the  mountain  near  the  mouth  of  Chattanooga  Creek, 
when  further  advance  was  deemed  hazardous  on  account  of 
the  mist  settling  down  upon  the  valley,  making  it  impossible 
to  detect  movements  of  the  enemy. 

Johnson's  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  held  the 
right  of  Thomas'  line,  and  besides  posting  batteries  to  pro- 
tect Hooker's  left  flank,  sent  Brigadier  General  Carlin's 
brigade  to  efl:ect  a  crossing.  Col.  T.  R.  Staidey,  chief  of 
river  transportation,  furnished  a  large  flatboat  by  which 
Carlin's  regiments  ferried  over,  and  at  5:30  p.  m.  were  sent  to 
the  extreme  right  to  report  to  Geary,  whose  troops  were 
short  of  ammunition  and  physically  almost  worn  out.  Aljout 
8:30  P.  M.  that  part  of  the  line  was  fiercely  assaulted,  but 


<'H ARISES  R.  Wodli^ 

Brevft  Major  General. 


i6o 


OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 


with  Curliu's  assistance  repulsed  the  ellem3^  Other  attacks 
were  made,  probaljl}'  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from 
the  summit,  and  firing  did  not  wholly  cease  until  after  1 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  Before  daylight,  anticipating  that 
the  enemy  was  gone,  detachments  from  several  regiments 
proceeded  to  scale  the  crest,  that  of  the  8th  Kentucky  Infan- 
try being  first  to  reach  the  summit  and  display  the  stai's  and 
stripes  from  the  peak. 

Grant's  line  of  Ijattle  was  now  continuous  from  Lookout 
Mountain  through  the  valley  of  Chattanooga  to  the  ufu'th 
end  of  Missionary  Ridge.  Bragg  withdrew  his  troops  from 
Lookout  and  from  the  valley  and  massed  his  army  on  Mis- 
sionar}'  Ridge,  destroying  the  bridge  across 
Chattanooga  Creek,  and  leaving  a  small 
force  to  watch  and  resist  an  advance  by 
way  of  Rossville. 

From  his  official  report  it  is  apparent 
that  Brao'o^  did  not  entertain  the  slio'htest 
apprehension  from  direct  assault.  His 
shortened  line  enabled  him  to  reinforce 
heavily  against  Sherman,  and  also  to  fill 
the  rifle  pits  in  front  of  Thomas.  The 
possession  of  Lookout  Mountain  gave 
Grant  undisputed  navigation  of  the  river  and  the  control  of 
the  railroad  to  Chattanooga.  The  siege  was  raised  beyond 
doubt,  but  Bragg's  defiant  attitude  on  Missionary  Ridge 
insured  more  fighting. 


Bi;ii..  (ir.N.  W.  P.  Caki.in. 


MISSIONARY  EIDGE. 

The  battle  was  opened  on  the  25th  by  Sherman,  the 
purpose  being  to  carry  out  the  original  plan  by  turning 
Bragg's  right  flank,  and  securing  tlie  north  end  of  Mis- 
sionary Ridge. 

In  front  of  the  hill  or  ridge  occupied  by  Sherman's 
center  was  a  narrow  valley,  separating  it  from  the  next  hill 
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of  the  series,  the  farther  point  of  which  was  held  by  the 
enemy  in  a  breastwork  of  logs  and  earth.  On  a  still  higher 
liill  beyond  the  tnnnel,  ovei-looking  the  one  to  be  lirst  cai'ricd, 
the  enemy  were  in  still  greater  force,  and  had  a  fair  })lunging 
line  of  iire  on  the  ground  to  be  traversed  by  an  assaulting 
column.  Through  the  gorge  in  front  of  the  higher  hill  sev- 
eral roads  and  the  railroad  passed.  The  enemy  had  troops 
massed  in  tliat  gorge  under  cover,  ready  to  be  used  in  any 
direction.  Beyond  the 
o^orffe  was  the  continuous 
line  of  works  on  tlie  ridge 
proper.  Brigadier  General 
Corse  with  as  much  (^f  his 
brigade  as  could  operate  on 
the  narrow  ridge,  was  di- 
rected to  cross  the  interval, 
ascend  to  the  crest  and  ad- 
vance along  it  against  the 
nearest  works,  to  be  sup- 
ported by  Gen.  Morgan  L. 
Smith's  division  on  the  left 
moving  along  the  east  base 
of  the  ridge  connecting  with 
Corse,while  Colonel  Loomis' 
brigade  moved  in  like  man- 
ner along  the  west  base, 
supported  by  two  brigades 
(Raum's  and  Matthias")  of  Gen.  John  E.  Smith's  di\'ision. 
General  Ewing  and  General  Lightburn,  liolding  liilltops  to 
the  right  and  left  of  Corse's  position,  had  their  guns  trained 
to  aid  in  clearing  Corse's  front,  and  Lightburn  sent  one  of 
his  regiments,  the  30th  Ohio,  to  act  with  Corse. 

About  7  A.  M.  the  bugle  sounded  "advance,"'  and  the 
40th  Illinois,  Maj.  Hiram  W.  Hall  commanding:  the  46th 
Ohio,  Col.  Charles  C.  Walcutt  commanding;  and  30th  Ohio, 
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Col.  Theodore  Jones  coniinaiidiiio;,  preceded  by  tliree  eoriipa 
iiies  of  the  103rd  Illinois  as  skirmishers,  moved  down  the  face 
of  their  own  hill  and  up  that  held  by  the  enemy,  led  by  Corse 
in  person.  Advancing:  to  within  a  few  yards  of  the  intrench- 
ment  Corse  found  a  secondary  rid^e,  which  he  held,  calling 
the  remainder  of  his  command  to  that  point.  Corse  then 
assaulted  the  works  and  a  severe  contest  ensued,  lasting  for 
more  than  an  hour.  Corse  gaining  and  again  losing  ground, 
but  holding  fast  to  the  first  position  all  the  time.     Then  for 

a  time  Corse's  men  rested  while 
the  artillery  did  their  best  to  clear 
the  front.  Meantime  the  support- 
ing troops  had  moved  at  the  same 
time,  come  into  action  and  gained 
ground,  drawing  tlie  enemy's  lire  in 
}»art  and  somewhat  relieving  Corse. 
Tiie  latter  tlien  renewed  the  assault, 
and  the  fight  raged  with  fury  on  the 
entire  line.  About  10  a.  m.  Corse 
was  wounded  and  carried  from  the 
field.  Colonel  Walcutt  succeeding  to 
'■''  mm<,in.i,^-<  uvKiiT.  -|.|^g  command.  Walcutt  continued 
the  fight,  pressing  vigorously  and  persistently.  By  this  time 
Rauni  and  Matthias  had  worked  well  to  the  front  beyond 
Loomis,  crossing  a  field  and  pushing  on  to  the  base  of  the 
ridge.  The  lines  were  now  in  close  contact  at  all  points, 
and  the  roar  of  battle,  plainly  iieard  at  Chattanooga,  indi- 
cated the  severity  of  the  conflict.  Howard  had  been  sent 
from  his  position  on  the  left  of  Wood's  division  with  the 
remainder  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  and  Sherman  placed  him 
on  the  extreme  left.  The  enemy,  massed  in  the  tunnel 
gorge,  moved  a  heavy  force  under  cover  of  the  ground  and 
thick  bushes  to  the  flank  and  rear  of  Eaum  and  Matthias, 
and  those  two  brigades  were  forced  to  retire  across  the  field, 
both  Eaum  and  Matthias  being  wounded.     Tliat  retrograde 
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movement,  necessarily  made  in  haste,  witnessed  from  Fort 
Wood  and  other  points,  aronsed  tears  that  the  left  miglit  he 
overpowered,  and  Baird's  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps, 
posted  on  Grano-er's  right,  was  ordered  to  Sherman  :  hut 
before  arriving  a  messenger  from  the  latter  said  he  had  all 
the  troops  he  could  use,  and  Baii'd  was  then  recalled,  going 
into  position  on  Granger's  left,  just  in  time  for  the  assault  at 
the  center,  now  long  delayed  while  waiting  for  Hooker  to 
come  up  on  the  right.  Early  in  the  day  the  heavy  mist  hung 
over  the  valley,  making  it  impossible  for  Hooker  to  discern 
what  was  before  liim.  A  reconnoissance  was  sent  out  and 
reported  the  valley  clear  of  the  enemy.  Hooker  was  ordered 
to  advance,  cross  Chattanooga  Creek,  gain  the  ridge  near 
I\c)ssville  and  sweep  northward  to  the  center.  He  marched 
at  10  A.  M.,  but  was  delayed  four  liours  in 
building  a  bridge.  Thomas  had  1)een 
ordered  to  advance  wlien  Hooker  ap- 
proached ;  and  now  at  last  we  come  to 
the  part  of  the  great  battle  in  which  the 
125th  became  an  active  participant.  Dur- 
ing the  morning  Sheridan's  brigades  had 
advanced  without  resistance  and  pro- 
longed Wood's  line  in  front  of  Orchard 
Knob.  When  Baird  moved  to  the  left,  as 
stated  above,  Johnson  with  two  brigades  f'"'-  ^^^'-  ^-  ^t'»'"""^- 
of  his  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  Carlin's  and  King's, 
the  latter  commanded  temporarilN'  by  Col.  William  L. 
Stoughton,  was  ordered  to  the  right  of  Sheridan.  Thouuis, 
then,  had  four  divisions  facing  Missionary  Ridge  —  Sheridan 
and  Wood,  of  the  Fourth  Corps,  and  Johnson  and  Baii-d,  of 
the  Fourteenth  Corps. 

The  distance  across  to  the  first  line  of  the  enemy's  litie 
pits  at  the  foot  of  the  Ridge  varied  Ijy  reason  of  the  undu- 
lations of  the  Ridge,  on  Barker's  front  being  about  one-half 
mile.     The  enemy  had  a  second  but  not  continuous  line  of 
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pits  part  way  iii>  tlie  slope,  and  011  the  crest  had  a  continuous 
breastwork,  all  the  works  well  filled  with  men  and  apparently 
not  less  than  titty  guns.  The  position,  strength  and  arrange- 
ment of  Thomas'  line  being  open  to  the  observation  of  the 
enemy  from  the  crest,  Bragg  was  able  to  prepare  delib- 
erately, and  to  place  in  position  all  the  troops  deemed 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  position.  The  summit  of  the 
ridge  was  almost  level  and  very  narrow  in  places.  The 
slopes  were  rugged  and  difiicnlt.  The  timber  had  been 
cleared  along  the  front,  giving  the  enemy's  guns  unobstructed 
rano-e.     About   2  p.  m.  orders  were  given  to  canw  the  rifle 

pits  at  the  foot  of  tlie  Ridge.  Neither 
Baird  or  Johnson  were  then  in  po- 
sition, nor  was  Hooker  in  sight. 
About  3  p.  M.,  Baird  and  Johnson 
being  up  and  Hooker  though  not  in 
sight  momentarily  expected,  the 
signal  to  advance  was  given  by  a 
battei'v  on  Orchard  Knob  firing  six 
shots.  At  once  the  lines  were  in 
motion,  18,000  men  in  double  lines, 
the  front  over  two  miles  long,  mov- 
ing across  the  plain,  the  entire  line 

Brig.  Gex.  Tiieo.  Jones  (U-GJ).  n  j.i      j.      j?  j.i  •  i    • 

as  well  as  that  ot  the  enemy  m  plain 
view  of  Grant  and  Thomas  on  Orchard  Knob,  and  every  part 
of  our  lines  in  ecpially  plain  view  of  the  enemy.  Every  gun 
on  tlie  Ridge  blazed  and  roared.  The  spectacular  eftect  of 
Hooker's  assault  on  the  mountain  had  been  increased  by  the 
low  hanging  clouds,  and  now  again  natural  phenomenon 
contributed  to  the  grandeur  of  the  scene.  A  peculiar  condi- 
tion of  the  atmosphere  made  every  whizzing  shell  sent  from 
the  ridge  visible  in  its  rapid  flight.  Our  own  batteries  on 
advanced  positions  and  guns  of  heavy  calibre  in  the  forts, 
answering  to  those  of  the  enemy,  sent  showers  of  shells  over 
our  heads  against  the  Ridge.     The  roar  of  a  hundred  guns> 
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sliells  l)ursting  everywhere,  and  ritle  pits  in  front  blazing- 
with  musketry,  made  noise  indescril)ahle.  Never  before  in 
the  liistory  of  warfare  did  any  man  attain  a  position  from 
which  he  could  witness  every  part  of  a  conflict  so  extensive, 
or  look  upon  a  military  pageant  of  equal  grandeur.  No 
wonder  the  spectators  on  Orchard  Knob  and  in  Chattanooga 
were  impressed  by  the  scene. 

When  half  tlie  distance  was  gained  the  ground  traversed 
w^as  dotted  with  dead  and 
wounded  men.  Stretcher 
bearers  were  already  at 
work.  From  that  on  the 
elfect  of  the  tire  was  more 
deadly.  Here  and  there 
regiments  suffering  severely 
passed  from  quick  time  to 
double  quiclv.  An  order  for 
double  quick  passed  along 
the  lines.  The  skirmish  line 
was  then  Hearing  the  pits, 
the  second  line  near  at 
hand.  At  such  short  range 
the  aim  of  the  Confederates 
was  accurate.  ISTo  lines  can 
be  held  in  check  under  such 
a  fire.  The  men  broke  into 
a  run  and  swept  irresistably 
to  the  works,  capturing  many  of  the  occupants,  wliilc  the 
rest  tied  to  their  friends  in  the  lines  above,  subjected  in  their 
flight  to  the  fire  of  both  friend  and  foe. 

The  work  intended  was  then  accomplished,  the  order 
being  to  carry  the  rifle  trenches  at  the  base  of  the  Ridge  and 
hold  them,  but  tlie  men  in  the  ranks,  and  in  many  instances 
regimental  commanders,  did  not  know  the  precise  wording 
of  the  order,  tlie  directions  to  regimental  commanders  being 
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ill  most  cases  merely  an  order  to  advance  at  the  given  signal, 
conforming  to  the  movement  of  the  command  next  on  the 
right  or  left  as  the  case  might  be.  Having  witnessed  Sher- 
man's efforts  to  carry  tlie  heights  on  the  left,  there  was  no 
reason  for  supposing  any  less  effort  was  expected  at  the 
center.  Besides,  the  works  at  the  base  were  swept  b}'  l;)oth 
artillery  and  musketjy  from  the  summit,  and,  as  all  could 
see,  afforded  but  slight   protection. 

The  skirmishers  passed  on  without  even   halting,  and  if 
tlie  first  line  lialted  at  all  the  pause  was  so  brief  as  not  to  be 

observed.  When  tlie  second  line 
arrived  the  works  were  empty,  and 
it  also  swept  on,  except  that  in  some 
cases  regiments  were  ordered  by 
Ijrigade  commanders  to  halt  and 
rest.  In  a  very  few  minutes,  liow- 
c\cr,  all  were  pressing  forward. 
From  the  moment  the  skirmishers 
crossed  the  pits  an  incessant  hail- 
storm of  grape,  canister  and  minie 
balls  from  the  works  on  the  crest 
made  every  exposed  place  on  the 
slope  wholh'  impracticable,  and  the 
lines  were  broken  at  once,  men  passing  right  and  left  into 
the  ravines,  where  depressicjiis-of  the  surface,  stumps  and 
rocks  afforded  partial  shelter^and  havens  of  rest  for  those  out 
of  breath.  The  ravines  narrowed  and  became  more  shallow 
upward,  ending  beneath  the  crest. 

The  commingling  of  regiments  brought  groups  of  battle 
flags  near  together.  Soon  there  was  apparent  rivalry  as 
to  whose  flag  should  lead.  h\\  of  them  were  pushed  to 
the  front  and  then  advanced  by  short  stages,  each  striving 
to  lead. 

By  this  time  the  assaulting  troops  were  in  triangular 
masses  in  every  ravine  and   2:orge,  each   detachment  headed 
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bj  a  group  of  iiags,  followed  by  tired,  perspiring,  panting, 
tbirsty,  but  resolute  soldiers. 

At  last  tlie  beads  of  column  are  at  tbe  top  of  ravines, 
wbere  furtber  progress  will  bring  tbeni  u[ton  bigber  ground, 
and  deprive  tbem  of  tbe  partial  slielter  tbey 'have  tbus  far 
possessed.  And  now  for  tbe  first  time  tbere  is  a  noticeable 
pause  in  tbeir  progress.  Tbe  spectators  at  Orcbard  Knob 
and  on  tbe  forts  must  bave  looked  witb  bated  breatb  and 
wondered  if  it  was  possible  for  men  to  I'ise  out  of  tbose 
ravines  and  cross  tbe  intervening  space  to  tbe  breastwork  in 
tbe  face  of  tbose  blazing  guns.  Tlieir  doubts,  if  tbey  enter- 
tained any,  were  not  sbared  by  officers  or  men  on  tbe  bill- 
side.  Tbe  pause  was  merely  to  rest  and  gatber  strengtb  for 
tbe  final  effort.  Tbose  in  tbe  rear  pusbed  forward,  crowding 
upon  tbe  advance  ;  good  marksmen  upon  tbe  outskirts  did 
tbeir  best,  concentrating  fire  on  tbe  points 
most  dangerous  to  tbe  lieads  of  column  ; 
and  tben,  witb  a  migbty  sbout,  up  rose 
every  man,  and  witb  one  great  surge  for- 
ward tbe  flags  were  on  tlie  crest,  followed 
by  tbeir  defenders,  pouring  over  tbe 
breastwork,  tlii'ougb  tbe  ever  widening 
breacbes,  turning  to  rigbt  and  left  and 
fiercely  assaulting  every  enemj^  in  sight. 
In  five  minutes  tbe  men  of  Wood's  and 
Sberidan's  divisions  were  undisputed 
masters  of  tbe  crest  on  tbeir  front,  and  part  of  Sberidan's 
command  was  in  pursuit  of  tbe  retreating  foe. 

Jolinson  on  tbe  rigbt  and  Baird  on  tbe  left,  in  addition 
to  tbe  resistance  on  tbeir  fronts,  were  subjected  to  counter 
attacks  from  tbe  enemy's  troops  beyond  tbeir  exposed  flanks. 
Jobnson  refused  bis  rigbt  wbile  })usbing  bis  left  to  tbe  crest, 
and  tben.  Hooker  at  last  appearing,  drove  everytliing  before 
bim,  and  quite  a  force  of  tbe  enemy  were  caugbt  between 
Hooker  and  Jobnson  and  forced  to  surrender.     On  Baird's 
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front  tlie  enemy  rapidly  reinforced  from  the  right  and  main- 
tained the  strugo-le  still  longer,  but  at  last  gave  way  there 
also,  and  the  battle  was  ended. 

Our  friends  will  expect  a  more  detailed  account  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  125th. 

For  lighting  purposes  Harker's  brigade  was  divided  into 
demi-brigades,  the  first  consisting  of  the  3rd  Kentuck}',  64th, 
65th  and  125th  Ohio  and  T9th  Illinois,  commanded  by  Colo- 
nel Opdycke,  and  the  second  com]»rising  the  22nd,  27th, 
42nd  and  51st  Illinois,  commanded  by  Col.  X.  H.  Walworth, 
of  the  42nd  Illinois.  The  brigade  was  in  the  center  of  the 
division,  Wagner's  brigade  on  our  left  and  Sherman's  on  our 

right.  Opdycke's  demi -brigade  was 
on  the  left  of  Walworth's.  The 
formation  for  the  assault  was  or- 
dered to  be  Avith  a  front  of  three 
regiments,  deployed  in  line  of  battle. 
The  27tli  illinois,  64th  Ohio 
and  3rd  Kentucky  were  in  the  first 
line,  the  51st  and  22nd  Illinois  and 
125th  and  65th  Ohio  in  the  second 
line,  all  being  named  in  their  order 
from  right  to  left.  The  79th  Illinois 
was  in  close  column  by  divisions  in 
rear  of  the  interval  between  the 
125th  and  65th  Oliio,  having  been  placed  in  that  position 
when  relieved  from  picket  a  few  hours  earlier.  The  42nd 
Illinois,  Capt.  E.  D.  Swain  commanding,  was  deploj^ed  as 
skirmishers,  covering  the  front  of  the  brigade.  When  the 
movement  commenced  the  125th  was  immediatel}'  behind 
the  64th  Ohio.  All  were  ordered  to  conform  to  the  move- 
ment of  the  command  next  on  the  left.  At  the  o-iven  signal 
the  lines  advanced,  marchin.g  quick  step,  then  double  quick 
and  finally  running. 


CoL.  E.  O.  Swain,  42ud  Ills. 
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The  skirmishers  and  first  line  passed  over  the  rifle  pits 
without  halting.  On  emerging  from  the  timber  on  tlie  plain 
it  was  seen  that  our  line  was  not  quite  parallel  with  that  of 
the  rifle  pits,  the  left  of  the  brigade  being  nearest,  also  that 
the  interval  between  our  left  and  Wagner's  right  was  increas- 
ing, and  Colonel  Dunlap  changed  the  direction  of  the  3rd 
Kentucky  slightly,  thus  gaining  distance  to  the  left,  so  that  by 
the  time  the  second  line  emerged  from  the  timljer  there  was 
a  gap  constantly  widening  in  the  front  line,  and  the  65tli  and 
125th  changed  direction  slightly  in  order  to  cover  the  gap. 

On  arriving  at  the  rifle  pits  the  (35th  and  125th  passed 
on  without  halting  and  closed  up  with  the  first  line,  passing 
over  a  swell  in  the  ground  where  the  fire  was  very  hot.     Bv 
that  time  General  Wagner's   brigade   and  tlie  regiments   of 
our   own    l)rigade  on  our  left  were 
going  l)ack  to  the  rifle  pits,  and  the 
order  was  passing  on  our  line  to  do 
the  same.     There  was    a   moment's 
hesitation,  it  seeming   safer  to   ad- 
vance  than   to   cross   the   more   ex- 
posed  ground    in    the    rear,   but   all 
the    officers    repeated   the   order   to 
retire,  and  the   men    ran   backward 
and  dropped  on  tlie  gi-ound  behind 
the  breastwork.    It  was  then  noticed 
that  the  troo[)s  on  the  right  were  still 
advancing,  being  already  near  to  the 
second  line  of  rifle  pits,  which  extended  across  their  front 
l)ut  did  not  extend  to  ours.     General  Sheridan  was  with  the 
right,  and  observing  the  retrograde  on  the  left  of  his  division 
rode  over  at  once,  meeting  Harker  and  Opdycke  at  the  left 
of  our  regiment.     As  he  passed  the  125th  he  said  :   "It's  all 
right,  boys;    wlu-n   you   catch   your  Ijreath  you   can  go   on 
again."      Instantly  the  ordei"  was  given  by  Captain  Bates, 
"One  hundred  and  twenty-fifth,  forward!"     The  order  was 
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proiiiptly  obeyed.  The  same  order  passed  along  the  line, 
and  all  the  regiments  advanced.  In  addition  to  five  minutes' 
rest  the  boys  had  obtained  a  good  look  at  the  lay  of  the 
ground,  and  needed  no  orders  to  pass  to  tlie  right,  avoiding 
the  higher  ground  directly  in  front.  It  required  but  a  few 
minutes"  climb  to  come  up  with  the  troops  on  our  right,  who 
were  then  resting  behind  the  second  line  of  nfie  pits.  Cap- 
tain Parks,  Lieutenant  Stinger  and  al)ont  forty  men  did  not 
fall  back  to  the  breastwork  with  the  regiment,  but  sought 
shelter  on  the  liillside  and  found  it  on  the  left.  It  thus 
happened  that  when  the  advance  was  renewed  they  were 
separated  from  the  regiment. 

Our  change  of  direction  to  the  right 
Ijr ought  us  to  the  crest  a  short  dis- 
tance to  the  right  (our  right)  of  Bragg's 
headquarters,  while  Parks  and  Stinger 
went  up  with  other  troops  to  the  left  of 
tlie  house.  Part  of  the  125th,  together 
with  the  advance  men  of  otlier  regiments, 
helped  to  clear  out  the  enemy  still  cling- 
ing to  the  battery  and  breastwork  near 
and  at  the  right  of  the  house.  It  was 
quickly  done.  Meantime  the  whole  mass 
of  the  3rd  Brigade  was  pouring  over  the  breastwork.  Offi- 
cers shouted,  "Fall  in,  125th'  "  and  the  line  each  way  from 
the  colors  began  to  assume  shape.  Other  regiments  were 
forming  at  the  same  time.  Parks  and  Stinger  with  their 
squad  pushed  on  after  the  retreating  enemy  without  waiting 
for  orders.  Similar  detachments  from  other  regiments  did 
the  same.  Before  an}"  of  the  regiments  had  gathered  all 
their  scattei'ed  men,  Opdycke  with  part  of  his  command  was 
pushing  on  in  pursuit,  accompanied  by  jiart  of  Wagner's 
regiments  on  his  left  and  part  of  AValwortli's  on  his  riglit. 
The  125th  was  directed  to  await  orders.  In  a  short  time 
an  order  came  to   join  the   regiments   in    advance,  and  we 
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marched  forthwith.  About  one  mile  beyond  Missionary 
Ridge  the  enemy's  rear  guard  made  a  stand.  Parks  and 
Stinger  puslied  their  detachment  forward  as  a  skirmish  line, 
other  commands  joining  in  the  move,  and  there  was  a  hot 
contest.  AVagner,  Opdycke  and  the  regimental  commanders 
worked  energetically  to  get  their  commands  into  position 
and  forw^ard.  Finally  there  was  a  rush  and  the  enemy  was 
gone,  leaving  two  guns,  one  of  which  was  conceded  to  be 
the  prize  of  Parks  and  Stinger,  their  squad  being  the  iirst  to 
i-each  it.  The  brigade  was  then  formed,  regiments  moving 
to  their  proper  positions  in  the  line,  and  bivouacked.  About 
midnight  the  men  were  aroused,  a  new  supply  of  cartridges 
issued,  and  the  entire  division  advanced,  Opdycke  leading, 
with  the  65th  Ohio  deployed  as  skirmishers,  the  other  regi- 
ments of  the  demi-brigade  deployed  in  two  lines,  in  which 
order  we  marched  to  Bird's  Mill,  on  tln' 
Chickamauga  River,  arriving  there  at 
o  A.  M.,  tinding  the  enemy  safely  acros> 
and  the  bridge  destroyed.  In  the  advance 
we  picked  up  a  good  many  prisoners, 
most  of  them  wounded  men  who  had 
retreated  until  exhausted. 

The  storming  of  Alissioiiary  Ridge 
is  often  spoken  of  as  the  speeial  work  ot 
the  rank  and  lile,  l^ecause  it  was  begun 
without  orders  and  carried  on  tinally  hknuy  wiluhi!,  e. 
without  much  organization,  the  bravest  and  strongest,  espe- 
cially the  latter,  leading,  l)ut  all  going  as  fast  as  physical 
strength  permitted.  It  should  not  be  forgotten,  however, 
that  Sheridan  sent  an  aide  to  Granger,  asking  permission  to 
try  for  the  crest  at  the  moment  the  signal  was  given  for  the 
advance,  and  tliat  none  of  the  general  officers  gave  explicit 
orders  to  stop  at  the  tirst  line  of  works,  and  also  that  all  the- 
division  and  brigade  commanders  went  up  with  tlieir  men. 
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Sheridan,  being  on  duty  as  general  field  officer  of  the 
day,  was  in  full  dress  uniform,  and  as  he  rode  along  the  lines 
mounted  on  his  splendid  black  charger,  was  a  very  conspicu- 
ous figure.  The  Confederates  on  the  crest  couM  not  fail  to 
recognize  him  as  a  major  general.  Even  our  corps  com- 
mander, Granger,  became  infected  with  the  prevailing  enthu- 
siasm, and  l)reaking  away  from  the  group  on  Orchard  Knob 
mounted  and  came  forward. 

To  name  the  regimental  commanders  who  were  distin- 
guislu'd  for  conspicuous  daring,  would  practically  require  a 
list  of  all  of  them.  Probably  the  sol- 
diers would  have  carried  the  Ridge  any 
way,  but  it  is  certain  they  were  greatly 
aided  and  encouraged  by  tlieir  officers. 
Many  of  the  regimental  colors  were  car- 
ried all  or  part  of  the  waj^  by  officers. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Young,  26th  Ohio, 
and  Colonel  Dunlap,  3rd  Kentucky,  car- 
ried the  colors  of  their  regiments  in  the 
final  dash. 

General  Bragg,  in  his  official  rei)ort, 
complained  of  what  he  regarded  as  mis- 
conduct on  the  part  of  his  troops,  being 
MAjoK  (iEXEKA,.  SHEun.AN.    ^^^^^^|g  ^^  bcHeve  that  they  could  have 

been  forced  from  their  works.  His  criticism  was  unjust. 
The  men  who  carried  the  Rido-e  know  that  Bragg's  veterans 
did  their  very  best,  and  only  retreated  when  further  resist- 
ance meant  certain  death  or  capture.  General  Thomas,  in 
his  report,  stated  that  the  Ridge  was  carried  at  six  points  at 
the  same  instant.  Each  of  those  columns  consisted  of  one 
or  two  thousand  men,  the  narrow  front  of  columns  supported 
and  encouraged  by  the  general  mass  pressing  forward  u})on 
the  lieels  of  the  leaders.  As  the  head  of  a  column  crossed 
a  limited  section  of  the  breastwork,  the  narrow  crest  in  the 
rear  was  filled  in  an  instant,  and  turning  right  and  left  they 
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assailed  the  Confederates  from  the  rear.  Ai  tlie  same  time 
their  comrades  were  advancing  in  a  constantly  increasing 
and  irresistable  mass.  The  crest  was  too  narrow  to  admit 
of  new  lines  (ui  it,  and  the  moment  the  Confederates  left  it 
retreat  to  the  bottom  and  still  further  was  a  palpanle  neces- 
sity. Two  things  contributed  greatly  to  success,  viz  :  the 
wide  space  covered  by  tlie  assaulting  column,  in  co!ine(;tion 
with  the  narrowness  of  the  crest,  prevented  a  C(^ncentration 
by  troops  rushing  in  from  the  Hanks  and  rear  to  a  threatened 
point,  such  as  occurred  at  Gettysburg.  All  the  Confederates 
Avere  held  in  position  except  those  beyond  tlie  flanks  of  our 
right  and  left  divisions.  These  two  divisions  were  checked 
until  the  center,  for  the  space  of  a  mile  or  more,  had  been 
carried.  The  rugged  character  of  the  slope,  affording  partial 
protection  to  the  assaulting  ti'oops,  was  also  of  great  advan- 
tage. Had  the  works  been  on  a  slight 
elevation  with  a  comparatively  smooth 
slope,  no  troo[ts  could  have  lived  to  reach 
them. 

According  to  all  precedents  in  regi- 
mental histories,  we  ought  to  tell  whose 
iiag  was  first  planted  on  the  Ridge.  A 
large  majority  of  the  survivors  of  the 
125th  have  lived  all  these  years  unshaken 
in  the  belief  that  ours  was  the  first  — 
ahead  of  all  others.  Aflidavits  to  that  david  b.  wood,  b. 
efi'ect  could  be  procured  for  the  asking  from  men  who  sav) 
our  own  flag  there  before  they  saw  that  of  any  other  com- 
mand. A  good  many  other  regiments  make  the  same  claim, 
many  of  them  in  their  official  reports.  It  can  never  be 
determined  who  was  first,  if  any  one  was.  General  Thomas, 
who  could  see  the  whole  line,  says  that  the  Ridge  was  carried 
at  six  points  at  the  same  instant.  At  each  point  so  carried 
several  flags  were  rushed  over  the  works  very  nearly  at  the 
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same  time.  Officers  and  men  would  natural!}'  obser\'e  their 
■own  flag,  but  would  not  be  apt  in  that  final  rush  to  take  note 
of  others.  For  anything  we  can  certainly  know  other  heads 
of  column  may  have  been  on  the  Ridge  hefove  Opdycke's 
demi-brigade,  and  in  the  excitement  of  the  moment  we  failed 
to  notice  the  fact.  Sherman's  bi'igade  on  our  right  was  un- 
questionably one  of  the  six  columns  observed  by  Thomas. 
Sheridan  says  his  right  and  right-center  were  first  up. 
Strictly  speaking  that  would  cover  only  Sherman's  brigade 
and  Walworth's  demi-brigade.  We  were,  however,  mixed 
with  Walwoi-th's  men,  and,  therefore,  possibh'  included. 
On  the  other  hand,  Colonel  Dunlap  caught  up  the  colors 
of  the  3rd  Kentucky,  and  spurring  his  horse  forward 
reached  the  crest  with  his  foremost  men,  going  up  to 
tlie    left    (our   left)    of    Bragg's    headquarters    just    at    the 

stable,  and  he  reported  that  he  did 
not  at  the  moment  see  another  flag 
u[>  for  the  space  of  several  regiments 
on  either  side  of  him.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Bullitt,  commar.ding  the 
<)5tli  Ohio,  claimed  tliat  its  flag  was 
the  first  one  waved  over  the  battery 
at  that  point.  Colonel  Buckner, 
7!>th  Illinois,  also  to  our  left,  report- 
ed that  some  of  his  men  helped  to 
punch  the  cannoneers  from  the  guns 
near  the  house.  Captain  Smith  of  the 
65th  Ohio,  was  given  charge  of  the 
captured  guns,  and  fired  one  of  them  on  the  retreating  enemy. 
R.  M.  Steele.  Company  I,  125th  Ohio,  was  one  of  the  men 
who  worked  the  gun.  These  reports  were  correct,  without 
doubt,  and  still  all  of  the  flags  at  the  right  may  have  been 
up  a  minute  or  two  in  advance  of  those  on  the  left.  The 
interval  of  time  between  the  arrival  of  the  advance  men  of 
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the  several  regiments  must  have  been  almost  too  brief  to  be 
noted.  That  is  proved  b}'  tlie  facts  as  to  Wagner's  brigade 
on  our  left.  Sheridan  reported  his  right  and  right-center 
tirst  up.  That  part  of  his  line  was  most  favored  Ijy  the  char- 
acter of  the  ground,  as  shown  by  the  casualties  in  Wagner's 
brigade  being  heavier  than  in  any  other.  But  Wagner's  men 
must  have  been  up  within  a  minute  or  two  of  those  on  their 
right,  for  they  captured  prisoners  and  a  battle  Hag  on  tlie 
crest  and  several  of  Wagner's  regiments  advanced  in  pursuit 
at  the  same  time  that  Opdycke  did. 

All  the  circumstances  justify  the  con- 
clusion that  each  regiment  did  its  best. 
If  any  of  them  was  tirst,  the  fact  merely 
proves  that  it  had  less  difficult  ground  t<> 
traverse. 

Colonel  Mcllvain,  64th  Ohio,  with 
his  usual  modesty,  makes  no  special  claim 
for  his  command,  l>ut  all  3rd  Brigade 
men  will  concede  that  neither  Mcllvain 
or  his  regiment  were  in  the  habit  of  let- 
ting others  surpass  them  in  heroic  ettbrt,  and  we  may  assume 
that  the  64th  was  not  lagging  behind  in  the  charge. 

Following  is  the  complete  report  of  Capt.  Edward  P. 
Bates,  commanding  the  125th  : 


Hkxi;v  Whitjiej;,  F. 


Headquakter.s  '\ 

125th  Ohio  Volunteer  Ixfaxtry,  \ 

Loudon,  Tenx.,  Feb.  11,  1864.  j 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  through  Colonel  Opdycke,  coniniaud- 
ing  demi-brigade  of  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fourth  Army 
Corps,  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  my  regiment  from  Novem- 
ber 23,  ISHo,  to  include  the  battle  of  Chattanooga  : 

At  11  A.  M.,  November  23,  my  regiment  was  ready  for  action,  with  tlie 
following  organization:  E.  P.  Bates,  Captain  commanding;  Lieut.  .S.  A. 
Smith,  acting  Adjutant ;  H.  McHenry,  Surgeon;  Freeman  Collins,  acting 
Sergeant  Major;  W.  H.  Crowell,  Quartermaster  Sergeant ;  Edward  Triml)le, 
Commissarv  Sergeant. 
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COMMAND.  Officers. 

Capt.  Jo.^eph  Brutf,        Company  A 1 

Sergt.  R.  K.  Hulse,  "  B 

Sergt.  John  A.  Cannon,         "  C 

Capt.  E.  B.  Stewart,              "          D 1 

Lieut.  D.  A.  Stinger,             "          E 1 

Capt.  S.  B.  Parks,                  "          F 1 

Lieut.  W.  W.  Gushing,         "          <t 1 

Lieut.  C.  T.  Clark,                 "         H 1 

Capt.  A.  Coonrod                   "           1 2 

Field  and  Statt'. 3 

Total n 


Men. 

Aggregates 

36 

37 

26 

26 

31 

31 

21 

22 

31 

;>•> 

i)-y 

34 

17 

18 

24 

25 

6S 

70 

3 

6 

250 
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At  1  p.  M.  the  regiment  marched  with  the  brigade  to  the  picket  line 
150  yards  to  the  left  of  the  Ringgold  road,  fronting  Missionary  Ridge,  and 
with  the  (totli  Oliio  on  my  left  and  followed  by  the  79th  Illinois,  moved  for- 
ward as  directed  Ijy  the  Colonel  commanding  in 
support  of  the  skirmish  line,  which  was  imme- 
<liately  advanced,  conformatory  to  simultaneous 
movements  on  the  left.  The  enemy  was  driven. 
At  3  p.  >r.  our  line  was  established  at  his  former 
outposts  and  made  a  formidable  breastwork  before 
dark.  At  8  p.  m.,  as  directed  by  the  Colonel  com- 
manding, my  regiment  moved  with  the  brigade  200 
yards  to  the  left  and  rested  on  arms  during  the 
night. 

November  24,  at  8  a.  m.,  relieved  with  my  regi- 
ment the  (i4th  Ohio  on  picket.  No  firing  occurred 
on  our  lines  that  day. 

November  25,  was  relieved  from  picket  1)y  the 
38th  Ohio  at  4  A.  m.  and  joined  the  brigade.  About 
1  p.  .M.,  as  ordered,  I  moved  my  battalion  100  yards  in  advance  of  our  line 
of  Avorks  to  position  in  second  line  of  battle  in  the  demi-brigade,  support- 
ing the  64th  Ohio,  with  the  65th  Ohio  on  my  left  and  79th  Illinois  on  my 
right.®  I  was  then  informed  we  were  about  to  take  the  enemy's  works  by 
Colonel  Opdycke,  w^ho  instructed  me  when  the  order  to  charge  should  be 
given  "  to  conform  to  movements  on  the  left,  follow  the  64th  Ohio,  faith- 
fully support  it,  and  not  fail  at  all  hazards  to  accomplish  any  work  that 
regiment  might  be  inadequate  to  perform."  The  order  came  and  the  line 
advanced,  steadily  at  first,  till  the  brigade  on  oar  left  commenced  an  impru- 
dent fast  march,  that  necessitated  a  conformatory  double-cjuick  movement 
of  my  command,  through  brush  and  over  swampy  ground,  three-fourths  of 
a  mile  to  the  enemy's  works  at  the  base  of  Mission  Ridge.     The  most  fearful 


Wii.iAM  H.  I;ati; 
Major  General.  ('.  S 


*  It  wa.s  the  22nd  Illinois  on  the  right. 
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tornado  of  bursting  shells  had  now  i)assed  into  a  more  destructive  shower 
of  grape.  We  lield  the  enemy's  works,  tilled  with  captives;  but  to  remain 
there  was  destructive,  to  retreat  dishonorable,  so  the  advance  was  ordered 
by  Colonel  Harker  and  eagerly  executed  by  my  command  in  the  immediate 
front  of  an  open  1)attery,  near  General  Bragg's  headquarters  on  the  crest. 
One-third  the  ascent  was  made  when,  unfortunately,  the  brigade  on  my  left 
fell  back  to  the  works,  bequeathing  to  us  a  severe  cross  lire  previouslj'^ 
directed  to  it,  and  I  was  ordered  to  retire  to  that  line.  Not  all  my  men 
obeyed ;  they  merely  halted,  and  resting  under  cover  of  logs  and  stumps 
waited  to  be  heroes  in  the  final  glorious  charge  which,  after  a  moment's 
needed  rest,  was  ordered  by  Colonel  Harker,  and  the  men  again  rushed  to 
the  final  onset.  The  enemy's  fire  was  now  terrific.  Captain  Brutt',  of  Com- 
pany A,  here  fell  with  a  severe  wound  in  the  side,  and  Sergt.  Freeman 
Thoman  assumed  command  of  his  company. 

Perceiving  that  the  ridge  across  which  my  regiment  extended  was 
commanded  to  the  very  crest  by  a  battery  in  front,  also  by  those  to  right 
and  left,  I  directed  the  men  to  pass  up  the  gorges  on  either  side.  About 
fort}^  men,  with  Captain  Parks  and  Lieutenant  Stinger,  passed  to  the  left, 
the  balance  to  the  right,  and  boldly  chai'ged  on  till,  foremost  with  those  of 
other  regiments,  they  stood  on  the  strongest  points  of  the  enemy's  works, 
master  alike  of  his  guns  and  position,  heroes  in  unsurpassed  victory. 

Especial  praise  is  due  to  many  for  meritorious  conduct,  l)ut  to  no 
officers  more  deserving  than  Captain  Stewart,  of 
Company  D,  and  Lieutenant  Clark  of  Company  H, 
whose  cool  management  preserved  order  in  the 
ranks,  and  whose  hazardous  examples  emulated  the 
boldest  and  encouraged  the  faltering. 

With  utmost  satisfaction  do  I  refer  to  the  heroic 
conduct  of  Private  John  Simpson,  of  Company  G, 
one  of  the  few  and  faithful  guards  to  the  gallant 
Colonel  Harker  in  his  famous  artillerj^  ride,  who. 
spying  three  rebels  escaping  with  a  load  of  ammu- 
nition and  arms  advanced  alone,  killed  one,  put  the 
others  to  flight,  and  b\^  order  of  Major  General 
Sheridan  drove  the  team  to  his  headquarters  in 
Chattanooga. 

Having  gained  the  crest  my  battalion  was  quickly  formed,  when  I  was 
directed  to  remain  in  present  position  till  further  orders  by  General 
Sheridan. 

Meantime,  that  part  of  my  command  under  Captain  Parks  had  passed 
up  to  the  left  of  the  l^attery,  and  under  the  direction  of  Colonel  Opdycke 
was  moved  forward  as  skirmishers,  supported  by  the  brigade  and  covering 
the  road  upon  which  the  enemy  had  retreated,  when  the  fight  was  renewed 
and  continued  until  after  dark.  Captain  Parks  reports  his  skirmish  line 
to  have  charged  upon  and  captured  one  gun  that  otherwise  would  have 
been  haided  off. 
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At  8  p.  M.  I  was  ordered  to  join  the  brigade  with  my  regiment,  and 
soon  after  the  brigade  marched  in  pursuit  of  the  routed  enemy,  whom  we 
followed  to  his  place  of  (-rossing  the  Chickamauga,  at  which  point  we 
remained  till  the  afternoon  of  the  2Gth,  when  the  regiment  and  brigade 
returned  to  CJiattanooga,  arriving  there  about  dark. 


CASUALTIES. 


Company  A.. 
Company  B. . 
Company  C. 
Company  D.. 
Company  E. . 
Company  F. . 
Company  G.. 
Company  H. 
Company  I. . 


Killed. 
1 


Total. 


Wounded. 

4 
3 
3 
4 
4 
1 
2 
6 

30 


Total. 
4 
4 
3 


(3 
32 


A  single  day  was  allowed  me  in  which  to  prepare  for  a  march  to  Knox- 
ville,  and  during  that  time  the  dead  were  buried  and  the  wounded  comfort- 
ably provided  for  in  hosjaitals. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  P.  Bates, 

Captain  Cornmanding  VIoth  0.  T".  /. 
LiETT.  L.  Hanb.\ck, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

The  killed  reported  b}'  Captain  Bates 
were  Renbin  Biinuel,  of  A,  and  William 
Miller,  of  E.  Four  others  died  of  wounds 
received  in  the  assault,  riz :  Sergt.  Henry 
Willour,  of  E ;  Frederick  Brower,  of  F  ; 
William  H.  Friend  and  Oliver  Richard- 
>on,  of  I.  Willour  was  hit  Avhile  ascend- 
ing the  Ridge,  a  minie  ball  shattering  his 
left  elbow,  making  amputation  necessary. 
He  died  January  7,  1864,  Brower  was 
hit  when  part  way  up  the  Ridge,  the  ball 
hitting  his  watch  and  passing  through  his  body.  He  died 
two  days  later.  He  was  an  intelligent  young  man  who  came 
to  Ohio  from  Germany  in  1857,  and  so  far  as  known  to  his 
comrades  had  no  relatives  in  this  country,  but  he  often  spoke 
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of  his  mother  and  other  relatives  in  Germany.  W.  H. 
Beeny,  of  F,  secured  Brower's  diary  and  some  trinkets,  but 
has  never  found  the  address  of  any  of  his  rehitives.  Friend 
had  a  liml)  shattered  while  ascending  the  Ridge,  and  died  on 
the  next  day  shortly  after  the  limb  was  amputated.  Rich- 
ardson was  struck  on  the  head  after  passing  over  the  Ridge 
in  the  advance  against  the  enemy's  rear  guard,  and  died  the 
next  day. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  tliat  we  cannot  here  name  all  of 
those  reported  wounded,  but  no  complete  list  has  been 
found. 

Capt.  Joseph  Bruft",  of  A,  was  struck  by  a  minie  ball 
just  after  leaving  the  breastwork  at  the  foot  of  tlie  Ridge. 
Money  saved  his  life.  He  had  a  supply 
of  his  own  and  a  number  of  his  men  had 
made  him  their  banker,  all  the  bills  being 
in  a  pocketbook  carried  in  his  inside  vest 
pocket.  The  ball  passed  through  each 
and  every  bill,  and  but  for  the  resistance 
of  the  paper  would  have  entered  his 
heart ;  as  it  was  he  escaped  with  a  pain- 
ful wound. 

Sergt.  John  A.  Morrow,  of  H,  was 
hit  as  we  neared  the  works  at  the  foot 
of  the  Ridge,  the  ball  shattering  the  bone  of  his  right  thigh. 
James  Carlin,  of  E,  was  struck  by  a  minie  ball  wlien  part 
way  up  the  slope,  the  ball  entering  at  the  groin.  Henry 
Longsmith,  of  I,  lost  an  arm.  Sergt.  Wallace  D.  Edwards, 
of  D,  had  a  ball  through  his  arm.  Henry  Whitmer,  of  F, 
was  wounded  after  passing  the  Ridge  in  the  charge  by  which 
the  two  guns  of  the  enemy's  rear  guard  were  captured,  and 
wdien  within  a  yard  or  two  of  one  of  the  guns;  "Whitmer, 
James  Willemin  and  Joseph  Keys,  of  F,  being  the  lirst  to 
reach  the  gun,  as  reported  by  Captain  Parks.  Christian 
Newcomer,  of  F,  was  struck  on  the  leg  by  a  piece  of  shell. 
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Others  among  the  wounded  were  Ord.  Sergt.  Eufus  E. 
Woods,  James  Floody,  Wallace  J,  Henry,  David  B.  Wood 
(in  foot)  and  James  M.  Pollock,  of  B;  Eli  C.  Kelly,  of  A  ; 
John  Avery  Harwood  and  William  Seaborn,  of  C  ;  John 
Flack,  of  i) ;  William  H.  Beeny,  of  F  (slight) ;  Cassius 
Birch,  of  H  (slight) ;  Charles  Miller  and  Michael  Hill,  of  1. 
James  Foster  Scott,  of  F,  acting  as  Hospital  Steward, 
borrowed  a  gun  and  went  to  the  top  with  the  company. 

Coloi-  Corp,  William  S.  Thorn  carried  our  iiag  a1)out 
two-thirds  of  tlie  way,  when  he  was  hit  and  disabled,  and 
Color  Corp.  John  Warman  carried  it  thence  to  the  top. 

One  ot  tlie  "  Johnnies  "  who  stuck  to  his  post  and  laid 
down  his  gun  as  our  men  rushed  over  the  breastwork,  said: 
"  You'ns    took    Lookout,    and    now   you 
have  the  Ridge;  the  Fourth  Corps  w^ould 
storm  hell  I  reckon.'" 

Colonel  Opdycke's  horse  "Barney" 
was  wounded  just  after  passing  the  works 
at  tlie  foot  of  tlie  Ridge,  the  ball  break- 
ing the  bridle  bit  and  passing  through  his 
mouth.  The  Colonel  mounted  another 
horse,  and  that  one  was  disabled  by  a 
minie  ball  when  near  the  top.  Daniel  AI. 
Peters,  Company  F,  65th  Ohio,  shot  a 
Confederate  otficer  on  the  crest  and 
secured  his  horse,  turning  it  over  to  Opdycke. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  two  brigades  of  Bates* 
division  of  Breckinridge's  corps  occupied  the  crest  in  front 
of  Harker's  and  Sherman's  brigades,  the  right  of  Bates  line 
resting  at  Bragg's  headquarters.  Bates'  picket  line  was  the 
1st  Florida  (dismounted)  Cavalry  and  4th  Florida;  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Badger,  4th  Florida,  Division  Oiiicer  of  the  Day. 
The  7th  Florida  was  sent  down  during  the  day  as  a  picket 
reserve,  and  when  our  lines  advanced  those  regiments  retired 
to  and  occupied  the  rifle  trenches  at  the  foot  of  the  Ridge 
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the  right  resting  at  Moore's  house,  connecting  with  the  60th 
North  Carolina  next  on  tlieir  right.  Ahout  1  i".  m.  Bates 
moved  to  the  right,  heaving  his  pickets  in  position,  and 
Adams'  brigade  of  A.  P.  Stewart's  division  eh)se<l  up  to  the 
riglit  until  its  right  rested  at  Bragg's  head(|uarters.  The 
regiments  in  that  brigade  were  the  13th 
and  20th  Louisiana,  Col.  Leon  Von 
Zinken  ;  lOtli  and  2-')th  Louisiana,  Col. 
Daniel  Gobar;  4th  Louisiana,  Lieut.  Col. 
John  McEnery,  and  the  14th  Louisiaiui 
Battalion  of  Sharpshooters,  Maj.  .1.  L. 
Austin. 

iSTeither  Stewart  nor  his  brigade  com- 
manders made  otticial  reports  of  the 
engagement,  at  least  none  are  included  in 
the  ofiicial  records,  but  Major  General 
Bates"  report  indicates  that  the  regiments 
above  named  were  those  encountered  by  Ilarker's  and  Sher- 
man's brigades.  The  artillery  at  Bragg's  headquarters  was 
Cobb's  (Kentucky)  Battery. 
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The  Second  and  Third  Divisions  of  the  Fourth  Corps 
were  a  part  of  the  force  sent  to  the  relief  of  Burnside  at 
Kiioxville  immediately  after  the  storming  of  Mission  Ridge, 
and  were  left  at  Knoxville,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the 
commander  of  the  Department  of  Ohio,  while  the  main 
body  returned  to  Chattanooga.  It  was 
then  expected  that  Longstreet  would 
retire  to  Virginia,  but  when  he  learned 
of  Sherman's  return  to  Chattanooga  he 
turned  upon  his  pursuers  and  drove  them 
back  towards  Knoxville.  That  move- 
ment called  the  Fourth  Corps  into  a 
winter  campaign.  The  sources  of  supply 
were  far  away,  the  means  of  transporta- 
tion wholly  inadequate,  and  the  question 
of  subsistence  a  serious  problem.  The 
weather  was  of  unusual  severity,  even  in  that  mountainous 
region.  The  destitution  and  consequent  hardship  and  suf- 
fering of  the  troops,  and  of  the  citizens  living  within  the 
theater  of  operations,  is  almost  without  a  parallel  in  the 
history  of  warfare.  The  condition  and  suttering  of  the 
patriot  army  under  General  Washington  at  Valley  Forge 
were  of  like  character  but  far  less  extensive  as  to  the  number 
of  people  involved.  Including  Longstreet's  army,  whose 
condition  was  little  if  any  better  than  our  own,  there  were 
five  times  as  many  soldiers  above  Knoxville  as  Washington 
could  muster  at  Valley  Forge,  all  of  them  equally  destitute 
of  shelter,  subsistence,  clothing  and  shoes.  Washington's 
troops  had  shelter,  being  in  winter  quarters.  It  is  safe 
to    say    that    the    soldiers    destitute    of    shoes   in   the    East 
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Tennessee  campaign  outnumbered  Washington's  entire 
force.  At  Valley  Forge  only  a  small  extent  of  country  was 
accessible  to  foragers  so  as  to  involve  the  inhabitants,  but  in 
East  Tennessee  both  armies  were  spurred  on  to  active  opera- 
tions and  frequent  movements  by  the  necessity  of  procuring 
food  and  forage.  In  a  few  weeks  the  whole  country  north 
and  east  of  Knoxville,  first  between  the  Clinch  and  Plolston 
Rivers,  then  between  the  Ilolston  and  French  Broad,  and 
finally  south  of  the  latter  stream  to  the  line  of  the  Little 
Tenn-essee,  was  overrun  and  completely  stripped  of  grain, 
forage  and  live  stock,  leaving  the  citizens  without  seed  for 
next  year's  crops,  and  in  many  cases  more  destitute  than  the 
soldiers.  The  troops  could  and  did  march  on  to  new  iields 
of  plunder,  but  the  citizens  felt  the  havoc  of  war  as  a  ca- 
lamity without  hope  of  remedy.  A  majority  of  the  people 
were  staunch  supporters  of  the  Union,  a 
strong  minority  were  equally  firm  in  adher- 
ence to  the  Southern  Confederacy,  and  on 
both  sides  they  sustained  their  cause  with 
the  courage  of  Americans.  Two  hostile 
armies'traversing  every  part  of  the  coun- 
try made  it  quite  impossible  for  either 
Unionist  or  Confederate  to  evade  the 
foragers.  Indeed  the  troops  were  com- 
pelled to  levy  contributions  with  about 
equal  severity  upon  friend  and  foe  in  ^''"^'-  '^^^^-  Anderson. 
order  to  maintain  existence.  Appeals  of  citizens  to  com- 
manding officers  were  without  avail,  because  Jiungry  men 
and  starving  animals  must  be  fed. 

The  cloud  of  despair  was  not  entirely  without  a  silver 
lining  of  human  sympathy.  A  society  was  organized,  hav- 
ing head({uarters  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  providing  relief  for  the  loyalists  in  East  Tennessee,  and 
early  in  the  spring,  when  the  railway  lines  had  been  repaired, 
after  Longstreet  had  gone  to  join  Lee  in  Virginia,  and  our 
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troops  were  movino;  down  to  join  the  grand  army  concen- 
trating at  Chattanooga  for  the  Atlanta  campaign,  the  agents 
of  that  society  came  to  the  rescue,  armed  with  an  order  from 
the  Secretary  of  "War  for  free  transportation  for  themselves 
and  their  su|)plies.  There  has  seldom  been  a  case  where 
assistance  was  more  needed  or  a  suffering  community  more 
deserving. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  in  this  volume  more  than  a  l)rief 
outline  of  the  campaign,  throwing  in  a  few  reports  showing 
the  general  character  of  our  services  and  sufferings.  In 
years  to  come,  after  all  the  participants  in 
tliose  stirring  events  have  gone  to  their 
tinal  reward,  the  novelist  and  the  poet,  as 
well  as  the  historian,  will  delve  into  the 
records  and  find  them  a  store  house  of 
material  full  of  romantic  and  tragic 
interest. 

When  Ivosecrans  advanced  against 
I'hattanooga  in  September,  a  part  of  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio,  under  General  Burn- 
side,  moved  from  Kentuckj',  occupied 
Kuoxville,  and  then  advanced  and  held  the  line  of  the  Little 
Tennessee,  communicating  with  Chattanooga  by  a  courier 
line.  When  Longstreet's  command  was  detached  from 
BragL;-'s  army,  shortly  before  the  final  struggle  at  Chatta- 
nooga, he  advanced  against  Burnside  and  drove  him  back  to 
Knoxville,  where  Burnside  fortified,  and  Longstreet  posted 
his  army  about  the  place  so  as  to  practically  cut  ofi*  supplies. 
Grant  exhorted  Burnside  to  hold  out,  promising  speedy 
relief,  but  w^as  unable  to  render  assistance  until  Burnside's 
situation  became  critical.  In  the  pursuit  of  Bragg  from 
Mission  Ridge,  Sherman  moved  towards  the  railroad  from 
Dalton  to  Cleveland,  and  on  iS'ovember  28  was  ordered  to 
take  all  the  troops  then  with  him  and  march  with  all  pos- 
sible dispatch  by  way  of  Cleveland  and  Charleston  to  Knox- 
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ville.  General  Granger  had  been  ordered  to  niarcli  with 
two  divisions  of  the  Fonrth  Corps  rla  Kingston,  and  Gen. 
W.  L.  Elliott,  with  two  brigades  of  the  First  Division  of 
Cavalry,  was  sent  from  Alexandria  ria  Kingston.  The  force 
with  Sherman  was  tlie  Second  and  Fonrtli  Divisions  of  the 
Fifteenth  Corps,  under  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair;  the  Second 
and  Third  Divisions  of  the  Eleventh  Corps,  under  Gen. 
Oliver  O.  Howard;  Davis'  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps, 
and  a  small  body  of  cavalry. 

Our  division  turned  back  tVom  Bird's  ^lill  and  reached 
the  camp  at  Chattanooga  on  the  evening  of  the  26th.  On 
the  27th  everybody  was  busy  with  preparation  for  the  march. 
One  wagon  to  a  regiment  was  allowed,  and  it  was  no  easy 
matter  to  procure  serviceable  mules  for  that  number.  All 
camp  equipage,  regimental  and  company  desks  or  boxes  con- 
taining record  books,  blanks  for  reports,  stationery,  orders 
and  correspondence,  all  otKcers'  valises 
and  mess  chests,  and  everything  else  ex- 
cept what  was  to  be  worn  or  carried  on 
the  person,  were  packed  and  stored,  to  be 
reclaimed  in  two  or  three  weeks,  as  we 
fondl}'  hoped,  but  not  for  many  weeks  as 
events  turned  out.  Granger's  column 
marched  at  noon  on  the  28th,  crossing 
the  South  Cliickamauga  on  the  pontoon 
bridge  laid  by  Sherman  a  few  days  before 
and  went  into  bivouac  for  tlie  night  on 
the  road  to  Harrison.  On  the  29th  the 
march  was  resumed  at  an  early  hour,  the  column  })assing 
through  Harrison  and  on  to  the  crossing  of  the  Ooltewah 
River,  wliere  ten  hours  were  consumed  in  building  a  bi-idge 
and  crossing.  The  delay  turned  out  to  be  of  no  im[>ortance, 
however,  except  in  the  way  of  additional  fatigue  to  the 
troops,  as  the  head  of  column  reached  Kincannon's  Ferry  on 
the  Hiwassee  River  on  the  oOth,  several  hours  in  advan(;e  of 


FiiANK    P.  Bi.All:,  .Ii: 
Major  General. 


i86 


OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 


the  steamboat  sent  up  to  ferry  the  troops  over.  The  steamer 
came  up  during  the  day  loaded  with  hard-tack  and  towing  a 
couple  of  flatboats.  The  command  was  crossed  with  all 
possible  dispatch.  The  125th  took  a  turn  at  the  oars  and 
in  the  work  of  loading  and  unloading  artillery  and  wagons, 
and  were  relieved  about  10  p.  m.  All  of  the  Second  Division 
was  over  before  morning,  and  Wood's  division  followed 
without  delay. 

A  limited  supplj^  of  hard-tack  was  issued  from  the  boat, 

intended,  with  what  was 
picked  up  in  the  country,  to 
last  until  we  met  the  boat 
again  to  cross  the  Tennessee 
near  Kingston.  That  was 
the  last  seen  of  the  boat  or 
the  hard-tack  with  which  it 
was  loaded.  We  marched 
on  December  1st  to  Decatur, 
at  wdiich  point  an  order  was 
received  from  General  Sher- 
man directing  the  column 
to  head  for  Loudon  by  way 
J  of  Philadelphia,  and  on  the 
2nd  we  marched  in  the  new 
direction,  arriving  on  the 
Brd  at  Fork  Creek,  about 
six  miles  from  Philadelphia, 
and  expected  to  march  on 
the  4th  to  Loudon,  to  which  v>o\\\i  the  steamboats  "  Dunbar  " 
and  "Paint  Rock"  had  been  ordered,  but  both  failed  to  get 
up,  being  unable  to  pass  the  shoals  below  Kingston. 

On  the  3rd,  Howard,  witli  the  Eleventh  Corps  and  cav- 
alry, entered  Loudon,  and  Blair,  with  the  Fifteenth  Corps, 
reached  the  Little  Tennessee  at  Morgantown.  Loudon  had 
been  Longstreet's  depot  of  supplies,  and  he  had  a  pontoon 
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bridge  there,  guarded  by  a  brigade  under  General  Vaiiglin. 
On  the  approach  of  Howard  tlie  enemy  crossed,  destroying 
the  property  they  were  unable  to  remove  and  also  destroying 
the  bridge.  They  ran  three  locomotives  and  forty-eight  cars 
into  tlie  river.  Sherman  ordered  the  cavalry  sent  up  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Holston  to  get  into  Knoxville  if  possible  and 
inform  Burnside  of  the  approach  of  the  relief  column. 

Finding  no  practical)le  ford  for  the  infantry  and  artil- 
lery and  the  boats  not  having  been  heard  from,  a  bridge  was 
ordered  to  be  constructed  over  the  Little  Tennessee  near 
Morgan  town. 

On  the  4th  our  corps  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  Mor- 
gantown,  taking  possession  of  all  the  mills  in  the  vicinity 
and  using  them  to  grind  corn  and  wheat.  That  evening 
word  came  that  Longstreet  had  assaulted  the  works  at 
Knoxville  and  had  been  repulsed,  but  was 
still  in  position  around  the  city.  The 
Fourth  Corps  began  crossing  on  tlie 
l)ridge  at  Morgantown  early  on  the  5th, 
following  the  Fifteenth  Corps.  Our  head 
of  column  reached  a  point  opposite 
Marysville  by  night  on  a  road  east  of  the 
direct  road.  In  the  afternoon  Sherman 
was   advised   that  Longstreet   had   aban- 


doned the  seige  of  Knoxville  and  moved 
off  towards  Virginia  on  the  Rutledge, 
Ivogersville  and  Bristol  road.  On  the  6th  the  Fourth  Corps 
marched  to  Little  River,  Granger  going  in  person  to  Knox- 
ville. During  the  7th  we  lay  in  camp,  detachments  keeping 
all  the  mills  in  the  vicinity  busy  grinding  grain.  On  the  8th 
we  marched  for  Knoxville,  leaving  men  to  keep  the  mills 
going  and  forward  the  product.  That  evening  we  biv- 
ouacked two  miles  from  the  city,  on  the  east  side  of  tlie 
Holston,  whei'e  we  remained  until  the  13th,  when  we  crossed 
the  river  and  camped  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city. 


,Tas.  a.  1m:i:hi>,  K  (1S)5 
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It  liatl  l)een  arranged  between  Burnside  and  Sherman 
for  the  latter  to  return  to  Chattanooga  with  his  command, 
leaving  tlie  Fourth  Corps  to  serve  as  a  garrison  for  Knox- 
ville  while  Burnside's  force  followed  Longstreet,  who  was 
expected  to  continue  his  retreat  into  Virginia. 

On  the  12th  of  December  Maj.  Gen.  John  G.  Foster 
arrived  and  superseded  General  Burnside  in  command  of 
the  Department. 

On   that   date  Granger  wrote  a  strong  appeal  to  both 
Foster  and   Grant  for  an  order  to  send  the  Fourth  Corps 
back  to  Chattanooga,  giving  as  his  reasons  for  the  request 
tliat    the    Cor[)S  had   marched  to  relieve 
their    comrades    at    Knoxville    immedi- 
ately after  a  hard  battle;    that  they  liad 
been  for  three  months  living  on  less  than 
half    rations,   and    had    come    hurriedly, 
with  little  transportation,  no  shelter,  thin 
chjthing  and  well-worn  shoes  :  many  men 
being    entirely  destitute  ot    overcoats  or 
shirts;    subsisting    on    tliQ    countrj',   and 
were  weak  and  o-powing  feeble  in  conse- 
quence.     He  expressed  the  opinion  that 
Longstreet  was  making  liis  wa}'  to  Virginia. 
General  Foster  replied  next  day,  saying  : 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yes- 
terday in  respect  to  the  physical  condition  and  snfterings  of  your  officers 
and  men.  I  assure  you  that  no  one  appreciates  their  gallantry  and  devotion 
in  coming  rapidly  to  the  relief  of  the  garrison  at  Knoxville  more  than  my- 
self. I  aui  only  waiting  orders  from  (General  Grant  to  know  what  is  to  be 
done." 


Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster. 


On  the  same  date  (loth)  General  Halleck  telegraphed 
Grant  that  Kiclimond  papers  of  the  12th  stated  that  Long- 
street  was  preparing  to  hold  Rutledge  and  that  his  cavalry 
had  raided  Mt.  Sterling,  Ky.,  and  it  would  be  unsafe  to  with- 
•draw   forces   until   the   enemy  was   driven   from    the    State. 
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'As  soon  as  you  deem 


Grant  at  once  tek\^ra[)hed  Foster  to  advance,  and  tlie  latter 
replied  that  be  could  not  do  so  until  he  got  the  cars  running 
to  Strawberry  Plains  and  collected  some  rations;  that  the 
state  of  the  roads  and  lack  of  suppbes  miglit  compel  liim  to 
take  a  position  and  wait  until  in  better  concbtion. 

On  the  14th  our  troops  began  constructing  huts,  finding 
material  in  some  way,  and  by  tlie  next  night  liad  rpiite  com- 
fortable (piarters. 

On  the  loth  Grant  wired  Foster 
your  position  secure  order  the 
Fourth  Corps  to  return  to  Chatta- 
nooga," That  order  miglit  have 
worked  (^ur  deliverance,  but  unfor- 
tunately Plalleck  wired  Foster  on 
tlie  same  date  :  "  The  great  object 
to  be  kept  in  mind  is  to  expel  Long- 
street  from  East  Tennessee  and  keep 
him  out.  In  all  minor  matters  you 
will  receive  instructions  from  Gen- 
eral Grant." 

On  the  same  date  advices  from 
the  front  indicated  that  Longstreet's 
infantry  was  moving  towards  Knoxville,  and  orders  were 
issued  for  the  Fourth  Corps  to  advance  to  Blain's  Cross 
Roads.  Sheridan's  division  used  the  railway  and  Wood's 
division  marched.  One  locomotive  and  a  train  of  freight 
and  flat  cars  were  kept  in  motion  all  night,  and  l)y  daylight 
of  the  16th  had  transported  Wagner's  and  Ilarker's  brigades 
to  Strawberry  Plains.  The  125th  passed  the  greater  part  of 
the  night  at  the  railway  station  in  Knoxville,  waiting  our 
turn  on  the  train,  and  was  one  of  the  last  regiments  taken. 
We  marched  on  the  16th  to  the  vicinity  of  Blain's  Cross 
Roads.  The  troops  of  the  Ninth  and  Twenty-third  Corps 
fell  back  to  the  same  line,  the  right  of  the  line  resting  on. 


Maj.  (ir.N.  H.  W.  Si.o(  UM. 
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tlie  Holstoii  and  the  left  extending  westward  bej'ond  Clinch 
Mountain. 

All  the  infantry  remained  on  that  line  until  the  middle 
•of  January.  Our  cavalry  covered  the  front.  Botli  brigades 
from  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  had  sharp  engagements 
with  the  enemy  —  on  December  24  at  Hay's  Ferry  and  on 
December  29  at  Mossy  Creek.  The  weather  turned  cold. 
January  1,  18(34,  is  still  remembered  and  spoken  of  all  over 
the  country  as  the  coldest  Xew  Year's  day  within  the  mem- 
ory of  the  present  generation,  and  tlie  soldiers  who  were 
then  in  East  Tennessee  have  good  reason 
to  remember  the  day. 

After  a  day  or  two  of  waiting  to 
develop  the  purpose  of  the  enemy,  the 
troops  of  the  Fourth  Corps,  thinking  the 
amp  might  be  held  for  a  short  time,  and 
laving  no  tents,  set  about  building  huts, 
riiey  were  constructed  of  poles,  leaving 
one  end  open ;  rubber  blankets  served 
for  roofing,  leaves  and  twigs  stuffed  into 
WILLIAM  s.  Thorn,  c.  ^^xQ  cracks  checked  the  free  course  of  the 
wind,  and  branches  from  pine  trees  made  good  beds.  Log- 
heap  tires  in  front  made  it  possible  for  the  occupants  to  keep 
from  freezing  when  wide  awake  and  giving  undivided  atten- 
tion to  the  subject. 

The    following    dispatch  shows  Granger's  view  of  the 

situation  at  that  time  : 

Blain's  Cross  Eoads,     ) 
December  19,  18()3.  s 
Maj.  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas  : 

General:  The  suffering  and  privations  now  l)eing  undergone  by  our 
troops  are  most  cruel,  I  assure  you. 

We  have  been  now  nearly  a  month  without  tents  and  clothing,  and 
from  the  limited  quantity  of  our  transportation  — only  one  wagon  to  a  regi- 
Y^QxA^  —  and  being  obliged  to  live  upon  the  country,  our  rations  have  been 
very  irregular  and  limited. 

We  are  now  bivouacking  at  this  place,  twenty-two  miles  east  of 
Knoxville,  in  the  inud  and  rain,  and  many  of  the  command  are  falling  sick 
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with  pneumonia,  (liarrli(L>a,  &c.  Our  officers  are  destitute  of  clothing  and 
cooking  utensils,  being  unal)le  to  procui-e  them  at  Knoxville.  A  small 
supply  of  clothing  and  shoes  has  arrived,  about  one-thii-d  ot  what  is 
needed.  The  stock  of  medicines  and  stationery  in  Knoxville  is  entiiely 
exhausted.  Our  books  and  records  having  been  lefjt  behind,  we  are  unable 
to  make  any  returns.  If  it  is  determined  that  we  remain  here  this  winter, 
I  respectfully  request  that  the  First  Division  of  the  Corps  be  sent  to  join 
us,  and  with  them  can  be  sent  our  transportation,  baggage,  camp  and  garri- 
son ecpiipage,  to  which  they  can  act  as  escoi't. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

(t.  Granger, 
Major  General  Cummaiidiv</. 

Here  is  anotlier  dis[)ateli    sliowing  the  ditRcultics   snr- 
roanding  the  position  at  Bkiin's  Cross  Roads : 


1 


Headch'arters 
FotRTH  Army  Corps, 

Deceml)er  I'l,  ISii;;.  J 
Major  General  Parke,  Commandivg  : 

General:  My  forage  trains  for  the  past  two  days  have  found  it  im- 
possible to  procure  a  sufficient  su23ply,  and  report  a  great  scarcity  of  forage 
in  the  surrounding  country.  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  this  fact,  and  suggest  that  a  movement, 
either  in  advance  on  the  flank  or  in  reti'ograde,  will 
be  necessary  in  order  that  the  command  may  be 
supplied  with  the  necessary  forage.  From  the  best 
information  I  can  gather  there  is  nothing  this  sidt' 
of  Bull's  Gap,  and  the  only  forage  to  be  obtained  is 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Holston  River.  I  would, 
therefore,  suggest,  that  mj^  command  be  ordered  to 
that  side  of  the  river,  so  that  we  may  obtain  the 
forage  and  subsistence  to  be  afibrded  by  the  country 
to  supply  our  men  and  animals.  I  have  been 
induced  to  offer  these  suggestions  in  considei'ation 
of  the  importance  of  keeping  the  men  and  animals 
of  the  command  in  as  good  condition  as  possible  under  the  circumstances. 
Very  resi)ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Granger, 
Major  General  Commanding. 

Lest  it  may  be  thouglit  that  the  Fourth  Corps  generals 
were  disposed  to  make  the  case  worse  than  the  facts  justified, 
w^e  give  liere  an  extract  from  tlie  otticial  re}iort  of  General 
Foster,  made  after  he  had  been  relieved  from  command  of 
the  Department : 


.loiiN  r.  kkai.h,  f. 
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"  Gexerai.  :  I  have  the  hoiKjr,  in  obedience  to  yonr  directions,  to  make 
the  following  report  of  tlie  operationjj  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  while  I  was 
in  command,  and  of  the  general  condition  of  affairs  in  East  Tennessee.  I 
relieved  (ieneral  Burnside  at  Knoxville  on  the  12th  of  December,  1863.  At 
that  time  the  forces  of  the  enemy  under  General  Longstreet,  comprising 
his  own  foi-ce  tliat  liad  l)een  engaged  in  the  seige  of  Knoxville,  Eansom's 
division  of  infantiy  and  .Jones'  division  of  cavalry,  with  which  he  had 
formed  a  junction,  were  su^jposed  to  be  in  full  retreat  towards  Virginia. 
They  were  at  that  time  near  Rogersville.  General  Parke,  with  the  Xinth 
ami  Twcnty-tliird  C'ori)S  (10,000  infantry  and  the  cavalry,  4,000  men)  was  in 
Ijursuit,  liaving  his  advance  at  Bean's  Station. 
General  Sherman  was  returning  towards  Chatta- 
nooga, leaving  General  Granger  with  the  Fourth 
Corps  near  Knoxville.  As  soon  as  General  Long- 
street  learned  this  latter  fact,  and  that  the  force 
pursuing  him  was  small,  he  turned  on  General 
Parke's  advance  and  repulsed  it  at  Bean's  Station. 
Advancing  at  once  in  his  turn,  he  forced  General 
Parke  to  fall  back,  first  to  Kutledge  and  afterward 
to  Blain's  Cross  Roads.  This  lieing  a  good  position 
I  determined  to  make  it  the  standpoint,  and  accord- 
ingly hurried  up  the  Fourth  Corps  and  every  avail- 
able fighting  man.  General  Longstreet,  however, 
did  not  attack,  in  consequence  probably  of  the  very 
inclement  weather,  which  then  set  in  with  such  severity  as  to  paralyze  for 
a  time  the  efforts  of  both  armies. 

"  Their  numbers  were  equal,  being  20,000  effective  men  each. 
"At  this  time  (the  23rd  of  December,  1803)  my  horse  fell  with  me 
upon  a  ledge  of  rocks  and  contused  my  wounded  leg,  already  very  much 
inflamed  by  constant  riding,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  confine  me  to  my  quar- 
ters. General  Parke  retained  the  active  command  of  the  forces  in  the  field. 
The  condition  of  the  army  was  bad.  The  troops  were  suffering  for  want  of 
tents,  clothing,  food  and  medicine.  One-half  of  the  men  were  unfit  for  a 
march  for  want  of  shoes  or  clothing.  The  issue  of  bread  or  meat  rarely 
came  up  to  one-quarter  of  the  ration,  while  the  continued  feeding  upon 
fresh  meat  caused  sickness  among  the  soldiers  which  we  had  no  medicine 
to  check.  This  state  of  things  arose  from  the  impossibility  of  getting  sup- 
plies over  the  impassable  roads  from  Kentucky  and  the  necessity  of  living 
on  the  country.  The  forage  had  become  nearly  exhausted,  and  had  to  be 
sought  at  distances  varying  from  ten  to  forty  miles.  The  stock  of  ammu- 
nition was  also  limited.  The  enemy  undoubtedly  suffered  privations 
similar  to  our  own,  for  he  soon  retired  to  winter  quarters  at  Morristown. 
and  Russellville.    *    ®    * 

"  J.  G.  Foster,  Major  General. 
•'  Ma.i.  Gen.  H.  AV.  Halleck, 

"  General  in  Chief,  U.  S.  J." 


I'lKlMAS  K.   TkI.M  I.I  I 
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On  December  24,  Foster  reported  that  Longstreet  was 
moving  his  forces  across  in  the  direction  of  Morristown  ; 
that  he  had  crossed  cavalry  under  General  Stnrgis  to  advance 
and  feel  the  enemy,  and  that  he  could  not  fight  a  general 
engagement  until  supplied  with  ammunition.  Longstreet's 
removal  from  our  front  at  Blain's  Cross  Eoads  enlarged  the 
lield  for  foraging,  but  did  not  add  very  much  to  the  supply 
as  the  country  had  been  traversed  and  gleaned  by  both 
armies. 

On  December  31  General  Grant  arrived  at  Knoxville, 
and  remained  in  the  Department  one  week.  Having  seen 
for  himself  the  necessities  of  the  case,  he  went  to  w^ork 
with  his  usual  diligence  to  supply  deficiencies.  On  January 
1,  1864,  he  wdred  to  General  Thomas  as  follows  :  "  I  arrived 
here  yesterday.  Send  forward  all  the  general  supplies  for 
Foster  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  and 
clothing  particularly." 

On  January  8  he  wired  to  Halleck  as 
follows : 

"  Owing  to  the  want  of  clothing,  particularly 
shoes,  in  Foster's  command,  it  is  impossible  to  move 
more  than  60  per  cent,  of  his  men  until  they  are 
supplied.  Clothing  is  now  on  the  way  and  it  is 
hoped  will  be  in  Knoxville  within  one  week  from 
this  time.  I  have  directed  Foster  then  to  attack 
and  drive  Longstreet  at  least  beyond  Bull's  Gap 
and  Red  Bridge.  In  the  meantime  I  have  directed 
the  Ninth  and  Thirty-third  Corps  to  be  pushed  on 

to  Mossy  Creek,. the  Fourth  Corps  to  Strawberry  Plains  and  the  cavalry  to 
Dandridge,  to  scout  and  forage  south  of  the  French  Broad  and  tlireaten 
Longstreet's  flank." 

The  subsistence  problem  continued  to  be  troublesome. 
The  following  report  is  a  sample  of  others  equally  discour- 
aging that  w^ere  made  from  time  to  time : 

"Knoxville,  Jan.  6,  18()4. 
"  General  Wood,  Commanding  Third  Division,  Fourth  Corps: 

"  The  pontoon  bridge  at  this  place  is  gone  and  not  a  bushel  of  wheat 
is  coming  in,  consequently  the  mills  here  have  been  stopped.     I  can  send 
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no  fresh  bread  to  your  division  i(^x  some  days  to  come.  The  last  boat  up 
did  not  bring  a  pound  of  bread,  and  there  is  not  a  pound  of  bread  or  flour 
in  town.  Hence  the  last  stores  that  went  will  have  to  be  nicely  economized 
for  fear  of  the  worst."    ■■•'    ■■■ 

Here  is  one  of  Sheridan's  dispatches : 

January  11,  18G4. 

Major  General  Graxger: 

My  division  has  been  on  less  than  half  rations  for  some  days,  and  are 

suflerinir  from  hunger.  We  have  no  forage  for  the  animals  and  none  can  be 
procured.  Colonel  Harker  started  for  Bean's  Station 
or  vicinity  yesterday  to  try  and  get  some,  and  with- 
out anything  to  eat  for  his  officers  and  men.  I  desire 
to  make  you  acquainted  with  these  facts,  and  ask 
that  my  division  be  removed  to  some  other  locality, 
where  I  can  better  help  my  troops.  I  also  respect- 
fully report  that  eight  bales  of  Ijlankets,  sent  to  me 
l)y  my  Quartermaster,  were  taken  at  the  depot  at 
Knoxville.  These  Avere  very  much  needed,  as  many 
of  the  men  have  no  l)lankets.     Is  there  no  God  in 

Israel  ? 

P.  H.  Sheridan, 

Major  Genrral. 

It  was  not  a  very  unusual  thing  that 
winter  for  troops  to  start  out  on  a  foraging  expedition  on 
empty  stomachs.  Many  survivors  of  Harker's  brigade  will 
recall  the  particular  expedition  referred  to  in  Sheridan's  dis- 
patch. We  marched  about  twenty  miles  and  camped  near  a 
meeting-house.  On  the  11th  the  command  searched  for  pro- 
vender for  man  and  beast,  meeting  with  some  success,  and 
returned  at  night  to  the  bivouac  near  the  church.  Several 
of  the  foraging  parties  were  fired  on  by  the  enemy's  cavalry 
picketing  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  On  the  12th  we 
marched  back  to  our  camp  at  Blain's  Cross  Roads. 

The  following  dispatches  are  of  interest,  and  show  the 
progress  of  events  down  to  the  movement  on  Dandridge  : 

Kxoxvili.e,  Jan.  12,  18H4. 
Ma.i.  Gex.  U.  S.  Grant: 

The  cold  weather  and  high  rivers  have  made  things  worse ;  many  ani- 
mals are  dying  daily :  the  pontoon  bridge  at  this  place  has  been  broken  twice 
sinoe  you  left  by  high  water  and  floating  ice.    As  soon  as  the  bridge  at  Straw- 
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berry  Plains  is  done  and  the  weatlier  moderates,  I  shall  move  two  corps  to 
Dandridge  to  obtain  forage  and  corn  and  wheat.  Everything  is  eaten  out 
north  of  the  Holston  River,  also  nearly  everything  is  eaten  up  at  Mossy  Creek. 
My  move  to  French  Broad  River  is,  therefore,  rendered  imperative.  Some 
quartermaster  stores  have  arrived,  but  not  in  sufficient  quantity.  No 
rations  by  last  boats.  Am  entirely  destitute  of  bread,  coffee  and  sugar. 
Have  telegraphed  this  to  General  Thomas.  Trust  you  may  be  able  to  raise 
the  amount  of  supplies  by  river.  The  weather  is  intensely  cold,  with  one 
inch  of  snow  on  the  ground. 

J.  (t.  Foster, 

Major  General. 


Xasiiville,  Texx.,  Jan.  15,  1864. 
M.\.i.  Gex.  H.  W.  Halleck  : 

Gexeral  :  I  reached  here  the  evening  of  the  12th  on  my  return  from  East 
Tennessee.  I  felt  a  j^articular  anxiety  to  have  Longstreet  driven  out  from 
East  Tennessee,  and  went  there  with  the  intention  of  taking  such  steps  as 
would  secure  this  end.  I  found,  however,  a  large  pai-t  of  Foster's  command 
suffering  for  want  of  clothing,  especially  shoes,  so  that  in  an  advance  not 
to  exceed  two-third's  of  his  men  could  be  taken. 
The  difficulties  of  supplying  these  are  such  that  to 
send  reinforcements  at  present  would  be  to  put  the 
whole  on  insufficient  rationstfor  their  supjiort.  *    * 

U.  S.  Graxt, 

Major  General. 


LlECT.  A.  1>.  (  .\Ki].i;. 
Regt.  Qiiiirtt'i'inaster. 


Kxoxville,  Jan.  15,  1864, 
Maj.  Gex.  U.  S.  Graxt: 

The  Strawberry  Plauis  bridge  is  completed; 
also  the  pontoon  bridge  at  this  place  so  that  it  will 
stand  I  think.  No  supplies  have  arrived  for  a  week 
by  river.  The  bread  rations  are  entirely  exhausted. 
I  am  forced  to  abandon  all  idea  of  active  operations 
for  the  present  and  to  place  the  army  where  it  can 
live  by  foraging.  The  Fourth  Corps  is  now  moving 
for  Dandridge  and  the  Twenty-third  Corps  for  Mossy  Creek,  (xeneral 
Sturgis,  with  all  the  cavalry,  is  in  front  of  Dandridge  near  Kimbrough's 
Cross  Roado.  I  purpose  to  hold  all  the  country,-and  the  forage  in  it,  on  the 
south  and  east  of  the  French  Broad,  as  Longstreet  has  exhausted  all  the 
supplies  in  his  vicinity  and  is  now  forced  to  send  across  the  river  for  forage 
and  grain.  I  presume  some  portion  of  our  forces  will  be  in  almost  constant 
collision  if  we  succeed  in  holding,  as  I  expect  Longstreet  cannot  long  remain 
where  he  is.  He  is  now  building  a  ])ont()(jn  bridge  across  the  Nola  Chucky, 
near  Warrenburg.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Major  General. 
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Losses  in  the  125th  for  the  months  of  ^N'ovember  and 
December,  1863,  in  addition  to  those  noted  as  occurring  in 
the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge,  were  as  follows  : 

By  death — David  Lloyd,  of  A,  at  Chattanooga;  James 
M.  Tidd,  of  B,  at  I^ashville;  Prank  jS^iner,  of  D,  at  Louis- 
ville; Eobert  Peyeatt,  of  D,  at  Chattanooga;  Richard  M. 
Elliott,  of  G,  at  Youngstown,  O. ;  Prancis  S.  Krumm,  of  H, 
at  Blain's  Cross  Roads ;  Gaius  S,  Harvey,  of  H,  at  Chatta- 
nooga;  Thomas  Wilkinson,  of  H,  at  Nashville;  John  Ed- 
wards, of  I,  at   Chattanooga ;    Martin   L.  Wright,  of  I,  at 

Chattanooga. 

Discharged  on  surgeon's  certifi- 
cate of  disability — Aaron  Schroy,  ot 
A;  James  Denny,  of  P;  Jolin  G. 
Rotterdam,  of  G;  Daniel  D.  Bugby; 
of  H. 

Transferred  to  Veteran  Reserve 
Cor[)S — James  Paden,  of  B;  Thomas 
M.  Thompson,  Chaunce\-  B.  Hayden 
and  John  Penton,  of  C  ;  Thomas  C. 
Evans,  of  D  ;  Henry  H.  AlcElhenny, 
Abraham  Hawkins  and  Ira  0.  Case, 
of  E. 

While  at  Blain's  Cross  Roads 
the  troops  of  the  Pourth  Corps  were  given  the  privilege  of 
veteranizing,  i.  e.,  of  re-enlisting  for  three  years  longer,  and 
those  who  did  so  were  promised  a  furlough  for  thirty  days. 
Nearly  all  signed  tlie  rolls  without  hesitation  or  delay.  The 
promised  furlough  had  little  or  no  influence  on  that  result, 
because  it  was  to  be  granted  only  when  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  should  permit,  and  there  was  not  just  then  any  flat- 
tering prospect  of  an  early  fulfillment  of  the  promise.  At 
best  only  a  few  could  go  home  at  one  time.  The  19tli  and 
41st  Oliio  of  Wood's  division  and  26th  and  64th  Ohio  in  ours 
were  first  to  draw  prizes  and  start  home. 
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Oil  January  4  the  men  of  the  125th  signed  the  rolls  and 
began  to  figure  on  the  prospects  of  a  furlough.  It  never 
came.  Later  on  we  were  advised  that  only  those  regiments 
that  had  served  more  than  two  years  of  their  tirst  term  would 
be  accepted  as  veterans.  That  decision  did  not  prevent  us 
from  serving  to  the  end  of  the  war,  but  it  did  deprive  us  of 
a  visit  to  home  and  loved  ones  and  of  a  A'eteran's  medal  pro- 
vided by  the  State  of  Ohio  for  those  only  who  re-enlisted 
under  that  call,  and  worn  by  thousands  who  saw  less  actual 
service  and  fewer  battles  than  other  thousands  who  enlisted 
iirst  in  long-term  regiments  under  the  call  of  July,  18(32. 
The  latter  were  not  wanted  in  the  fall  of  18(51.  Ohio's  quota 
of  three-year  regiments  was  tilled,  and  no  more  three-year 
men  were  called  for  until  in  July  following.  Ohio  V)oys  went 
into  the  army  as  fast  as  the  govern- 
ment was  ready  for  them  —  could 
clothe,  equip  and  use  them,  and  it  is 
not  (piite  just  that  those  volunteers 
first  in  should  have  received  a  recog- 
nition of  service  not  accorded  to 
others  equally  patriotic,  l)rave  and 
useful. 

On  January  14th,  Lieut.  Col. 
David  H.  Moore  joined  the  regi- 
ment, bringing  with  him  Company 
K  and  a  large  number  of  convales- 
cents, among  the  latter  many  of  our 
comrades  who  had  recovered  from  wounds  received  at 
Chickamauga  or  Missionary  Ridge. 

The  officers  of  Company  K  were  Captain  Sterling  Man- 
chester, First  Lieut.  Waldern  S.  Williams,  Second  Lieut. 
Samuel  Ileikes.  On  the  date  they  joined  we  were  ordered 
to  march  next  morning  for  Dandridge.  Before  entering 
upon  an  account  of  the  Dandridge  campaign  and  battle,  it 
will  be  convenient  to  give  an  account  of  Company  K's  trip 
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from  Ohio,  and  of  the  lively  skirmish  in  which  that  company 
participated  on  their  way  to  the  front,  at  Charleston,  Tenn. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Moore  left  Ohio  with  Company  K 
December  3  ;  reached  Chattanooga  a  week  later,  and  went 
into  camp  with  the  convalescents  and  recruits  gathered  there. 
The  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Fourth  Corps  were 
armed  and  equipped  and  organized  for  a  march  to  Knoxville 
in  charge  of  a  wagon  train.  Colonel  Laibokl  commanded 
the  entire  force,  about  two  thousand  live  hundred  men. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Moore  was  in  command  oF  the  detach- 
ment belonging  to  the  3rd  Brigade  of  our  division  —  530 
officers  and  men. 

The   command   marched   December  24,   and  went  into 
camp  six  miles  out  on  the  road  to  Cleveland.     That  evening 
the  enemy  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  on  some 
plausible  pretext,  but  really  to  "  spy  out 
M  %  the  land."     It  was  hardly  to  be  expected 

P  -w  #8i*^  tliat  they  would  let  a  train  of  150  wagO)is, 

loaded  with  supplies  and  guarded  b}'  con- 
valescents and  recruits,  pass  along  without 
trouble.  J^ext  day  (Christmas)  Laibokl 
made  twenty-two  miles,  and  on  the  26th 
marched  in  a  drenching  rain  to  Cleveland. 
On  the  27th  the  march  was  resumed, 
and  the  command  camped  at  Charleston. 
During  the  night  the  rainfall  ceased  and  the  weatlier  turned 
cohl.  On  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  command  was  ready 
for  the  road  early,  and  while  waiting  for  the  wagons  to  get 
under  way  were  attacked  by  Wheeler's  cavalry.  The  first 
shots  by  the  skirmishers  gave  all  the  notice  required  as  the 
attack  was  expected,  and  Laibold's  line  was  quickly  formed. 
Colonel  Moore's  command  on  the  left  of  the  line.  When 
all  was  ready  Laibokl  ordered  his  lines  to  advance,  and  lairly 
drove  the  enemy  from  his  position  and  forced  him  to  reti-eat, 
losino-  two  killed  and  ten  wounded,  the  enemy's  loss  being 
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eleven  killed  and  thirty  wounded,  besides  131  taken  prison- 
ers. Lieutenanant  Colonel  Moore's  detaeliment  bad  cbarge 
of  tbe  prisoners  during  the  day.  It  was  a  handsome  repulse 
and  enabled  Company  K  to  come  to  the  front  duly  initiated 
and  tested  under  fire. 

The  enemy  did  not  acknowledge  the  full  extent  of  their 
failure  and  losses,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  account 
taken  from  the  Richmond  ^/^'y^nre/-  and  Exarninej'  of  J nun- 
ary  18,  1804  : 

Dalton,  Dec.  28,  1863. 
Intelligence  having  readied  here  day  before  yesterday  that  a  large 
wagon  train  Ijelonging  to  the  enemy  was  moving  towards  Knoxville,  ^tajor 
General  Wheeler  was  ordered  to  take  what  troops 
of  his  command  could  be  spared  from  the  front  and 
if  possi1)le  capture  it.  His  force  1600  strong,  under 
command  of  Brigadier  General  Kelly,  reached 
Cleveland  yesterday  morning.  Here  he  found  the 
train  had  not  pursued  that  route,  and  he  pushed 
forward  to  Charleston,  where  he  encountered  a 
l)rigade  of  the  enemy  and  drove  them  to  their  re- 
serves within  two  miles  of  the  jjlace.  Our  little 
band  had  the  mortification  to  see  the  last  of  the 
train  pass  through  the  town  safely.  The  enemy's 
force  being  computed  at  6000  infantry,  orders  were 
given  to  fall  back,  when  a  cavalry  force  of  5000 
strong  which  had  been  thiown  out  to  flank  our 
troops,  was  observed,  and  their  object  completely  foiled  by  the  skill  of 
our  commander.  The  enemy  approached  cautiously  as  if  apprehensive  of 
ambuscade,  and  evinced  no  disposition  to  charge  but  kept  up  a  tire  with 
revolvers.  Our  retreat  was  conducted  with  consummate  skill  and  success. 
Lieutenant  Porter,  of  General  Wheeler's  staff,  was  indebted  to  his  courage 
and  coolness  for  a  narrow  escape.  Two  of  the  enemy  had  their  sabers 
drawn  over  his  head  and  demanded  his  surrender,  when  he  deliberately 
drew  his  pistol,  killed  one,  and  the  other  tied  after  discharging  his  revolver 
through  that  officer's  overcoat.  Our  casualties  sum  up  two  killed,  five 
wounded,  and  six  prisoners  ;  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  six  killed  and  ten  or 
twelve  wounded. 
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Loudon,  Jan.  4,  1864 — Our  wagons  are  nearly  all  across. 
Our  only  means  of  ferrying  are  two  small  flatboats,  each 
carrying  a  single  six-mnle  team  at  a  trip.  To-morrow  will 
see  the  last  wagon  across.  It  will  take  two  or  three  days 
more  to  transfer  the  troops.  The  town  has  a  ruinous 
appearance ;  indeed  it  is  a  ruined  town.  It  has  historic 
importance  as  the  scene  of  one  of  Burnside's  victories, 
decisive  of  the  fate  of  East  Tennessee.  A  glorious  country 
this,  the  very  best  I  have  seen  in  the  South.  It  is  worth 
fighting  for. 

January  6. — A'ery  cold.  Troops  are 
crossing.  Tlie  41st  and  19th  Ohio  here 
eii  route  for  home  on  veteran  furlough. 
Our  Sergeant  Major,  Freeman  Collins, 
came  down  with  them,  and  reports  our 
regiment  at  Blain's  Cross  Roads,  twenty- 
two  miles  beyond  Ivnoxville  and  lifty-two 
from  here. 

January  7  —  Still  cold:  misty  towards 
night,  ending  with  snow.  Our  brigade 
detachment  commenced  crossing  the  river  at  noon.  Got  all 
over  by  3  o'clock.  Camped  to  wait  for  Third  Division 
detachments  to  cross.  Rations  very  scarce,  also  some  articles 
of  wearing  apparel.     Many  barefooted. 

January  8.  —  The  men  are  suifering  for  food.  In  the 
afternoon  an  issue  of  one-fourth  ration  of  coifee,  one-third 
ration  of  pork,  with  promise  of  flour.  We  have  a  foraging 
party  out  under  Wagonmaster  Harris,  of  our  regiment.  A 
woman  applied  for  a  property  guard.  Made  her  p>romise  to 
feed  them  well  and  gave  her  two.  Would  like  to  farm  out 
the  entire  command  on  the  same  terms  while  the  famine 
continues. 

January  9 — Beautiful  day  but  very  cold.  The  26th  and 
64th  Ohio  here  en  route  for  home.  My  forage  party  does 
well ;  brought  in  fifteen  sheep  last  night  and  eighteen  more 
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and  one  beef  to-nigbt.  Long-street  crossed  tliree  miles 
below  bere  under  cover  of  beavy  guns,  and  drove  Burnside 
back  step  by  step  to  Knoxville.  East  Tennessee  is  bence- 
fortb  —  nearly  every  foot  of  it  —  bistoric  ground.  We  marcb 
in  tbe  mornino-  for  Blain's  Cross  Roads. 


BATTLE  OF  DANDRIDGE. 

Two  divisions  of  tbe  Fourtb  Corps  and  one  division  of 
tbe  Twenty-tbird  Corps  marcbed  from  tbe  vicinity  of  Blain's 
Cross  Roads  on  January  15,  1864,  under  orders  to  cross  tbe 
Holston  and  proceed  to  Dandridge  on  tbe  Frencb  Broad 
River,  take  a  position  tbat  could  be  beld  and  to  collect  sub- 
sistence and  forage.  Tbe  command  readied  Dandridge  on 
tbe  afternoon  of  tbe  l(3tb.  General  Longstreet  moved  down 
at  once  to  dispute  our  occupation  of  tbat  territory,  and  bis 
cavalry  was  engaged  during  tbe  afternoon 
of  tbe  16tb  by  our  cavalry  corps. 

On  tbe  morning  of  tbe  17tb  tbe 
125tb  Obio,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Moore 
commanding,  was  detailed  for  picket 
duty,  and  tbe  otber  regiments  of  Ilarker's 
brigade  proceeded  to  convert  tbe  wagon 
traiu  into  a  bridge  across  tbe  Frencb 
Broad.  In  tbe  afternoon,  before  tbe 
bridge  was  completed,  tbe  enemy  made 
tbeir  attack. 

Our  cavalry  corps  bad  been  witbdrawn  from  tbe  line 
occupied  on  tbe  16tb,  and  bad  formed  a  sbort  distance  inside 
of  tbe  infantry  picket  line.  Tiie  reserve  of  tbe  125tb  was 
on  tbe  bend  of  Cbucky  road,  in  advance  of  a  small  creek 
near  a  bouse,  tbere  being  anotber  bouse  and  outbuildings  on 
tbe  road  furtber  out.  Tlie  outposts  were  on  tbe  crest  of  a 
ridge  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  in  advance  of  tbe  reserve, 
and  connected  on  tbe  rigbt  witb  outposts  of  tbe  93rd  Obio, 
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of  Wood's  division,  picketing  thence  to  the  river.  Immedi- 
ately in  rear  of  the  reserve  was  a  ridge,  on  the  left  of  the 
road  were  open  fields,  and  on  the  right,  opposite  the  reserve, 
was  a  field  bounded  on  three  sides  by  open  timber.  Part  of 
the  cavalry,  moving  back  to  their  new  position,  passed 
through  our  line,  and  the  troopers  informed  us  that  the 
enemy  was  advancing,  and  would  make  that  vicinity  too  hot 
for  a  picket  line.  Later  the  outposts  were  attacked  furiously 
and  driven  in.  Companies  A  and  C,  retiring  on  the  right, 
remained  deployed  as  skirmishers  and  halted  at  the  edge  ot 
the  woods,  on  our  side  of  the  field;  part  of  Company  F 
came  back  along  the  road,  and  the  rest  with  all  of  Company 
I  retired  to  our  leit  and  joined  the  reserve. 

Colonel  Moore  posted  the  regiment  in  a  depression  on 
the  loft  of  the  road  that  afforded  fair  protection  to  the  men 
when  lying  down.  By  the  time  the  ont- 
})Osts  bad  joined  the  regiment,  the  ridge 
on  our  front,  and  as  far  as  we  conld  see  to 
right  and  left,  was  covered  with  Confed- 
erates, and  their  skirmishers  were  push- 
ing forward  wherever  they  found  cover, 
keeping  up  a  continuous  fire.  Before 
long  they  opened  with  artillery.  Under 
cover  of  the  artillerj'  fire  they  advanced 
lines  on  both  fianks,  our  fire  apparently 
ma.t.  CEN.ixc.  (;.  j'AUKE.  i^gjj^g  hottcr  than  they  cared  to  face  in  a 
direct  advance.  Colonel  Moore  discovered  a  line  advancing 
on  our  left  through  a  cornfield,  and  ordered  the  regiment  to 
rise  up  and  fire  by  rank  left  oblique,  when  the  Confederate 
line  retreated  to  the  base  of  the  ridge.  Next  a  line  advanced 
to  the  edge  of  the  timber  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  gave 
us  a  hot  fire  from  the  right  fiank,  which  continued  until 
Garrard's  1st  Brigade  of  Cavalry  advanced,  our  Companies 
A  and  C  advancing  at  the  same  time,  when  the  enemy  fell 
back,  relieving  us  from  the  cross-fire.     The  enemy,  however, 
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promptly  reformed  liis  line  and  again  advanced,  driving  onr 
people  in  turn  back  to  the  timber  at  our  right  rear.  It  was 
by  that  time  growing  dark,  and  Colonel  Moore  was  ordered 
to  retire.  "We  moved  out  silently,  hoping  to  gain  the  top  of 
the  hill  in  our  rear  without  being  observed,  but  tlie  move- 
ment was  discovered,  and  we  caught  a  hot  lire  while  ascend- 
ing the  hill.  After  passing  to  the  rear  of  the  cavalry  line, 
the  regiment  was  halted  long  enougli  to  build  a  large  nunil)er 
of  camp  fires,  that  the  enemy  might  think  we  were  encamped 
for  the  night,  and  we  then  marched  otf  towards  Strawberry 
Plains,  marching  all  night,  halting  for  an  hour  or  two  about 
daylight,  then  resuming  the  march 
and  arrived  at  Strawl»erry  Plains 
after  noon,  going  into  bivouac  with 
the  brigade  after  crossing  tlie  IIol- 
ston.  But  for  the  fortunate  position 
selected  by  Colonel  Moore  and  his 
excellent  management,  the  125th 
would  have  been  routed  without 
doubt,  and  our  losses  would  have 
been  far  greater.  As  it  was  we  lost 
Lieut.  Seabury  A.  Smith,  acting  Ad- 
jutant, and  three  men  killed,  seven 
men  seriously  and  seven  less  danger- 
ously wounded,  and  seven  men  captured,  hve  of  whom  died 
in  Andersonville  Prison  :  total,  twenty-five. 

General  Parke,  the  senior  general  present,  had  decided 
not  to  risk  a  general  engagement,  and  for  that  reason  started 
the  main  body  of  infantry  towards  Strawberry  Plains,  leav- 
ing the  cavalry  to  hold  the  enemy  otf  until  dark,  and  then 
to  cover  the  retreat.  Our  own  regiment  and  the  93rd  Oliio 
were  probably  left  behind  because  it  was  impracticable  to 
get  them  out  after  they  became  engaged.  The  commanders 
of  the  two  infantry  regiments  engaged  appear  not  to  have 
made  official  reports  of  the  action.     The  officers  of  the  cav- 
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-airy  corps  made  full  reports,  in  which  the  infantry  regiments 
are  mentioned  incidentally.  We  quote  from  these  reports  to 
give  a  fuller  general  description  of  the  engagement : 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  D.  Sturgis,  commanding  the  cavalry  corps, 
reported  : 

"  Colonel  Wolford  was  ordered  to  take  the  right  of  our  line  on  the 
ferry  road,  his  right  resting  on  the  French  Broad  River,  two  miles  al)ove 
Dandridge  ;  Garrard's  division  in  the  center  covering  the  Cliucky  road,  con- 
necting with  Colonel  Wolford's  left  and  Colonel  McCook's  right,  whose 
division  held  the  Bull's  Gap  and  Mossy  Creek  roads. 

"  Receiving  information  about  noon  on  the  17th  that  the  enemy  was 
no  di>ul)t  i)reparing  for  an  attack,  I  oi'dered  my  command  to  form  line  of 
battle  in  the  order  above  indicated,  and  awaited  his 
advance. 

''At  4  p.  M.  the  enemy  drove  in  one  regiment  of 
our  infantry  picketing  inside  of  my  videttes  on  our 
extreme  right,  and  advanced  with  great  fury  on  our 
left,  attacking  Colonel  McCook's  division.  A  bat- 
tery was  then  pushed  forward  by  the  enemy,  shell- 
ing our  center  to  cover  the  advance  of  his  strong 
line  of  infantry. 

"  ]My  whole  line  was  now  engaged,  and  the 
regiment  of  our  infantry  in  front  of  Colonel  Gar- 
rard's division  compelled  to  give  way,  so  that  the 
cavalry  was  on  this  occasion  engaging  the  entire 
force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  three  brigades  of 
infantry  of  Johnson's  and  Hood's  divisions. 

"  The  fighting  was  desperate,  our  troops  chai'ging  repeatedly  and 
driving  the  enemy  from  his  positions,  our  troops  not  falling  back  to  the 
ground  held  by  them  in  the  afternoon  until  after  dark,  when  the  enemy 
moved  up  strong  lines  of  pickets  close  to  our  lines." 

The  infantry  regiment  reported  by  General  Sturgis  as 
driven  in  on  the  extreme  right  was  the  93rd  Ohio.  The 
statement  that  the  regiment  of  our  infantr}-  in  front  of 
Colonel  Garrard  was  compelled  to  give  way,  refers  to  the 
125th  and  to  the  driving  in  of  our  outposts  to  the  line  of 
the  reserve.  The  regiment  did  not  retire  from  the  position 
it  occupied  as  reserve  until  after  dark. 

Col.  Frank  Wolford,  commanding  the  First  Cavalry 
Division,  reported : 
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"The  enemy  advanced  in  considerable  numbers  upon  a  regiment  of 
our  infantry  (93rd  Ohio)  which  had  deployed  as  skirmishers  in  my  front. 
After  a  sharp  contest  they  were  driven  in  and  pursued  with  great  fury.  I 
reinforced  the  infantry  with  a  part  of  the  12th  Kentucky  Cavalrj-  (dis- 
mounted). They  were  not  able  to  resist  the  attack,  and  fell  back.  I  then 
advanced  my  whole  line  to  meet  the  enemy  and  repulsed  him,  driving  them 
back  into  the  woods,  when  night  came  on." 


Colonel  Israel  Garrard,  eomniandiiig  the  second  cavalry 
division,  reported  : 

"  I  formed  in  line  on  the  brow  of  the  l)ank  of  the  creek,  on  the  left  of 
the  bend  of  the  Chucky  road,  my  right  communicating  with  Colonel  Wol- 
ford's  command  and  my  left  with  Colonel  McCook's  command.  Across  the 
creek  and  out  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  was  the  reserve  of  the  infantry 
picket  post.     The  infantry  was,  I  believe,  the  r25th  Ohio,  Colonel  Moore. 

"  In  front  of  my  first  brigade  on  the  right  was  open  fields.  In  front 
of  the  second  brigade  was  heavy  woods,  extending  to  the  top  of  the  large 
hill,  or  rather  double  hill,  which  extended  all  the  way  across  our  front. 
From  the  Morristown  road  to  the  bend  of  Chucky 
road  in  front  and  to  the  right  of  my  position  was  a 
heavy  forest  on  a  plain,  or  rather  level  ground.  At 
the  front  edge  of  this  forest  a  scattering  picket  tiring 
had  continued  for  an  hour,  when  a  heavy  and  sus- 
tained firing  began  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  front 
near  the  Morristown  road.  The  Second  Brigade, 
under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Butler,  dismounted  and 
pushed  forward  rapidly,  taking  position  on  the  right 
of  the  forces  engaged.  They  charged  at  once,  and 
the  rebel  force  fell  back  and  were  driven  out  of  the 
woods  and  from  the  left  half  of  the  big  hill.  The 
rebels  kept  the  right  slope  of  the  hill  and  had  a 
battery  near  the  base  of  it  which  commanded  our  '   '     '       '^'i-^i"- 

position  on  the  creek.  A  portion  of  the  rebel  force  moved  over  from  the 
hill  to  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  drove  our  forces  out  of  the 
woods,  and  reached  a  position  from  which  they  attacked  the  infantry  line 
to  great  advantage.  They  placed  one  or  two  guns  in  position  at  the  edge  of 
the  woods.  A  few  shots  from  my  guns  silenced  them.  I  now  ordered  the 
Second  Brigade  back  to  the  first  position  on  the  bank  overlooking  tlie 
creek.  The  infantry  fell  back  and  formed  on  my  right.  Colonel  Moore 
reported  to  me  that  he  had  but  ten  rounds  of  ammunition.  I  ordered  him 
to  fall  back  toward  Dandridge.  It  was  now  night,  but  the  moonlight 
enabled  us  to  see  that  the  enemy  were  establishing  their  linesJop])Osite  to 
ours  and  moving  bodies  of  troops  in  our  vicinity.  *"  *  ■■••  About  S)  o'clock 
I  received  orders  to  march,  leaving  pickets.     *    * 
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"  The  losses  in  my  command  were  thi'ee  killed  and  twelve  wounded 
in  the  Second  Brigade,  one  killed  and  two  wounded  in  the  First  Brigade." 

Col.  Edward  McCook,  commanding  tlie  left  division  of 
cavaliy,  reported  that  liis  1st  Brigade  was  on  tlie  Mossy  Creek 
road  when  the  engagement  commenced;  w^as  brought  up  to 
the  left  of  his  2nd  Brigade,  but  was  not  engaged,  and  refers 
to  the  report  of  Colonel  LaGrange  for  details  of  the  part 
taken  by  his  2nd  Brigade. 

Colonel  O.  H,  LaGrange,  commanding  the  2nd  Brigade 
of  McCook's  division,  reported  : 

"  A  Ijrigade  of  reljel  cavalry,  under 
Colonel  Harrison,  attacked  one  of  the  pickets 
of  this  brigade  whicli  was  posted  on  an  emi- 
nence to  the  right  of  the  Morristown  road, 
two  miles  from  Dandridge.  As  soon  as  the 
liring  commenced  the  1st  Wisconsin  was  oi'- 
(Icred  out  at  a  trot,  and  dismounted  at  the 
fi  lot  of  the  wooded  hill  on  which  our  jDicket 
was  posted,  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  it 
liefore  the  enemy  and  holding  it  against  him. 
He,  however,  drove  back  our  pickets  so  rap- 
idly that  he  was  enabled  to  open  a  flank  fire 
before  the  regiment  was  brought  into  action." 

The  report  then  goes  on  to  de- 
tail the  incidents  of  the  action,  in 
which  the  entire  brigade  took  part.  Their  flank  was  turned 
by  cavalry  charging  to  capture  their  led  horses,  and  by  the 
time  that  danger  was  averted,  a  front  attack  by  infantry 
forced  them  back  to  their  original  line,  by  which  time  it 
was  dark. 

That  fight  was  to  our  left  and  no  part  of  it  seen  or  heard 
by  us,  the  proceedings  in  our  immediate  vicinity  absorbing 
our  undivided  attention.  In  fact,  we  did  not  know  the  full 
extent  of  the  lines  or  of  the  engagement.  The  losses  in 
LaGrange's  brigade  w^ere  three  killed,  twenty-six  wounded, 
seventeen  missing;  total,  forty-eight.  They  captured  nine- 
teen of  the  enemy. 
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General  Longstreet  reported  : 

"  On  the  17th  a  part  of  Hood's  division  was  moved  down  to  the 
enemy's  immediate  front.  The  sharj^shooters  of  this  division  were  ordered 
to  advance  against  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  Martin's  cavalry  (dismounted) 
were  ordered  to  follow  this  move,  advancing  in  the  enemy's  front.  The 
battalion  of  sharpshooters  were  closelj'  supported  by  the  main  force  of  the 
division,  the  immediate  object  being  to  gain  a  favora]>le  position  for  future 
oiierations." 

Had  General  Parke  sent  the  Fourth  Corps  into  action 
the  enemy  would  have  been  driven  ofl"  easily.  Granger, 
Sheridan  and  Wood  were  disgusted  with  the  order  to  retreat, 
and  reported  to  ha^'e  used  very  vigorous  language  in  expres- 
ing  their  opinions  of  the  proceeding. 

The  movements  of  the  next  few  days  were  upon  the 
theory  that  Longstreet  had  been  re- 
inforced and  was  probably  moving  to 
invest  Knoxville.  The  truth  appears 
to  be  that  Longstreet  had  not  Ijeen  re- 
inforced, but  had  advanced  to  prevent 
the  occupation  of  Dandridge,  and 
when  our  forces  retreated  he  ordered 
a  vigorous  pursuit,  hoping  to  gain 
substantial  advantages,  but  the 
almost  impassable  condition  of  the 
roads  and  the  ditticulty  of  subsisting 
operated  against  bin). 

The    following    letter,   written 
two  days  after  the  fight,  gives  a  good  account  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  125th  : 

Strawberry  Plains,  .Jan.  li),  I8(U. 
Dearest  Wife: 

Have  an  opportunity  to  send  you  a  line  by  Dr.  McHenry,  who  goes 
with  our  sick  and  wounded  to  Knoxville.  Last  Saturday,  the  16th,  we 
reached  Dandridge.  There  had  been  skirmishing  all  day.  We  were  imme- 
diately ordered  out  to  repel  an  attack.  Colonel  Opdycke's  demi-brigade 
was  held  as  a  reserve.  The  rebs  were  driven  with  ease.  Next  morning  I 
received  an  order  to  report  with  the  regiment  for  picket  duty,  and  took  out 
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my  regiment ;  93rd  Ohio  on  my  right,  and  a  brigade  of  cavalry  commanded 
by  Colonel  LaGrange,  1st  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  Pearly  Newton's  Colonel,  on 
my  left.  We  had  a  large  part  of  our  outpost  line  in  an  open  field,  through 
which  the  main  road  to  the  enemy  passed.  My  reserves  were  posted  to 
the  right  and  left  of  this  open  ground  in  woods ;  my  grand  reserve,  under 
my  immediate  control,  in  rear  of  the  above.  I  asked  in  vain  for  another 
regiment  to  picket  in  rear  of  cavalry  on  the  left.  It  was  promised  but  it 
did  not  come.  The  rebels  were  in  plain  sight.  At  noon  the  videttes  were 
engaged  ;  by  3  o'clock  my  outposts  were  attacked.  Their  reserve  went  im- 
mediately to  their  support.  The  fight  became  general  and  severe.  The 
cavalrvwere  driven  back,  vvhieli  enabled  tlie  enemy  to  iwrn  my  left  fiank. 
The  skii-mislicrs  then  were  thrown  back  on  the  grand  reserve,  which  was 

now  attacked  vigorously.  I  had  placed  it  in 
a  semi-circular  natural  rifle  pit,  and  had  the 
men  to  lie  down.  When  we  were  attacked  I 
opened  fire  upon  them  hy  rank.  I  soon  drove 
them  back  and  silenced  their  fire  on  my  left 
and  immediate  front.  As  soon  as  I  would 
cease  firing  they  would  begin  again,  and  then 
we  would  go  at  it.  The  7th  Ohio  Cavalry,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fight,  were  drawn  up 
(in  the  hill  beyond  a  creek  in  my  rear.  Saw 
"Met"  Mitchell  and  Si.  Long.  Sent  my 
compliments  to  Major  Norton,  and  told 
Mitchell  to  tell  them,  "The  12oth  Ohio  is  in 
your  front."  My  skirmishers  on  the  right, 
Companies  A  and  C,  under  the  general  sujaer- 
vision  of  Captain  Bates,  fought  magnificently. 
They  charged  repeatedly  upon  the  enemy, 
and  drove  him  back,  only  in  turn  to  be  driven  by  overwhelming  numbers 
themselves.  The  enemy's  artillery  played  u])on  us  furiously.  No  sup- 
port came  to  our  rescue.  The  cavalry  had  disappeared  from  the  hill  in 
our  rear.  Our  two  guns  there  did  the  best  they  could,  but  could  not  check 
the  enemy.  Lieut.  S.  A.  Smith,  acting  Adjutant,  was  shot  dead  from  his 
horse  by  my  side.  You  remember  him.  Another  was  killed  on  my  right 
and  one  wounded  on  my  left.  Nothing  but  the  nature  of  the  ground  saved 
my  men  from  slaughter.  God  directed  me  to  the  position  I  took  up.  The 
volleys  from  the  concealed  force  dismayed  the  enemy.  Their  sharpshooters 
fired  upon  us  from  the  tree  tops.  Smith  was  killed  by  one.  When  he  fell  I 
was  without  an  aide,  and  asked  for  a  volunteer  orderly  to  mount  his  horse. 
Little  Johnny  Simpson,  Company  G,  volunteered  and  behaved  nobly.  I 
never  saw  men  stick  together  and  fight  so  desperately.  The  new  company 
behaved  like  veterans.  But  all  in  vain.  It  was  night.  No  instructions, 
no  orders,  no  reinforcements ;  the  enemy  in  still  augmenting  force  closing 
upon  us,  stretching  away  beyond  both  my  fianks.     The  93rd  Ohio  had 
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retired ;  the  l'25th  was  alone ;  such  being  the  case,  I  reluctantly  retired  my 
men,  amidst  a  storm  of  lead,  across  the  creek  up  to  the  hill  beyond,  on  the 
crest  of  which  I  re-formed  them  and  sent  in  another  volley,  which  checked 
their  advance  for  the  night.  Several  of  my  command  were  wounded  whilst 
crossing  the  stream,  antl  one  killed.  The  orderly  was  shot  in  the  arm,  and 
at  the  top  of  the  hill  received  another  shot  in  the  side,  and  his  horse  was 
killed.  I  shall  believe  that  the  desjierate  gallantrj'-  of  my  command  saved 
the  town  and  forces  froui  capture.  Still  waited  imjiatiently  for  orders.  My 
flanks  were  unprotected,  my  command  liable  to  capture.  At  this  juncture 
dismounted  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Garrard,  7th  O.  \\  I.,  advanced  as  skir- 
mishers to  crest  of  hill.  I  reported  to  him,  and  rei'eived  permission  to 
return  to  crest  of  hill  next  in  rear  of  cavalry,  when  I  had  arms  stacked, 
and  after  throwing  out  advanced  guard  had  my  men  rest.  Could  find  no 
infantry  yet,  a  strange  thing  it  seemed  when  I  considered  there  were  two 
entire  divisions.  Wood's  and  Sheridan's,  there  that  morning;  neither  did  I 
receive  any  orders. 

Sent  fatigue  party  out  on  my  right  to  l)uild  fires  on  the  hill,  to  repi'esent 
camps  of  regiments,  to  make  the  rebels  believe  fresh  troops  liad  arrived. 
Sent  Captain  Bates,  acting  Major,  to  whose 
valuable  services  I  am  greatly  indebted,  to 
endeavor  to  communicate  with  headquarters 
for  orders.  He  returned  at  length,  and  after 
a  while  a  Wisconsin  regiment  of  cavalry  re- 
lieved us,  and  we,  as  ordered,  proceeded  t(i 
join  our  brigade,  and  then  we  learned  that 
preparations  for  retreat  had  been  going  on  all 
day.  Colonel  Opdycke's  demi-brigade  had 
been  out  hard  at  work  building  bridges.  HV 
were  left  unprotected  for  fear  of  bringing  on  a 
general  engagement,  as  Longstreet  was  regarded 
as  too  strong  for  us.  The  new  route  was 
found  impractical)le,  and  the  retreat  to  Straw- 
berry Plains  was  made  principally  over  the 
road  upon  which  we  advanced.  My  loss  is 
five  killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  and  per- 
haps a  few  missing.  Colonel  Marker,  our  bi'igade  commander,  and  General 
Sheridan,  our  division  commander,  who  witnessed  part  of  our  fighting, 
pronounced  the  conduct  of  the  regiment  magnificent.     •■■     ®    * 

And  so,  my  dearest  wife,  I  celebrated  your  birthday.  God  spared  me 
to  yon  and  Hasie  and  Pa  and  Ma.  A  bullet  hole  through  the  sleeve  of  my 
overcoat  shows  how  near  to  harm  I  came.  I  rode  a  beautiful  mule,  the 
finest  I  ever  saw,  my  secesh  mare  having  failed.  At  first  I  feared  he  would 
be  unmanageable,  but  he  soon  became  perfectly  used  to  the  whistle  of  balls- 
I  send  you  the  enclosed  order  for  a  birthday  present. 

Yours    T). 
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-Maitiiia^  C.  Callahan.  A. 


OUR  LOSSES. 


Conrad  Ling,  of  F,  was  killed  about  5  p.  .al,  sljot  tlirongh 
the  liead.  He  was  a  Mexican  veteran,  a  model  soldier  and 
Christian  gentleman.  His  widow  wrote  pleading  letters  to 
Captain  Parks,  asking  that  his  remains  be  sent  home,  but  it 
was  impossible  to  comply  witli  the  request. 

Charles  H.  Beckwith,  of  H,  was  wounded  early  in  the 
light,  taken  back  to  Dandridge,  and  died  tliere  the  same  day. 


LOSSES  AT  DANDRIDGE. 


liichard  P.  Likens,  of  D,  fell  as  we  were  ascending  the 
hill  at  dusk.  Ord.  Sergt.  Henry  N.  Pentield,  of  F,  stopped 
with  him  a  moment,  loosened  his  belt  and  phiced  his  blanket 
under  his  head,  then  hastened  on.  Later,  when  the  enemy's 
fire  ceased,  Penfield  called  for  vohmteers,  and  with  four 
comrades  went  back  and  brouglit  Likens  up.  lie  died 
within  a  few  minutes  afterwards.  Ling,  Beck  and  Likens 
are  now  resting  in  the  cemetery  at  Knoxville. 

Our  list  of  badlv  wounded  at  Dandrids'e  is  M.  C.  Calla- 
han,   of  A ;    Franklin   J.   Fobes,   of   B ; 
John  D.  Mahan  and  Waker  Cheney,  of 
C  ;  Henry  Graham  and  Orlanda  Shoults, 
of  F,  and  John  Simpson,  of  G, 

Those  captured  were  Anson  E.  Hay- 
ford,  of  C  ;  Jefferson  Melick  and  Benja- 
min Vaughn,  of  F  ;  Brookens  H.  Brittain 
and  James  Pierson,  of  H;  Ord.^Sergt. 
James  Hanson  and  Jacob  Brooks,  of  I. 
All  were  taken  to  Andersonville  Prison. 
Hanson  and  Melick  survived  the  hard-  hkxky  grauam,  f. 
ships  of  that  horrible  pen  and  are  still  living.  The  others 
died  in  the  prison  —  Hayford,  June  24,  1864,  grave  2424; 
Vaughn,  August  1,  grave  4450;  Brittain,  August  4,  grave 
4684;  Pierson,  August  31,  grave  7384,  and  Brooks  June  14, 
grave  1937. 

When  the  fight  began  Colonel  Moore  sent  Com[iauy  H 
forward  to  a  low  rail  fence  midway  to  the  ridge  at  the  foot 
of  which  was  Captain  Parks'  reserve.  Seeing  the  movement, 
Company  F  retreated,  part  of  the  men  going  to  our  left  with 
Company  I,  and  part  to  our  right,  thus  enabling  Company  LI 
to  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The  men  of  F  coming  down  the 
road  stopped  at  a  residence  and  took  possession  of  a  shed, 
from  which  they  did  eftective  shooting.  It  was  there  that 
Graham  and  Shoults  were  wounded  and  Vaughn  and  Melick 
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were  captured.  James  Willemin  and  Jose[)li  Keys  made 
tlieir  way  back  from  tlie  slied  about  dusk.  When  II  retretited 
to  the  main  line  Brittain  and  Piersou  were  behind  a  stump 
at  the  riii;ht,  and  under  such  severe  fire  they  dared  not  rise 
up.  Hanson  and  Brooks,  of  I,  lino-ered  too  h)ns^  wlien  the 
company  began  the  retreat  and  were  caught.     Hayford  was 

picked  up  in  one  of  the  charges 
made  by  A  and  C  on  our  right. 
Mahan  and  Cheney  were  wounded 
in  the  same  charge.  Cheney  was 
one  of  our  youngest  boys,  born  No- 
vember 20,  1848 — fifteen  years  old 
when  wounded.  He  remained  with 
the  regiment  and  served  to  the  end. 
M.  C.  Callahan  was  wounded  in 
one  of  the  charges  made  by  A  and 
C,  and  was  left  lying  on  the  field 
supposed  to  be  dead,  and  so  borne 
on  the  rolls  for  two  months.  The 
enemy  found  him  and  their  surgeons  pronounced  his  wound 
mortal.  They  left  liim  at  the  residence  of  Judge  J.  P.  Swan, 
a  prominent  Union  man  near  Dandridge.  On  March  19  he 
escaped,  and  passed  through  the  enemy's  line  under  the 
guidance  of  a  slave  sent  b}'  Mrs.  Swan,  and  reached  I^ew- 
market  on  the  same  day,  where  he  was  found  on  the  street 
in  a  helpless  condition  and  cared  for  by  our  troops. 

Some  of  the  "  boys  "  will  be  disappointed  if  we  fail  to 
record  some  incidents  of  that  afternoon  at  Dandridge  that 
are  often  recalled  in  our  reunion  talks.  Shortly  before  the 
attack  on  the  picket  began,  some  of  the  boys  on  the  outposts 
discovered  and  shot  a  hog.  When  the  fight  began  the  hog 
was  hanging  from  a  limb  of  a  tree,  and  tlie  rapid  advance  of 
the  enemy  gave  the  boys  no  time  to  cut  up  and  distribute 
tlie  prize.  Before  the  pickets  reached  the  reserve  in  their 
retreat,  they  saw  a  party  of  Longstreet's  troopers  liah,  cut 
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down  and  appropriate  the  pork.  That  was  the  lirst  contri- 
bution of  the  125th  Ohio  to  the  support  of  the  Confederacy. 
When  Company  II  lined  up  to  the  fence  and  began  tiring, 
Corp.  I^Toah  H.  Willey,  who  was  a  large  man,  dropped  to  liis 
knees,  fired  and  began  to  k)ad.  IIis  head  was  on  a  line  with 
the  top  rail,  and  a  l)ullet  passing  through  the  rail  struck  him 
fairl}'  in  tlie  center  of  the  forehead,  but  fortunately  with  not 
enough  force  to  break  the  bone.  He  was  somewhat  dazed 
for  a  minute,  then  realizing  the  narrowness  of  his  escape,  he 
turned,  Avith  an  expression  of  horror  on  his  face,  and  said  : 
"Lieutenant,  let  us  retreat."  In  spite  of  the  surroundings 
his  request  was  answered  by  peals 
of  laughter  from  his  comrades,  and 
instantly  Willey  was  himself  again, 
joining  in  the  merriment. 

LOUDON. 

On  January  21  the  125th  Ohio 
marched  from  Strawberry  Plains 
with  the  command  to  Knoxville, 
and  thence  to  Loudon,  arriving  at 
the  latter  place  on  the  24th. 

The  Fourth  Corps  was  distribu- 
ted as  follows:  Harkers'  and  Wagner's  brigades  at  Loudon, 
Sherman's  brigade  at  Kingston,  Hazen's  brigade  at  Lenoir's 
Station,  Willich's  and  Beatty's  brigades  at  Maryville. 

At  Loudon  log  cabins  were  erected,  supplies  came  for- 
ward in  a  short  time,  and  the  troops  lived  in  comparative 
comfort.  Mess  chests,  valises  and  camp  equipage  were  for- 
warded from  Chattanooga,  arriving  February  10. 

Among  the  convalescents  who  came  up  with  the  haggage 
was  Newcomer,  of  F,  who  rode  into  camp  on  a  pony,  for 
which  he  had  traded  his  watch.  Forage  being  scarce.  Colo- 
nel Moore  told  him  he  could  liave  a  pass  and  must  go  out 
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and  dispose  of  his  charger.  On  the  next  da}'  he  sold  the 
animal  to  Barbara  Green,  receiving  in  part  pay  a  suppl}-  of 
vegetables  and  taking  her  promissory  note  for  the  balance. 
He  has  the  note  yet. 

On  February  18  our  brigade  marched  to  Sweet  Water, 
and  returned  on  the  22nd. 

On  tlie  20tli  Longstreet  had  a  force  of  infantry  across 
the  Holston  at  Strawberry  Plains.  On  the  23rd  he  had  with- 
drawn and  was  reported  to  be  retir- 
ing towards  Virginia.  The  Ninth 
Corps,  Second  Division,  Twenty- 
third  Corps,  and  Tliird  Division, 
Fourth  Corps,  were  ordered  to  march 
in  pursuit.  Under  that  order  Wood's 
division  moved  to  New  Market. 

One  of  the  incidents  of  the 
closing  days  of  February  was  an 
inspection  by  Lieut.  Col.  C.  B.  Corn- 
stock,  Assistant  Inspector  General, 
from  whose  report  we  quote  to  show- 
that  the  125th  maintained  its  effi- 
ciency in  spite  of  discouraging  surroundings: 

Headquarters 
Military  Divison  of  the  Mississippi, 

Nashville,  Texn.,  Feb.  27,  1S64. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  8.  Bowers, 

Assislant  Adjutant  General: 
Sir  :     I  have  the  honor  to  report  generally  the  results  of  a  recent 
inspection  of  that  jaart  of  the  Army  of  the  Ohio  in  the  vicinity  of  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.  * 

Second  Division,  Fourth  Army  Corps,  Major  General  Sheridan  com- 
manding: This  division  is  stationed  in  the  vicinity  of  Loudon.  Of  its 
three  brigades,  two  are  in  very  good  condition  as  regards  arms,  bearing  and 
drill,  Colonel  Barker's  brigade  deserving  especial  notice ;  and  of  the  regi- 
ments in  the  brigade,  the  125th  Ohio  deserved  notice  for  its  drill  and  clean- 
ness of  arms.  Clothing  is  not  good  in  the  division,  some  regiments  being 
badly  delicient.     '■*     ®     •■'' 

C.    B.    Co.MSTOCK, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector  General. 
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In  the  entire  i'e[)()rt,  ineliiding  the  Xintli,  Twenty-third 
and  Fourth  Corps,  the  125th  Ohio  is  the  only  regiment  espe- 
cially mentioned  by  way  of  commendation.  As  we  have 
discovered  this  official  commendation  for  the  first  time,  moi-e 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  after  it  was  written,  in  the 
printed  records  of  the  rebellion  (Serial  No.  59,  p.  484),  our 
comrades  of  other  regiments  will  not  find  fault  with  us,  we 
think,  for  giving  it  still  greater  publicity. 

Our  brigade  remained  in  winter  cpiarters  at  Loudon 
until  the  18th  of  April.  Colonel 
Opdycke  and  a  number  of  officers 
and  men  made  brief  visits  to  Ohio. 
Chaplain  John  W.  Lewis  joined  the 
regiment.  Men  returned  from  hos- 
pitals  and  recruits  came  from  Ohio, 
so  that  by  spring  we  had  over  five 
hundred  present  for  duty. 

Im})ortant  changes  were  made 
in  the  organization  of  the  army.  On 
March  12,  Grant,  having  been  made 
Lieutenant  General,  was  assigned  to 
command  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  fla:  Major  General  Halleck.  Sherman  succeeded  to 
the  command  of  the  ^^litary  Division  of  the  Mississippi  and 
McPherson  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  Our  division 
commander,  Sheridan,  was  sent  east  to  command  the  cavalry 
corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  instead  of  }tromoting 
one  of  our  own  Ijrigadiers,  Brig.  Gen.  John  I^ewton  came 
from  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  to  take  Sheridan's  place  in 
the  Fourth  Corps.  The  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  Corps  were 
consolidated  and  called  the  Twentieth  Corps,  and  General 
Hooker  assigned  to  its  command.  The  same  order  relieved 
General  Granger  and  assigned  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Fourth  Corps.  General  Granger  went  to  the 
Department  of  the  Clult.     General   Slocum,  of  the  Tw^elfth 
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Corps,  went  to  Yieksburg.  Gen.  Jolm  M.  Schotield  suc- 
ceeded General  Foster  in  command  of  the  Army  and  De}>art- 
ment  of  the  Ohio. 

Longstreet  left  East  Tennessee  the  last  of  March  to 
join  General  Lee  in  Virginia ;  the  T\vent3'-third  and  Fourth 
Corps    prepared    to    move    down    and    join    the    forces    at 

Chattanooga  for  the  advance 
to  Atlanta.  On  April  11 
General  Howard  reviewed 
our  division  at  Loudon. 
April  18  we  marched  to 
Sweetwater,  on  the  19th  to 
Athens,  on  the  20th  to 
Charleston,  on  the  21st  to 
Cleveland.  The  next  two 
weeks  were  emploj'ed  in 
preparing  for  the  spring- 
campaign. 

From  January  1  to 
April  30,  1864,  the  125th 
lost  from  tlie  rolls,  in  addi- 
tion to  losses  in  the  battle 
of  Dandridge,  the  following 
comrades  : 

By  death — Peter  S. 
Bradlield,  of  E  ;  Amos  Tuttle,  of  F  ;  Calvin  Todd,  of  D  ; 
John  Weller,  of  H;  Peter  S.  Blair,  Daniel  W.  Hair,  John 
Butler  and  George  Wharton,  of  I;  Ernest  Lutz  and  Alex. 
W.  Cleveland,  of  K.  Bradlield  died  of  wounds  received  at 
Mission  liidge  or  Chickamauga. 

By  resignation  for  physical  disability  —  Capt.  William  C. 
Bunts,  Lieut.  Horace  Welch,  Lieut.  Samuel  Heiks  and  Capt. 
M.  V.  B.  King.  Captain  Bunts  had  been  serving  for  some 
months  on   the  statf  of  the  department  commander.     King 
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was  at  home  suffering'  from   liis  wounds,  and  was  commis- 
sioned captain  l)ut  not  mustered  as  such. 

Discharged  on  surgeon's  certiiicate  of  disability — Levi 
F.  Millier  and  Edwin  A.  Gilbert,  of  D;  David  M.  Kerr  and 
Samuel  Maxwell,  of  E  ;  Joseph  Withers,  of  G  ;  Lewis  Schel- 
don,  of  H,  and  Frederick  Pool,  of  I. 

By  expiration  of  term  of  enlistment  —  Gei'shon  Broad- 
belt,  of  F. 

Transferred  to  A'eteran  Reserve 
Corps — John  H.  Stamp  and  Francis 
Tool,  of  A  ;  Ephraim  E.  Peck,  of  B  ; 
Sergt.  S.  X.  Jones,  of  C ;  Jacob 
"Winans  of  D  ;  Joseph  C.  Randolph 
and  Thomas  Elder,  of  E  ;  John  Mc- 
Merrill,  of  F  ;  Daniel  Brown,  of  H  ; 
Manlius  Gartner  and  George  H. 
Stull,  of  L 

Transferred  to  United  States 
Xavy  —  Andrew  J.  Wright  of  D,  and 

Ttr-ii-  TA    /^      -a-      -t-  XT  Lieut.  11.  A.  DuNAi.nsDN  (i.soo). 

William  DeGraiT,  or  H. 

x^o  mention  has  been  made  of  promotions  of  our  com- 
missioned officers.  Each  vacancy  was  tilled  as  it  occurred  by 
promotion  of  the  officer  next  in  rank.  Up  to  the  opening 
of  the  Atlanta  campaign  the  promotions  were  :  Major  Moore 
to  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Captain  Bruff  to  Major,  First  Lieu- 
tenants Stewart,  Moses,  Whitesides  and  Carter  to  (yaptains, 
Second  Lieutenants  Powers,  Clark,  Dickson  and  Evans  to 
First  Lieutenants.  The  following  Sergeants  had  been  com- 
missioned Second  Lieutenants:  Xyrum  Pliillips,  Ralsa  D. 
Rice,  Freeman  Thoman,  Henry  N".  Steadman,  David  K. 
Blystone,  Richard  K.  Hulse,  Alson  C.  Dilley,  Charles  Leim- 
back.  Freeman  Collins,  Henry  A.  Donaldson,  Henry  N. 
Penfield,  C.  C.  Chapman  and  Rolin  D.  Barnes.  Phillips 
and  Rice  had  again  l)een   promoted  to  First   Lieutenants. 
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UNITED  STATES  FORCi:S, 
COMMANDED    BY    MA.T.    (iEN.    AVILLIAM    T.    SlIERMAX. 

May  7,  lsii4. 

Armi/  of  ilu    Cuinhcrland — ]\[a.i.  Gen.  George  H.  Thu.mas. 

Fourth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  O.  0.  Howard.  Divisions — First,  IVIaj. 
Gen.  D.  S.  Stanley;  Second,  Bri.e.  Gen.  John  Xewton  ;  Third,  Brig.  (xen. 
T.  J.  Wood. 

Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  ^l.  Pahiier.  Divisions  — 
First,  Brig.  Gen.  R.  W.Johnson;  Second,  Brig.  (-Jen.  J.  C.  Davis;  Third, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  Baird. 

Twentieth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Hool^er.  Divisions  —  First, 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  S.Williams;  Second,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  W.  Geary;  Tliird,  Maj. 
Gen.  D.  Butterfield. 

Cavalry  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  Washington  L.  Elliott.  Divisions  —  First, 
Brig.  Gen.  E.  N.  Mc(Jook ;  Second,  Brig.  Gen.  K.  (jarrard  ;  Third,  Brig. 
Gen.  J.  Kilpatrick. 

Ai'vinj  <if  thr  Tennessi'i' — Ma.t.  (Jex.  James  1>.  McI*iiekson. 

Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  .lohn  A.  Eogan.  Divisions  —  First, 
Brig.  Gen.  P.  J.  Osterhaus ;  Second,  Brig.  Gen.  ]M.  L.  Smitli ;  Fourth,  Brig. 
Gen.  William  HaiTow. 

Sixteenth  Army  Corjas,  Maj.  Gen.  Grenville  M.  Dodge.  Divisions  — 
Second,  Brig.  Gen.  T.  W.  Sweeney;  Fourth,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  C.  Yeatch. 

]Maj.  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair,  with  M.  D.  Leggett's  and  W.  (}.  Gresham's 
divisions  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  joined  June  S. 

^irmi/  (if  the  OJiio  —  Ma.j.  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield. 

Twenty-tliird  Army  Corps,  Maj.  Gen.  John  M.  Schotield.  Divisions  — 
First,  Brig.  Gen.  A.  P.  Hovey  ;  Second,  Brig.  Gen.  H.  :M.  Judah  ;  Third, 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  D.  Cox. 

Cavalry,  Maj.  Gen.  George  Stoneman's  division. 

Grand  aggregate  present  May  7  —  Troops,  98,797;'  guns,  L'54. 
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CONFEDERATE  FORCES, 
COMMANDED    BY    GEN.    JOSEPH    E.    JOHNSTON. 

Hardee's  Army  Corp^■,  Lieut.  Gen.  William  J.  Hardee.  Division  Com- 
manders—  Maj.  Gen.  B.  F.  Cheatham,  Maj.  Gen.  P.  R.  Cleburne,  Maj.  Gen. 
W.  H.  T.  Walker  and  Maj.  Gen.  William  H.  Bate. 

Hood's  Army  Corps,  Lieut.  Gen.  John  B.  Hood.  Division  Com- 
manders—  Maj.  Gen.  T.  C.  Hindman,  I\Iaj.  Gen.  C.  L.  Stevenson  and  Maj. 
Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart. 

Polk's  Army  Corps,  Lieut,  (ren.  Leonidas  Polk.  Division  Command- 
ers—  Maj.  Gen.  William  W.  Lorinij:,  Maj.  Gen.  Samuel  G.  French  and  Brig. 
Gen.  James  Cautey. 

Cavalry  Corps,  'SI a].  Gen.  Joseph  Wheeler.  Division  Commanders  — 
Maj.  Gen.  W.  T.  Martin,  Brig.  Gen.  J.  H.  Kelly,  Brig.  Gen.  W.  Y.  C.  Humes 
and  Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  Jackson. 


General  Cox,  in  an  apjjundix  to  his  excellent  account  of  the  Atlanta 
Campaign,  foots  up  Johnston's  force  present  for  dutj^,  at  Dalton  53,000,  at 
Resaca  71,000;  total  before  crossing  the  Chattahoochee,  86,000.  Deducting 
losses,  it  is  probable  Johnston  never  had  more  than  three  men  to  four  in 
Sherman's  ranks. 


ATLANTA    CAMPAIGN. 


Oclte 


i;?,d\  r^r-^.\n  K^ .  ;^'  '  :E /^*^^3  ^    -^/~  !^-  • 


^ah5      y*;^ 


^ — ^        '  ~^         "^V^^raysvliTle        fin. 


iji^  ^>  f^o^ 


<\   ,  +  uftnei  Mill  s--         -- v-^  r -jjiii, 

li^-^i^I    lllil    Ao    Ls  ISC'?  pd)  .t  .liny  fi.Aft.lSliJ 
—  H  -«     ^  \,jip  oraoclT  >Aoc  Fib. -23,  )la.>/y.  IS(!J. 


*J     All    nfl?hcl,^  lAcp  1ll>  r.'jTsfil.     \U 
^  Ann  Hl.ll  i>msZ^    rhoPT  M T 
0  fl  LTO  N**  K  fu    R  J„ 


M    U     'R     R      a  ;V      .■'•conna 


?fori  Mouu 


w 


'"'1Ji1:'°L   ip  \      QSpm4  Place       PA        .   , 


"■A 


^-~    —  /         jFlaib 


in.  ~ii,i,-  'J.  !::.ii 'Rejsaca  Buu 

i;-34.i.-..i>.i.i-THr?. >  /-r — >,  ."i 


rnoo  FaciSrj:^;  L3yV:or'Tanne'r-s^Fe^ryj.>r<raue^^ 

C    H    AfP  T    O    g;/C,-A=  ;     QisG^.f^i?    RRedeCD    / 

Summerviif,,"'*  ^    ,     v    '^';       ;?(,„-, .i.iiula  (       c-'-ifCA  LH  OU  IVj^ 


Ch.\tt.\xoog.\  to  Res.\c.\. 


CHAPTER  X. 


ATLANTA    CAMPAIGN. 


The  125tli  Oliio  constituted  one  two-bnndredth  part  of 
Sherman's  army,  having  entered  upon  the  campaign  with 
517  officers  and  men,  255  of  whom  were  killed  or  seriously 
wounded  before  Atlanta  fell.  The  regiment  served  to  the 
end  of  that  campaign  in  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Fourth  Corps.  The  brigade  was  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen. 
Charles  G.  Harker  until  he  was  killed  in  the  assault  at 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  when  Brig.  Gen.  Luther  P.  Bradley 
succeeded  to  the  command.  The 
brigade  consisted  of  the  22nd,  27th, 
42nd,  51st  and  79th  Illinois,  3rd 
Kentucky,  64th,  65th  and  125th 
Ohio  Infantry  ;  Battery  M,  1st  Illi- 
nois, and  Battery  A,  1st  Ohio  Light 
Artillery.  Tlie  term  of  service  of 
the  22nd  Illinois  expired  June  10, 
and  of  the  27th  Illinois,  August  25, 
and  these  two  regiments  were  mus- 
tered out  at  the  dates  stated.  The 
batteries  were  merged  into  an  ar- 
tiller}"  brigade  July  26.  Colonel 
Opdycke  commanded  the  125th  until  he  was  wounded  at 
Resaca,  May  14,  from  which  date  Lieut.  Col.  David  H. 
Moore  was  in  command.  Colonel  Opdycke  did  not  leave 
the  command  when  wounded,  and  in  a  few  days  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  a  dend-brigade,  in  Avhich  capacity  he  was 
still  our  commander  until  August  6,  when  he  was  assigned 
to  permanent  command  of  the  First  Brigade  in  the  same 
division,  to  which  our  regiment  was  transferred  at  the  close 
of  the  campaign. 
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THE  LINE  OF  ADVANCE. 


The  railway  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta  passes  throngh 
Ringgold,  Dalton,  Resaca,  Calhoun,  Adairsville,  Kingston, 
Allatoona,  Ackworth,  Big  Shanty,  Marietta  and  other  towns 
made  famons  by  the  conflict  of  arms.  The  most  important 
streams  crossed  b}^  the  line  are  the  Oostananla,  the  Etowah 
and  the  Chattahoochee.     These  rivers  and  their  tributaries 

and  the  mountains,  ridges  and  hills 
of  Northern  Georgia  were  Johnston's 
faithful  allies,  offsetting  to  a  great 
extent  Sherman's  superior  numerical 
strength. 

Sherman's  line  of  advance  was 
necessarily  along  the  line  of  railway 
by  which  liis  supplies  were  received. 
Johnston  was  also  under  the  necessity 
of  holding  the  railway  line  to  his 
rear.  His  policy  was  to  relinquish 
a  position  only  when  it  could  be  held 
no  longer  without  losing  his  railway, 
and  then  to  fall  back  a  short  distance  to  another  line  selected 
and  fortified  in  advance. 

Sherman  followed  his  opponent  step  by  step,  his  troops 
fighting  their  way  into  close  contact  with  the  enemy's 
intrenchments,  where  they  covered  themselves  with  like 
defenses,  and  then  extended  to  right  or  left  to  overlap  and 
flank  the  enemj^'s  position.  When  that  failed,  thin  lines 
were  left  in  the  intrenchments  and  a  strong  column  swung 
ofl",  and  by  a  detour  threatened  Johnston's  line  of  communi- 
cation, compelling  him  to  fight  or  fall  back.  He  usually  did 
both,  trying  on  interior  lines  to  strike  the  flanking  force  with 
superior  numbers  and  gain  substantial  advantage  before  it 
could  be  reinforced,  and  then  retreating  to  his  next  intrenched 
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line.     The  operations  on   both  sides  "svere  prosecuted  witli 
relentless  energy.     Every  movement  invoh'cd  fighting. 


DALTOX. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  the  Confederate 
Army  was  encamped  at  Dalton.  Rocky  Face  Ridge,  extend- 
ing from  a  few  miles  north  of  Dalton  soutliwestward,  passing 
the  town  at  a  distance  of  about  three  miles,  is  the  natural 
defensive  line.  The  railroad  passes  through  the  Ridge  at 
Mill  Creek  Gap.  On  both  sides  of  the  Gap  defensive  works 
had  been  constructed  on  the  Ridge  and  connected  north  of 
the  Gap  with  a  line  of  earthworks,  extending  eastward  to 
the  railroad  from  Dalton  to  Cleveland  and  thence  southward 
east  of  the  town.  They  also  held  a  parallel  ridge  called 
Tunnel  Hill  as  an  advanced  post.  Sherman's  plan  was  for 
Thomas  and  Schoiield  to  move  directly  upon  the  enemy's 
position,  while  McPherson  should 
pass  through  gaps  and  defiles  several 
miles  to  the  right  of  the  main  body 
and  endeavor  to  break  the  railway 
near  Resaca. 

On  May  3,  Schoficld  arrived  at 
Cle\eland  and  Howard  advanced  to 
Red  Clay,  our  division  marching 
twelve  miles  ;  Palmer  concentrated 
at  Ringgold,  and  Hooker  came  up  on 
Palmer's  right.  On  the  4th,  Howard 
moved  to  Catoosji  Springs,  three 
miles  east  of  Ringgold,  and  Davis' 
division  of  Palmer's  corps  advanced  to  Stone  Cliurch,  three 
miles  soutli  of  Ringgold.  On  the  5th,  Dodge's  corps  reached 
Chattanooga  by  rail,  followed  by  Logan's  cor[»s  on  the  <lth, 
and  botli  moved  to  Lee  and  Gordon's  Mill. 


15.  Parks  (1s<)5). 


224 


OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 


TUNNEL  HILL. 
On  Saturday,  May  7,  the  canipaig-n  opened  in  earnest. 
It  was  thought  tliat  Tunnel  Hill  would  be  defended  stub- 
bornly, and  an  overwhelming  force  was  directed  against  it. 
The  Fourteenth  Corps  moved  on  the  direct  road  from  Ring- 
gold, the  Fourth  Corps  advanced  to  a  cross  road,  where 
Stanley  and  Wood  turned  to  the  right  and  headed  for  the 
north  end  of  Tunnel  Hill,  leaving  Newton  to  cover  the 
tiank.  Scholield  arrived  later  from  Red  Clay,  when  our 
division  followed  Wood,  and  was  posted  in  reserve  near  the 
north  end  of  Tunnel  Hill.  Hooker  advanced  to  a  point 
three  miles  to  the  right  of  Tunnel  Hill.  The  enemy's  cav- 
alry offered  but  slight  resistance,  the  only  fighting  of 
consequence  being  at  the  center.  Davis'  division  of  the 
Fourteenth  Corps  was  in  advance,  with  the  52nd  Ohio, 
Maj.  James  T.  Holmes,  commanding,  on  the  skirmisli  line. 
Holmes  drove  the  enemy's  cavalry  steadily  until  he  drew  fire 

from  the  enemy's  guns  on  Tunnel 
Hill.  Davis  placed  a  feW'  guns  in 
position  to  respond  to  the  enemy's, 
and  his  leading  brigade  (Dan.  Mc- 
Cook's)  deployed.  The  lines  then 
advanced  again.  Major  Holmes  mak- 
ing an  attack  below  the  town,  for 
which  he  was  complimented  in 
Davis'  report.  By  that  time  Stan- 
ley's division  of  the  Fourth  Corps 
had  ascended  the  north  end  of  the 
Ridge,  and  were  moving  on,  render- 
cuL.  jas.  t.  Holmes, 52ud  o.v.  I.     -j-,^  ^^^  euemy's  positiou  untenable, 

and  they  retreated  tow^ards  Mill  Creek  Gap. 

The  52nd  Ohio  can  claim  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
infantry  regiment  to  meet  the  enemy  in  that  campaign.  The 
125th  Ohio  w^as  a  close  second,  having  been  selected  to  open 
the  battle  on  the  next  day. 
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At  daylight  on  Sunday,  May  8,  Colonel  Opdycke  was 
called  to  brigade  headquarters,  shown  a  map  of  the  region, 
furnished  a  guide  and  instructed  to  move  with  the  125th  in 
advance  of  the  brigade  to  the  north  end  of  Rocky  Face  Ridge 
and  if  possible  to  etfect  a  lodgement  on  tlie  summit.  The 
command  marched  about  two  miles  to  the  north  end  of  the 
Ridge,  where  the  enemy's  skirmishers  were  encountered. 
Our  skirmishers  at  first  moved  as  if  intending  to  pass  around 
the  end  of  the  Ridge,  and  when  the  enemy's  attention  was 
fixed  upon  that  move.  Colonel  Opdycke  directed  the  regi- 
ment to  ascend  the  west  slope,  moving  under  cover  of  trees 
and  in  a  direction  diagonal  to  that  of  the  Ridge.  Compa- 
nies E  and  F  led  the  cohimn  as  skirmishers.  Company  D 
came  next,  also  deployed  as  skir- 
mishers. Companies  I,  C  and  Iv 
formed  a  third  line,  and  that  was 
followed  by  H,  G,  A  and  B  in  col- 
umn. Colonel  0[>dycke  and  the 
guide  went  forward  with  Company 
F,  which  being  on  the  left  vvould 
first  reach  the  summit.  The  slope 
was  steep  and  rocky.  It  is  proba1)le 
the  enemy  did  not  expect  an  attempt 
to  ascend  from  the  west.  At  all 
events  the  men  on  the  left  of  F 
reached  the  summit  before  a  shot 
was  fired  upon  them,  and  w^ere  cpiickly  followed  by  their  com- 
rades. The  enemy's  skirmishers  at  that  point  fied  down  the 
eastern  slope.  Opdycke  at  once  ordered  an  advance  south- 
ward, which  the  enemy  resisted  stubbornly,  but  they  were 
forced  back  from  one  position  to  another  for  a  mile  or  more. 
The  enemy's  troops  encountered  were  of  Brig.  Gen.  E.  W. 
Pettus'  l)rigade  of  Stevenson's  division.  Hood's  corps.  The 
regiments  in  that  brigade  were  the  20th,  23rd,  30th,  31st  and 
46th  Alabama.     Opdycke  hoped  to  capture  the  rebel  signal 
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station,  located  midway  from  tlie  north  end  to  Mill  Creek 
Gap,  and  pushed  things  energetically.  At  one  point  where 
tlie  summit  was  wide  enough  for  a  company  front,  Company 
C  went  to  the  front  and  fired  a  volley,  and  the  regiment 
then  charged,  driving  the  enemy  into  breastworks  that 
proved  to  be  impregnable.  But  the  fight  was  kept  up  all 
day,  the  men  working  forward,  keeping  under  cover  of  rocks 
and  trees,  and  firing  at  every  enemy  who  showed  a  head  or 
hand  above  the  works. 

The  losses  were  severe  for  such  an  aftair — four  killed 
and  twenty-one  wounded  in  the  125th.  The  killed  were 
Cornelius  Infildt,  of  A ;  Eli  Swineheart  and  Simeon  Carlton, 
of  C,  and  Marion  T.  Murphy,  of  F.  Cap- 
tain Parks,  of  F,  was  shot  through  the 
left  wrist,  but  did  not  leave  the  ranks  un- 
til ordered  to  do  so  some  time  later. 
Murphy  was  near  Parks  and  was  struck 
a  moment  later,  a  ball  shattering  his  left 
thigh.  When  first  struck,  he  said  :  "  Oh 
my  poor  wife  and  children  ? "  and  then 
requested  Sergeant  Jewell  to  assist  him 
to  get  away.  Swineheart  and  Carlton 
were  struck  down  when  Company  C  went 
forward  to  fire  the  volley  mentioiied  above.  Carlton  was 
not  instantly  killed,  but  was  carried  from  the  field  and  died 
the  same  evening.  He  had  served  in  the  23rd  Ohio  and  also 
in  the  84th  Ohio  before  joining  us.  Infildt  was  killed  in  the 
charge  that  drove  the  enemy  into  their  works. 

The  eastern  slope  of  Rocky  Face  is  less  difiicult  than 
the  western,  and  the  enemy  w^ould  have  come  up  in  rear  of 
the  125th  without  doubt  had  not  all  the  regiments  of  Bar- 
ker's brigade  followed  ours  to  the  summit.  At  6  p.  m.  the 
3rd  Kentucky  relieved  the  125th  on  the  skirmish  line. 

From  the  summit  of  Rocky  Face  the  enemy's  works 
al)Out  Dalton  and  the  town  itselt  were  in  })lain  view.     A  sig- 
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nal  station  was  estal^lislied  during  tlie  day,  wliicli  communi- 
cated with  stations  on  Tunnel  Hill  Ridge  and  other  points. 

Harkers  brigade  was  not  the  only  one  engaged  on  that 
date.  There  had  been  a  general  advance  by  the  Fourth, 
Fourteenth  and  Twentieth  Corps.  The  enemy's  skirmisliers 
were  everywhere  driven  into  their  works.  At  Mill  Creek 
Gap  Mitchell's  brigade  of  Davis'  division  attacked  and 
expelled  the  enemy  from  a  spur  or  ridge  at  the  entrance  to 
the  Gap.  The  front  line  in  the  movement  (78th  Illinois  and 
113th  Ohio)  was  under  the  direction  of  Col.  Henry  B.  Ban- 
ning, formerly  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  125th.  Between 
the  Gap  and  Barker's  position  at  the  north  end  of  Kocky 
Face,  Stanley  and  Wood  pushed  the  skirmishers  of  tlieir 
divisions  up  the  slope  as  far  as  they  could  climb,  where  they 
remained,  and  under  cover  of  rocks  and  trees  maintained  a 
constant  skirmish. 

The  most  severe  conflict  of  the  day 
occurred  on  Hooker's  front.  Geary's  di- 
vision was  ordered  to  advance  and  estab- 
lish itself  strongly  at  Dug  Gap.  Geary 
construed  the  order  to  require  him  to 
gain  the  summit  of  the  Ridge  at  that 
point,  and  he  made  a  determined  etfort  to 
do  so.  The  29th  Ohio  and  28th  Pennsyl- 
vania of  Candy's  brigade  gained  a  posi- 
tion on  the  road  up  at  the  foot  of  the 
palisades  and  held  it  until  dark.  The  134tli  and  154th  New 
York,  leading  in  Bushbeck's  brigade,  found  a  point  where 
the  palisades  could  be  scaled,  and  part  of  those  regiments 
gained  the  summit,  but  were  met  by  superior  numbers  and 
driven  back  again.  All  the  regiments  of  those  two  brigades 
came  into  action  and  kept  the  enemy  at  that  point  busily 
employed  all  day.  There  were  several  hand  to  hand  conflicts. 
The  enemy  rolled  stones  down  the  slope  to  break  advancing 
lines,  and   found    them    quite   as   etiective  as  cannon    balls. 
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Geary's  losses  footed  up  fifteen  otficers  and  342  men. 

McPherson  moved  forward  on  the  same  date  to  Snake 
Creek  Gap,  the  9th  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  supported  by 
the  39th  Iowa,  going  on  to  the  outlet  of  the  Gap  at  Sugar 
Creek  Valley. 

ROCKY  FACE  RIDGE  — SECOND  DAY. 


c.  O.  Fitch,  B 


Active  demonstrations  and  contiuuoas  skirmishing  on 
Thomas'  front,  to  hold  the  enemy  in  position  while  McPher- 
son operated  on  his  line  of  communica- 
tion, was  the  program  for  May  9. 

At  4  A.  M.  the  skirmishing  began  and 
was  kept  up  all  day.  Wagner's  brigade 
came  forward  just  above  the  north  end  of 
tlie  Ridge.  The  Twenty-third  Corps 
moved  forward  still  farther  to  the  left, 
drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers  into  their 
works  east  ot  Rocky  Face,  and  demon- 
strated against  the  works  so  strongly 
as  to  hold  the  forces  of  the  enemy  in 
position  during  the  day.  McCook's  cavalry  division  still 
farther  to  the  east,  at  Varnel's  Station  and  vicinit}^,  met  a 
superior  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  supported  by  two 
brigades  of  infantry,  and  was  worsted,  but  managed  to  hold 
the  gaps  leading  to  Schofield's  rear.  McCook's  losses  for  the 
day  were  nine  ofiicers  and  130  men.  Colonel  LaGrange, 
one  of  the  brigade  commanders,  was  severely  wounded  and 
captured. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  Newton  was  ordered  to  attack 
the  works  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Rocky  Face  with  Wagner's 
brigade,  and  if  Wagner's  gained  some  advantage  to  follow  it 
up  by  an  assault  against  the  works  on  top  of  the  Ridge  on 
Ilarker's  front.      Our  brio-ade  formed  for  the  assault  with  the 
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79th  Illinois  as  skirniishers,  the  64th  Ohio  leading,' the  storm- 
ing column,  followed  by  the  3rd  Kentucky  and  the  latter  by 
the  125th  Ohio,  the  other  regiments  of  the  brigade  su[iport- 
ing.  Wagner  came  upon  an  impassable  ravine  wliere  his 
line  was  under  a  heavy  fire,  hearing  which  Barker's  column 
rushed  forward. 

The  position  assaulted  was  a  stone  fortification  five  or 
six  feet  high,  at  a  point  where  the  summit  of  the  Ridge 
widened  out  into  a  little  plateau,  but  it  was  necessary  to 
approach  by  the  tiank,  because  at  an  intermediate  point  the 
top  of  the  Ridge  was  very  narrow  and  the  sides  precipitous 
clitts.  The  fire  from  the  enem^^'s  works  was  destructive. 
Our  head  of  column  reached  the  works  but  could  not  enter. 
Under  the  severe  tire  the  lines  were  broken  in  a  moment, 
and  the  men  sought  shelter  and  returned 
the  enemy's  fire,  the  head  of  each  regi- 
ment in  turn  getting  very  near  to  the 
works,  however,  before  breaking.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Moore,  with  about  thirty 
men  of  the  125th,  got  behind  rocks  ver}- 
close  to  the  works,  and  with  many  others 
were  unable  to  get  away  until  after  dark. 

In  a  very  few  minutes  all  of  the  men 
had  sought  shelter,  part  of  each  regiment 
close  up  to  the  works,  the  rest  wherever 
cover  could  be  found,  and  the  assault  was  practically  ended. 
In  those  brief  moments  the  64th  Ohio  lost  gallant  Colonel 
McUvain  and  nineteen  men  killed  and  three  officers  and 
forty-nine  men  wounded.  In  the  79th  Illinois  Col.  Allen 
Buckner  and  nine  men  were  w^ounded  and  one  man  killed. 
The  3rd  Kentucky  casualties  were  about  the  same,  Lieut. 
Col.  William  A.  Bullett  being  among  the  wounded.  In  the 
125th  Ohio,  three  men  were  killed,  four  mortally  wounded, 
and  nineteen  severely  wounded.     After  dark  the  men  with- 
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drew  and  the  regiments  went  to  their  former  positions,  when 
Wagner's  brigade  came  up  and  relieved  Barker's. 

A  complete  list  of  casualties  in  the  125th  at  Rock}''  Face 
Ridge  cannot  be  made.  Those  killed  on  the  9th  were  Fran- 
cis M.  Gorlock,  of  I,  and  George  McCollum  and  William 
Sleinel,  of  K.  Those  mortally  wounded  were  William  A. 
Dana,  of  B;  Jesse  Sample,  of  C;  Thomas  Cassady  and  An- 
thony Porter,  of  I,  all  of  whom  died  within  a  few  days. 
Dana  was  hit  about  10  a.  m.  He  was  on  the  skirmish  line  at 
the  time,  Warren  H.  Fishel  and  William  Wasson  being  near 

him.  Cassady  was  hit  before  the 
charge  also.  He  was  with  William 
Dunker  behind  a  ledge  of  rock,  be- 
came thirsty  and  started  to  find 
water,  but  tlie  vigihint  enemy  saw 
him  move  and  aimed  too  well. 

In  the  list  of  wounded  known 
to  the  writer,  were  Corp.  Luther  S. 
Calvin  and  George  Arbockle,  of  A  ; 
C.  Orasmus  Fitch,  of  B  ;  Sergt.  John 
A.  Canon,  Sergt.  Clinton  H.  Plielps, 
William  McKinley,  Leonard  H.  Cur- 
tis and  Jeremiah  Swineheart,  of  C  ; 
John  M.  Tippie,  of  E;  Alfred  Maxon,  of  F;  AVilliam 
Caughey,  Samuel  Green  and  David  Phillips,  of  I.  Captain 
Vallenchir  was  wounded  and  went  to  Chattanooga,  where  he 
was  soon  after  placed  on  detached  duty.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Moore  was  one  of  many  slightly  wounded  who  did  not  go  oft' 
duty.  The  following  old  letter  shows  how  he  went  through 
tlie  charge : 

EocKY  Face  Eidge,  Ga.,      \ 
Tuesday,  INlay  10,  1S(U.     2:40  p.  m.  J 
Dear  Julia  : 

Two  more  8evere  days,  and  this  much  of  the  third  gone,  and  I  am 
nearly  all  right.  In  the  charge  last  night  I  was  hit  four  times,  once  by  a 
ball  which  passed  through  a  corporal's  head,  struck  me  in  the  back  of  the 
hi])  and  lodged   in  the  lining  of    my  blouse;    that  only  »htng.     Another 
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stripped  my  right  coat  sleeve  below  the  elbow,  a  fragment  of  another  hit 
me  in  the  left  breast ;  still  another  struck  my  right  lower  bowels.  These 
two  last  hurt,  but  are  only  $lig)it ;  they  do  not  lay  me  up.  Tippie  is  shot  in 
the  hand.  McCollum  is  either  mortally  wounded  or  dead.  Our  loss  in 
the  125th  so  far  in  killed  and  wounded  is  forty-eight. 

I  wrote  yesterday  under  tire.     Love  to  Pa,  Ma,  and  the  children. 

Ever  your 

"D." 

The  Corporal  referred  to  was  L.  S.  Calvin.  An  ounce 
ball  entered  his  head  at  the  left  temple,  passing  downward 
shattered  his  right  lower  jaw,  and  passing  out  struck  the 
Colonel,  as  stated  in  the  letter.  Calvin  was  left  on  the  tield, 
supposed  to  be  dead.  Next  day  Lieutenant  Blystone,  in 
cliarge  of  the  Ambulance  Corps,  found  Calvin  sitting  up 
against  a  rock  and  sent  him  to  the  hospital.     He  still  lives. 

An  effort  was  made  to  secure  the  names  of  the  men 
who  got  nearest  to  the  works,  and  the  list  was  read  to  the 
regiments  next  day.  With  Colonel 
Moore's  squad  was  one  man  of  the  65tli 
Ohio,  A.  C.  Matthias,  Company  K,  who 
was  certaiid}'  good  on  a  charge,  his  regi- 
ment being  in  the  rear  of  ours.  Sergt. 
Jacob  Jewell,  of  F,  had  charge  of  a  squad 
specially  mention.ed. 

A  FLANK  MOVEMENT. 


Samuel  Green,  I. 


McPherson  had  found  Snake  Creek 
Gap  unguarded.  On  the  night  of  May  8 
Jolmston  sent  Ferguson's  brigade  of  cavalry  to  occupy  the 
Gap,  but  after  marching  all  night  Ferguson  arrived  at  day- 
light on  the  9th  to  find  himself  too  late.  He  attacked  the 
9th  Illinois,  but  soon  discovered  the  presence  of  infantry, 
and  was  compelled  to  fall  back  to  Resaca,  followed  by  Dodge's 
corps,  the  66th  Illinois  on  the  skirmish  line  doing  its  work 
so  well  that  the  head  of  column  marched  the  entire  distance, 
eight  miles,  without  detention. 
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Dodge,  under  the  personal  direction  of  McPherson, 
advanced  to  within  a  mile  of  Resaca,  fully  developing  the 
enemy's  line  of  works,  and  sent  a  small  detachment  of  cav- 
alry—  all  lie  had — northeast,  to  scout  the  country  and  try  to 
reach  the  railway.  The  cavalry  detachment  readied  the 
railway  near  Tilton,  but  only  succeeded  in  breaking  the  tele- 
graph line.  General  Logan  advanced  to  the  Rome  and 
Dalton  cross  roads,  about  two  miles  from  Re'saca.  At  dark 
McPherson  reported  to  Sherman  that  he  found  Resaca  forti- 
fied and  held  in  force,  no  practicable  roads  leading  to  the 

railroad  above  Resaca,  several  roads 
leading  from  Dalton  down  Sugar 
Valle}',  exposing  him  to  flank  at- 
tack, and  that,  after  skirmishing  all 
day,  he  had  withdrawn  to  a  position 
covering  the  Gap. 

Sherman  at  once  decided  to  re- 
inforce McPlierson  heavily,  and 
later  concluded  to  leave  the  Fourth 
Corps  with  Stoneman's  cavaliy  on 
our  left  and  McCook's  on  the  right, 
to  hold  the  lines  in  front  of  Dalton 
while  he  moved  with  the  rest  of  the 
army  through  Snake  Creek  Gap  upon  Resaca. 

On  the  10th,  lltli  and  12th  the  changes  of  position 
required  were  effected,  picket  firing  being  almost  continuous 
but  no  serious  encounters  occurring. 

On  the  11th  the  125th  was  on  picket  until  6  p.  m.,  when 
relieved  by  the  51st  Illinois.  An  incident  of  the  day  was  an 
eftbrt  of  the  enemy  to  shell  our  line,  their  guns  being 
silenced  very  soon  by  our  own,  which  Captain  Ayleshire  had 
managed  to  bring  to  the  summit  of  Rocky  Face.  It  rained 
at  night  and  turned  cold. 

On  the  12th,  Harker's  brigade  moved  off"  the  Ridge  east- 
ward to  take  position  in  the  line  vacated  by  the  Twenty- 
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third  Corps,  and  the  125th  went  on  picket,  Ileavj'  tiring- 
fnrtiier  to  the  left  indicated  that  tlie  cavah-ymen  wore  at  it 
ao'ain.  An  incident  of  the  dav  worth  recordino-  was  tlie 
capture  of  two  Confederates  by  Lieut.  K.  C.  Powers,  and 
Corp.  Sharon  French  and  Zahiion  F.  Morris,  of  C. 

Opdycke  was  never  happy  in  a  new  position  until  he 
learned  something  of  the  enemy's  line  in  front  of  him.  He 
accordingly  detailed  Powers,  French  and  Morris  to  make  a 
careful  reconnoissance.  Passing  our  picket  line  the  detach- 
ment came  to  an  open  tield,  that  extended  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
or  more  down  the  valley.  At  the  right  hand  side  of  this 
field  stood  a  small  frame  cabin  neai*  the  brush  at  the  base  of 
Rocky  Face  Ridge.  Lieutenant  Powers  concluded  that  tliis 
would  be  an  advantageous  place  ibr 
a  lookout,  so  he  stationed  French 
and  Morris  in  a  Imnch  of  brush  on 
the  upper  side  of  the  open  field, 
while  he  skirted  around  to  the  right 
through  the  brush  until  opposite 
and  close  to  the  cabin,  which  by  a 
quick  turn  to  the  left  lie  entered. 
He  was  then  able  to  locate  a  rebel 
picket  just  near  the  lower  border  of 
the  field,  and  he  soon  saw  two  sol- 
diers, unarmed,  pass  through  the 
rebel  picket  line  unobserved  by  the 
guard  and  walk  leisurely  up  the  valley,  seemingly  absorbed 
in  conversation.  They  passed  the  cabin  within  easy  musket 
range.  French  and  Morris  slipped  from  the  bushes  with 
leveled  muskets  and  ordered  them  to  lailt,  which  they  did 
promptly,  and  were  then  ordered  to  advance  and  surrender. 
The  prisoners  proved  to  be  Quartermaster  Sergt.  Watkins 
and  a  First  Lieutenant  of  a  Georgia  regiment.  The  Lieu- 
tenant l)egged  to  be  allowed  to  write  a  note  and  drop  where 
some  of  his  comrades  miglit  find  it,  in  order  to  remove  their 
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suspense  about  his  sudden  disappearance,  but  Powers  thought 
the  place  not  quite  safe  for  literary  achievements  of  that 
character,  and  marched  both  captives  to  the  rear. 

During  the  niglit  of  the  12th  the  enemy  evacuated  the 
lines  al)<)Ut  Dalton  and  fell  back  to  Resaca. 


RES  AC  A. 

The  (.'onnasauga  River  flowing   south  and  the  Coosa- 
wattee  River  coming  in  from  the  east,  at  a  distance  of  a  mile 

or  two  east  from  Resaca  unite  to  form 
the  Oo  St  an  aula.  The  Oostanaula 
flows  west  past  Resaca  and  thence 
in  a  southwest  course  to  Rome, 
where  it  unites  with  the  Etowah, 
flowing  from  the  southeast,  to  form 
the  Coosa  River.  Resaca  is  on  the 
north  l)ank  of  the  Oostanaula.  Camp 
Creek,  flowing  from  the  northwest, 
two  miles  north  of  Resaca  turns  to 
the  south,  passing  one  mile  west  of 
the  town  and  empties  into  the  Oos- 
t  a  n  a  u  1  a .  S wamp  C reek ,  flo wi  ng 
from  the  northeast,  unites  with  Camp  Creek  where  the  latter 
bends  south.  Johnston's  line  of  fortifications,  commencing 
at  the  Oostanaula,  extended  northward  along  the  hills  and 
high  ground  on  the  east  side  of  Camp  Creek  to  the  inter- 
section with  Swamp  Creek,  where  they  turned  to  the  east 
along  a  line  of  hills  and  ridges  extending  to  the  Connasauga. 
If  Sherman  could  drive  [the  Confederates  into  their 
works  ;iim1  cover  his  own  troops  with  a  parallel  line,  he 
would  l)e  al)le  to  detach  a  force  across  the  Oostanaula,  when 
Johnston  would  be  in  danger  ot  complete  investment,  or  the 
loss  of  his  railway,  which  would  be  almost  as  fatal. 
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On  the  morning  of  May  13  McPherson  advanced 
directly  towards  Resaca,  Logan's  corps  astride  of  and  prin- 
cipally to  the  left  of  the  direct  road,  Dodge's  corps  on 
Logan's  right.  They  drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers  from 
advanced  positions,  and  by  night  had  established  their  own 
skirmishers  close  np  to  Camp  Creek.  Thomas,  with  Palmer's 
and  Hooker's  corps,  moved  out  of  Snake  Creek  Gap  and 
marched  so  as  to  come  up  on  McPherson's  left,  and  by  night 
Butterfield's  division  of  the 
Twentieth  Corps  prolonged 
Logan's  line  noi-thward, 
having  Geary's  division  im- 
mediately in  rear  and  Will- 
iams' division  to  Geary's 
left.  Johnston's  division  of 
the  Fourteenth  Corps  joined 
on  Buttertield's  lelt  and 
Baird's  division  came  next, 
with  Davis'  division  in  sup- 
porting distance.  Seholield 
moved  from  Snake  Creek 
Gap  on  the  Rome  and  Dal- 
ton  Road  northward  until  he 
passed  Thomas'  left,  halting 
at  night  with  his  right  in 
the  vicinity  of  Baird's  left. 
Howard  discovered  the  ab- 
sence of  the  enemy  from  the  lines  at  Dalton  about  daylight, 
and  at  once  pursued.  Stanley's  division,  marching  through 
Mill  Creek  Gap,  had  the  advance,  Xewton's  division  coming- 
next  followed  by  Wood's.  The  125th,  marching  with  the 
division,  entered  Dalton  at  11  a.  m.,  lialted  one  hour,  then 
resumed  the  march,  following  Stanley  whose  progress  was 
retarded  l;)y  the  enemy's  strong  wiw  guard,  so  that  at  7:30  \\  .m. 
the  column  was  only  eight   miles  from  Dalton.      Stoneinan's 
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division  of  cavalry  moved  on  tlie  direct  road  from  Dalton  to 
Resaca,  McCook's  division  of  cavalry  on  a  road  near  the  foot 
of  the  mountain,  and  the  Fourth  Corps  by  an  intermediate 
route,  probably  the  Rome  and  Dalton  road.  At  night  How- 
ard's right  was  within  a  mile  or  two  of  Scholield.  The  entire 
army  was,  therefore,  on  aline  extending  from  the  Oostanaula 
near  the  mouth  of  Camp  Creek  northward  for  about  three 
miles  and  thence  northeast  several  miles. 

Orders  issued  during  the  night  for  movements  on  the 
14th  required  McPherson  to  press  the  enemy  on  his  front 
with  sufficient  vigor  to  prevent  reinforce- 
ments from  the  enemy's  left  to  right,  but 
falling  short  of  actual  assault  upon  the 
works.  Thomas  and  Scholield  were  to 
advance  by  a  right  wheel  on  Butterfield's 
loft  as  a  pivot  until  the  enemy's  lines 
were  fully  developed  and  tested. 

The  left  of  Johnson's  division  of  the 
Fourteenth  Corps  was  about  one  mile 
fi'om  Camp  Creek.  Baird  was  still  farther 
(.  ,1.  DinviioN,  A.  away,  and  Scholield  had  to  swing  forward 
until  his  left  gained  several  miles  in  order  to  reach  the 
enemy's  works  across  Swamp  Creek,  The  Fourth  Corps 
had  a  still  longer  march.  Scholield  and  Baird  had  difficult 
ground  to  advance  over.  The  Fourth  Corps  was  more  fortu- 
nate in  being  able  to  march  on  wagon  roads  for  several 
miles.  Stanley's  division  marched  at  5:30  a.  m.,  taking  a 
•cross  road  leading  to  the  Tilton  and  Resaca  road,  on  which 
it  turned  south.  iTewton  and  Wood  took  a  parallel  road 
two  miles  west  of  the  one  taken  by  Stanley.  About  9  a.  m. 
jSTewton  came  up  near  to  Schotield's  left,  and  General  How- 
ard ordered  a  line  formed,  Newton  on  the  right.  Wood  next, 
Stanle}'  to  march  across  and  form  on  Wood's  left.  At  1  p.  m. 
the  lines  were  ready  to  advance.  At  that  time  the  center  of 
the  Fourth  Corps  was  about  four  miles  north  of  Resaca.    At 
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1:15  P.  M.  the  line  a(l\'aiK'e(l,  and  soon  encountere<l  a  suc- 
cession ot  stee[»  narrow  ridges,  covered  with  dense  forest  and 
undergrowtli. 

In  the  forward  movement  Scliofiekl's  left  (Cox's  division), 
swung"  ahead  of  Howard's  right,  and  wlieii  tlie  hitter  came 
up  it  was  discovered  that  the  inclination  to  tlie  riglit  had 
been  too  great,  throwing  Newton's  division  and  Willich's 
brigade  of  Wood's  division  in  rear  of  Schotield's  left,  where 
they  were  ordered  to  remain  in  reserve. 

About  1:30  p.  x\i.  Cox's  division  reached  and  carried  an 
advanced  line  of  works,  the  enemy  retiring  to  his  main  line- 
about  three  hundred  yards  south  of  the  one  taken.  The 
line  taken  was  not  a  strong  one,  and  was  partially  enfiladed 
from  a  part  of  the  enemy's  main  line  to  Cox's  riglit.  Tn 
that  })Osition  Cox's  men  were  under  a 
destructive  tire  of  both  musketry  and 
artillery.  Wood  and  Staidey  carried  the 
advanced  works  on  their  fronts,  and  came 
into  close  contact  witlj  the  enemy's  main 
line.  At  2:30  p.  m.  General  Cox  reported 
his  division  out  of  ammunition.  The 
ammunition  Avagons  had  been  unable  to 
follow  the  troops  through  the  thickets. 
Ilarker's  and  Willich's  brigades  were 
ordered  to  relieve  Manson's  and  Tieilly's 
respectively,  of  Cox's  division.  In  advancing  for  the  purjiose 
the  troops  encountered  a  terrific  tire  and  suffered  severely. 
At  tlie  moment  when  General  Alanson  and  General  Ilarker 
met  in  the  works  a  shell  exploded  near  them,  by  which 
Manson  was  severely  wounded  and  rendered  unconscious  and 
Harker  was  less  severely  wounded. 

Shortly  after  Manson's  men  retired  from  the  works  some 
Federal  soldiers  were  observed  among  the  bushes  on  a  ridge 
in  front  intermediate  between  the  lines,  and  supposing  one 
of  Manson's  regiments  to  be  there  the  125th  Ohio  was  ordered 
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to  advance  and  relieve  it.  Colonel  Opdycke  led  the  regiment 
forward.  In  passing  over  the  narrow  valley  or  gorge  between 
the  ridges  and  wliile  ascending  the  slope,  the  regiment  en- 
countered a  heavy  cross-fire  from  the  right.  On  reaching 
the  summit,  it  was  discovered  that  instead  of  a  regiment 
there  were  only  a  few  bold  skirmishers,  who  had  gained  the 
-advanced  position  and  found  it  safer  to  stay  than  to  go  back. 
The  125th  remained  in  the  advanced  position  under  a  hot 
fire  from  the  front  and  also  from  the  right  flank  until  the 
brigade  exhausted  its  ammunition,  and  at  5  p.  m.  was  in  turn 
relieved  by  Sherman's  brigade  of  our  division.  Colonel  Op- 
dycke received  a  flesh  wound  in  his  arm,  which  compelled 
him  to  go  back  for  surgical  treatment,  and  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Moore  assumed  command  of  the  regiment.  After  5  p.  m. 
Harker's  brigade  was  not  under  fire.  Late  in  the  afternoon 
a  determined  attack  was  made  on  the  left 
flank  of  the  Fourth  Corps,  Stanley's 
division.  Stanley  had  discovered  and 
reported  the  march  of  two  divisions  of 
Hood's  Corps  to  turn  his  flank,  Williams' 
division  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  was  sent 
to  Stanley's  support,  and  arrived  just  as 
Stanley's  left  began  to  give  way,  when, 
alter  a  sViarp  conflict,  the  Confederates 
were  repulsed.  During  the  night  strong- 
breastworks  were  constructed,  the  work- 
men being  harrassed  by  a  continuous  artillery  fire  from  the 
enem3''s  works. 

We  now  notice  the  operations  of  the  afternoon  on  other 
parts  of  the  line.  When  Schofield's  two  divisions  advanced 
as  already  related,  the  right  of  Judah's  division  came  up  too 
far  to  the  right  and  overlapped  the  left  of  Baird's  division 
of  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  Baird  advancing  at  the  same  time 
some  confusion  was  produced.  Baird  and  Judah  had  to 
traverse  a  wilderness  also,  and  when  their  lines  emerged  on 
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a  steep  blutt'  west  of  Swamp  Creek,  overlooking  a  narrow 
valley  three  hundred  to  four  hundred  yards  wide  and  facing 
the  enemy's  strong  works  on  the  opposite  bluffs,  there  should 
have  been  a  halt  for  reorganization,  but  having  no  previous 
knowledge  of  the  ground  no  orders  to  that  etfeet  had  been 
given,  and  the  nien  rushed  on  down  the  bank  and  across  the 
open  field.  The  assault  would  have  failed  with  the  best 
preparation  possible,  or  rather  it  would  not  have  been  made 
at  all  if  the  peculiar  character  of  the  ground  and  strength  of 
the  enemy's  line  at  that  point  could  have 
been  discovered  in  advance.  Both  di- 
visions suft'ered  heavy  losses. 

In  front  of  Johnson's  division,  next  on 
Baird's  right,  the  enemy's  works  were  on 
the  crest  of  the  ridge,  wliich  was  at  that 
point  about  four  hundred  yards  east  of 
the  creek,  having  open  ground  sloping 
down  from  the  works  to  the  creek.  John- 
son's left  brigade  (Carlin's)  was  nearest 
the  creek,  and  when  the  roar  of  battle  on 
Baird's  front  indicated  his  advance,  Carlin  advanced,  crossed 
the  creek  under  a  destructive  fire  and  went  part  way  up  the 
slope,  wdiere,  finding  he  had  no  supports  on  either  flank  and 
his  lines  having  been  disordered  in  crossing  the  stream,  he 
ordered  a  retreat  to  the  bank  of  the  creek.  Meantime  the 
brigade  to  his  right  (King's),  starting  later  and  witnessing 
Carlin's  repulse,  halted  at  the  creek.  Both  brigades  held 
the  line  of  the  creek. 

Butterfield's  division  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  next  on 
Johnson's  right,  maintained  a  lively  skirmish  during  the 
day.  Still  farther  to  the  right  the  skirmishers  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee  were  active.  In  the  afternoon,  when  the 
roar  of  battle  to  their  left  indicated  hot  work,  McPherson's 
demonstrations  became  more  emphatic.  Osterhaus  succeeded 
in  capturing  the  bridge  across  Camp  Creek  on  the  Resaca 
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road,  throwing  the  12th  Missouri  across  to  form  a  tete  du  pont 
and  hold  it.  About  5  p.  m.  Logan  ordered  an  assault  by  two 
l)riga(les  on  a  range  of  hills  on  the  east  bank  of  Camp  Creek, 
extending  from  the  Kesaca  Road  to  the  Oostanaula.  The 
brigades  of  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  R.  Woods  and  Brig.  Gen. 
Giles  A.  Smith  were  selected  to  make  the  assault,  and 
shortly  before  6  o'clock  they  went  forward,  waded  the 
stream,  ascended  and  carried  the  hills  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  A  heavy  column  was  sent  forward  from  the  ene- 
my's works   near  the  town  to  dislodge  Woods  and   Smith, 

and  made  a  most  determined  counter 
assault.  Brigadier  General  Light- 
burn's  brigade  and  other  troops  were 
pushed  forw^ard  by  McPherson  to 
reinforce  the  advanced  line,  and  the 
enemy  w^as  repulsed  with  heavy  loss. 
By  the  next  morning  the  position 
was  so .  strongly  fortified  as  to  defy 
assault,  and  artillery  brought  for- 
ward to  it  commanded  both  the  rail- 
way and  wagon  bridges  across  the 
Oostanaula,  compelling  the  enemy  to 

'"^  '  '^    '    '  '  cut  a  road  and  lay  a  pontoon  bridge 

a  mile  above  the  town.  Sweeney's  divison  of  the  Sixteenth 
Corps  had  been  sent  to  Lay's  Ferry,  a  few  miles  below 
Resaca,  under  orders  to  etiect  a  crossing  and  cover  the  lay- 
ing of  a  pontoon  bridge.  One  brigade  crossed  and  drove  off 
the  enemy's  cavalry  on  the  southern  bank,  but  Sweeney  then 
received  a  false  report  that  the  enemy  was  crossing  to  the 
north  side  between  Lay's  Ferry  and  Resaca,  and  he  with- 
drew to  that  side  and  fell  back  a  mile  or  two.  When  the 
fact  that  Union  troops  had  crossed  w^as  reported  to  General 
Johnston,  he  sent  Walker's  division  of  Hardee's  Corps  to 
resist  the  movement.  Walker,  arriving  after  Sweeney  had 
withdrawn,  reported  no  Federal  troops  on  the   south   side. 
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and  was  at  once  recalled.  Sweeney  advanced  aoain  on  the 
15tli,  crossed  his  entire  division  to  the  S(^ntli  side  and  in- 
trenched, laying  down  two  pontoon  l)ridges. 

On  the  lines  abont  Kesaca  a  sharp  skirmisli  fire  was 
maintained  at  all  points,  the  serious  work  on  the  15th 
occurring  on  the  extreme  left.  Sherman  sent  Hooker  and 
Schofield  to  the  left,  wliere  they  were  met  by  Hood's  Corps 
advancing  to  turn  our  fiank.  A  hard  figlit  ensued,  in  which 
Hooker  gained  ground.  On  the  Fourth  Cor[)S  fj-ont  demon- 
strations were  made  in  support  of 
Hooker,  and  Wood's  division  became 
seriously  engaged,  Hazen's  and  Wil- 
lich's  brigades  making  an  assault,  in 
which  General  Willich  was  seriously 
wounded.  The  125th  was  in  the 
second  line  all  day  behind  works 
thrown  np  in  the  night.  About 
midnight  Newton's  skirmish  line 
tried  the  enemy's  works,  hoping  to 
find  them  vacated,  but  met  witli  a 
hot   reception   and   beat  a  hasty  re- 

.   ,,,  •  1     •     1  i.     ii  QriNi-Y  Latin.  (•  (lWi5i. 

treat.      After    midnight    the    enemy 

did  retreat  across  the  Oostanaula,  and  their  absence  was  dis- 
covered at  daybreak. 

Colonel  Opdycke  reported  the  casualties  in  the  125th  at 
Kesaca  as  5  killed,  6  mortally  wounded,  45  wounded  ;  total, 
56.  The  list  here  given  is  from  the  Ohio  Roster,  and  foots 
up  5  killed,  9  mortally  wounded,  58  wounded  ;  total,  72,  an 
excess  of  16  over  Opdycke's  report.  Without  doubt  sixteen 
of  those  included  in  this  list  were  wounded  at  Kocky  Face 
Ridge  instead  of  at  Resaca.  Those  killed  at  Resaca  were 
Corp.  Ephraim  Snyder,  John  Danforth,  Cornelius  J.  Detchon 
and  James  Flack,  of  A,  and  Timotliy  Corley,  of  I). 

Mortally  wounded — Je-remiah  Callahan  and  William 
Dickson,  of  A  :  Corp.  George  W.  Simpson,  of  C  ;  John  Gil- 
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bert  and  Edward  B.  Hollister,  of  D  ;  Albert  Holdeu,  of  E; 
Corp.  William  Porter,  of  F  ;  Michael  Gable,  of  I,  and  David 
Border,  of  K. 

Wonnded  —  Colonel  Opd3^cke,  minie  ball  through  his 
arm;  Ser^t.  Maj.  Henry  A.  Bell;  Company  A,  Sergt.  Mi- 
chael Woolford,  Sergt.  Robert  P.  King,  Samuel  Morningstar, 
Thomas  Richmond,  Jonathan  Wining,  Nicholas  Wining; 
Company  C,  Corp.  James  Sanner,  Robert  Parker,  Enoch 
Boyd,  Thomas  Pay,  Quincy  Latin  (slight  from  shell),  Mmos 
Radclitf  and  Seneca  St.  John  ;  Company  I),  Hiram  Allen, 
Daniel  Bloomer,  Theophile  Ducquet,  Andrew  J,  Gillen, 
James  E.  Hathaway,  Edward  McLane, 
John  Moran  and  John  Putnam ;  Com- 
pany E,  Corp.  William  McGatchey,  Addi- 
son Darrow,  Thomas  Johnson,  James  B. 
Scott  and  William  Chamberlain ;  Com- 
pany F,  Sergt.  Alexander  H.  Postlewait, 
Sergt.  Jeremiah  S.  Stinger,  Corp.  John 
Getz,  Manoah  P.  Harris,  Joseph  H.  Keys, 
Alfred  Maxon  (slight),  John  IsTorth  and 
William  H.  Ransom ;  Company  G,  Sergt. 
James B.  Scott,  E.  James  M.  Rcyuolds,  ChaHes  Knapp  and 
Alexander  Van  Gorder ;  Company  H,  Oscar  C.  Ames  and 
August  Pietsch  ;  Company  I,  Sergt.  Reubin  M.  Steele,  John 
Bohn,  Patrick  Donoghue,  James  S.  Haley,  Jacob  Musser, 
Elden  Porter  Daley,  August  Weber,  Frank  C.  Worth  and 
Thomas  Davis ;  Company  K,  Sergt.  James  Wetzel,  Sergt. 
Oren  V,  Payne,  Corp.  James  M.  Carter,  Corp.  Henry  Well- 
ing, John  H.  Brandebury,  Daniel  S.  Halstead,  Henry  Lyman 
and  David  Moler. 

William  McKinley,  of  C;  John  M.  Tippie,  of  E;  Marion 
Murphy,  of  F,  and  Samuel  Green,  of  I,  also  appear  in  the 
Ohio  Roster  as  wounded  at  Resaca,  but  are  omitted  above 
and  included  in  our  list  of  wounded  at  Rocky  Face.  Postle- 
wait, of  F,  had  the  bones  of  his  left  leg  shattered  by  a  minie 
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ball,  l)ut  ri'turne(l  to  the  regiment  early  in  December,  having 
been  promoted  to  lieutenant.  Steele,  of  I,  was  wounded  by 
the  explosion  of  a  gun  he  picked  up  when  his  own  became 
heated,  and  one  of  his  eyes  became  blinded.  In  one  week 
the  125th  had  lost  over  one  hundred  men.  At  that  rate 
only  the  lucky  few  could  hope  to  see  Atlanta  at  the  end  of 
the  campaign. 

KOME  CROSS   ROADS. 

The  enemy  having  crossed  the  Oostanaula,  Sherman 
ordered  McPherson  to  march  down  stream  to  Lay's  Ferry, 
where  Sweeney's  division  was  already  across  covering  the 
pontoon  bridges  laid  on  the  15th,  and  to  cross  there  and  ad- 
vance towards  Adairsville.  Sweeney's  division  advanced 
without  waiting  for  the  rest  of  the 
command  and  encountered  a  part  of 
Hardee's  Corps  near  Rome  Cross 
lioads,  three  or  four  miles  west  of 
Calhoun,  where  a  hot  contest  ensued, 
in  wliicli  Sweeney's  troops,  though 
hard  pressed,  lield  their  ground  un- 
til reinforced.  By  night  all  of  Mc- 
Pherson's  command  was  in  position 
at  that  point. 

CALHOUN. 

The  Fourth  Corps,  followed  by  ^^'^"-  ^-  ^-  P"^t.,ewait  (i.%4). 
two  divisions  of  the  Fourteenth,  crossed  at  Kesaca  and 
advaiiced  by  roads  parallel  with  the  railroad  to  Calhoun. 
The  125th  marched  at  8  a.  m.  with  the  division  ;  entered 
Resaca  at  10  a.  m.,  waited  for  repairs  to  the  wagon  bridge, 
then  crossed  and  advanced  on  the  direct  road  to  Calhoun, 
Harker's  brigade  having  the  advance.  The  42nd  Illinois  on 
the  skirmish  line,  supported  by  the  3rd  Kentucky  and  64th 
Ohio,  encountered  the  enemy's  cavalry  rear  guard  within  a 
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mile  from  the  river  and  drove  them  steadily,  sustaining  but 
slight  losses. 

The  day  was  bright  and  warm,  roads  dusty,  and  very 
little  water  found  on  the  line  of  march.  The  country  was 
rolling,  lieavily  timbered  with  occasional  clearings.  A  suc- 
cession of  low  ridges  gave  the  enemy  favorable  ground  for 
successive  stands,  and  their  resistance  made  the  march  slow 


Resaca  to  Cassviixe, 


and  tedious.  About  4:30  p.  m.  heavy  firing  to  the  right  front 
indicated  that  McPherson's  troops  had  found  the  enemy  in 
force  At  6:30  p.  m.  our  division  arrived  near  Calhoun  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night,  the  rest  of  the  column  coming  up 
and  ffoins  into  bivouac  on  arrival. 
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The  Twentieth  and  Twenty-third  Corps,  luivino;  made 
a  detour  to  the  east,  were  delayed  by  the  necessity  of  ferry- 
ing- on  small  Hatboats.  The  Twentieth  Corps  advanced  from 
the  river  on  the  afternoon  of  the  17th,  and  Schofield  fol- 
lowed, making  a  night  march,  both  commands  marching 
towards  Adairsville. 


ADAIR8VILLE. 

May  17  Xewton's  division  again  led  the  column,  march- 
ii]g  on  the  direct  road  to  Adairsville.  Wood's  division  fol- 
lowed the  railroad  and  Stanley's  tollowed  i^ewton's.  The 
First  Brigade  of  our  division  had  the  advance.  The  36th 
and  88th  Illinois,  15th  Missouri  and  2-l:th  Wisconsin  did  the 
skirmish  work.  The  enemy's  rear 
guard  was  found  wnthin  a  mile  from 
Calhoun,  and  they  made  a  more 
effective  resistance  than  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  inflicting  severe  losses 
on  the  skirmishers,  who  found  it 
necessary  to  expel  them  from  suc- 
cessive positions,  where  they  had 
constructed  i-ail   barricades. 

Wood's  division  also  found  a 
i-ear  guard  of  the  enemy  in  its  front. 
with  which  a  lively  skirmisli  was 
maintained.  On  Xewton's  Iront 
there  was  occasional  artillery  firing.  Progress  was  slow. 
The  country  was  similar  to  that  north  of  Calhoun,  well 
adapted  to  the  enemy's  operations.  The  day  was  verv  warm. 
In  the  afternoon  a  heavy  storm  modified  the  temperature 
slightly.  The  head  of  column  only  advanced  eiglit  miles,  to 
a  point  about  two  miles  north  of  Adairsville.  At  that  point 
the  enemy's  resistance  became  more  decided,  and  the  skir- 
mishers being  unable  to  advance,  a  line  of  battle  was  formed 
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and  advanced  to  a  proper  position  from  which  to  assault. 
The  First  Brigade  and  part  of  our  lirigade  became  hotly 
engaged,  the  enemy  keeping  up  a  continuous  musketry  and 
artillery  tire,  from  which  the  First  Brigade,  being  most 
exposed,  suffered  severely,  while  the  rest  of  the  division  sus- 
tained only  a  few  casualties.  Stanley's  division  went  into 
line  on  Newton's  left.  Wood  on  tlie  right.  General  Howard 
ordered  Newton  to  assault  at  6  p.  m.,  but  just  before  that 

time  Generals  Sherman  and  Thomas 
arrived  at  the  front,  and  Thomas 
ordered  the  move  suspended,  on 
account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour. 
The  enemy  kept  up  a  steady 
lire  until  dark.  McPherson  had  ad- 
vanced on  roads  a  few  miles  to  the 
right  and  diverging  from  those 
taken  by  Thomas'  troops.  At  night 
he  was  several  miles  distant,  oppo- 
site Johnston's  flank.  The  losses  in 
our  First  Brigade  that  day  were : 
o(3th  Illinois,  one  officer  and  twenty- 
six  men  ;  44th  Illinois,  four  killed  and  thirty-two  wounded; 
74th  Illinois,  one  killed  and  thirty  wounded. 

EOME. 


John  Gk'iz,  F  (lb95j. 


On  the  morning  of  May  16,  Brig.  Gen.  Davis'  division 
of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  had  been  detached  at  Resaca,  under 
orders  to  follow  Garrard's  cavahy  division  down  the  (Josta- 
naula  to  the  mouth  of  Armuchee  Creek,  where  it  was  sup- 
posed a  bridge  existed,  by  which  Garrard  and  Davis  were  to 
cross  and  break  the  railroad  between  Rome  and  Kinofston, 
and  then  rejoin  the  main  column.  Davis  marched  fifteen 
miles  on  the  16th.  In  the  night  Garrard  passed  through  his 
camp,  en  route  for  Resaca,  reporting  no  bridge  to  be  found. 
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Davis  then  determined  on  liis  own  responsil)iIit_v  to  advance 
to  Rome  and  tiy  to  capture  that  pUice  and  secure  the  bridges 
there. 

On  the  17th  he  advanced  to  Rome,  and  hy  night  drove 
the  enemy's  skirmisljers  into  tlie  main  line  of  works,  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Oostananla. 

On  the  mornino- of  the  18th  it  was  found  that  tlie  enemy 
liad  \vith<h-awn  across  the  river,  leaving  only  a  I'ear  guard, 
which  Davis'  skirmishers  promptly  expelled.  The  enemy 
had  two  formidable  field  works  across  the  river.  Davis 
opened  on  them  with  two  batteries,  placed  on  DeSoto  Hill, 
and  sent  AlcCook's  brigade  to  eftect  a  crossing  above  the 
town.  The  80th  Illinois  cotistructed  rafts  of  logs  and  rails, 
on  which  tlie^'  crossed  and  then  advanced,  driving  in  the 
enemy's  skirmshers,  and  being  now  attacked  from  a  direction 
which  must  soon  insure  their  capture,  the  enemy  heat  a  liasty 
retreat  across  the  Etowah,  leaving  Davis  in  possession  of  the 
town  and  works.  The  loss  to  the  enemy 
was  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  they  had 
used  extensive  iron  works  and  machinr 
shops  at  Rome  in  the  manufacture  of  ord- 
nance supplies. 

CASSVILLE. 

From  the  appearance  of  things  ;it 
Adairsville  on  the  evening  of  May  17,  it 
was  thought  that  Johnston  might  give 
battle  there  on  the  18th,  and  a  concentra- 
tion was  ordered.  At  daylight  on  the  18th,  however,  the 
ritle  pits  in  front  of  our  division  were  empt\'  and  Newton 
was  ordered  to  advance,  Harker's  brigade  leading  and  the 
22nd  Illinois  on  the  skirmish  line.  The  command  passed 
through  the  enem^^'s  intrenched  line  to  Adairsville,  where  it 
rested  until  1  p.  m.,  at  which  time  the  marcli  was  resumed, 
Wood's  division  leadine;.     Marker's  brio-ade  moved  on   the 
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railroad,  following  one  of  Wood's  brigades.  Wood's  skir- 
mishers had  light  work,  finding  only  cavalry  on  their  front 
and  driving  them  on  without  difficulty.  The  country  was 
more  open  and  contained  many  cultivated  fields.  At  6  p.  m. 
the  troops  went  into  camp  on  Connasene  Creek,  about  six 
miles  south  of  Adairsville.  On  that  date  Hooker  advanced 
to  a  point  about  three  miles  east  of  Adairsville,  and  Schotield 
in  the  same  direction.  McPherson  advanced  to  Woodland. 
On  the  19th  the  march  was  resumed  at  5  a.  m.,  Stanley's 
division  leading,  followed  by  Wood's  and  that  by  Is'^ewton's. 
At  8  A.  M.,  one-half  mile  beyond  Kings- 
ton, Stanley  found  a  force  of  the  enemy 
posted  on  a  ridge,  who  opened  with  six 
guns  and  a  brisk  skirmish  fire.  Stanley 
tormed  line,  advancing  at  8:30,  supported 
by  Wood,  when  the  enemy  retired.  Stan- 
ley then  resumed  his  march  in  an  easterly 
dii-ection,  proceeding  about  four  miles, 
where  the  enemy  was  again  discovered 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  Stanley 
formed  line  of  battle.  Wood,  on  arrival, 
formed  on  Stanley's  right.  IS'ewton's  division  had  followed 
the  railroad,  and  went  to  Stanley's  left.  At  1:30  p.  m.  Gen- 
eral Howard  ordered  the  artillery  to  open  on  the  enemy,  and 
a  little  later  strong  reserve  lines  were  advanced  to  support 
the  skirmishers.  The  enemy  then  began  to  retreat,  Stanley 
and  Wood  advancing.  When  they  had  advanced  one-fourth 
of  a  mile  they  were  halted  by  order  of  General  Thomas 
until  Newton's  division  could  be  massed  on  tlie  other  side  of 
the  creek,  on  which  Stanley's  left  rested,  and  drive  out  the 
forces  seen  in  the  woods  apparently  moving  to  turn  the  fiank. 
Xewton  executed  the  movement,  the  enemy  falling  back. 
The  advance  in  column  was  then  resumed,  and  on  advancing 
one  mile  the  enemy  was  found  again  in  line,  and  the  Fourth 
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Cor}»s    again    formed    line   of    battle,   Wood  on    the    riglit^ 
Stanley  on  the  left,  Newton  in  reserve. 

Howard  received  an  order  from  Sherman  to  put  thirty 
or  forty  pieces  of  artillery  in  position  and  shell  tlie  woods  in 
front  vigorously,  and  afterward  feel  the  enemy.  The  artillery 
opened  and  continued  for  an  hour  and  a  half  then  ceased^ 
and  the  skirmish  lines  went  forward,  followed  by  the  main 
line.  By  that  time  the  Fourteenth  Corps  had  come  up  and 
formed  on  the  right,  and  the  Twentieth  Corps  on  the  left. 
The  whole  line  advanced,  trying  to  reach  Cassville.  The 
skirmish  tire  was  very  heavy  and  progress  slow.  At  7  p.  m. 
a  hah  was  ordered,  the  line  being  then  within  one  mile  of 
Cassville.  In  the  last  advance  our  division  was  in  reserve, 
and  just  before  sundown  was  ordered  to  form  on  Stanley's 
left,  connecting  with  Geary's  division  of  Hooker's  corps.  On 
arriving  at  the  position  assigned  it  was  found  that  no  gap 
existed  between  Stanley  and  Geary,  and 
]^ewton  bivouacked  just  in  rear  of  the 
line.  The  losses  during  the  day  in  the 
Fourth  Corps  were  remarkably  light. 
The  frequent  changes  of  position  and 
repeated  formation  of  lines  made  the 
advance  unusually  wearisome. 

Hooker  had  advanced  by  a  road 
leading  direct  from  Adairsville  to  Cass- 
ville, and  met  opposition  similar  to  that 
experienced  by  the  Fourth  Corps.  Scho- 
field  moved  on  parallel  roads  and  came  up  on  Hooker's  left. 
McPherson's  command  halted  near  Kingston.  It  was  John- 
ston's pur[)Ose  to  risk  a  battle  at  Cassville,  and  he  had 
intrenched  on  a  range  of  hills  east  of  the  town  for  that 
purpose,  but  two  of  his  corps  commanders  objected,  claiming 
their  positions  were  untenable,  and  deeming  it  unwise  to  go 
into  battle  under  those  circumstances  Johnston,  against  his 
own  judgment,  ordered  a  retreat  beyond  the  Etowah. 
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Oil  May  20,  the  enemy  having  retreated  again,  Schofield 
was  ordered  to  pursue  to  the  river,  and  he  advanced  Cox's 
division  to  Cartersville,  meeting  but  slight  resistance  from 
Johnston's  rear  guard.  The  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Cassville  and  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee  near  Kingston  for  three  days,  officers  and  men 
enjoying  the  respite  from  marching  and  lighting  although 
tlie  time  was  occupied  in  active  preparations  for  another 
advance.  Kingston  was  made  the  depot  of  supplies  at  which 
wagons  were  loaded    for  a  twenty  days'  absence   from  the 

railway.  The  sick  and  wounded 
were  sent  to  the  rear,  and  by  the 
morning  of  the  23rd  all  were  ready 
to  march.  .  Brig.  Gen.  JS^athan  Kim- 
ball assumed  comniand  of  the  First 
Brigade  of  our  division  on  the  22nd. 

NEW  HOPE  CHURCH. 

Johnston's  army  •  crossed  the 
Etowah  several  miles  east  of  Kings- 
ton and  was  posted  on  Allatoona 
lluls.  bherman  regarded  a  direct 
advance  impracticable,  and  resolved  to  turn  the  position  by 
marching  southward  twenty-tive  miles  to  Dallas,  thence  east 
twenty  miles  to  Marietta,  or  to  any  other  point  on  the  rail- 
road he  might  be  able  to  reach.  The  movement  l)egan  on 
May  23.  McPherson  moved  on  the  road  to  A^an  Wert, 
orossed  the  Etowah  at  Wooley's  bridge,  camping  at  night  on 
Euharlee  Creek.  Thomas'  command  advanced  on  Dallas 
by  Euliarlee  and  Stilesboro.  Hooker's  corps  had  the  ad- 
vance, and  moved  at  daylight,  followed  by  Howard's  corps 
at  noon,  and  that  by  two  divisions  of  Palmer's  corps.  Hooker 
crossed  on  pontoons  above  Milam's  bridge,  Howard,  followed 
by    Palmer,   crossed   at   Gillem's    Bridge,   all    advancing    to 
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Eiiliarlee  Creek,  oar  division,  the  last  in  the  Fourth  Corps, 
^oing  into  camp  at  11  p.  M.  Schofiehl  followed  Hooker. 
McCook's  cavalry,  in  advance  of  Hooker,  skirmished  with 
the  enemy  to  Stilesboro,  where  McCook's  advance  was 
checked.     Stoneman's    cavalry   covered    the    left    and    rear. 


('AN.s\iLLE  TO  Atlanta. 


Garrard's  cavalry  was  with  McPherson.  The  day  was  hot 
and  the  roads  dusty.  May  24  McPherson  marclied  through 
Van  Wert  and  turned  towards  Dallas.  McCook's  cavalry 
preceded  Hooker  in  the  movement  on  Burnt  Hickory  and 
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then  moved  towards  AUatoona,  under  orders  to  picket 
all  the  roads  strongly.  The  Fourth  Corps  followed  the 
Twentieth,  going  into  camp  at  Burnt  Hickory  on  Hooker's 
right.  The  Fourteenth  Corps  camped  that  night  at  AUa- 
toona Ridge,  midway  between  Stilesboro  and  Burnt  Hickory. 
Schofield  advanced  on  Thomas'  left.  McCook  captured  a 
Confederate  courier,  bearing  a  dispatch  from  General  John- 
ston to  General  Jackson,  in  which  it  was  stated  that 
Johnston  was  nioving  in  the  direction  of  Dallas.  Garrard's 
cavalry,  in  front  of  McFherson,  reached  Pumpkin  Vine 
Creek,  where  it  repulsed  an  attack  and 
drove  the  enemy's  cavalry  back  toward 
Dallas,  On  this  date  Davis  division  of 
the  Fourteentli  Corps  marched  from 
Rome  by  way  of  Van  Wert  to  join  the 
(\)rps. 

The  movement  on  Dallas  was  or- 
dered to  continue  on  the  25th,  but  was 
interrupted  by  the  enemy,  resulting  in  a 
furious  battle  and  giving  a  new  direction 

J.  S.  Haley,  I  (1885).  ^      _, ,  , 

to  the  advance. 
McCook's  cavalry  and  Butterlield's  division  of  the 
Twentieth  Corps  marched  on  tlie  road  from  Burnt  Hickory 
to  Golgotha,  Geary's  division  on  the  direct  road  to  Dallas, 
Williams'  division  on  a  road  to  the  right;  the  Fourth  Corps 
followed  Williams.  General  Hooker  went  in  person  with 
Geary,  wlio  found  the  Bridge  over  Pumpkin  Vine  Creek  at 
Owen's  Mill  burning,  and  extinguished  the  flames.  When 
the  division  crossed.  General  Hooker  ordered  Gear}'  to  ad- 
vance on  the  fork  of  the  road  leading  to  New  Hope  Church. 
The  7th  Ohio  Infantry,  deplo3'ed  as  skii-mishers,  came  upon 
the  enemy  near  Hawkins'  house,  one  and  a  half  miles  east 
from  the  bridge.  Candy's  brigade  deployed  and  advanced 
half  a  mile,  driving  infantry  belonging  to  Hood's  Corps. 
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From  prisoners  captured  it  was  learned  that  Hood's 
entire  corps  was  near  New  Hope  Churcli.  General  Hooker 
sent  orders  for  Butterfield  and  Williams  to  cross  over  and 
join  Geary.  Williams  was  wntliin  two  miles  of  Dallas  with 
his  head  of  column  when  he  received  the  order,  and  he  at 
once  about-faced,  moving  by  tlie  left  flank  back  to  the  stream 
and  up  that  to  Gear3-'s  road,  then  forward. 

Howard  was  at  Hardin's  house,  about  seven  miles  from 
Dallas,  when  an  order  was  received  from  General  Thomas  to 
take  the  nearest  cross  road  and  join  Hooker. 

Hooker  formed  each  division  in  column  of  brigades  and 
advanced,  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  rapidl}-  for  the 
distance  of  one  mile  then  more  slowly  half  a  mile  further  to 
their  main  lines,  which  they  assaulted  but  could  not  carry, 
although  the  brigades  passed  lines,  each  in  turn  getting  a 
little  nearer  to  the  works.  The  entire  corps  became  engaged. 
Our  division,  leading  in  Howard's  corps, 
came  up  to  Hooker's  rear  as  the  latter 
was  about  to  advance  and  went  into  line 
on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  later  moved 
by  the  left  flank  into  the  road  and*then 
forward.  A  heav}'  rain  storm  set  in 
about  7:30  and  continued  for  several 
hours,  in  the  midst  of  wdiich  and  in  im- 
penetrable darkness  our  division  at  8:30 
p.  M.  got  into  position  on  Hooker's  left, 
followed  by  Stanley's  and  hiter  by  Wood's 
divisions,  all  arriving  too  late  to  become  engaged.  Hooker's 
losses  for  the  day  footed  up  63  ofticers  and  1602  men.  At 
the  sound  of  the  first  gun,  Sherman  and  Thomas  had  has- 
tened to  the  front,  and  witnessed  the  operations.  Johnston's 
army  was  again  in  position^.jicross  the  line  of  advance. 
Hood's  Corps  on  the  right,  its  center  at  New  Hojie  Chui'ch; 
Polks  Corps  in  the  center  and  Hardee's  on  the  left.  His 
line  crossed  the  road  from  Dallas  to  Marietta. 
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New  Hope  Church,  situated  five  miles  northeast  of 
Dallas,  is  a  place  where  several  important  roads  intersect^ 
and  therefore  of  strategic  importance. 

Hooker's  battle  on  the  25th  was  the  introduction  to 
a  struggle  which  may  be  fairly  described  as  a  continuous 
battle,  raging  for  eleven  days  and  iiig-hts  with  hardly  an 
hour's  intermission.  There  were  distinct  battles  at  various 
points  on  a  line  ten  miles  long,  some  of  them  named  by  the 
troops  engaged  as  separate  battles,  but  New  Hope  Church 
was  the  central  point.  From  one  end  of 
the  line  to  the  other  the  contending 
forces  w^ere  in  close  contact.  Artillery 
and  skirmish  firing  was  incessant.  Men 
were  shot  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and 
night.  On  many  parts  of  the  line  it  was 
never  safe  to  raise  a  head  above  the 
l)reastworks,  and  hazardous  to  move 
about  even  in  rear  of  the  reserve  lines. 

May  26  McPherson's  command  ad- 
vanced, clearing  away  the  enemy's  out- 
posts, and  before. night  found  Hardee's  main  line,  about  two 
miles  east  of  Dallas.  Davis'  division  of  Palmer's  corps,  by 
General  Thomas'  direction,  advanced  to  the  left  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee.  Hooker  readjusted  his  lines,  drove  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  into  his  works  and  intrenched  his  own 
Jine.  His  line  was  on  the  right  of  the  road  from  Burnt 
Hickory.  Howard  ordered  Newton  to  advance,  swinging 
liis  left  forward,  until  all  parts  of  the  line  came  into  close 
contact  with  the  enemy's  works,  and  sent  Wood  to  prolong 
the  line  to  the  left.  Wood  drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers 
before  him,  keeping  up  the  wheeling  movement  so  as  to 
maintain  connection  with  Newton,  crossed  Brown's  Mill 
Creek  and  secured  an  important  hill,  which  was  then  be- 
lieved to  be  opposite  Hood's  right  flank.  By  those  move- 
ments Howard's  line  ran  almost  east  and  west  and  nearly  at 
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right  angles  to  that  of  Hooker,  which  faced  east.  The  line- 
was  intrenched  as  fast  as  possible.  During  the  night  artil- 
lery was  placed  in  position.  Schofield's  cor[)s  moved  intO' 
position  on  Howard's  left,  but  with  a  refused  line,  facing 
nearl}-  east.  At  many  points  the  lines  established  were 
within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  works.  There  was 
brisk  skirmishing  on  all  parts  of  the  lines  and  many  casual- 
ties. One-half  of  the  125th  was  on  picket  duty  during  the 
day;  the  other  half  remained  with  the  second  line  and 
worked  on  intrenchments  at  night. 

May  27  was  opened  with  artillery  tiring  and  heav}-  skir- 
mishing on  all  parts  of  the  lines,  maintained  all  day  in  aid 
of  a  flank  movement,  General  Sliermau  had  ordered  an  assault 
from  the  vicinity  of  Wood's  position  with  a  view  to  turning 
the  enemy's  riglit.  Thomas  and  Howard 
looked  the  ground  over  and  decided  that 
it  must  be  made  further  to  the  east  in 
order  to  pass  beyond  the  enemy's  works. 
Howard  was  ordered  to  relieve  Wood's 
division  with  Stanley's  and  move  Wood 
to  the  left  beyond  Scholield,  and  there 
try  to  find  and  turn  the  enemy's  flank. 
Johnson's  division  of  the  Fourteenth 
Corps  was  ordered  to  follow  and  support 
Wood.  By  Howard's  order  Wood  filed 
left  and  moved  east  to  the  vicinity  of  Picket's  Mill,  where 
Howard  and  Wood  reconnoitered  and  discovered  a  new  line 
of  works  to  their  right  on  which  the  enemy  were  still  work- 
ing, but  could  see  none  directly  in  front.  McLean's  brigade 
of  Schofield's  corps  had  deployed  on  Wood's  right  to  keep 
up  communication,  and  was  now  ordered  to  move  out  oppo- 
site the  works  to  Wood's  right,  draw  their  fire  and  occupy 
the  enemy's  attention.  Johnson  was  brought  foi-wai'd  on 
Wood's  left.  It  was  4:30  p.  m.  when  all  were  ready  and  the 
order  to  advance  was  given.     Wood's  division  was  formed  in 
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six  lines,  half  a  brigade  front,  Ilazen's  brigade  leading,  fol- 
lowed by  Gibson's  and  that  by  KneHers.  But  two  brigades 
of  Johnson's  division  were  present.  Seribner's  was  formed 
on  the  left  of  Gibson's  brigade,  and  King's  followed  to  be 
used  as  occasion  required.  Hazen  advancing  emerged  from 
the  thicket,  then  encountered  a  terrific  fire  from  the  front 
and  both  flanks,  but  pushed  on,  crossed  the  field,  ascended  to  a 
wooded  slope,  and,  contrary  to  expectations,  found  a  line  of 
works,  his  first  line  planting  their  colors  within  a  dozen  yards 
of  the  works,  where  a  slight  irregularity  of  the  ground 
afibrded  partial  shelter.  Hazen  maintained  the  fight  until 
ammunition  was  exhausted,  when  Gibson's  bi'igade  relieved 
Hazen's.  Gibson  also  assaulted  the  works,  but  the  terrible 
fire  encountered,  especially  from  the  left  flank,  made  success 
impossible,  and  he  fell  back  sevent}-  or 
eighty  yards  and  there  kept  up  a  steady 
fire  until  ammunition  was  exhausted, 
when  he  was  in  turn  succeeded  by 
Ivnefler's  brigade.  Knefler  was  ordered 
not  to  assault,  but  his  men  pushed  Avell 
up  and  by  a  steady  fire  confined  the 
enemy  to  his  works  until  about  JO  p.  m., 
when  their  slackening  fire  revealed  to 
the  enemy  their  failing  supply  of  ammu- 
E.  Porter  Daley,  I  (1890).  intiou,  aud  the  cucmy  sallicd  and  chai-ged. 
Most  of  Knefler's  men  had  reserved  one  or  two  cartridges 
for  an  emergency,  and  they  poured  in  a  volley  so  destructive 
as  to  instantly  terminate  the  charge.  Quite  a  number  of 
Knefler's  oflftcers  and  men,  who  were  in  advance  of  the  main 
line,  were  captured  in  that  charge.  Knefler  then  retired  to 
the  right  of  the  line  already  taken  u]i  by  Hazen  and  Gibson, 
about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  works.  In  the 
meantime  Schofield's  corps  had  wheeled  to  the  right  so  as  to 
face  south  and  prolong  the  main  lines  eastward,  but  did  not 
extend  far  enousrh  to  connect  with  Wood.    Johnson  formed  on 
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Wood's  left.     Before  daylight  the  new  lines  were  intrenched. 
The  losses  in  Wood's  division  that  day  exceeded  1500  men. 

In  addition  to  the  Picketts'  Mills  att'air,  the  operation  on 
the  same  date  on  Newton's  front  and  on  the  extreme  right 
of  McPherson's  command  are  deserving  of  special  notice. 

KimbalTs  and  Wagner's  brigades  of  Newton's  division 
advanced,  gaining  ground.  At  3:30  p.  m.  the  enemy  cliarged 
in  an  effort  to  recover  the  ground,  and  were  repulsed. 
Walcutt's  brigade  of  Harrow's  division  held  the  right  of 
McPherson's  line  on  the  Villa  Rica 
road.  About  1  p.  m.  Walcutt's  line 
"svas  shelled  heavily  and  then  assault- 
ed, the  enemy  l)eing  repulsed  witli 
heavy  loss. 

On  this  date  Barker's  brigade 
on  the  right  of  Newton's  line  was 
engaged  ]:)rincipally  in  strengthening 
the  breastworks.  The  64th  Ohio 
was  on  the  skirmish  line,  and  lost 
Lieut.  George  C.  Marshall  and  two 
men  killed  and  tive  wounded.     Sev- 

dp       ,1  •  ,       •  Warren  H.  Fishel,  B  (1M).')). 

men  ot  other  regiments  m  our 

brigade  were  hit  while  working  on  the  breastworks.  At 
dark  the  125th  relieved  the  64th  Ohio  on  the  skirmish  line. 
May  28,  and  on  each  succeeding  day  including  June  5, 
and  frequently  at  night,  there  was  constant  artillery  firing 
and  skirmishing  on  some  parts  of  the  lines.  Sherman  had 
determined  to  try  for  the  railroad  at  Ackworth.  McPherson 
was  ordered  to  move  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  three  or 
four  miles  to  the  left,  across  the  interval  between  his  left  and 
General  Hooker's  position,  but  did  not  find  it  easy  to  do  so. 
The  enemy  assaulted  his  lines  late  in  the  afternoon,  striking 
his  several  divisions  in  succession  from  right  to  left.  Wal- 
cutt's brigade,  still  on  the  extreme  right,  had  the  hardest 
work  to  hold  their  ground,  but  managed  to  do  so,  their  well- 
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aimed  volleys  at  short  range  inflicting  terrible  punishment. 
The  enemy  left  244  of  their  dead  and  severely  wounded  men 
on  Walcutt's  front,  and  almost  as  many  more  on  other  parts 
of  Logan's  line.  Walcutt  lost  three  of  liis  regimental  com- 
manders—  Colonel  Dickerman,  103rd  Illinois,  and  Major 
Giesy,  commanding  46th  Ohio,  mortally  wounded,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Miller,  6th  Iowa,  severely  wounded. 

May  29  McPherson  attempted  to  withdraw  from  the  line 
in  front  of  Dallas  and  move  to  the  left,  but  when  his  troops 
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began  to  leave  the  works  the  enemy  at 
once  advanced,  and  they  were  compelled 
to  rush  back  to  the  works.  McPherson 
then  constructed  a  new  line  some  distance 
to  the  rear  in  which  to  make  a  stand  if 
promptly  }>ursued  and  otherwise  to  be 
held  by  a  rear  guard  until  the  main  bod}- 
got  well  awa}',  and  at  sunrise  of  June  1 
successfully  withdrew  and  moved  to  the 
-S  left,  relievinglHooker's  corps  in  front  of 
New  Hope  Church.  General  Davis'  di- 
vision at  the  same  time  relieved  part  of  Schofield's  corps, 
while  Stanley  and  Newton  extended  their  lines  to  relieve  the 
balance  of  Schoiield's  troops.  Baird's  division  came  up  from 
Burnt  Hickory  and  went  to  the  left. 

On  June  2nd  Hooker  and  Schotield  moved  to  the  left 
beyond  Baird  to  the  position  held  by  Stoneraan's  cavalry, 
and  these  two  corps  and  Baird's  division  then  advanced  by  a 
right  wheel,  skirmishing  briskly  and  gaining  ground.  On 
the  3rd  they  continued  to  advance  until  they  gained  the 
roads  leading  from  Dallas  to  the  railroad  at  Ackworth. 
While  these  movements  were  in  progress,  demonstrations 
were  made  on  other  parts  of  the  line  to  hold  the  enemy  in 
position  and  prevent  too  great  a  concentration  in  front  of 
Hooker  and  Schofield.      Stoneman's  cavalry  occupied  Alia- 
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tooiia  Pass  011  the  3rd,  and  on  the  4tli  McCook's  cavalry 
entered  Ackworth,  driving  out  a  small  body  of  tlie  enemy. 
On  the  night  of  the  4th  Johnston  abandoned  his  works 
and  fell  back  towards  Marietta.  Sherman  having  accom- 
plished tlie  task  of  turning  Allatoona  Pass,  was  again  in 
possession  of  the  railroad  line  and  south  of  the  Etowah. 


p]XTRACTS   FEOM   DIARY. 

May  23. —  Army  moving  with  twenty  days"  rations  and 
stripped  for  battle.  The  army  is  magnificent  and  powerful, 
but  my  trust  is  alone  in  God.  Our  corps  started  at  noon. 
Moved  slowly.  Crossed  the  Etowah  on  a  splendid  bridge  saved 
by  our  cavalry.  It  seems  that  we  are  turning  the  enemy's 
left.  Allatoona  Mountains  held  by  Joe  Johnston's  army  are 
not  the  thing  to  run  squarely  against. 

May  24. — Up  early.  Too  little 
sleep.  Marched  past  Barret's  Mills,  Mt. 
Zion  Church  and  Stilesboro ;  ascended 
the  mountain  by  a  rough  and  obscure 
road.  The  natives  said  :  "  How  did  you'ns 
ever  find  this  road?  "  Camped  at  7  p.  m. 
It  rained  hard  at  8  p.  m. 

May  25.— Marched  at  9  a.  m.  When 
Hearing  Dallas  turned  off  towards  ISTew 
Hope  Church.  Ilookei"  had  found  the 
enemy  and  tried  hard  to  reach  the  intersecting  roads  at  the 
church,  but  failed.  We  reached  position  at  his  left  after 
dark. 

May  26. —  Our  division  swung  forward  by  partial  right 
wheel  for  position  and  threw  up  works.  Company'  B  on 
skirmish  line.  Lost  no  men.  Relieved  at  night  by  F  and 
H.  Skirmish  firing  all  day.  Dispatch  read,  saying  Grant 
had  driven  Lee  across  North  Anna  River.  In  the  rush  for- 
ward this  morning  Xathan  Hatch,  of  B,  charged  into  the 


Xatii.vn   B.   Hatch,   B. 


26o 


OPDYCKE   'IIGERS, 


Confederate  line,  and  then,  seeing  be  was  alone,  ran  back, 
the  "Johnnies""  not  firing  on  him,  evidently  as  a  mark  of 
respect  for  his  bravery.  Such  tests  of  chivalry  should  not 
be  sought  every  da}',  however. 

May  27. —  Beautiful  day  but  for  the  din  of  war.  F  and 
H  relieved  before  daylight  by  G  and  K.  Regiment  in  second 
line  Avith  3rd  Kentucky,  65th  Ohio  and  79th  IlHnois,  Colonel 

Opdye-ke  commanding  the 
line.  William  H.  Miller,  of 
K,  was  killed  to-day.  War- 
ren H.  Fishel,  of  B,  was 
wounded.  Heavy  cannon- 
ading. Sharp  musketry  at 
times.  125th  relieved  64th 
(_)liio  on  }iicket  after  dark. 
<_)ut  posts  dug  riHe  pits. 
Strengthened  breastworks 
at  reserve.  Sharp  tiring 
about  midniglit.  Henry 
Adams,  of  G,  with  a  detach- 
ment from  other  regiments, 
started  for  Kingston  to 
bring  up  the  mail  providing 
they  are  not  caught  by  the 
enemy's  cavalry  or  by  bush- 
whackers in  the  mountains." 
May  28. —  On  picket  all  day.  Hudson  Fitch,  a  bright 
boy,  came  up  as  a  recruit  for  Company  D,  and  joined  on  the 
skirmish  line.  Wonder  what  he  thinks  of  life  at  the  front 
V)y  to-night.  oSTo  loss  in  the  125th  to-day,  owing  to  good 
pits  and  watchfulness.  Sharp  firing  most  of  the  day,  both 
sides  trying  to  hit  every  moving  thing.  Towards  night  rebs 
and  our  boys  began  talking;  agreed  to  cease  firing  awhile, 
and  then  two  men  of  5th  Louisiana  came  across,  exchanged 
tobacco  for  coftee,  made  a  short  visit  and  returned.     At  dark 
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relieved  by  the  42nd  Illinois,  and  went  back  to  second  line 
to  sleep. 

May  29. — Sabbath  day,  but  not  observed  as  such. 
Heavy  cannonading  and  musketry  tiring  along  the  lines  for 
twelve  hours.     125th  in  second  line  all  day. 

May  30. — Relieved  8rd  Kentucky  on  front  line  at  day- 
break. Skirmish  tiring  goes  on  with  an  occasional  report  of 
artillery.  Colonel  Moore  has  a  copy  of  the  Atlanta  Consti- 
tution, dated  28th,  secured  by  exchange  on  the  outposts.  It 
is  brave  and  hopeful  in  tone  but  confesses  terrible  losses  in 
battle.  All  quiet  at  night 
except  a  spurt  of  furious 
firing  at  midnight. 

May  31. — Relieved  and 
went  back  to  second  line  at 
daybreak  and  lay  quietly  be- 
hind the  works  all  day.  Our 
losses  for  the  month  of  May 
are  as  follows  :  Killed  and 
wounded  in  battle,  107. 

Resigned  —  C  ap  t.  Al- 
bert Yeomans,  Capt.  Aquila 
Coon  rod,  Ca})t.  A.  B.  Carter. 

Asst.  Surg.  John  E. 
Darby  was  promoted  to  Sur- 
geon of  the  42nd  U.  S.  Col. 
Troops. 

Died — Perry    Coon,   of 

,  John  Daley,  G  (1,s95). 

K,  at  jNashville. 

Discharged — Joseph  Tuttle,  of  D;  Corp.  John  L.  Beatty, 
of  F,  and  Sergt.  Andrew  J.  Christy,  of  G. 

Transferred  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps — Samuel  Wise, 
of  I. 

Promotions — Sergts.  Rolin  D.  Barnes  and  Richard  K. 
Hulse  to  Second  Lieutenants.     On  the  0th,  First  Lieut.  D. 
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A.  Stinger,  of  E,  to  Captain  of  G;  First  Lieut.  William  W. 
Ciisliing,  of  G,  to  Captain  of  I;  Second  Lieutenants  H.  N. 
Steadmau,  C.  C.  Chapman  and  Rolin  D.  Barnes  to  First 
Lieutenants  ;  Sergts,  Josiah  II.  Blackburn,  of  A,  and  Thomas 
M.  Burnham,  of  B,  to  Second  Lieutenants  ;  Thomas  Trimble, 
of  F,  to  Commissary  Sergeant. 

June  1. — The  125th  relieved  the  79th  Illinois  on  front 
line  at  4  a.  m.,  and  in  a  short  time  was  relieved  by  the  57th 
Indiana  and  moved  to  the  left.  Extending  our  lines.  125th 
on  left  of  the  division,  seven  companies  supporting  a  battery 
at  first  line  of  works,  A,  F  and  D  back  at  second  line.  Balls 
fly  in  all  directions  here.  'Eo  place  safe  but  close  behind  a 
breastwork. 

June  2. — At  daybreak  A,  F  and  C  joined  the  regiment 
on  front  line.  Both  sides  tiy  to  keep  the  other  from  show- 
ing heads  or  hands  al)0ve  the  works. 
The  battery  moved  away  at  noon. 
Rained  from  noon  until  3  o'clock. 
Five  men  were  wounded  to-day, 
viz.:  Zalmon  F.  Morris  and  William 
H.  Watkins,  of  C,  and  William  H. 
France,  Edmond  Swett  and  John 
Swett,  of  K.  Heavy  tiring  of!"  to 
the  left  in  the  evening.  We  are 
evidently  working  over  towards  the 
railroad. 

June  3. — Still  on  the  front  line 
and  short  on  rations.  Our  lines  are 
stretched  out  to  hold  works  while  other  troops  move  towards 
the  railroad.  The  enemy  hang  on  well,  but  "Uncle  Billy" 
Sherman  will  flank  them  out  sure.  The  enemy  charged  and 
carried  some  skirmish  pits  of  our  brigade  in  the  afternoon, 
and  were  expelled  by  a  counter  charge.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Swain,  42nd  Illinois,  was  wounded.     Rain  showers  make  the 
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June  4. — Relieved  at  daybreak  b}^  100th  Illinois  and 
97th  Ohio,  of  Wa_a,'ner"s  brigade.  Our  brigade  moved  farther 
to  left,  where  125th  was  in  rear  line.  Rainy  weather  and 
very  muddy.     At  dark  the  12oth  went  on  picket  line. 

June  5. — At  daylight  our  skirmish  line  discovered  the 
enemy's  works  empty,  and  the  regiment  advanced,  passed 
the  works,  found  a  few  cavalrymen,  drove  them  away  and 
halted  in  an  orchard,  forming  a  new  picket  line,  the  regiment 
deploying  in  a  long  skirmish  line.  It  is  thought  the  enemy 
have  retreated  beyond  the  Chattahoo- 
cliee.  At  night  we  were  relieved  by  the 
42nd  Illinois  and  went  back  to  the  works 
to  sleep. 

June  6. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.  ;    gen- 
eral direction  east  but  at  all  angles.  Halted 
about  thi-ee  miles  from  Ackworth.     Hot 
and  dusty.  Reported  that  we  will  rest  here 
several  days.     Probably  to  repair  railway 
and  get  up  supplies  for  the  next  move. 
The  enemy  have  not  gone  far.     Captain      -Samuel  fenx,  k  a«yo). 
Whitesides  (serving  on  Newton's  staff)  captured  a  Confed- 
erate flag  to-day  from  one  of  Wheeler's  cavalrymen,  a  party 
of  whom  lingered  too  long  and  were  cut  off  by  our  advance. 

June  7. — Colonel  Harker  received  liis  commission  as 
Brigadier,  to  rank  from  September  20,  1863,  second  day  at 
Chickamauga.  The  recognition  came  late,  and  has  been 
earned  again  and  again.  Mail  came  up.  A  general  clean- 
up to  day.  John  Warman,  of  F,  promoted  to  Color  Ser- 
geant. 

June  8. — Inspection  this  morning  by  Major  Brufl".  An 
order  from  General  Sherman  read  relating  to  straggling. 
Quartermaster  Carter  liaving  resigned,  left  for  home,  and 
Lieut.  Nyrum  Phillips  appointed  Quartermaster. 

June  9. — Preparing  to  move.  Sick  men  sent  to  hospital. 
Some  convalescents  came  up  ;  among  others  James  R.  Dick- 
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son,  J.  S.  Blim  and  Sylvanus  Baker,  of  A.  The  22nd  Illinois 
goes  home  to-morrow.  The  24th  Wisconsin  band  serenaded 
General  Harker  this  evening.  Marching  orders  for  to- 
morrow. 

PINE  MOUNTAIN. 

When  General  Johnston  evacuated  the  lines  at  New 
Hope  Church,  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  moved  to  the 
left  of  Schotield,  and  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  still  farther 
to  the  left,  to  the  vicinity  of  Ackworth.  General  Blair,  with 
two  divisions  of  his  corps,  joined  at  Ackworth.  General 
Sherman,  in  his  official  report,  described  the  country  and 
enemy's  lines  on  his  front  as  follows : 

"  Kenesaw,  the  l)old  and  strikinjj-  twin  mountain,  lay  before  us,  with 
a  high  range  of  cliestnut  hills  trending  off  to  the  northeast,  terminating  to 

our  view  in  another  peak  called  Brush  Moun- 
tain. To  our  right  was  a  smaller  hill,  called 
Pine  Mountain,  and  beyond  it  in  the  distance 
Lost  IMountain.  All  these,  though  linked  in 
a  continuous  chain,  present  a  sharp,  conical 
aj^pearance,  prominent  in  the  vast  landscape 
that  presents  itself  from  any  of  the  hills  that 
abound  in  that  region.  Kenesaw,  Pine 
Mountain  and  Lost  Mountain  form  a  triangle, 
Pine  Mountain  the  apex  and  Kenesaw  and 
Lost  Mountain  the  base,  covering  i:)erfectly 
the  town  of  Marietta  and  the  railroad  back  to 
the  Chattahoochee.  On  each  of  these  peaks 
the  enemy  had  his  signal  station,  the  sum- 
mits were  crowned  with  batteries,  and  the 
spurs  were  alive  with  men  busy  in  felling 
trees,  digging  pits,  and  preparing  for  the 
grand  struggle  impending.  The  scene  was  enchanting ;  too  beautiful  to  be 
disturlied  liy  the  harsh  clamor  of  war ;  but  the  Chattahoochee  lay  beyond 
and  I  had  to  reach  it.  On  approaching  close  to  the  enemy  I  found  him 
occupying  a  line  full  twelve  miles  long,  more  than  he  could  hold  with  his 
force.  General  INIcPherson  was  ordered  to  move  towards  Marietta,  his 
right  on  the  railroad  ;  General  Thomas  on  Kenesaw  and  Pine  Mountain 
and  General  Schofield  off  towards  Lost  Mountain ;  General  Garrard's  cav- 
alry on  the  left  and  General  Stoneman  on  the  right,  and  General  McCook 
looking  to  our  rear  and  communications." 


Lieut.  T.  M.  Biknham. 
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The  advance  was  resumed  on  June  10.  McPlierson's 
command  found  the  enemy's  skirmishers  one  mile  soutli  of 
Big  Shanty  station  and  drove  them  back  to  their  main  line 
of  works,  wdiich  crossed  the  Marietta  road  two  and  one-half 
miles  from  Big  Shanty.  General  Tliomas  sent  i^almers's 
corps,  Baird's  division  leading,  on  a  road  running  southeast 
by  Owens'  house  ;  Howard's  corps,  Stanley's  division  lead- 
ing, on  the  road  from  Burnt  Hickory  to  Marietta.  Hooker 
followed  Howard.  Baird  and  Stanley  forced  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  back  to  the  vicinity  of  Pine  Mountain.  Scho- 
field  advanced  on  the  Sandtown  road. 

On  the  lltli  the  lines  were  rectified  but  no  advance 
made. 

No  movements  occurred  on  the  l'2th  or  13th,  continuous 
rains  interfering  with  operations.  The  125th  was  on  picket 
the  night  of  the  13th. 

On  the  14th  Baird's  division,  on  tlie 
right  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps,  advanced, 
skirmishing  heavily,  and  by  night  was  in 
close  contact  with  the  enemy's  main  line 
east  of  Pine  Mountain,  Following  that 
movement  the  Fourth  Corps  wheeled  on 
the  right  division  as  a  pivot,  the  left  wing 
swinging  close  up  to  the  east  end  of  Pine 
Mountain.  Our  regiment  did  skirmish 
duty  during  tlie  movement,  with  two 
companies  deployed,  the  rest  as  reserve.  Lieutenant  Payne, 
of  Compan}'  I,  was  among  the  wounded.  Lieut.  Gen.  Leoni- 
das  Polk,  of  the  Confederate  army,  was  killed  bj^  a  shell 
wliile  observing  the  movements  from  the  top  of  Pine  Moun- 
tain. The  enemy  withdrew  from  Pine  Mountain  in  tlie 
night.  It  was  then  seen  that  the  eneni^-'s  main  line  was 
some  distance  south  of  Pine  Mountain,  inferior  works  con- 
necting witli  tliose  on  Pine  Mountain.  The  latter  were 
occupied  by  skirmishers.     Orders  were  issued   for  a  general 
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advance  on  tlie  afternoon  of  June  15.  Hooker,  pushing  for- 
ward on  the  right  of  Pine  Mountain,  carried  the  outlying 
works  on  his  front  and  then  sent  Geary's  division  to  try  the 
main  line.  Gearj^  was  repulsed,  his  loss  for  the  day  being 
519,  but  kis  men  held  a  position  close  up  to  the  works.  The 
Fourth  Corps  advanced  at  the  same  time  with  the  Twentieth, 
Newton's  division  leading.  Colonel  Bradley,  of  our  brigade, 
commanding  the  skirmish  line,  consisting  of  the  42nd  and 
51st  Illinois  and  3rd  Kentucky,  captured  two  strong  lines  of 
rifle  pits  and  drove  the  enemy's  skirmishers  into  their  main 
works,  sustaining  a  loss  of  45  killed  and  wounded.  Stanley 
came  up  on  Newton's  right,  his  skir- 
mishers connecting  with  Hooker,  and  a 
iH'igade  of  Baird's  division  came  up  on 
Xewton's  left.  The  country  was  rough 
and  rolling  and  covered  with  dense  wood 
and  underbrush.  Schotield,  on  the  right 
of  tlie  Twentieth  Corps,  also  advanced, 
finding  the  country  less  difficult  and 
meeting  slight  resistance,  the  enemy's 
advance  parties  falling  back  to  their  main 
j.,HN  MLKMiv.ca8i)5).  Y\\\(i  near  Gilgal  Church.  On  the  same 
date  McPherson  sent  Harrow's  division  of  Logan's  corps 
to  the  left  to  assault  the  right  flank  of  tlie  enemy's  line. 
Walcutt's  brigade  advanced  under  a  heavy  fire,  waded 
Noonday  Creek,  scrambled  up  the  steep  banks  and  charged 
up  the  slope,  driving  the  enemy  from  his  works,  taking 
about  four  hundred  prisoners,  and  sustaining  a  loss  of  63  in 
killed  and  wounded. 

The  enemy  occupied  an  almost  east  and  west  line  along 
the  watershed  that  divides  the  streams  flowing  north  to  the 
Etowah  from  those  flowing  south  to  the  Chattahoochee. 
From  Gilgal  Church  to  Lost  Mountain  their  line  was  held 
by  cavalry. 


MORE  FIGHTING. 


267 


On  the  16th  Schoiield  pressed  fomvai'd  on  the  right. 
Hooker  gained  gronnd  also,  and  Newton  and  Staidev  carried 
a  ridge  on  their  front.  Captain  Sinionson,  General  Stanley's 
Chief  of  Artillery,  was  killed  while  estahlishing  a  hattery  on 
the  new  line. 

MUDDY  CREEK. 

In  the  night  of  the  16th  Johnston  contracted  liis  line 
hy  drawing  back  his  left  wing. 

Early  on  the  17th  the  Fonrth,  Twentieth  and  Twenty- 
third  Corps  were  in  motion,  Scholield  and  Hooker  advancing 
several  miles  sonth  and  east  nntil  they  again  faced  the 
enemy  across  Mnddy  Creek,  while  Wood's  division  of  the 
Fourth  Corps  relieved  Stanley's  on  the  front  line,  advanced 
south  and  then  east.  Newton's  division  followed  Wood's, 
advancing  about  400  yards  and  then  went  into  position  on 
the  left  of  Wood.  Late  in  the  day  the 
skirmish  line,  consisting  of  the  97th  (31iio 
and  28th  Kentucky,  of  Wagner's  brig- 
ade, and  the  89th  Illinois,  of  Gibson's 
brigade,  charged  across  an  open  field  and 
carried  a  line  of  rifle  pits,  which  they 
held  during  the  night,  the  enemy  making 
two  attempts  to  retake  them.  Newton's 
skirmish  line  faced  the  angle  where 
Johnston's  new  line  of  works  left  the  old 
line,  just  beyond  Muddy  Creek,  and  the  johnmv.  kin(;,  b. 
enemy  held  a  part  of  the  old  line  in  front  of  tlie  angle. 

At  2  A.  M.  of  the  18th,  Wagner's  skirmish  line 
was  relieved  by  the  100th  Illinois,  26th  Ohio  and  57th 
Indiana,  Colonel  Bartleson  commanding  the  line.  At  8 
A.  M.  the  skirmishers  were  ordered  to  charge,  and  the 
entire  division  advanced  in  support.  The  three  regiments 
named  waded  Muddy  Creek  under  fire,  captui-ed  the  enemy's 
skirmish  pits,  and  then   with  a  second   rush   ex})ened   their 
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picket  reserve  from  tlie  outlying  work  and  held  it.  Havker 
«ent  the  3rd  Kentucky  to  Bartleson's  left  to  connect  with 
Baird,  who  was  swinging  forward  on  the  other  side  of  the 
angle,  and  General  IS^ewton  promptly  advanced  the  entire 
■division  to  the  ridge  within  about  300  feet  of  the  enemy's 
main  line.  The  position  was  held  by  detailing  the  best 
marksmen  in  each  company'  to  send  a  constant  stream  of 
bullets  over  the  enemy's  works  and  into  the  embrasures,  thus 
preventing  an  eftective  return  tire  of  artillery  or  musketry. 
•Six  batteries  of  artillery  were  brought  forwai'd  and  did  their 
part  in  keeping  the  enemy  quiet  Ijehind  his  works.  At  noon 
Bartleson  was  relieved  on  the  skirmish  line  by  the  64th 
Ohio,  42d  and  79th  Illinois  of  our  brigade.     The  casualties 

for  the  day  in  the  six  skirmish  regi- 
ments were  heavy,  but  comparativel}' 
light  in  the  others,  the  loss  in  the 
125th  Ohio  being  two  killed  and 
eight  wounded.  Those  killed  were 
Sergt.  James  Wetzel,  of  K,  and  John 
Vanhoof,  of  E.  Mark  Shields,  of 
C;  William  O.Major,  of  G;  and 
Henry  Green,  of  D,  were  among 
the  wounded.  Green's  wound  was 
fatal.  Shields  was  struck  in  the  face 
and  lost  several  teeth.  The  names 
cop.p.  CHARES  Wagner,  A  (1895).     ^f  ^j^g  others  are  not  known  to  the 

writer.  Johnston's  line  was  likely  to  be  broken  at  the 
center  by  Baird  and  ]!^ewton,  while  Schofield  turned  his  left, 
and  during  the  niglit  he  withdrew  his  entire  armj'  to  a  new 
position  about  two  miles  nearer  to  Marietta. 

ADVANCE  TO  KENESAW. 


The    center  of  Johnston's    new    line    was  on  Kenesaw 
Mountain.      Hood's     corps     was     on    the     right,    north     of 
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Marietta,    and    Hardee's  on   the    left,  liis    front    co\'ered   by 
Noses  Creek, 

It  t(Xik  several  days  for  our  troops  to  drive  the  enem^-' 
from  advanced  positions,  and  develop  their  main  lines.  By- 
night  ot  the  19th  the  Fourth  Corps  was  on  Noses  Creek;, 
Stanley's  division  on  tlie  direct  road  from  Gilgal  Cliurch  to 
Marietta  ;  Newtou's  division  on  Stanley's  left,  and  one  brig- 
ade of  Wood's  on  Stanley's  right,  the  other  two  in  reserve.. 
The  Fourteenth  Corps  was  on  the  left  of  the  Fourth,  con- 
necting wnth  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 
The  Twentieth  Corps  w^as  on  the  right  of 
the  Fourth  and  across  Noses  Creek.  The 
Twenty-third  Corps  was  still  further  to 
the  right,  wdiere  the  Saudtown  road 
crosses  Noses  Creek.  The  advance  was 
attended  with  severe  skirmishing,  the 
losses  for  the  day  in  the  Fourth  Corps 
being  about  one  hundred,  amoug  the 
number,  Lieut.  Freeman  Collins,  of  our 
regiment,  who  was  killed  by  a  shell  from 
the  euemj-'s  works. 

On  the  20th  McPherson's  troops  made  a  decided  for- 
ward movement.  On  the  extreme  left  of  the  army  Manning 
Force's  brigade,  of  Leggett's  division,  carried  a  hill  and  ren- 
dered aid  to  Garrard's  cavalry,  the  latter  being  hotly  engaged 
by  Wheeler's  cavaliy.  Logan's  Corps  and  one  division  of 
Dodge's  worked  close  up  to  the  foot  of  Kenesaw.  In  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Palmer's  Corps  worked  up  close 
to  the  southern  spurs  of  the  Mountain.  Howard  sent  one 
l)rigade  of  Stanley's  division  and  two  brigades  of  Wood's 
division  to  relieve  William's  division,  of  Hooker's  Corps, 
next  on  the  right  of  Howard  and  AVilliams  moved  to  the 
right  and  extended  the  line  of  his  own  corps  to  the  south. 
Stanley  advanced  liis  other  brigades,  Whitaker's  and  Kirby's, 
across  Noses  Creek,  each  of  them  carrying  liills  within   100' 
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yards  of  the  enemy's  works,  Whitaker  holding  his  position 
against  repeated  counter  attacks,  while  Kirby  was  driven 
oit'  before  his  troops  had  time  to  construct  works.  Whit- 
aker's  skirmish  line  was  commanded  by  Lieut.  CoL  James 
Watson,  40th  Ohio,  who,  with  a  part  of  his  con\mand,  was 
captured  in  one  of  the  tierce  attacks  made  by  the  enemy 
after  dark.  Whitaker  I'eported  that  in  two  instances  coming 
under  his  observation,  the  l>ayonets  of  the  National  and 
Confederate  soldiers  were  found  in  each  others  body,  proof 
positive  of  a  desperate  conilict. 

Our  division  spent  the  day  l)uilding  works.  About  40 
pieces  of  artillery  joined  in  the  bombardment  that  preceded 
the  charge  by  Whitaker  and  Kirby.     The  loss  in  those  two 

brigades  was  over  three  hundred. 
One  negro  servant  in  the  125th  and 
two  men  were  wounded  while  work- 
ing on  the  intrenchments,  riz.: 
James  R.  Dickson,  of  A,  anu  Wesley 
0.  Fishel,  ot  B. 

Scholield's  corps  was  two  miles 
from  Hooker's  right,  at  the  point 
where  the  Sandtown  road  crosses 
Noses  Creek,  and  Cameron's  brigade 
of  Cox's  division  forced  a  crossing, 
the  104th  Ohio  doing  good  work  on 
the  skirmish  line.  In  front  of 
Hooker's  corps  the  enem3''s  main  lines  were  several  hundred 
yards  distant. 

On  tlie  21st,  a  division  of  Palmer's  corps  relieved  New- 
ton's division  of  Howard's  corps,  and  we  moved  to  the  right 
of  Wood's  division  and  relieved  the  left  division  of  Hooker's 
corps  which,  in  turn,  moved  farther  to  the  right.  About  noon 
the  artillery  of  Stanley  and  Wood's  divisions  opened,  and 
fifteen  minutes  later  Kirby's  brigade  of  Stanley's  division 
and^two'  regiments  from  the  left  of   Wood's  division,   15th 
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and  49th  Ohio,  charged  and  carried  the  hill  from  which  Kirl)y 
had  been  expelled  on  the  20th.  Wood's  regiments  advanced 
still  farther  and  expelled  the  enemy's  skirmishers  from  a  line 
of  rifle  pits,  when  both  Wood  and  Newton  advanced  their 
main  lines  abont  400  yards  and  at  once  threw  np  works. 
Loss  in  the  Fonrth  Oori)S,  250.  In  125th,  two  severelv  and 
four  slightly  wounded.  William  II.  Lee,  of  B, was  shot  tljrough 
the  leg.  The  names  of  the  others  wounded  that  date  are  not 
known  to  the  writer.  On  the  right  flank  Cox's  division 
crossed  Noses  Creek. 

In  the  night  of  the  21st  Johnston  withdrew  Hood's  corps 
from  his  right  flank  and  sent  it  to  his  left  flank.  Hood  formed 
near  Zion  Church,  one  mile  east  of  Culp's  farm. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22nd,  Schofield  sent  Ilascall's 
division  to  form  on  the  right  of  Hooker,  near  Culi»'s.  At  the 
same  time,  Hooker  advanced  his 
right  division  (Williams')  to  the 
vicinity  of  Cnlp's  ;  Geary's  division, 
on  Williams'  left,  also  advanced. 
From  prisoners  taken  in  the  ad- 
vance, it  was  learned  that  Hood's 
corps  was  on  their  front.  Between 
o  and  4  p.  m.  Hood  made  a  deter- 
mined attack,  histing  until  dark, 
and  was  repulsed,  losing  about  one 
thousand  men,  the  Union  loss  being- 
less  than  three  hundred.  J5utter- 
tield's  division,  on  the  left  of  Hook- 
er's corps,  advanced  with  Geary  and  the  movement  was  taken 
up  by  our  division,  wliich  made  a  partial  wheel  to  the  left  to 
maintain  connection  with  Butterfield.  The  skirmish  line, 
97th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Milton  Barnes,  commanding,  lost  11 
men  killed,  and  7  ofiicers  and  80  men  wounded.  Loss  in  the 
Fourth  Corps,  about  250.     In  the  125th,  Isaac  Wilson,  of  A, 
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and  Williain  C.  Sheets,  of  I,  were  fatally  wounded,  and  John 
Hardnuin,  of  K,  wounded. 

The  125tli  was  in  the  second  line  all  day.  Hooker's 
movement  had  been  divergent  and  the  presence  of  Hood's 
corps  on  his  front  led  to  further  changes  in  the  lines.  A 
division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  was  relieved  by  a  division 
from  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  and,  moving  to  the  right, 
relieved  Stanley's  division,  then  on  the  left  of  the  Fourth 
Corps,  Stanley  moving  to  the  right  of  New^ton  and  relieving 
Butteriiekrs  division,  the  latter  moving  to  rejoin  Hooker. 
All  these  movements  were  effected  in  the  night. 

It  was  doubted  wdiether  or  not  the  intrenched  height  in 
front  of  Xewton's  and  Stanley's  divisions  was  a  portion  of  his 
main  line,  and,  by  General  Thomas'  direction.  General  How- 
ard ordered  another  advance  on  the  23d.     At  4:30  p.  m.  all 

of  the  artillery  that  could  be  placed 
in  position  to  bear  on  the  hill  opened 
and  maintained  a  rapid  fire  for  fif- 
teen minutes,  when  the  skirmish  line, 
the  57th  Indiana,  supported  by  the 
125tli  Ohio,  dashed  forward,  and 
after  a  stubborn  fight,  secured  a 
lodgment  on  the  hill,  at  some  points 
capturing  the  enemy's  skirmish  line 
of  rifle  pits,  but  found  the  enemy's 
works  to  be  well  constructed,  cov- 
ered by  an  abattis,  and  held  in  force. 
Colonel  Bartleson,  100th  Illinois,  was 
in  command  of  our  lines,  and  was  killed  at  the  bginning  of 
the  fight.  Companies  B,  E  and  K,  of  the  125th,  were 
deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  went  forward  with  the  57th 
Indiana;  the  other  companies  acted  as  supports  to  the  line. 
Capt.  Sterling  Manchester,  of  K  ;  Robert  F.  Rice  and  Nathan 
B.  Hatch,  of  B,  were  killed,  and  fourteen  men  wounded. 
Among    the    wounded    were    Lieut.    Henry  A.    Donaldson, 
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Emery  Gilmore,  of  B:  John  Murphy,  of  C;  Jacoh  Wyble, 
of  E  ;  Dry  den  Ferguson,  of  G;  Benj.  J.  Kilburn,  of  K,  and 
Christian  JSTewcomer,  of  F.  Wyble  and  Ferguson  died  from 
their  wounds.  The  total  loss  in  the  Fourth  Corps  on  that 
date  was  279. 


BATTLP:  of  KENESAW  MOUNTAIN. 

Having  worked  close  up  to  the  enemy's  intrenched  line. 
General  Sherman  found  it  necessary'  either  to  assault  the 
works  or  resort  to  another  flank  movement.  He  decided  to 
try  for  the  works.  A  successful  assault  would  have  been  an 
irretrievable  disaster  for  the  enemy,  and  there  was,  doubtless, 
good  reason  for  thinking  Johnston's  lines  too  long  to  l^e  well 
guarded  at  all  points,  but  the  assaulting 
troops  failed  to  find  weak  places. 

The  orders  for  June  27  required 
assaults  from  the  right  of  McPherson's 
command  and  from  the  right  of  the 
Fourth  Corps'  line,  the  main  attacks  to 
be  supported  by  a  general  advance  all 
along  the  lines,  the  latter  to  stop  short 
of  actual  assault  unless  weak  spots  were 
found  in  the  enemy's  lines. 

By  McPherson's  orders  Logan  di- 
rected General  Harrow  to  assault  with  Walcutt's  brigade  of 
his  own  division  and  the  brigades  of  Giles  A.  Smith  and 
J.  A.  Lightburn  of  M.  L.  Smith's  division. 

By  direction  of  General  Thomas,  Howard  designated 
Kewton's  division  of  the  Fourth  Corps,  and  Palmer  selected 
Davis'  division  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  to  form  assaulting 
columns.  The  assaults  were  all  made  at  the  same  hour.  We 
mention  those  by  other  troops  briefly,  and  describe  the  work 
of  our  own  brigade  more  in  detail. 

Harrow's  assault  was  on  Little  Kenesaw,  Walcutt's 
Ijrigade  on  the  left  was   opposite  the  gorge  between  Great 
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Kenesaw  and  the  smaller  hill ;  Giles  A.  Smith's  brigade  in 
the  center,  and  Lightburn  on  the  right,  the  formation  being 
in  two  lines  of  battle  covered  by  skirmishers.  The  ground 
between  the  lines  was  rough,  heavily  timl)ered,  covered  with 
undei'brush,  and  at  some  places  marshy.  Two  lines  of 
skirmish  pits  were  passed  and  part  of  their  occupants  cap- 
tured before  reaching  more  open  ground  in  front  of  the  main 
works,  but  the  latter  were  found  to  be  too  strong  and  too 
well  guarded  to  give  the  slightest  hope  of  success,  though  the 
troops  made  heroic  ettbrts  and  suffered 
heavy  losses,  and  Avere  then  retired  to 
the  line  of  skirmish  pits  taken  from  the 
enemy,  which  the^'  strengthened  and 
held.  Col.  A.  N .  Rice,  57th  Ohio,  was 
among  the  number  seriously  wounded. 

Davis*  division  assaulted  a  short  dis- 
tance to  the  right  of  JS'ewton,  irom  the 
front  of  Whitaker's  brigade  of  Stanley's 
di\ision.      Davis   moved   in   the   night  to 
jak.b  wyiile,  e.  ^],q  j.^.jj.  Qf   Stanley's  line,  and  early  in 

the  morning  sent  Morgan's  brigade  to  relieve  Whitaker's 
in  the  works,  while  the  brigades  of  Dan  McCook  and  John 
G.  Mitchell  formed  to  assault. 

Mitchell's  brigade  was  on  the  right  in  a  column  of  regi- 
ments, the  113th  Ohio  in  front,  next  the  121st  Ohio  ;  third, 
the  98th  Ohio;  and  fourth,  the  78th  Illinois,  while  the  34th 
Illinois  did  the  skirmish  work.  McCook's  l»rigade  also 
formed  in  column,  and  with  a  regimental  front,  the  125th 
Illinois  leading,  followed  by  the  86th  Illinois,  22nd  Indiana 
and  52nd  Ohio,  while  tlie  85th  Illinois  acted  as  skirmishers. 
They  went  forward  at  the  same  time  with  ISTewton's  division, 
over  rough  and  rocky  ground,  partly  covered  with  timber 
and  underbrush,  crossing  a  small  run  with  marshy  banks^ 
subjected  to  a  heavy  tire  of  artillery  and  musketry  from  the 
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start,  the  distance  being  about  600  yards,  and  wlien  they 
reached  the  works  were  too  much  blown  to  make  the  final 
struggle  up  the  slope.  By  that  time  their  ranks  were  being 
decimated  by  the  enemy's  fire  at  short  range  from  the  front 
and  Hanks.  McCook  fell  and  was  succeeded  by  Colonel 
Harmon,  of  the  125th  Illinois,  who  also  fell  a  moment  later. 
Within  a  few  minutes  half  a  hundred  officers  and  several 
hundred  men  bit  the  dust,  and  it  was  evident  the  works  were 
too  strongly  held  to  make  success  possible.  The  men  fell 
back  a  few  yards,  seeking  positions  that  aftbrded  partial 
shelter  from  the  storm  of  cannister  and  minie  balls,  and 
while  part  of  them  kept  up  a  return  fire  to  prevent  a  counter- 
charge, the  rest  threw  up  a  slight  breastwork  which  enabled 
them  to  hold  the  ground  until  night.  During  the  night  the 
works  were  made  strong,  and  Davis  held  tliem  until  the 
enemy  evacuated,  a  week  later. 

Newton's  division  assaulted  from  the  front  of  Grose's 
brigade  of  Stanley's  division,  a  short  distance  to  the  left  of 
Davis  ;  Marker's  brigade  was  on  the  right,  in  two  columns, 
the  right  column  being  one  regiment 
(51st  Illionis)  in  close  column  of  divisions 
left  in  front,  the  left  column  composed 
of  all  the  other  regiments  in  close  column 
of  divisions  right  in  front.  The  3rd  Ken- 
tucky was  at  the  head,  followed  by  the 
27th  Illinois,  65th  Ohio,  64th  Ohio,  79th 
Illinois,  and  42nd  Illinois,  in  the  order 
mentioned.  Wagner's  brigade  formed  at 
the  left  of  Harker's  in  one  close  column 
of  divisions.  Ivimball's  brigade  had  the 
same  formation  to  the  left  and  a  little 
to  the  rear  of  Wagner,  its  duty  being  to  guard  that  flank 
and  act  as  support  if  needed.  Stanley  and  Wood  each 
sent  two  brigades  to  follow  the  movement  and  act  as  circum- 
stances required. 


G.  Stanley  Pope, 
Sergt.  Major,  (ioth  O.  V.  I. 
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Colonel  Opdjcke,  then  commanding  a  demi-brigade, 
was  on  duty  as  Division  Officer  of  the  Day,  and  was  directed 
to  organize  and  lead  a  line  to  precede  and  clear  the  way  for 
the  storming  column  up  to  the  works.  He  chose  his  own 
regiment  to  precede  Barker's  brigade,  and  the  57th  Indiana 
was  designated  to  precede  Wagner.  The  duty  devolved 
upon  those  two  regiments  was  the  highest  possible  test  of 
heroism  and  discipline.  When  the  dreadful  ordeal  had 
passed,  we  of  the  125th  found  some  slight  consolation  for 
the  loss  of  comrades  in  the  fact  that  ever}-  officer  and  man, 
without  exception  so  far  as  known  had  performed  his  whole 
duty. 

The  troops  were  aroused  at  3  a.  m.  and  ordered  to  get 
breakfast.  Just  before  daybreak  the  125th,  in  light  marching 
order,  moved  to  the  right,  halting  be- 
tween the  front  line  of  works  and  skir- 
mish rifle  pits  held  b}'  Grose's  brigade, 
formed  in  column  of  companies  and  closed 
in  mass.  The  order  for  the  assault  was 
there  disclosed  to  the  men,  who  were  in- 
formed that  the  125th  was  to  precede  the 
brigade,  kill  or  capture  the  men  holding 
the  enemy's  skirmish  pits,  push  on  up  to 
the  main  works  and  enter  them  witli 
the  head  of  the  assaulting  column  ;  if  the 
assault  failed  to  fall  back  slowly,  covering 
the  retreat.  Before  the  details  of  the  movement  could  be 
fully  explained  the  rising  sun  dispelled  the  fog  partially  and 
disclosed  the  position  of  the  regiment  to  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers, who  opened  fire.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Moore  ordered 
deployment  into  line  and  advance  to  Grose's  riHe  pits. 
Lieut.  E.  P.  Evans,  of  D,  was  mortally  wounded  while  mak- 
ing that  movement.  Grose's  men  in  the  rifle  pits  were  full  of 
curiosity  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  visit.  When  informed  they 
became  Job's  comforters,  freely  expressing  the  opinion  that 


John  \V.  Fuller, 
Brevet  Major  General. 


BATTLE  OF  KENESAW  MOUNTAIN. 


277 


no  troops  could  cross  the  interval  between  the  lines.  The 
otticer's  call  sounded  and  the  othcers  assembled  for  final 
instructions.  Major  Bruit"  was  to  have  special  charge  of  the 
right  wing,  Colonel  Moore  going  forward  with  the  left  wing. 
The  men  w^ere  not  to  fire  until  they  reached  the  enemy's  rifle 
pits.  The  assaulting  column  was  then  forming  near  the 
main  line  of  works.  In  front  of  the  12otli  was  an  open  field 
descending  for  about  100  yards  to  the  bottom  of  a  ravine,  on 
the  other  side  of  which  was  the  timbered  slope  of  the  ridge 
held  by  the  enemy.  Their  skirmish  line  was  in  a  rifle  trench 
part  way  up  the  slope,  their  main  line  in  strong  works  upon 
the  crest  of  the  ridge.  From  the  skir- 
mish line  up  to  the  main  works  the 
ground  was  well  covered  with  under- 
brush. In  front  of  their  nniin  line  was  a 
strong  abattis,  constructed  by  felling  tim- 
ber, and  where  the  felled  trees  were  too 
far  apart,  connecting  them  by  logs, 
through  which  lioles  were  bored  and 
stakes  inserted,  the  sharpened  points  pro- 
jecting at  all  angles,  the  whole  securely 
interlaced  and  bound  together.  The  ex-  harvey  w.  lamb,  c. 
isience  of  the  abattis  was  not  discovered  until  our  regiment 
reached  the  rifle  trench.  The  assault  was  ordered  for  8  a.  m. 
but  it  was  an  hour  later  when  the  signal  gun  was  fired  and 
our  buglers  sounded  the  advance. 

The  enemy  opened  fire  instantly  when  the  line  started 
forward.  The  open  field  was  passed  quickly  and  on  enter- 
ing the  ravine  the  enemy's  fire  was  harmless  for  a  minute, 
but  witliout  halting  the  line  swept  on  up  the  slope,  catching 
about  one  more  round  from  their  skirmishers  who  had  not 
time  to  load  for  a  second  round  before  our  boys  were  jump- 
ing over  the  barricades.  "Don't  shoot,  we  surrender,"  they 
shouted.  They  were  ordered  to  the  rear  and  needed  no 
urging,  for  captor  and  captive  were  both  subjected  to  a  heavy 


278 


OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 


lire  of  artillery  and  musketry  from  their  main  works,  and 
while  the  prisoners  fled  down  the  ravine,  their  captors 
pressed  upward  until  arrested  by  the  abattis,  when  they 
threw  themselves  on  the  ground  and  commenced  tiring.  The 
assaulting  column  was  already  coming  up  from  the  ravine, 
and  as  soon  as  seen  by  the  enemy  was  subjected  to  a  tornado* 
of  cannister  and  minie  balls,  the  eneni}'  concentrating  their 
tire  on  the  head  of  column,  but  the  impetus  given  by 
successive  lines  soon  brought  it  forward  to  the  abattis. 
Stopped  by  that  impenetrable  barrier  the  men  at  the  head  of 
the  column  also  threw  themselves  upon 
the  ground,  succeeding  lines  breaking  out 
to  the  right  and  left,  men  seeking  shelter 
and  opportunity  to  return  the  enemy's 
lire.  General  Harker  was  then  at  Grose's 
rifle  pits,  and  learning  that  his  head  of 
column  was  checked  and  broken  he  rode 
forward,  calling  to  the  men  to  press  on, 
break  through  the  abattis  and  scale 
the  works.  As  he  progressed  a  new 
impetus  was  imparted  to  the  column, 
and  otflcers  and  men  surged  forward. 
Harker  reached  the  front  line  at  the  position  of  our  Company 
I,  and  then  horse  and  rider  fell,  the  horse  killed  and  Harker 
mortally  wounded.  The  renewed  eftbrt  increased  losses  but 
would  have  failed  had  Harker  escaped.  Opdycke  and  others 
did  all  that  was  possible  to  insure  success,  but  the  case  was 
hopeless.  In  that  renewed  ettbrt  inspired  by  Harker  one 
battle  flag,  that  of  the  27th  Illinois,  reached  the  works  and 
floated  there  for  a  few  seconds.  Our  Lieutenants  Dilley  and 
Burnhan  fell  at  that  time.  The  abattis  could  be  passed  only 
at  a  few  places  and  the  few  men  who  survived  the  eftbrt  to 
pass  could  not  eftect  a  lodgment  in  or  on  the  works.  iSTearly 
the  entire  brigade  was  by  this  time  flring  steadily  but  could 
not  reduce  the  volume  of  iron  and  lead  cominu-from  the  well- 
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protected  foe.  Very  soon  an  order  came  forward  tur  the 
column  to  fall  back  to  Grose's  works.  The  125th  followed 
as  far  as  the  captured  rifle  pits  and  held  them  until  relieved 
by  fresh  troops  half  an  hour  later. 

The  125th  went  in  that  morning  with  260  rifles,  Init 
little  more  than  half  our  number  when  the  campaign  opened, 
and  lost  in  the  assault,  3  otflcers  mortally  wounded,  8  otflcers 
wounded,  14  men   killed  and  mortally  wounded  and  33  men 


S.vMiEi.  I).  HowELLs,  K  (1895). 


Ser(;t.  Jacob  Jewki.l.  F  (]J-(i2). 


Avounded  ;  total  58.  The  51st,  27th  and  42nd  Illinois  and  3rd 
Kentucky  each  lost  from  forty  to  fifty.  The  losses  in  the  79th 
Illinois,  and  64th  and  65th  Ohio,  were  somewhat  lighter  than 
in  the  other  regiments.  Col.  H.  X.  Whitbeck,  of  the  65th 
Ohio,  was  badly  wounded.  "Wagner's  brigade  advanced 
the  same  time  as  ours,  met  a  like  destructive  fire,  concen- 
trated on  the  narrow  front  presented  by  the  head  of  column. 
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and  like  ours  was  checked  at  the  abattis,  and  soon  after  was 
ordered  to  fall  back  to  the  ravine,  when  the  regiments 
deployed  and  opened  fire.  Opdycke  thought,  and  so  report- 
ed, that  Kimball's  brigade  if  then  rushed  to  the  front  might 
eft'ect  an  entrance,  and  Kimball  was  ordered  to  oblique  to 
the  right,  pass  through  Wagner's  line  and  renew  the  assault 
at  that  point.  Kimball's  leading  regiment,  the  74tli  Illinois, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Kerr,  commanding,  deployed  while 
advancing  and  rushed  on,  closely  followed  by  the  other  regi- 
ments, Wagner's  regiments 
also  advancing,  all  making 
an  heroic  effort  to  reach  the 
works,  but  could  not  do  so. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Kerr 
was  mortally  wounded  when 
close  up  to  the  works,  and 
was  captured,  a  number  of 
his  men  meeting  a  like  fate. 
By  that  time  the  order 
to  retire  was  received.  The 
losses  in  Wagner's  and  Kim- 
ball's brigades,  respectively, 
were  about  the  same  as  in 
Harker's.  Colonel  Miller, 
36th  Illinois,  was  mortally 
wounded;  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Chandler,  88th  Illinois, 
c.PT.Knw.K.G.WHiTEs,DEsas95).  ^,^g    V\\\^i{-    Major  Peat- 

man, 26th  Ohio,  wounded — a  heavy  loss  of  regimental  com- 
manders. 

General  Marker  anticipated  a  desperate  struggle.  Just 
before  the  signal  to  advance  was  given  he  handed  his  money 
and  some  trinkets  to  Capt.  E.  G.  Whitesides  (of  125th)  a 
member  of  his  staff,  and  gave  the  Captain  instructions  to  be 
carried  out  if  the  General  fell.     When  Harker  started  to  the 
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front  he  ordered  Whitesides  to  remain  at  the  ritle  pits  until 
the  42nd  Illinois,  last  in  the  column,  had  passed.  He  prob- 
ably intended  to  keep  the  Ca})tain  out  of  the  extreme  peril 
he  was  himself  about  to  face,  but  his  kind  intentions  failed. 
The  42nd  passed  the  works  quickly  and  rushed  to  the  front, 
and  Whitesides  hastened  on  to  rejoin  the  General,  reaching 
the  front  in  the  midst  of  the  3d  Kentucky  men,  and  received 
a  ball  in  his  right  thigh  at  the  same  moment.  He  dis- 
mounted and  found  the  limb  was  not  broken.  Coh^nel  Dun- 
lap  urged  him  to  get  away  at  once  and  he  tried  to  remount, 
but  while  in  the  act  his  horse  was  shot  and  fell  dead,  throwing 
the  Captain  to  the  ground.  Dunlap  then  ordered  two  men 
to  carry  him  to  the  rear,  whence  he  was  taken  in  an  ambu- 
lance to  the  hospital  and 
placed  on  a  cot  next  to  the 
one  occupied  by  Harker. 
The  latter  said  :  "  Is  that 
you,  my  dear  boy  ?" 

General  Harker  expired 
at  1  p.  M.  Generals  Stanley 
and  Wood  and  other  friends 
witnessed  his  death,  and  all 
were  moved  to  tears  by  the 
sad  event.  Col.  Luther  P. 
Bradley,  51st  Illinois,  suc- 
ceeded Harker  in  command 
of  the  Third  Brigade. 

The  list  of  casualties  in 
the  125th,  as  near  as  it  can 
be  given  now,  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

Killed— Lieut.  Alson  C. 
Dilley ;  Adrian  Fitch,  of  B  ;  ]S"orman  Gibson,  of  E ;  John 
Irwin,  of  G  ;  Michael  Elliott,  David  B.  Goodwill,  James  L. 
Lowman,  Gottleib  Schultz  and  Charles  Williams,  of  H ; 
Serg.  William  G.  Weimer  and  Squire  E.  Edwards,  of  I. 


Brki.  Gen.  Ciiaki.es  G.  Hakkeh. 
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Mortally  \vouti(K'(l — Lieut.  Ephriam  P.  Evans  (died 
July  8):  Limit.  Thomas  M.  Burnliam  (died  July  13);  Asa 
Hagar,  of  B,  (died  July  13) ;  Sylvester  Waterman,  of  C,  (died 
July  18)  :  George  Cramer,  of  I  (died  July  20),  and  William 
C.  Sheets,  of  I,^(died  -Inly  13). 

Wounded — Major  Joseph  Bruti",  Captains  E.  G.  White- 
sides  and  Elmer  Moses,  Lieutenants  Charles  C.  Chapman, 
Henry  A.  Donaldson,  Charles  Leimbach,  Ralsa  C.  Rice  and 

Freeman  Tlioman.  Enlisted 
men  :  (yorp.  Dighton  Young 
and  J.  Crouse,  of  A ;  George 
^lurdock,  Jolm  W.  King, 
Wallace  J.  Henr}-,  Samuel 
Fenn  and  Patrick  Welch, 
of  B  ;  Howard  Bascomb, 
Cassias  Coats,  John  A.  Har- 
wood,  Harvey  Lamb  and 
George  Waterman,  of  C  ; 
William  B.  Scott,  of  F; 
Charles  B.  Randall,  of  G  ; 
John  Dailey,  John  Henson 
and  Frederick  ^auck,  of 
H;  Robert  L.  Fulton,  of  K. 
Nearly  all  of  those  here 
named  recovered  and  re- 
turned to  duty  ;  others  Avere 
discharged  from  hospitals, 
cause  not  given  on  the  record,  and  it  is  uncertain  who  they 
were. 

Captain  Moses  was  struck  twice,  one  ball  shattered  the 
bone  of  his  lett  thigh  and  another  lodged  in  his  leg  below 
the  knee.  Rufus  B.  Woods  and  Fred  K.  Knight,  of  B., 
carried  liim  from  tlie  field.  He  was  never  again  lit  for  duty. 
Lieutenant  Thoman  was  hit  after  the  regiment  retired 
to  the  captured  pits.     John  Dailey  lost  an   arm.     Our   left 
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wiuo-  suftered  most,  having  least  favorable  ground.  Benja- 
min J.  Porter,  of  I,  was  beside  the  color  bearer  of  the  3rd 
Kentucky  when  the  latter  was  killed,  and  Porter  caught  up 
and  carried  the  flag  for  a  few  minutes.  James  Willemin,  of 
F,  was  one  of  the  men  who  carried  General  Harker  from  the 
field. 

Our  killed  were  recovered  under  a  flag  of  truce  on  the 
28th. 

Our  losses  in  June,  in  addition  to  those  before  noted, 
were  :  Discharged  on  account  of  wounds,  Prancis  Sprague, 
of  B,  and  Charles  H.  Countryman,  of  E.  For  disability, 
Solomon  Ames,  of  D.  Eesigned  on  account  of  Avounds, 
Capt.  Steen  B.  Parks. 

ON  TO  THE  CHATTAHOOCHEE. 


Having  failed  to  break  the  lines  by  assault.  General 
Sherman  gave  orders  for  a  movement  b}"  the  right  flank,  Mc- 
pherson's three  corps  to  go  from  the  left  to  the  extreme  right 
where  Schofield  was  holding  an  advanced 
position  beyond  the  enemy's  flank.  It 
required  a  few  days  to  accumulate  rations 
and  load  them  in  wagons.  M.  L.  Smith's 
division  of  Logan's  corps  was  sent  in  ad- 
vance to  Schofield,  enabling  the  latter  to 
make  his  position  more  secure.  On  June 
29  the  125th  was  on  the  skirmish  line. 
Some  of  the  boys  met  a  party  of  the 
enemy  between  the  lines  and  made  an 
agreement  with  them  that  neither  side 
should  fire  unless  an  advance  was  at- 
tempted. That  may  not  have  been  an  authorized  proceed- 
ing, but  it  made  things  more  comfortable.  The  Twentieth 
Corps  extended  to  the  right  relieving  Hascall's  division  of 
Twenty-tlnrd  Corps,  Hascall  moving  nearer  to  Cox.     After 
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dark  on  the  i'lid  of  Jnly  the  Fourth  and  Fourteenth  Corps 
stretclied  out  to  tlie  left,  and  with  Garrard's  cavalry  covered 
the  line  vacated  by  McPherson's  command,  which  marched 
to  the  Saudtown  road. 

General  Johnston  anticipated  the  inevitable  Hank  move- 
ment and  fell  back  during  the  night.  Pursuit  was  begun 
early  on  the  3rd.  William  Hull,  colored,  was  picked  up  that 
morning,  having  slept  through  the  evacuation.  He  served 
with  us  as  Major  Bruff's  servant  to  the 
end  of  the  war. 

The  Fourth  Corps  entered  Marietta 
at  8  A.  M.  At  10  A.  M.  again  advanced  on 
the  road  east  of  the  railroad,  the  Four- 
teenth and  Twentieth  Corps  going  on 
roads  west  of  the  railroad.  About  noon 
the  Foui'th  Corps  was  ordered  to  cross 
over  and  march  on  the  railroad,  and  at 
3  P.  M.  came  upon  the  enemy's  skirmish 
pits  in  advance  of  their  main  works^ 
crossing  the  railroad  at  Smyrna  camp  ground,  about  live 
miles  south   of  Marietta. 

Stanley  deployed  with  right  resting  on  the  railroad;  our 
division  went  to  his  left,  and  Wood's  still  further  to  the  left. 
The  Fourteenth  corps  came  up  on  the  right  of  the  railroad^ 
and  the  Twentieth  Corps  on  the  right  of  the  Fourteenth. 
McPherson  was  still  further  to  the  right,  west  of  Xickajack 
Creek. 

July  4  Sherman's  army  celebrated  by  pressing  the  enemy 
at  all  points.  Our  main  lines  were  advanced  to  the  lines  oc- 
cupied by  the  skirmishers  and  held  the  ground.  The  skirmish 
work  for  our  own  brigade  was  performed  by  the  79th  lUinois,^ 
supported  by  the  42nd  Illinois.  The  12oth  moved  with  the 
brigade,  and  worked  on  the  intrenchments  thrown  up  on  the 
advanced  line.  Part  of  McPherson's  command  crossed  Xicka- 
jack  Creek.     The  Sixteenth  Corps  skirmish  line,  commanded 
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by  Col.  Edward  F.  Xoyes,  39th  Ohio,  captured  an  advance 
work.  Colonel  Xoj'es  was  severely  wounded.  At  night-fall 
the  opposing  armies  were  in  close  contact  and  under  cover  of 
darkness,  the  Confederates  fell  hack  to  a  shorter  line  near 
the  river.  Their  absence  was  discovered  at  daylight  and 
orders  were  given  for  immediate  pursuit.  The  Fourth  Corps 
advanced  along  the  railroad,  Hazen's  brigade  leading.  At 
Yiniug's  Station  a  rear  guard  was  found  behind  a  rail  barri- 
cade, from  which  they  were  driven,  and  retired  by  a  road 
leading  east  to  Pace's  Ferr}',  where  they  crossed  the  Chatta- 
hoochee on  a  pontoon  bridge. 

The  enemy  were  in  force  across  the  river  and  their  skir- 
mishers lined  the  river  bank.  Wood  went  into  camp  on  a 
ridge  half  a  mile  from  the  river,  our  division  went  to  Wood's 
left  and  rear,  and  Stanley  still  farther  to  the  left.  McPher- 
son's  right  also  reached  the  river  ])elow 
tlie  enemy's  left  Hank.  From  a  hill  at 
Vinings  the  general  otiicers  and  a  good 
many  of  the  boys  ol)tained  a  view  of 
Atlanta. 

Stoneman's  cavalry  operated  vigor- 
ously on  the  river  below  McPherson's 
right,  and  his  movements,  together  Avith 
McPherson's,  led  the  enemy  to  expect  an 
attempt  to  cross  below  the  railroad. 
Sherman  gave  orders  for  movements  in- 
tended to  strengthen  that  impression, 
but  prepared  to  cross  above.  He  sent  Scliofield  to  the 
mouth  of  Soap  Creek,  six  or  seven  miles  above  Howard's 
left,  to  effect  a  crossing. 

Garrard  occupied  Roswell  on  the  6th,  and  burned  the 
large  woolen  and  cotton  factories  there,  the  owners  vainly 
trying  to  save  them  by  displaying  a  French  flag  and  claiming 
allegiance  to  France.  They  had  been  operating  exclusively 
for  the  Confederate  Government. 
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On  the  8tli,  Scbofield  eltected  a  crossing  at  the  month  of 
Soap  Creek. 

Garrard  crossed  at  lioswell  on  the  9th,  and  McPher- 
son  started  Dodge's  corps  to  that  point.  Sherman  transferred 
all  of  McPherson's  comnuind  from  right  to  left  for  the  next 
advance.  As  Dodge  had  a  long  march,  onr  division  was 
ordered  to  Koswell  temporarily,  and  marched  without  wagons 
or  camp  eqni})age,  taking  roads  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy, 
making  a  distance  of  sixteen  miles  on  a  very  hot  day.  About 
sunset  our  brigade  waded  the  river  at  a 
ford  and  relieved  Minty's  cavalry  brigade, 
the  125th  going  on  picket. 

Johnston  abandoned  liis  works  and 
crossed  to  the  south  side  of  the  Chatta- 
hoochee in  the  night  of  the  9th,  burning 
the  railroad  and  wagon  bridges.  Our 
di\ision  was  relieved  on  the  10th  by 
Dodge's  corps,  recrossed  the  Chattahoo- 
chee on  the  11th,  and  on  the  12th  marched 
back  to  the  camp  at  Pace's  Ferry.  On 
the  same  date  Stanley's  division  crossed 
the  river  on  Schotield's  pontoon  and  marched  down  to  a  strong 
position  covering  Power's  Ferry,  when  a  pontoon  bridge  was 
laid  there  on  wliicli  Wood's  division  crossed.  On  the  18th 
our  division  rejoined  the  corps,  crossing  at  Power's  Ferr}'. 

NANCY'S  CREEK  — BUCK  HEAD. 


Coi-.  H.  X.  Whitbeck, 
Coth  O.  V.  I. 


On  the  13th  there  was  a  general  advance.  McPherson 
marching  from  Roswell  to  the  railroad  a  few  miles  east  of 
Decatur.  Scbofield  moved  ria  Cross  Iveys  toward  Decatur. 
The  Army  of  the  Cumberland  crossed  IS'ancy's  Creek  and 
drove  the  enemy's  cavalry  back  to  Peach  Tree  Creek.  Pal- 
mer's right  Avas  near  the  junction  of  Xancy's  Creek  and  Peach 
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Tree  Creek,  Hooker  in  the  center  and  Howard  at  Buck  Head. 
Our  brigade  led  in  the  Fourth  Corps  and  the  skirmish  work 
was  performed  by  the  125th,  su]iported  by  other  regiments  of 
Opdycke's  demi-brigade.  At  the  crossing  of  I^ancy's  Creek 
the  passage  was  disputed  by  Williams'  brigade  of  Wheeler's 
cavalry,  covered  by  a  barricade  and  supported  by  a  four-gun 
battery.  Colonel  Opdyke  ordered  Lieutenant  Colonel  Moore 
to  drive  them  out,  sending  tlie  3rd  Kentucky  forward  on  our 
left,  and  the  work  was  (juickly  done,  after  which  there  was  a 
running  fight  for  six  miles  to  Buck  Head. 

At  a  churcii  furtlier  on,  the  enemy  made  a  second 
determined  stand,  and  Opdycke  sent  the  65th  Ohio  also  to 
the  front  line.  A  third  stand  was  made  on  a  hill  from  which 
they  fired  by  volley  but  overshot.  At  J3uck  Head  they  rallied 
in  and  tried  to  hold  their  works  but  were  expelled  before 

they  had  time  to  fairly  form,  and  our    , „  . 

own  line  advanced  half  a  mile  fur- 
ther and  halted  near  Wheeler's  late 
headquarters,  six  miles  from  At- 
lanta. 

One  man  killed  and  five  wound- 
ed in  the  125th  was  a  light  loss, 
considering  the  work  done,  and 
showed  how  well  the  men  could  take 
advantage  of  trees,  fences  and  ine- 
qualities of  the  ground  and  still 
make  rapid  progress. 

Samuel  Rogers,  of  E,  was  killed. 
Jesse  B.  Luse,  of  C,  lost  an  arm.  Sergt.  Jacob  Jewell,  of  F, 
was  slightly  wounded  in  the  side.  The  names  of  the  other 
three  wounded  are  not  now  known. 

The  enemy  lost  a  Colonel,  killed,  and  Captain,  wound- 
ed, whom  they  were  unable  to  remove  on  account  of  our 
rapid  advance. 
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Corporal  James  Willemiu,  of  F,  captured  an  officer, 
Avho  came  from  the  left  of  their  line  towards  the  center,  not 
knowing  the  center  had  been  expelled,  until  he  heard  the 
command  "halt,''  and  found  himself  covered  by  the  Corporal's 
rifle,  whose  comrades  were  pressing  forward,  leaving  no 
chance  for  escape. 

Opdycke's  favorite  horse,  Barney,  was  killed  under  him, 
and  he  mounte<l  another.     Coming  up  to  a  deep  miry  ravine 

which  the  men  crossed,  Capt.  John 
W.  Tuttle,  in  command  of  the  3rd 
Kentucky  at  that  time,  could  not 
induce  his  horse  to  cross.  Colonel 
Opdycke  rode  up  and  made  the  at- 
tempt, and  his  horse  mired  so  that 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  him. 
He  said  "  Barney ' "  would  have 
crossed.  Just  then  a  shell  burst  near 
and  Captain  Tuttle's  horse  broke 
away  from  him  and  ran  to  the  rear, 
leaving  both  officers  to  overtake  the 

CiiKsTKi:  Tittle,  C  (1895).  i  •  v      t.  rr\\  ca    ^  i     i.i 

line    on    toot.       ihe    Colonel    then 
mounted  the  horse  captured  by  Willemin. 


PEACH  TREE  CREEK. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  General  Johnston,  was  superseded 
in  command  of  the  Confederate  army,  by  Lieut.  Gen.  John 
B.  Hood.  On  the  19th  our  forces  secured  crossings  at  several 
points  on  Peach  Tree  Creek. 

On  the  20th  of  Jul}',  Sherman's  forces  extended  from  the 
vicinity  of  Howell's  Mill  on  Peach  Tree  Creek  to  Decatur, 
a  gap  of  two  or  three  miles  existing  between  Thomas'  left, 
and  Schofleld's  right.  Howard  with  Wood's  and  Stanley's 
divisions  moved  over  to  join  on  the  right  of  Schotield,  leav- 
ing Newton's  division  to  advance  on  the  direct  road  from 
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Buck  Head  to  Atlanta.  Newton  crossed  Peacli  Tree  Creek 
and  about  one  p.  m.,  his  skirmish  Hne,  (44tli  Illinois)  drove 
the  enemy's  skirmishers  from  a  ridge,  distant,  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  Creek,  Kimball's  and  Wagner's  brigades,  (the 
latter  commanded  on  that  occasion  by  Col.  John  W.  Blake,) 
and  four  pieces  of  Goodspeed's  battery,  advanced  to  the 
ridge,  where  they  formed,  Kimball  on  the  right,  and  Blake 
on  the  left  of  the  road,  with  the  artillery  in  the  center,  and 
began  to  construct  a  barricade  of  rails  and  logs.  About  two 
p.  M.  Bradley's  brigade  followed  and  massed  in  column  of 
regiments  in  rear  of  Kimball.  The  79th  Illinois  was  on  picket 
some  distance  to  the  left  and  was  not  called  in.  The  57th 
Indiana  was  sent  along  the  ridge  to  the  left  under  orders  to 
scout  as  far  as  Clear  Creek,  distant  one  mile  from  Blake's 
left,  and  the  100th  Illinois  was  deployed  as  skirmishers  across 
the  low  ground  to  iSTewton's  left  and  rear.  Ward's  division 
of  Hooker's  corps  next  on  ISTewton's  right  formed  in  the 
valley,  his  skirmish  line  only  advancing 
to  the  ridge.  On  Ward's  front  were  open 
fields.  Elsewhere  the  front  was  heavily 
timbered.  Ward  probably  desired  to 
keep  his  troops  out  of  sight  from  the 
enemy.  Geary's  division  next  on  the 
right,  and  William's  division  on  Geary's 
right  were  each  on  ridges  running  at  a 
slight  angle  to  the  general  direction  of 
the  line,  so  that  the  right  of  each  division 
was  some  distance  in  advance  of  tlie  left  ^k«rt.  \v.  g  weimer.  i.  • 
of  the  next  division.  Geary  and  Williams  each  had  two 
brigades  deployed  and  one  in  reserve.  Johnson's  division  of 
the  Fourteenth  corps  was  next  on  the  right  of  the  Twentieth 
Corps,  Baird  next,  and  Davis  on  the  extreme  right.  In  this 
position,  and  before  the  intrenchments  were  complete,  the 
line  was  suddenly  assailed  by  superior  numbers.  General 
Hood  in  his  official  report,  says : 
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■'  My  troops  were  disposed  as  follows :  Steward's  corps  on  the  left, 
Hardee's  in  the  center,  and  Cheatham's  on  the  riglit,  intrenched.  My 
object  was  to  crush  Thomas'  army  before  he  could  fortify  himself,  and  then 
turn  upon  Schofield  and  [NlcPherson.  To  do  this  Cheatham  was  ordered  to 
hold  his  left  upon  the  Creek,  in  order  to  separate  Thomas'  army  from  the 
forces  on  his  (Thomas')  left.  Thus  I  should  be  able  to  throw  two  corps 
(Stewart's  and  Hardee's)  against  Thomas.  Specific  orders  were  carefully 
given  these  Generals  in  the  presence  of  each  other  as  follows :  The  attack 
was  to  begin  at  1  p.  m.,  the  movement  to  be  by  division  en  echelon  from  the 
right,  at  the  distance  of  about  150  yards,  the  effort  to  be  to  drive  the  enemy 
back  to  the  creek,  and  towards  the  river  into  the  narrow  space  formed  by 
the  river  and  creek,  everything  on  our  side  of  the  creek  to  be  taken  at  all 
hazards,  and  to  follow  up  as  our  success  might  permit." 

Wheeler's  cavalry,  opposing  McPherson's  march  from 
Decatur,  was  driven  back  more  rapidly  than  Hood  expected, 
and  he  Avas  compelled  to  move  Cheatham  to  the  right  the  dis- 
tance of  a  division  front  to  interpose  between  Mcl'herson  and 
Atlanta,  and  ordered  Hardee  and  Stewart  to  make  a  corre- 
sponding movement  to  the  right.  That  delayed  the  attack 
for  two  hours,  and  when  it  was  made  the 
right  division  (Bate's)  passed  Xewton's 
left,  brushing  away  the  oTtli  Indiana  and 
100th  Illinois,  driving  them  back  upon 
the  creek,  and  then  Bate  made  a  bold 
^j^_,  /■.  rush  for   the    bridge   in   Xewton's    rear. 

i^tSBOjiMf^  Hardee's  next  division  (Walker's)  as- 
^jjj^^^^^HP  sailed  on  Xewton's  front,  but  extended 
^^^HHv  some  distance  bevond  his  rio-ht.  As  the 
several  divisions  of  the  assaulting  col- 
umn came  up  in  succession  the  roar  of 
battle  rolled  on  to  the  right.  The  assaulting  troops,  under 
the  orders  to  take  everything  south  of  the  creek  at  all 
hazards,  ruslied  on  with  desperate  valor.  The  fight  opened 
on  Xewton's  left,  then  extended  along  his  front,  and  a  few 
minutes  later  the  enemy  passed  his  right  tlank,  compelling 
Kimball  to  refuse  his  riglit.  At  the  same  time.  Ward's  three 
brigades  were  rushino;  forward  on  Xewton's  ri^ht  and  met  the 
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enemy  011  the  crest,  sto[)piiii!,-  his  progress  aiicl  then  forcing 
his  retreat.  Before  that  was  accomplished,  Geary  and  Wil- 
liams were  also  assailed,  the  right  l)i'igade  of  each  division 
being  first  readied  In'  the  enemy,  whose  lieadlong  rnsli  carried 
them  past  the  right  tiank  of  each  of  Hooker's  divisions,  wiiere 
tliey  met  the  refnsed  left  of  the  next  division  in  front  and 
were  at  the  same  time  subjected  to  an  enfilading  tire  from  the 
reserve  brigade.  At  all  points  the  boys  in  bine  stood  fast, 
infantry  and  artillery  sending  volley  after  volley  of  death- 
dealing  missiles  througli  the  ranks  of  the  men  in  gra}^  until 
they  were  broken  and  forced  into  disorderly  retreat.  At  the 
opening  of  the  tight,  Bradley's  brigade  was  in  the  edge  of  the 
timber,  midway  from  the  creek  to  Kimball's  line.  Colonel 
Bradley  sent  the  27th  Illinois  to  General 
Kimball,  and  the  42nd  and  51st  Illinois 
to  Colonel  Blake.  He  had  left,  then, 
only  the  four  regiments  constituting  Op- 
dycke's  demi-brigade.  By  Bradley's 
order,  ()pd3'cke  wheeled  the  regiments 
to  the  left  and  advanced  obliquely  to  the 
front  and  left  to  protect  Blake's  tiank. 
In  that  movement  only  the  skirmish 
line,  Companies  II  and  K,  64th  Ohio, 
encountered  the  enemy.  Colonel  Brad-  k.  <■.  wonr.wduiH.  h. 
ley  rode  to  the  front,  learned  of  Bate's  movement  beyond 
Blake's  left,  and,  rightly  anticipating  an  eftbrt  to  seize 
the  bridge,  returned  in  haste  and  ordered  Opdycke  to  re- 
tire to  and  form  along  the  road,  facing  the  east.  The 
position  of  tlie  125th  Ohio  in  that  line  was  about  one-fourth 
of  a  mile  from  the  bridge,  just  below  the  woods,  and  facing 
the  open  fields.  Xewton  had  left  two  pieces  of  Goodspeed's 
battery  at  the  bridge.  Spencer's  battery  of  four  guns  came 
up  and  went  into  position  near  the  bridge.  The  artillery 
belonging  to  Ward's  division  was  also  at  the  bridge  and 
General  Thomas  in  person  ordered  it  into  position.     All  the 
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guns  were  posted  so  as  to  sweep  the  open  field  east  of  the 
road.  By  the  time  these  disi>ositions  were  made  Bate's  column 
had  made  its  way  through  the  thickets  to  the  edge  of  the 
timher  and  were  ready  to  rush  for  the  ai)parently  unsupported 
batteries  and  the  bridge.  A  skirmish  line  emerged  from  the 
timber  closely  followed  by  a  column  massed,  company  or,  pos- 
8il>ly,  division  front,  moving  double  quick  and  headed  for  the 
bridge.  Our  men  opened  fire  so  quickly  that  most  of  them 
heard  no  order  to  begin.  The  artillery  also  opened.  The 
imi)etus  of  the  movement  carried  the  enemy's  head  of  column 
some  distance  into  the  open,  but  with  all  those  guns  firing 
grape  and  cannister  into  their  faces,  and  an  infantry  line,  at 
the  distance  of  a  few  rods,  sending  showers  of  minnie  balls 
into  their  ranks  at  just  the  proper  angle  to  work  the  utmost 
possible  havoc,  continued  progress  was  simply  impossible. 
The  leading  companies,  or  what  was  left 
of  them,  surged  backwards  upon  those 
in  the  rear,  they  in  turn  broke,  and  then 
all  went  in  wild  disorder  back  to  the 
friendly  cover  of  the  timber.  The  125th 
Ohio  fired  five  rounds  per  man,  and  prob- 
ably hit  more  men  than  upon  aii}^  other 
occasion  in  the  same  length  of  time.  The 
return  fire  of  the  enemy  was  light  and 
wild.  Only  the  men  on  their  fiank  could 
fire.  Opd^'cke's  demi-brigade  did  its  part 
in  preventing  Hood  from  taking  everything  south  of  the 
■creek  at  all  hazards,  with  a  trifling  loss. 

Hood's  plans  were  more  promising  and  easier  of  execu- 
tion than  Sherman's  assault  at  Kenesaw,  but  resulted  in  an 
•equally  disastrous  repulse.  Johnston  had  been  removed  for 
permitting  Sherman  to  cross  the  Chattahoochee,  the  Con- 
federate government  evidently  demanding  a  more  aggressive 
resistance,  and  the  failure  of  the  initial  blow  struck  by  the 
new  commander  must  have  been  discouraging,  though  it  did 
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not  deter  him  from  repeating  tlie  experiment  two  days  later. 
Hood's  losses  were  full  tive  thousand.  Thomas  lost  1707, 
nearly  all  in  Hooker's  eori)S,  i^ewton's  division  had  a  fairly 
good  barricade  and  only  lost  100.  It  was  not  always  easy 
for  men  on  the  left  of  Newton's  line  to  decide  whit-h  side  of 
the  breastwork  was  safest,  but  they  never  thouglit  of  leaving 
it.  Two  men  wounded  in  125th — Edwin  C.  Woodworth,  of 
B,  the  other  not  now  known. 

BATTLE  OF  ATLANTA. 

On  tire  21st  of  Jul}'  General  Sherman's  troops  closed  up 
and  felt  the  enemy's  lines,  iinding  bis  intrenchments  well 
constructed  and  extending  from  a 
point  about  one  mile  south  of  the 
Augusta  railroad  north  and  west  to 
the  Chattanooga  railroad,  at  an  av- 
erage distance  of  four  miles  from 
Atlanta. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22nd  that 
entire  line  was  found  to  be  deserted. 
The  enemy  had  retired  to  the  interior 
defenses  of  Atlanta,  encircling  the 
city  at  a  distance  of  one  and  one-half 
miles  from  the  center.  The  strength 
of  the  works  made  it  possible  to  hold 
tbem  with  thin  lines,  enabling  Hood  to  use  two-thirds  of  his 
force  for  aggressive  movements.  He  correctly  judged  that 
Shei'man,  tinding  the  exterior  line  abandoned,  would  push 
all  his  troops  directly  against  the  intei'ior  line,  and  planned  to 
strike  and  crush  Sherman's  left  wing  while  the  forwai'd 
movement  was  in  progress. 

McPherson's  advance  was  along  the  railroad  from  Deca- 
tur, Logan's  corps  in  the  center,  Blair's  on  the  lett  and 
Dodge's  on  the  right.  The  forward  movement,  contracting 
the  lines,  l)i'ought  the  Twenty-third   Corps  next  on  Logan's 


.i;.\.  .1.  15.  McPiiKus 


294 


OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 


rifflit,  leavinu'  Dod^r  in  reserve.  McPherson  ordered  tlie 
latter  to  nuirch  suutlieast  to  the  vicinity  of  Blair's  left  for 
the  i)uri)osc  of  streiigtlieiiing  the  Hank,  and  Dodge's  two 
divisions  were  in  niotit)n  on  an  obscure  wagon  ti'ack  through 
the  woods  about  one  mile  in  rear  of  Blair  and  Logan  when 
tliey  were  suddenly  assailed  by  Bate's  and  Walker's  divisions 
of  Hardee's  corps  advancing  Ironi  the  east,  wliile  Cleljurne's 
division  i)uslicd  into  the  interval  bet^ween  Dodge's  right  and 
Blair's  left,  and  with  Maney's  division  on  his  left,  enveloped 

and  assaulted  Leggett's  division  on 
Blair's  left  from  front  and  rear. 
Hardee  had  marched  in  the  night 
through  Atlanta  on  a  road  leading 
soutlieast  to  its  junction  with  a  road 
leading  north  to  Decatur,  and  on  the 
latter  road  until  liis  head  of  column 
leached  a  })oint  a  couple  of  miles 
south  of  Decatui",  when  his  troops 
faced  west  and  advanced.  His  liead 
of  column  had  marched  titteen  miles. 
That  his  movement  liad  not  been  dis- 
covered was  due  to  the  fact  tliat  Sher- 
man had  sent  Gai'rard's  cavalry  on  a  raid  eastward,  and  the 
country  was  rough  and  timbered.  The  Confederates  had  all 
the  advantage  of  a  complete  sui'j)rise.  To  aid  Hardee's 
attack  the  enemy  sallied  from  their  works  and  assaulted  in 
front,  gaining  some  temporary  advantages.  General  Mc- 
]*hei"son  was  with  Sherman  at  the  Howard  liouse  when  the 
attack  from  the  rear  began  and  rode  away  at  once,  meeting 
Logan  and  Blair  first,  and  then  going  to  Dodge.  Sending 
orders  in  every  direction  his  staff  was  soon  scattered,  and 
liaving  provided  for  all  contingencies  on  Dodge's  front,  he 
started  for  l)lair"s  position,  accompanied  by  a  single  orderly, 
and  in  tin-  woods  ran  into  Cleburne's  skirmish  line,  advanc- 
ing thi'ouu'li  the  iiiti'i'\al  between  Dodo-e  and  Blaii'.     Tbouo-h 
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summoned  to  halt^Jie^jwheelecl  and  attempted  to  escape, 
when  a  volley  was  fired,  killing  the  General  and  wounding 
the  orderh*.  The  situation  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
was  certainly  critical:  its  commander  dead,  its  several  corjis 
separated  and  furiously  assailed  in  front  and  rear  by  superior 
numbers,  but  like  their  comrades  of  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland on  the  20tli,  oiticers  and  men  stood  by  theii'  colors 
and  held  their  ground.  General  Logan  as  senior  otficer 
assumed  command  and  was  equal  to  tlie  emergency.  The 
attack  opened  shortly  after  noon.  At  dark  the  enemy  with- 
drew, thoroughly  beaten,  having  lost  fully  10,000  men  in 
killed,  wounded  and  prisoners,  while  the  total  loss  on  our 
side  was  3521  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  and  ten  pieces 
of  artillci'y.  The  confederate  dead  left  on  the  field  exceeded 
2500  men.  The  Twenty-third  Corps  was  next  on  the  right 
of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  its  left  near  Howard's  house. 
The  several  corps  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland  had  advanced  dur- 
ing the  morning,  and  by  noon  were 
well  up.  The  Fourth  Corps  was  on 
the  left  extending  from  the  Buck 
Head  road  to  the  right  of  tlie 
Twenty-third  Corps,  Bradley's  brig- 
ade of  Xewton's  division,  alone 
going  to  the  right  K)i  the  road  to 
connect  with  the  Twentieth  Corps 
next  on  tlie  right,  the  Fourteenth 
Coi-ps  liL'ing  on  tlie  right  of  tht- 
Twentieth  and  the  extreme  right  of  '  ■^"-  ^-k'^km-v^-  tucman  (ua,). 
the  army,  its  right  resting  on  the  Turner's  Ferry  road.  Dur- 
ing the  afternoon  batteries  were  posted  and  opened  fire,  and 
the  skirmishers  advanced  to  keep  the  enemy  employed  and 
prevent  any  further  concentration  against  the  Armv  of  the 
Tennessee.  The  125th  Ohio  worked  all  that  nii>'ht  on 
intrenchments. 
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In  approaching  Atlanta  from  the  north  and  east,  Gen- 
eral Sherman  aimed  to  reach  the  line  of  railway  to  Augusta, 
and  render  it  useless  to  Hood,  intending  when  that  was 
accomplished  to  extend  by  the  right  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  and  destro3'ing  the  Macon  railway,  when  Hood 
would  be  compelled  to  leave  Atlanta. 

The  Army  of  the  Tennessee  was  ordered  to  vacate  its 
lines  and  pass  in  rear  of  tlje  other  cor])S  to  the  extreme  right 
leaving  General  Schofield  on  the  left  iiank.  At  the  same 
time  General  Stoneman  was  ordered,  with  his  own  and  Gar- 
rard's  cavalry,  to   move   by   the   left  around  Atlanta,  while 

General  McCook,  with  his  own  and 
Harrison's  cavalry,  moved  by  the 
right  rla  Fayetteville,  the  two  com- 
mands to  unite  near  Lovejoy  Station 
on  the  Macon  road  and  tear  up  and 
destroy  the  track.  The  cavalry  expe- 
ditions started  but  never  united. 
Stoneman  instead  of  joining  Garrard 
at  tilt'  appointed  place,  turned  east 
and  proceeded  as  far  as  Macon,  where 
heibund  further  progress  impossible 
and  attempted  to  return,  was  hotly 
jHU'sued,  and  in  danger  of  being  sur- 
rounded, when  he  ordered  two  brigades  to  escape  while  he 
held  the  enemy  in  elieck  with  another.  One  brigade  escaped 
intact,  tlie  other  was  broken  up  and  scattered,  many  of  the 
men  making  their  way  out  on  foot,  while  Stoneman  himself, 
with  7<HI  men  was  compelled  to  surrender.  Meantime,  Gar- 
rard, hearing  nothing  from  Stoneman,  fell  back  from  Flat 
Ivoek  to  Conyer's  Station  where  he  learned  of  Stoneman's 
move  toward  Maeon,  and  he  then  returned. 
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McCook's  cavalry  reached  Lovejoy  Station  from  the 
west  at  the  appointed  time,  having  torn  up  a  section  of  the 
West  Point  raih^oad  at  Pahiietto,  captured  and  burned  500 
wagons  at  Fayetteville,  taking  250  i)risoners.  He  l)urned 
the  station  at  Lovejoy,  and  began  tearing  up  the  track,  but 
was  soon  compelled  to  desist,  and  defend  himself  against  a 
rapidly  accumulating  force  of  tlie  enemy.  Hearing  nothing 
from  Stoneman  and  iinding  progress  eastward  strongly 
resisted,  he  turned  south-west  and  reached  Xewman,  where 
he  encountered  an  infantry  force  on  his  front,  and  that  with 
tlie  pursuing  cavalry,  hemmed  him  in  so  that  lie  was  compelled 
to  drop  his  prisoners,  and  cut  his  way 
out,  losing  about  500  othcers  and  men. 

BATTLE  OF  I^ZRA  CHURCH. 

On  the  2(3th  of  July,  Major 
General  Howard  was  assigned  to  the 
command  of  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, Maj.  Gen.  1).  S.  Stanley 
succeeding  to  the  command  of  the 
Fourth  Corps,  and  a  few  days  later 
Brigadier  General  Kimball  was  ap- 
pointed to  succeed  Stanley'  as  com- 
mander of  tlie  First  Division,  Colonel  Opdycke  succeeding 
Kimball  in  command  of  the  First  Brigade  of  our  division. 

On  the  night  of  the  26th,  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 
drew  out  of  its  lines  and  marched  to  the  right,  the  head  of 
column  reaching  the  Buck  Head  road  at  daylight  on  the 
27th.  Dodge's  corps  was  in  advance,  and  when  the  leading 
division  came  to  the  rear  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  it  lormed 
in  two  lines  facing  south,  moved  forward  and  wheeled  into 
line  on  the  right  of  the  Fourteenth  Corps.  The  next  division 
by  the  same  maneuver  formed  on  the  right  of  that.  By  the 
time  the  head  of  Blair's  corps  came  up  to  the  right  of  Dodge's 
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it  was  uiglit.  The  only  resistance  encountered  was  from 
skirmishers.  At  daylio-ht  on  the  27th,  Blair  and  Logan 
wert.'  in  motion  again,  and  by  noon,  Blair's  two  divisions 
were  in  jiosition  on  tlie  right  of  Dodge,  both  corps  tacing 
east,  the  right  of  Blair's  drawn  back  slightly  covering  Ezra 
Church,  about  three  uiiles  west  from  the  center  of  Atlanta; 
while  Logan's  eor[)S  was  formed  on  a  ridge  extending  west- 
ward from  Blair's  right  making  a  refused  Hank  facing  south, 
less  than  a  mile  north  of  Utoy  creek.  Increasing  resistance 
by  skirmish  lines,  and  the  enemy  opening  on  Logan's  left 
with  a  battery  about  noon  led  to  the  conviction  that  Hood 
was  preparing  to  try  once  more  to  crush  the  moving*  ilank 
before  its  lines  were  formed,  and  the  troops  covered  by 
defensive  works.     Logan's  men  lost  no  time  after  reaching 

the  top  of  the  ridge,  but  hastily  [)iled 
rails  and  logs  as  the  foundation  for 
a  [)arapet  which  they  were  not  given 
time  to  complete.  Logan's  three 
divisions  were  furiously  assailed  at 
the  same  time.  General  Howard  at 
once  sent  the  reserve  brigades  of  the 
other  two  corps  to  extend  Logan's 
right  and  strengthen  weak  points  in 
the  line,  and  although  the  enemy 
pressed  with  energy  and  courage, 
they  were  completely  repulsed,  los- 
ing from  six  thousand  to  seven 
thousand  men  and  tive  battle  flags,  while  the  aggregate  of 
Howard's  losses  was  only  562. 

On  this  date  Major  General  Hooker,  was  relieved  from 
comnumd  ot  the  Twentieth  Corps  at  his  own  request,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Sloeum.  Other  ehanges  in 
corps  and  division  commanders  occurred  about  that  time. 
General  d.  C.  Davis  succeeded  Palmer  in  Fourteenth  Corps; 
Hansom   succeeded    Dodgo  in   Sixteenth    Cor^ts ;    Hazen   and 
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Corse  were  assigned  to  divisions  in  Fifteenth  Corps;  diaries 
R.  Woods  and  Giles  A.  Smith  to  divisions  in  the  Seventeenth 
Corps  and  John  W.  Fuller  to  a  division  in  Sixteenth  Corps. 

Three  costly  failures  witljin  eight  days  satisfied  t  ho  Con- 
federate authorities  that  Atlanta  could  not  be  saved  bj'  offen- 
sive operations  against  Sherman's  army,  and  after  July  28, 
General  Hood  remained  strictly  on  the  defensive.  General 
Sherman  pursued  his  plan  and  the  enemy  met  each  extension 
by  a  corresponding  extension  of  their  own  intrenchments. 

On  July  29,  Davis'  division  of  tlie  Fourteenth  Corps, 
supported  b}' Ward's  division  of  the  Twentieth  Corps,  went 
to  the  right  of  the  Arm}'  of  the 
Tennessee,  met  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers near  the  Green's  Ferry  road 
and  drove  them  in,  but  found  further 
progress  towards  the  railroad  barred 
by  the  enemy's  intrenched  lines.  In 
the  night  of  August  1  the  Twenty- 
third  Corps  withdrew  from  the  ex- 
treme left  and  moved  to  the  extreme 
right  iiank,  the  remaining  two  divis- 
ions of  the  Fourteenth  Corps  follow- 
ing on  x\ngust  2.  The  Twentieth 
Corjts  extended  to  tlie  right  to  occu- 
py the  ground  vacated  by  the  Fourteenth,  and  the  Fourth 
Corps  extended  to  the  left  to  cover  the  space  vacated  by  the 
Twenty-third  Cor[)s.  In  that  movement  the  First  Division 
and  0[)dycke's  brigade  of  the  Second  Division,  Fourth  Cor[)S, 
relieved  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  Opdycke  l)eing  tlien  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  infantry  lines.  Our  own  brigade  remained 
near  the  Buck  Head  road.  Up  to  the  25th  of  August  there 
was  no  material  change  in  the  lines  nortli  of  Atlanta.  It  was 
a  month  of  hard  work.  The  picket  line  was  a  skirmish  line. 
There  were  demonstrations  daily  on  soiiie  part  of  the  line  by 
one  side  or  the  other,  the  casualties  in  the  Fourth  Cor[)S 
averaging  about  twenty-five  pel-  day  tor  thiit  peiiod.      There 
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was  also  continuous  artillery  firing,  our  guns  firing  at  the 
enemy's  forts  and  those  of  the  enemy  generally  aiming  at  our 
batteries,  but  occasionally  varying  the  program  by  shelling 
our  camps.  The  125th  Ohio  took  its  regular  turn  on  the 
skirmish  line  and  on  fatigue  duty,  working  on  intrenchments, 
and  was  fortunate  in  having  very  few  casualties.  By  August 
7,  the  Fourteenth   and  Twenty-third  Corps  on  the  extreme 

right  had  worked  their  way  forward 
into  close  contact  with  the  enemy's 
intrenchments,'„but  were  unable  to 
reach  the  raili'oad.  [On  the  10th  four 
siege  guns  arrived  from  Chattanooga 
and  were  placed  in  position  to  throw 
shells  into  Atlanta.  Tliey  were 
worked  day  and  night,  landing  shells 
in  all  parts  of  the  town  and  do- 
ing much  damage,  but  the  enemy 
showed  no  signs  of  leaving  their 
works.     General   Sherman  now  de- 

rrE()R<;E    BEERMAX,    a.  -it  ,1  1     n  1 

cided  on  another  grand  tiank  move- 
ment, l)y  which  the  army  should  march  past  the  enem^-'s 
intrenched  lines. 

On  the  Kith  orders  were  issued  for  the  movement  to 
begin  on  the  18th.  The  Twentieth  Corps  was  to  march  back 
to  an  iiitrLMiclicd  [tosition,  covering  the  In'idge  over  the  Chat- 
tahoochee, while  the  rest  of  the  arm}-  moved  by  the  right  to 
the  railway  lines  south  of  Atlanta,  the  wagons  to  carry 
rations  for  fitteen  days. 

The  execntion  of  the  order  was  suspended,  however,  on 
account  of  General  Wheeler,  with  a  large  cavalry  force, 
making  a  raid  on  the  railway  line  north  of  the  Etowah.  He 
appeared  on  the  line  at  Adairsville,  ca})tured  a  herd  of  nine 
hundred  beef  cattle  on  their  way  to  Sherman's  army,  broke 
the  railway  at  Calhoun,  then  sweeping  northward  attacked 
the  garrison  at  ])alton,but  Avas  repulsed.     Wheeler's  absence 
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left  Hood  inferior  in  cavalry,  and  Sherman  sent  Kilpatrick 
to  break  the  lines  soutli  of  Atlanta,  hoping  he  would  cripple 
them  to  an  extent  that  would  force  the  evacuation  of  Atlanta 
without  moving  tlie  infantry.  Kil[)atrick  left  Sandtown  in 
the  night  of  the  18th,  broke  the  West  Point  road  at  Fair- 
burn,  then  proceeded  to  Jonesboro  on  tlie  Macon  line,  where 
he  met  and  whipped  Ross'  Confederate  cavalry,  held  the  road 
for  a  few  hours,  tearing  up  the  track  for  some  distance,  Ijut 
was  then  attacked  by  infantry  and  Jackson's  cavalry.  He 
rode  off  to  the  east,  made  a  circuit,  and  returned  to  the  line 
at  Lovejoy  Station,  but  was  again  attacked  and  then  made 
his  way  out  north  and  east  to  ]Jecatur,  arriving  on  the  22nd. 
He  estimated  that  the  damage  done  to  the  line  couM  be 
repaired  in  ten  days,  and  Sherman  at 
once  ordered  the  original  plan  to  be 
executed. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  DIARY. 

July  25. — Workingonintrench- 
ments.  It  is  necessary  to  be  watch- 
ful, as  the  enemy  tire  at  every  man 
seen.  Sergt.  William  Townsend,  of 
A,  was  wounded. 

July    26. — Fourth    Corps"    line 
stretched  out  to  relieve  other  troops. 
We  constructed  a  picket  fence  in  front  of  our  works  strono- 
enough  to  delay  the  enemy  if  they  charge. 

July  28. — 125th  on  picket.  Samuel  Sailor,  of  F,  was 
killed,  and  George  Shenafield,  of  G,  was  mortally  wounded. 

July  31. — Losses  and  promotions  in  July  :  First  Lieu- 
tenants Ridgley  C.  Powers,  Charles  T.  Clark  and  Alexander 
Dickson  were  promoted  to  Captains,  of  B,  F,  and  K,  respec- 
tively.    Lieut.  Xyrum  Phillips  was  ap}iointed  Adjutant,  and 
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Lieut.  W.  \\.  C'rowel!,  Regimental  Quartermaster.  Sec- 
ond Jjieutenauts  Charles  Leimbach,  Kichard  K.  Hulse  and 
Charles  C.  Coates  were  promoted  to  First  Lieutenants. 
Sergeants  Alexander  IL  Postlewait  and  Thomas  R.  Mahan 
were  promoted  to  Second  Lieutenants.  Died  :  John  Heiner, 
of  G  (from  wound),  and  David  Barnes,  of  K.  Discharged 
for  wounds  and  disability:  George  Jestin,  of  C;  Charles 
Heed,  of  IL     Christopher  C.  Clark,  of  C,  was  transferred  to 

A'eteran  Reserve  Corps  on  account 
of  wound. 

August  1. — Tlie  Goth  and  125th 
Ohio  moved  to  the  lett  half  a  mile 
and  worked  on  a  fort. 

August    7    (Sunday). — Worked 

on  the  fort  each  (hay  hist  week.     No 

work  to-<lay.     Two  sermons  to-day 

by  Cliaplain    Lewis.       Colonel    Op- 

dycke  took  permanent  command  of 

the  First    Brigade   yesterday.     Our 

regiment  will  be  transferred  to  that 

brigade  soon  it  is  said. 

August  14  (Sunday). — 125th   worked    on    the    fort    all 

week.     It  was  finished  yesterday.     Our  batteries  shelled  the 

city  with  unusual  vigor  last  night.     Chaplain  Lewis  preached 

at  10  A.  M.      We  go  on  picket  to-night. 

August  15. — On  picl^t.  The  Pioneer  Corps,  under 
Lieut.  Waldern  S.  Williams,  prepared  new  rifle  pits  in  front 
of  the  old  line,  and  we  advanced  to  them. 

August  18. — Enemy  opened  with  artillery  heavily,  while 
we  stood  at  arms  at  day  break.  Built  fires  in  rear  and  used 
means  to  deceive  the  enemy. 

August  10. — Our  l)atteries  opened  at  3  a.  m.  and  sent  a 
tornado  of  shells  over  to  the  enemy  for  half  an  hour.  At 
5  V.  M.  a  general  demonstration  along  the  line. 
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August  20. — Wakened  at  3  a.  m.  Orders  to  be  ready 
for  any  emergency,  but  all  quiet  during  the  day.  Details 
built  tires  at  various  places  to  indicate  to  the  enemy  heavy 
force  present. 

August  22. — 125tli  went  on  picket  at  night, 

August  23. — All  quiet  on  picket  line.  Very  little  can- 
nonading today. 

August  25. — Marching  order  for  to-night.  It  is  to  be  a 
move  to  cut  the  railroads  below  Atlanta. 

August  81. — Losses  in  August  not  before  noted  were  : 
Died,  J()se})h  Custer  and  Festus  G.  Tyler,  of  C;  Jacob 
King,  of  H  (trom  wound)  ;  Charles  Alabaugh,  of  I,  and 
George  W.  Lamphear,  of  K,  tlie  latter  in  Andersonville 
prison.  Discharged  on  account  of  wounds,  Sergt.  John  H. 
Morrow,  of  H,  and  Henry  Longsmith,  of  1.  Transferred  to 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Ferris  Wolcott,  of  K.  Promoted, 
Second  Lieut.  David  K.  BIystone 
and  Second  Lieut.  Henry  A.  Don- 
aldson to  First  Lieutenants.  Ser- 
geants Darius  W.  Payne,  of  E,  and 
Henry  Glenville,  of  H,  to  Second 
Lieutenants. 

JONESBORO  AND  LOVEJOY  STATION. 

The  seige  of  Atlanta  was  raised 
and  the  ilank  movement  begiTli  in 
the  night  of  August  25.  The  Fourth 
Corps  drew^  out  of  the  works  north 
of  the  city  after  dark,  the  picket 
lines  following  so  quietly  that  the  enemy  failed  to  discover  the 
movement  and  continued  tiring  all  night.  Our  brigade  was 
the  last  to  start,  and  halted  about  daylight  of  the  26th  on 
Proctor's  creek,  having  been  delayed  by  troops  of  the  Twen- 
tieth Corps  crossing  our  route  in  tlieir  march  back  to  the 
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river.  Hudson  Fitch,  of  D,  was  captured  by  the  enemy's 
skirmishers,  who  followed  our  rear  guard.  At  8  a.  m.,  on  the 
26th,  Wood's  and  oSTewton's  divisions  formed  line  and  began 
fortifying,  the  enemy  having  commenced  a  brisk  skirmish 
with  the  })ickets.  It  was  soon  found  they  were  not  following 
in  sutHcient  force  to  attack,  and  the  march  was  resumed  about 
10  A.  M.  Crossed  Proctor's  Creek  and  marcbed  eight  miles, 
camping  on  Utoy  Creek.  That  night  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee marclied  in  the  direction  of  Sandtown  and  the  Four- 
teenth Corps  massed  on  the  left  of 
the  Fourth.  The  arm}-  was  now 
along  the  road  from  Atlanta  to 
Sandtown,  except  the  Twenty-third 
Corps,  which  remained  in  position  to 
cover  the  movements.  On  the  27th 
the  movements  continued,  Howard's 
command  moving  towards  Fairburu 
and  Thomas'  towards  lied  Oak.  Our 
division  brought  up  the  rear,  guard- 
ing wagon  trains,  and  did  not  get  on 
the  road  until  three  p.  m.  ;  marched 
about  five  miles,  crossed  Camp  Creek 
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and  camped  near  Mount  Gilead  Church 

August  28th,  the  Fourteenth  and  Fourth  Corps  marched 
to  the  railroad  near  Red  Oak,  and  Howard's  three  corps  came 
up  farther  to  the  right  near  Fairburu.  The  work  of  destruc- 
tion was  prosecuted  vigorously  during  the  night  and  all  next 
day.  -Over  twelve  miles  of  track  were  torn  up,  the  ties  burned, 
rails  heated,  bent  and  twisted  and  cuts  tilled  with  earth,  logs, 
rocks  and  loaded  shells. 

August  30th,  the  march  was  resumed,  Howard  moving 
towards  Jonesboro,  Schofield  towards  Rough  and  Ready  and 
Thomas  in  the  center  to  Couch's.  Up  to  this  time,  the  move- 
ments had  been  obstructed  only  by  skirmishers,  but  Hood  had 
^ent  two  corps  to  Jonesboro  with  orders  to  attack  our  right 
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flank.  Howard's  advance  corps,  the  Fifteen tli,  crossed  Flint 
river  on  the  evening  of  the  30th,  his  other  corps  coming  up 
during  the  night,  and  all  were  in  line  and  intrenched  on  the 
31st,  All  the  other  corps  advanced  on  that  day  to  the  rail- 
road, the  Fourteenth  Corps  striking  it  about  four  miles  north 
of  Jonesboro,  the  Twenty-third  Corps  near  Eough  and  Ready 
and  the  Fourth  Corps  at  an  intermediate  point.  About  noon 
the  enemy  attacked  Howard  and,  after  a  two  hours'  fight,  was 
repulsed  and  withdrew  to  his  intrencliments  at  Jonesboro. 
Sherman  then  ordered  Thomas  and  Schofield  to  close  down 
on  Jonesboro,  breaking  the  road  as  they  advanced. 

September  1,  Thomas  and  Schofield  moved  south  along 
the  railroad,  destroying  it.  Sherman  had  expected  the  work 
to  be  done  and  the  troops  at  Jonesboro  by  noon,  but  the 
Fourteenth  Corps  did  not  get  into  line  on  Howard's  left 
until  4  p.  M.,  when  that  corps  assault- 
ed, carrying  the  enemy's  works  on 
its  front,  with  a  loss  of  1200  men, 
and  capturing  1000  men  and  several 
guns.  The  Fourth  Corps,  following 
the  Fourteenth,  came  up  later  the 
First  Division  forming  on  the  left  of 
the  Fourteenth  Corps  and  our  own 
division  on  its  left,  Wood's  divis- 
ion in  reserve,  all  getting  into  line 
under  fire.  On  advancing,  Kimball 
found  the  works  on  his  front  about 
dark,  while  JSTewton  passed  the  ene- 
my's flank.     It  was  then  too  late  to 

make  further  progress,  and  the  enemy  retreated  in  the  night. 
Loss  in  the  Fourth  Corps,  115.  The  125th  Ohio  was  in  the 
front  line  on  the  extreme|left,  and  met  only  cavalry,  who 
retired  skirmishing  lightly.  At  dark  the  picket  line  of 
the  125th  was  advanced  so  as  to  inclose  a  hospital  con- 
taining   a    large     number    of   the    enemy's  wounded    men. 
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That  night  soniuls  of  lieavy  explosions  were  heard 
in  the  direction  of  Athmta,  about  twenty  miles  distant, 
caused  by  the  enemy  blowing  up  trains  of  cars  and  preparing 
to  evacuate.  The  enemy  retreated  from  Jonesboro  the  same 
night,  and  pursuit  was  ordered  on  the  morning  of  the  2nd. 
Howard  moved  on  roads  to  the  right  of  the  railroad  and  tlie 
Fourth  Corps  on  roads  to  its  left.  Early  in  tlie  afternoon  the 
enemy  was  found  in  intrenehments  near  Lovejoy  Station. 
Howard  deployed  with  his  left  on  the  i-ailroad,  and  the  Fourth 
Corps  deployed  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  Newton's  division 
on  the  right,  Opdycke's  brigade  near  the  railroad,  Bradley's 
next  and  Wagner  on  the  left.  Wood's  division  was  on  the 
left  of  Newton's  and  Kimball's  to  the  left  of  Wood.  The 
Twenty-third  Corps  was  not  up.  When  all  was  ready  the 
lines  advanced  o^'er  difficult  ground,  coming  in  sight  of  the 
works  at  5  ?.  .m.  Knefler's  brigade  was  the  only  one  that  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  to  the  works,  and 
it  failed  to  effect  a  lodgment.  Tlie 
lines  were,  as  usual,  too  strong  to  be 
carried  by  direct  assault,  and  most 
of  the  brigades  made  no  serious 
attempt  to  carry  them,  l)ut  ad- 
vanced to  within  musket  range  and 
tlirew  up  barricades.  The  Twenty- 
third  Corps  on  arrival  formed  on  the 
left  of  the  Fourth  Corps.  The  Four- 
teenth Corps  remained  at  Jonesboro. 
On  the  morning  of  the  3rd  the  fall  of 
Atlanta  Avas  officiall}'  announced, and 
orders  given  to  send  sick  and  wounded  to  Jonesboro  and  to 
cut  roads  to  the  rear  so  that  troops  could  be  withdrawn  easily 
to  march  to  Atlanta.  Heavy  skirmishing  all  day.  Light 
rains,  and  the  men  put  up  their  shelter  tents.  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Moore,  Captains  Bates  and  Dickson,  all  seriously  ill, 
were  sent  in  an  ambulance  to  Atlanta. 
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On  the  4tli  tlie  enemy  ()])ene<l  iire  on  the  camp  of  the 
125tli,  kilHng  Thomas  G.  Strahl,  (>t'  E,  and  wonnding  Corp. 
Charles  Wagner,  of  A,  and  Chester  Tnttle,  of  C,  when  the 
regiment  was  ordered  into  the  works.  At  5  p.  m.  the  regi- 
ment went  on  picket,  was  relieved  at  5  p.  m.  on  the  5th,  and 
at  8  p.  M.  marched  with  the  corps  to 
Jonesboro.  The  withdi'awal  from  in 
front  of  tlie  works  at  Lovejoy  was 
etfected  so  quietly  as  not  to  be  dis- 
covered, the  Fourtli  Corps'  pickets 
coming  away  at  midniglit  undis- 
turbed. 

September  6,  we  remained  in 
camp.  The  enemy's  cavah'y  skir- 
mished liglitly  with  the  outposts. 

September  7,  marched  to  Sykes' 
house  near  Rough  and  Ready. 

September  8,  marched  to  Atlan- 
ta, and  went  into  camp  two  miles  northeast  of  town,  near 
the  Augusta  railroad. 

An  order  had  been  issued  transferring  the  125th  Oliio 
from  the  Third  Brigade  to  the  First  Brigade,  that  we  might 
be  under  tlie  immediate  command  of  Opdycke,  and  on  Sep- 
tember 9  we  took  leave  of  our  old  associates  and  set  up  our 
shelter  tents  with  the  First  Brigade,  which  then  consisted  of 
the  24th  Wisconsin,  36th,  44th,  73rd,  74tii  and  88th  Illinois 
and  125th  Ohio. 
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A  BIG  RAID. 


General  Sherman's  Special  Field  Order,  No.  64,  direct- 
ing the  army  to  encamp  around  Atlanta,  promised  "a  full 
month's  rest,  with  every  chance  to  organize,  receive  pay, 
replenish  clothing,  and  prepare  for  a  line  winter's  campaign." 
An  order  was  issued  requiring  all  citizens  to  vacate  Atlanta 
and  prohibiting  an}'  civilians  from  coming  there.  Sutlers 
were  included  in  the  prohibited  list.  It  w^as  Sherman's  pur- 
pose to  convert  the  place  into  a  fortified  depot  that  cguld  be 
held  by  a  small  foi'ce.  It  required  but  a  few  days  to  exe- 
cute the  order,  and  tlie  work  of  constructing  fortifications 
was  entered  upon  without  delay.  The  usual  rouLine  of 
camp  life  was  taken  up  and  was  a  wel- 
come change  from  active  campaigning. 
On  the  12th  the  125th  was  out  as  guard 
to  a  foraging  train  ;  on  the  16th  began 
holding  dress  parade,  and  received  orders 
to  begin  drills  on  Monday,  the  19th  ;  on 
the  24th  Lieutenant  Colonel  Moore  left 
for  the  North,  having  resigned  and  being 
quite  ill.  Lieutenants  Cliapman  and 
Hulse  accompanied  him  to  Chattanooga. 
On  tliat  date  notice  was  received  that 
Henry  H.  Adams,  of  G,  vii  route  from  Nashville  to  the  front, 
was  on  the  railway  train  cai)tured  by  Forrest,  at  Athens,  and 
was  made  a  prisoner. 

On  Sunday,  the  25th,  the  quiet  camp  life  was  suddenly 
terminated  by  an  order  for  the  Second  Division,  Fourth 
Corps,  to  proceed  by  rail  to  Chattanooga.  The  Confederate 
authorities  liad  decided  not  to  wait  for  Sherman  to  initiate 
the  next  campaign.     General  Lee  had  more  than  once  drawn 
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liis  ()]iii(>iieiit  tVoiii  niovoineiits  towards  Rieliinond  by  march- 
ing ai-omid  his  tiniik  and  i)Usliino-  for  the  I'otomac.  Might 
not  Hood,  1)V  boldly  moving  north  and  threatening  Sher- 
man's long  railroad  line,  force  the  latter  to  follow  back  to 
the  Tennessee  and  lose  all  that  luul  been  gained  b}^  the  four 
months  struggle  for  Atlanta  ?  The  plan  seemed  feasible,  and 
Avas  adopted.  General  Hood  had  his  army  intact  and  every 
possible  effort  was  put  forth  to  reinforce  it.  Sherman's 
annv  was  just  then  somewhat  depleted  by  the  muster-out  of 
regiments  whose  terms  expired,  and  for  some  weeks  after 
the  fall  of  Atlanta  he  received  few  recruits.  Forrest's  cav- 
alry ordered  to  act  with  Hood,  gave  him 
a  heavy  preponderance  of  horsemen,  an 
ad\'antage  of  immense  importance  in  view 
of  the  character  of  the  proposed  campaign. 
While  Wheeler's  cavalry  operated  against 
the  railroad  below  Chattanooga,  Forrest 
c'rossed  the  Tennessee,  on  September  20, 
captured  the  garrison  at  Athens,  and 
marched  to  Pulaski,  Tenn.,  wliere  he  was 
checked  b}"  General  Rosseau,  and  then 
Gi.;.N.  s.  \K  Lee,  0.  s.  A.  elividcd  his  force,  part  going  east  and  the 
nuiin  body  westward.  Those  movements  led  Sherman  to 
send  the  Second  Division  of  the  Fourth  Corps  to  Chattanoo- 
ga, and  Morgan's  division  of  Fourteenth  Corps  followed  on 
the  29th,  while  Corse's  division  of  the  Sixteenth  Corps  went 
to  Rome. 

The  125th  left  camp  at  3  p.  m.,  boarded  the  cars  and 
started  at  5  i'.  M.  on  September  25,  and  arrived  at  Chattanooga 
at  3  p.  M.  on  Monday,  the  26th.  Camped  for  the  night  near 
the  railway.  Next  morning  went  into  camp  near  Fort 
Wood.  liradley's  brigade  went  to  Bridgeport.  General 
Newton,  with  many  other  officers,  had  gone  north,  and  Brig. 
Gen.  George  D.  Wao-ner  was  in  command  of  the  division. 


BATTLE  OF  ALLATOONA. 


On  the  29tli  Sherman  learned  that  Hood  was  crossing 
the  Chattahoochee  about  twenty-four  miles  southwest  from 
Atlanta,  and  then  decided  that  if  Hood  marched  into 
Alabama  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  Tennessee  he  would 
send  a  sufficient  force  to  General  Thomas  at  Cluittanooga, 
and  with  the  main  body  move  upon  Savannah,  believing  that 
would  induce  Hood  to  turn  back,  l)Ut  if  Hood  should  move 
to  strike  the  railroad  south  of  the  Etowah  lie  would  follow 
liim.  Orders  were  issued  accordingly,  and  as  Hood  marched 
in  the  direction  of  Marietta,  Sherman's  array  marched  on 
the  3rd  of  October,  to  meet  him,  leaving  the  Twentietli 
Corps  to  hold  Atlanta.  The  Fcnirth  and  Fourteenth  Corps 
crossed  the  Chattahoochee  on  October  3  and  halted  for  tlie 
night  at  Smyrna  Camp  Ground.  On  tliat  date  Hood's 
advance  was  near  Lost  Mountain.  On  the  4th  Hood  sent 
Stewart's  corps  to  destroy  the  railroad  north  of  Marietta, 
while  his  main  body  encamped  between 
Lost  Mountain  and  Dallas.  Stewart  cap- 
tured the  garrisons  at  Ackworth  and  Big 
Shanty,  damaged  the  railroad  consider- 
ably, then  sent  French's  division  to  attack 
Allatoon-i,  Stewart  marching  to  rejoin 
Hood.  On  the  same  date  Stanley',  com- 
manding the  Fourth  and  Fourteenth 
Corps,  marched  through  Marietta,  and 
camped  at  the  base  of  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tain, while  Howard,  with  the  Army  of  the 
Tennessee,  crossed  the  Chattahoochee, 
halting  at  Smyrna,  and  the  Twenty-third  Corps,  commanded 
by  General  Cox,  marched  from  Decatur  to  Pace's  Ferry. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  French's  division 
assaulted  the  works  at  Allatoona.  The  regular  garrison  con- 
sisted of  three  regiments,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Tourtellotte  of  the  Fourth  Minnesota,  but  had  been 
reinforced    duriuii:    the    night  bv  three    regiments    brouo-ht 
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from  IvMiue  by  Brigadier-General  Corse,  and  the  latter 
otticer  assumed  command.  The  Confederate  attack  was 
prosecuted  with  desperate  courage  and  persisted  in  for 
several  hours,  in  whicli  time  the_y  carried  the  main  rifle 
trenches,  Corse's  men  retiring  to  trenches  surrounding  two 
small  redoubts,  which  they  held.  It  was  one  of  the  most 
fiercely  contested  actions  of  the  war,  the  losses  on  both  sides 
being  very  heavy.  Both  Corse  and  Tourtellotte  were 
wounded,  and  the  killed  and  wounded  in  Corse's  command 
was  over  seven  hundred,  while  the  Confederate  loss  was  far 
greater.  Finding  it  impossible  to  carry  the  place,  French 
marched  away.  On  the  same  date  Howard  moved  into  the 
old  Confederate  works  near  Culp's  farm, 
Stanley  moving  to  Howard's  right,  his 
line  extending  to  Pine  Mountain.  Cox 
came  forward  to  Marietta  on  the  5th,  and 
early  on  the  6th  moved  to  Stanley's  right 
near  Pine  Mountain.  Corse  was  sent  back 
to  Rome.  Sherman  then  waited  a  few 
(hiys  for  Hood  to  develop  his  purposes. 
On  the  8th  tlie  Fourth  Corps  moved  to 
the  vicinity  of  Ackworth,  followed  by  the 
Fourteenth  Corps.  The  breaks  in  the 
railway,  occasional  interruptions  of  tele- 
grapli  lines  and  operations  of  Confederate  cavalry,  kept  the 
troops  at  Chattanooga  on  the  alert. 

On  the  5tii,  while  the  battle  at  Allatoona  was  raging, 
Opdycke  with  six  regiments  went  south  by  rail,  was  stopped 
at  Resaca  and  then  ordered  to  return  r'la  Cleveland.  The 
movement  was  occasioned  b}'  reports  that  Wheeler's  cavalry 
was  threatening  the  railroad.  On  the  7th  Opdycke  returned 
to  Resaca,  taking  with  him  several  regiments,  including  the 
125th.  jS'ear  Resaca  two  cars  were  derailed,  killing  Surgeon 
Fcrson  of  74rli  Illinois,  and  injuring  Colonel  Barrett  of  44:th 
Illinois,  and  others.     On  the  8th  the ''command  returned  to 
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Chattanooga  via  Cleveland.  On  the  10th  Sherman  learned 
that  Hood  was  crossing-  the  Coosa  about  fifteen  miles  below 
Rome,  and  ordered  the  army  to  concentrate  at  Rome.  The 
Fourth  and  Fourteenth  Corps  marched  through  Allatoona 
Pass,  crossed  the  Etowali  and  the  head  of  column  reached 
Cartersville  at  8:80  p.  m.  On  the  11th  marched  to  Kingston, 
and  on  the  12th  marched  to  within  three  miles  of  Rome. 
Meantime  Hood  had  moved  behind  ridges  north  of  the 
Oostanaula  to  Resaca,  arriving  on  the  12th,  and  demanding 
a  surrender  of  the  garrison,  which  was  refused.  Leaving 
S.  D.  Lee's  Corps  at  Resaca,  Hood  marched  to  Tilton,  battered 
down  the  block  house  with  artillery  and  captured  tlie  17th 
Iowa,  then  moved  to  Dalton,  where  the 
garrison,  a  regiment  of  colored  troops,  sur- 
rendered ;  then  to  Mill  Creek  Gap,  where 
he  captured  the  garrison  of  a  bhx-k  house 
and  secured  a  passage  through  the  Ga[i. 
By  this  time  Sherman  was  pressing  upon 
him,  and  not  intending  to  fight,  he  re- 
treated to  the  southwest.  Sherman  heard 
of  Hood's  arrival  at  Resaca  on  the  13th, 
and  at  once  set  his  troops  in  motion. 
The  Fourth  Corps  marched  ma  Calhoun, 
and  camped  on  the  old  battlefield,  three 
miles  north  of  Resaca  the  next  day,  having  marched  thirty- 
five  miles  within  twenty-four  hours. 

The  pursuit  was  pressed  vigorously  on  the  15th  and  l()th, 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  passing  through  Ship's  Gap  on 
the  16th,  the  Fourth  and  Fourteenth  Corps  halting  at 
Villanow.  N^o  move  on  the  17th  ;  marclied  at  6  a.  m.  on  the 
18th  for  Summerville  and  arrivetl  on  the  19th.  On  the  20th 
marched  to  Gaylesville.  Sherman  lialted  at  Gaylesville  for 
a  few  days  to  live  ott'  the  country  and  find  out  what  Hood 
would  do  next.  Hood's  appearance  on  tlie  railroad  gave  the 
garrison  at  Chattanooga  extra  duty  also.     General  Schofield 
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arrived  fVoin  tlie  north,  and  being  unable  to  reach  his  com- 
mand or  communicate  with  Sherman,  telegraphed  to  Gen- 
eral Thomas  at  Nashville,  and  was  ordered  to  take  command 
at  Cliattanooga.  For  a  few  days  it  was  thought  Hood  might 
make  an  attack.  The  works  were  repaired  and  everything 
put  in  order  for  a  good  defense,  and  detachments  were  sent 
out  to  watch  the  enemy's  movements,  Tlie  125th  did  con- 
siderable traveling  by  rail.  Went  to  Einggold  on  the  15th, 
returned  on  tlie  16th  and  went  through 
to  Whitesides ;  next  morning  ran  down 
to  Bridgeport,  and  on  the  18th  ran  l)ack 
to  Chattanooga  and  marched  to  the  old 
battletield  of  C^hickamauga,  having  the 
novel  experience  on  that  da_y  of  eating 
lu'eakfast  in  Ahibama,  dinner  at  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn  ,  and  supper  in  Georgia. 
Marched  on  tlie  19th  to  Lafayette,  on 
the  20th  to  A'alley  Store,  and  next  day 
to  Alpine.  The  Second  Division  re- 
mained at  Alpine  several  days,  and  lived  well  on  the  country. 
Meantime  Hood's  army  reached  Gadsden,  Ala.,  on 
the  20th,  to  which  point  he  had  sent  his  trains  and 
reserve  artiller}'  after  crossing  the  Coosa,  sliowing  that 
his  dash  at  the  railroad  was  intended  merely  for  a  raid 
and  to  draw  Sherman  farther  from  Atlanta.  Hood  says  in 
his  official  report  that  he  intended  to  cross  the  Tennessee 
near  Gunter's  Landing  and  march  on  to  Bridgeport,  hoping 
that  would  compel  Sherman  to  return  to  Tennessee  to  save 
his  line  of  supplies,  but  that  Forrest's  absence  made  it 
unsafe  to  do  so.  On  the  22nd  he  set  his  army  in  motion, 
reaching  Decatur  on  the  26th.  Brig.  Gen.  R.  S.  Granger, 
with  a  small  force,  was  prepared  to  resist  a  crossing  at 
Decatur,  and  on  the  29th  Hood  moved  still  farther  down 
stream,    halting    at    Tuscumbia    and    Florence,    where    he 
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remained  two  weeks.  When  Sherman  discovered  Hood's 
movement  towards  the  Tennessee  he  ordered  Stanley  to 
take  tlie  Fourth  Corps  to  Bi-idgeport  and  report  to  General 
Thomas,  who  was  then  at  Nashville.  Stanley  reached 
Alpine  on  October  26,  where  our  division  rejoined  the  corps 
after  an  absence  of  thirty-one  days.  On  the  27th  the  corps 
marched  to  Lafayette,  twenty-four  miles.  On  the  28th  we 
marched  at  7  a.  m.,  halted  on  Chickamauga  battlefield  at  1 
p.  M.  for  dinner,  then  proceeded  to  Rossville,  making  twenty- 
five  miles  that  day.  The  boys  began  to  think  that  Hood 
was  really  in  Tennessee  and  the  "  cracker  line""  in  pei-il. 

On  the  29tli  Stanley  was  ordered  by  General  Tlionias  to 
proceed  with  liaste  to  Huntsville  or  Athens.  Wood's  divi- 
sion marched  to  Chattanooga,  was  loaded  u[)on  cars  and 
started,  leaving  artillery  and  wagons.  The  first  and  second 
divisions  cam[)ed  near  Lookout  Mountain. 

A  later  dispatch  directed  Stanley  to  march  his  leading 
division  from  Athens  to  Pulaski,  fortliwith,  unk'ss  he  found 
that  Hood  was  still  south  of  the  Tennessee,  the  other  divi- 
sions to  follow  as  rapidl}'  as  possible. 
Stanley  followed  Wood  to  Athens,  and 
there  learned  that  Hood  had  one  corps 
across  at  Florence.  Wood  marched  at 
once  for  Pulaski.  The  cars  were  kept 
moving,  and  transported  the  entire  corps 
except  Kirby's  brigade  to  Athens.  Kirby 
acted  as  escort  to  the  wagon  trains,  and 
marclied  rUi  Decherd  to  Pulaski.  The 
second  division  was  the  last  to  leave  Chat- 
tanooga. Tlie  paymaster  came  to  camp, 
and  the  12oth  was  paid  after  dark  on 
the  30th.  On  the  31st  the  regiment  boarded  the  cars  in 
Chattanooga,  arrived  at  Athens  at  midnight,  but  remained 
on  the  cars  until  morning.  It  rained  and  the  men  were 
given  time  to  dry  their  clothes  next  morning,  before  march- 
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iiig.  Camped  Novenibei-  1  about  four  miles  from  Athens. 
On  the  2iul  marched  11  miles  through  deep  mud,  showers 
of  rain  adding  to  the  discomfort.  On  the  3rd,  marched  at  8 
A.  M.,  forded  Elk  river  about  noon,  and  marched  eight  miles 
further,  coming  to  a  pike,  and  then  camped  for  the  night. 
Next  day  marched  to  Pulaski  and  camped  on  a  ridge  about 
two  miles  west  of  the  town,  and  remained  there  until 
Xovember  22nd,  engaged  in  work  on  tlie  fortilications,  for- 
aging, picket  and  other  camp  duties.  General  Hood  had 
secured  a  crossing  at  Florence  but  required  time  to  prepare 
for  a  forward  movement  into  Tennessee.  Meantime  General 
Sherman  had  obtained  permission  to  make  his  march  to 
Savannah.  He  left  General  Thomas  to  take  care  of  Hood, 
giving  him  the  Fourth  and  Twenty-third  Corps.  General 
K-osecrans  was  ordered  to  send  the  First  and  Second  Divisions 
of  the  Sixteenth  corps  from  Missouri  to  Xashville,  and  with 

that  force  it  was  thought  Thomas 
could  prevent  Hood  from  doing 
much  harm.  Sherman  marched  back 
to  Atlanta,  sent  all  rolling  stock 
back  to  Cliattanooga,  took  np  the 
railroad  and  sent  the  rails  back, 
destro^'ed  Atlanta  and  started  on 
his  fam()us  march  through  Georgia 
on  November  15. 

Losses  in  September  and  Octo- 
ber, 1864,  not  before  noted,  were : 

Died — Henry  Charman,  of  E, 
and  Abram  Laurence,  of  Iv,  both  at 
Chattanooga;  Jacob  Beriier,  of  H,  at  Atlanta,  and  Nicholas 
Sclnnitz,  of  H,  in  Andersouville  Prison. 

Discharged  on  Surgeon's  certificate  of  disability — James 
Floody,  of  P,  :  Wallace  D.  Edwards,  of  D,  and  Patrick 
Murphy,  of  H. 
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Transferred  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps — Peter  Meiger, 
of  A  ;  James  Woodard,  of  E;  Alfred  Maxon,  of  F,  and 
Lewis  N.  Robinson,  of  K. 

Captnred  l)_v  the  enemy — On  Septend^er  21,  David  S. 
Philli})S,  of  I.  who  was  ill  and  permitted  to  fall  out  of  ranks 
while  on  the  march,  went  to  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Moore,  and 
while  there  ill  was  discovered  and  carried  otf  l)y  Confederate 
soldiers.  On  !Se[)temher  24.  I'liilander  Odell,  of  C,  was  ca[>- 
tured  at  Cassvillc.  Ga. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


HOOD'S  CAMPAIGN  IN  TENNESSEE. 

Hood's  army  advanced  from  Florence  on  November  20, 
1864,  with  a  force  present  for  duty,  of  infantry,  38,117  ;  artil- 
lery, 3,068;  cavalry,  12,753;  aggregate,  53,938. 

General  Thomas  was  at  J^ashville  doing  all  in  his  power 
to  concentrate  a  force  adequate  to  cope  with  Hood.  The 
Twenty-third  Corps  had  returned  from  Georgia  by  rail  to 
Xashville,  Cox's  division  was  sent  to  join  Stanley,  who 
occupied  Pulaski  with  the  Fourth  Corps,  w^iile  Schofield  went 
with  Ruger's  division  to  Johnsonville  to  repel  an  attack  by 
Forrest's  Cavalry,  arriving  to  iind  that  Forrest  had  already 

moved  away.  Schofield  was  then  or- 
dered to  leave  two  brigades  at  John- 
sonville, send  the  other  brigade 
(Strickland's)  to  Columbia,  and  pro- 
ceed in  person  to  Pulaski,  to  assume 
command  of  all  the  forces  in  the  vicin- 
ity. His  orders  Avere  to  hold  Hood  in 
check  should  he  advance  long  enough 
to  enable  Maj.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith's 
troops,  then  expected  from  Missouri, 
to  reach  jSTashville,  and  General  Wil- 
son's cavalry  force  to  be  remounted 
and  litted  for  the  iield.  With  Smitli's 
two  divisions  and  detached  troops  in  Tennessee  ordered  in, 
together  with  Wilson's  cavalry,  Thomas  expected  to  have  a 
force  e(pial  to  Hood's.  Schoiield  assumed  command  at 
Pulaski  on  the  14th.  When  Hood  advanced  Schotield  had 
an  effective  t\)rce  of  18,000  infantry,  and  four  brigades  of 
cavalry,  about  3,500  horsemen.  Hood's  infantry  was  })re- 
ceded  by  his  cavalry,  Forrest's  numerical  superiority  enabling 
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him  to  drive  our  cavalry  before  him  rapidly.  The  weather 
was  cold,  snow  falling  on  the  21st,  with  high  wind,  and  the 
cold  increasing  on  the  22nd.  On  the  22nd,  General  Hatch, 
commanding  the  cavalry,  was  driven  out  of  Lawrenceburg, 
and  Schofield  at  once  ordered  public  property  sent  from 
Pulaski  to  Columbia  and  commenced  to  fall  back.  Cox's 
division,  followed  by  our  division   (Wagner's),  marched  to 


Lynnville.  The  frosty  weather  was  not  unfavorable  for 
marching  on  a  pike.  The  125th  started  at  9  a.  m.  and  reached 
Lynnville  at  4  p.  m.  It  was  thought  that  the  bad  roads  oft' 
the  pikes  would  prevent  Hood  from  making  rapid  progress 
and  Pulaski  was  evacuated  without  haste.  The  First  and 
Third  Divisions  of  the  Fourth  Corps  marched  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  23rd,  arriving  at  Lynnville  in  the  night.  Cox's 
division   left    Lynnville  at  8    p.   m.    on  the    same    date    and 
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camped  that  iii^lit  ten  miles  iiorth.  After  midnight  infor- 
mation was  received  that  Capron's  brigade  of  cavah*y  had 
been  driven  out  of  Mt.  Pleasant  by  an  infantry  force.  Mount 
Pleasant  is  about  ten  miles  southwest  from  Columbia,  while 
the  distance  to  Lynnville  is  eighteen  miles.  It  began  to  look 
as  if  Hood  was  making  fast  time  in  spite  of  bad  roads.  There 
was  evident  danger  of  his  getting  to  Columbia  first,  and 
cutting  off  our  force  from  retreat  towards  I^ashville.  The 
troops  at  Lynnville  were  waked  and  marched  at  once.  Cox's 
division  was  also  ordered  to  march  forthwith  and  when 
appi'oaching  Cohinibia  took  a  cross- road  over  to  the  Mount 
Pleasant  road,  where  he  found  Capron's  brigade  of  cavalry 
retreating,  unable  to  stop  the  superior  force  of  the  enemy. 
Cox's  infantry  turned  the  tide  at  once  and  Forrest  was  com- 
pelled to  give  uj)  any  ambition  he  ma}" 
liave  entertained  to  capture  Columbia. 
Cox  then  formed  line  about  one  mile 
west  ol  town,  his  right  resting  on  Duck 
river.  Wagner's  division  extended  from 
Cox's  left  to  the  Pulaski  pike.  Wood's 
division  on  Wagner's  left  faced  soutli, 
Kimball's  division  on  Wood's  left  carried 
the  line  to  the  river  above  the  town.  The 
125th  reached  its  position  in  the  line  at 
Ma.,,  gkn.  j.  h.  wn,s.,N.     ^^  ^_  ^j_^  prepared  cotfee  and  dined  early, 

then  worked  on  fortitications  until  dark. 

General  Hood's  purpose,  as  shown  by  liis  olhcial  report, 
was  to  anticipate  Schofield  atColumbia,  and  cut  off  the  latter's 
force  from  communication  with  Nashville.  Had  he  suc- 
ceeded in  that,  he  could  have  used  his  surplus  cavalry  to  cut 
the  railroad  to  Chattanooga  at  or  below  Murfreesboro,  when 
the  forces  at  Chattanooga  would  probably  be  compelled  to 
evacuate  for  want  of  supplies;  and  Hood  would  have  re- 
gained all  the  territory  that  had  been  lost  in  eio-hteen  months. 
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As  soon  as  Hood's  line  of  advance  was  developed, 
Thomas  ordered  the  evacuation  of  Johnsonville,  sending  one 
of  Rubers  brigades  (Cooper's)  to  Centreville,  thirty  miles 
west  of  Columbia,  on  Duck  River,  and  the  other  by  rail  to 
Columbia.  General  Wilson  came  down  from  Nashville  to 
command  the  cavalry,  wldch  was  posted  to  guard  the  river 
crossings  above  Columbia. 

On  the  25th,  skirmishing  between 
pickets  was  kept  up  all  day.  At  3  p.  m. 
the  125th  went  out  with  Opdycke's  brig- 
ade on  a  reconnoissance  along  tlie  Pulaski 
pike.  The  troops  formed  at  the  picket 
line,  our  Companies  A  and  F  acting  as 
flankers,  and  then  advanced,  driving  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  about  one  mile, when 
a  large  body  of  their  cavalry  was  found  ^ 
ready  to  dispute  further  progress.  The  L'^"-  ^""^  ^-  ^-^P'^'^'"- 
brigade  then  retired  to  the  works.  Preparatory  to  a  with- 
drawal of  tlie  troops  to  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  Stanley 
was  ordered  to  move  Kimball's  and  "Wagner's  divisions  to  a 
shorter  interior  line,  while  Cox's  division  crossed  to  the  north 
side  and  Wood's  division  spread  out  and  held  the  entire  front 
line.  The  movement  began  after  dark  on  the  25th  and  the 
troops  were  in  the  new  positions  at  10  p.  m.,  and  spent  the 
night  in  constructing  new  works. 

Early  on  the  26th,  the  enemy  drove  in  the  pickets  on  the 
right  of  Wood's  line.  They  were  reinforced,  and  in  turn 
drove  the  enemy,  regaining  their  positions. 

On  the  27th,  the  artillery  and  wagons  were  taken  to  the 
north  side,  and  the  wagons  were  parked  near  the  crossing  of 
Rutherford  Creek,  three  miles  north.  That  night  all  the 
troops  were  withdrawn  to  the  north  side,  Wagner's  division 
marching  last.  The  125th  was  sent  to  the  picket  line  near 
the  Pulaski  pike  at  2  p.  m.  Remained  there  until  8  p.  m.,  then 
retired  to  the  works,  and  finally  to  the  river,  but  remained  on 
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the  south  side  until  about  three  a.  m.  oh  the  28th,  then  crossed 
on  the  raih-oad  bridge  and  joined  the  division  in  camp  near 
the  raih'oad.  The  raih^oad  bridge  was  burned  as  soon  as  we 
crossed.  During  the  forenoon  the  125th  moved  with  the 
division  aljout  two  miles  to  the  left,  opposite  the  town,  and 

threw  up  breastworks.  At 
4  p.  M.  the  men  put  up  their 
shelter  tents,  built  tires,  had 
supper  and,  having  lost  two 
nights'  sleep,  retired  early. 
During  the  day  Forrest's 
cavalry  had  forced  crossings 
at  Huey's  Mill,  and  at  other 
fords  eight  to  ten  miles  up 
the  stream,  and  Wilson's 
troopers  fell  back,  under  or- 
ders to  concentrate  at  Hurt's 
Corners.  Part  of  Capron's 
brigade  on  the  Lewisburg 
and  Franklin  pike  was  cut 
otf  at  Rally  Hill,  l)ut  by 
good  management  and  hard 
lighting  escaped.  By  the 
loss  of  Rally  Hill,  Wilson 
was  cut  otf  from  direct  roads  to  Columbia. 

On  the  29th,  Forrest  advanced  on  the  Lewisburg  pike, 
Hanking  Wilson  out  of  one  position  after  another  until  he 
gained  the  cross  road  at  Mount  Carniel,  when  Forrest  detached 
a  sutRcient  force  to  watch  Wilson  and  with  the  main  body 
moved  across  to  Spring  Hill. 

BATTLE  OF  SPRING  HILL. 

Post's  brigade  of  Wood's  division  was  sent  on  a  recon- 
uoisance  towards  Huey's  Mill  on  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
and    discovered    tluit    Hood's    infantry    was    crossing    Duck 
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River  and  moving  north.     Hood  liad  left  two  divisions  of 
Lee's  corps  and  most  of  his  artillery  at  Columljia. 

It  was  obvious  that  the  line  of  Duck  River  could  not  be 
held,  but  it  was  important  to  hold  the  crossing  at  Cohimbia 
as  long  as  possible  to  prevent  the  enemy's  artillery  from  ad- 
vancing on  the  pike,  and  also  to  gain  time  for  our  trains  to 
get  away.  Schoiield  ordered  Cox  to  hold  the  crossing- 
opposite  the  town,  Ruger  to  obstruct  the  fords  and  roads 
below  town,  and  prepare  to  fall  back,  Wood  to  support  Post, 
and  resist  any  advance  by  the  enemy  down  stream,  and 
Stanley  to  proceed  with  Wagner's  and  Kimball's  divisions, 
and  the  artillery  and  trains  to  Spring  Hill.  A  later  order 
halted  Kimball  at  Wood's  left,  south  of  Rutherford's  Creek. 
Wagner  marched  rapidly  to  Spring  Hill  followed  b}'  the 
artillery  and  trains.  The  command  moved  left  in  front, 
ready  to  face  the  enemy,  known  to 
be  on  parallel  roads  a  few  miles  east 
of  the  pike.  Opdycke's  brigade  was 
in  advance,  next  Lane's,  and  last 
Bradley's.  Four  companies  of  the 
73rd  Illinois  preceded  the  column  as 
skirmishers  under  orders  to  take  post 
across  the  pike  and  railroad  at  Spring- 
Hill  and  prevent  any  stragglers  from 
passing  that  point.  When  the  head 
of  column  was  one  mile  from  the  vil- 
lage, citizens  were  met  leaving  the 
place,  who  reported  that  Confed-  bkig.  gkn.  luthku  p.  bkai.i.ev. 
erate  cavalry  was  approaching  from  the  east.  Wagner  ordered 
Opdycke  to  double-quick,  and  himself  galloped  on  to  the  vil- 
lage, where  he  found  our  small  cavalry  force  falling  back 
before  the  advance  of  Forrest's  cavalry,  and  the  four  com- 
panies of  the  73rd  Illinois  rallying  behind  a  barricade  at  the 
edge  of  the  town.  The  first  brigade  followed  Wagner 
double-quick,  and    on    arrival    the    74th    and    88th  Illinois, 
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acting  as  one  l)attalion,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  while  the 
otlier  reirinients  formed  line  facing  north  east,  and  followed 
the  skirmishers,  advancing  against  the  enemy,  then  half  a 
mile  distant,  easily  driving  them  back.  The  125th  was  the 
tifth  reaiuK'iit  in  the  column  on  the  march,  went  straight 
through  the  village  on  the  pike  and  formed  on  the  leitof  the 
brigade.  Stanley  had  ordered  Wagner  to  hold  enough 
ground  about  the  place  to  park  the  wagons  within  the  lines. 
Having  advanced  as  far  as  desired,  Opdycke  halted  the  line. 

A  little  later  a  body  of  the  enemy 
was  observed  moving  from  the  north, 
and  (Japtain  Bates,  who  was  then 
commanding  the  12;3th,  by  Op- 
dycke's  orders  deployed  the  regi- 
ment into  a  heav}'  skirmish  line 
crossing  the  pike  and  facing  north. 
Still  later,  the  enemy,  persisting  in 
his  desire  to  reach  the  trains  by 
moving  around  our  Hanks,  the  44th 
Illinois  deployed  on  the  left  of  the 
125th,  and  the  24th  Wisconsin  on 
COL.  Roi!ERTC.BKo\vx,c4th Ohio,  the  left  of  the  44th,  extending  the 
line  so  as  to  cover  tlie  railroad  station  one-half  mile  north- 
west of  the  town. 

Colonel  Lane  had  posted  the  26th  Ohio  east  of  the  road 
and  one  and  one-half  miles  south'of  the  village,  and  double- 
quicked  the  other  regiments  of  his  brigade,  following 
Opdycke  into  town,  and  forming  line  advanced  to  Opdycke's 
right,  driving  the  enemy  from  the  eminence  half  a  mile  east 
of  the  village,  after  a  sharp  fight,  and  then  leaving  his  skir- 
mish line  out,  Lane  fell  back  half  way  to  the  village  and 
immediately  constructed  rifle-pits. 

At  the  time  Wagner  ordered  Opdycke  to  double-c^uick, 
Stanley  ordered  Bradley  to  halt  his  brigade,  then  about  two 
miles  from  the  village,  to  let  tlie  artillery  pass  him.     Bradley 
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then  followed  the  artillery,  and  by  Stanley's  order  was  sent 
to  occupy  a  wooded  knoll  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
from  town  to  the  right  and  somewhat  detached  from  Lane's 
brigade.  Bradley  formed  Avith  the  64th  Ohio,  Col.  liobert 
C.  Brown,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  followed  by  four  regi- 
ments in  line  and  one  in  reserve,  and  drove  the  enemy's 
cavalry  back  until  he  gained  the  position  desired.  While 
Bradley's  men  were  constructing  a  barricade,  his  skirmish 
line  was  forced  back,  and  he  found  a  heav}-  force  of  infantry 
advancing  on  his  front  and  right  flank.  Cheathanr's  corps 
was  tirst  in  Hood's  column,  Cleburne's  division  leading. 
Cleburne's  division  attacked  Bradley,  and  having  a  longer 
line  swung  his  left  brigade  around  to  reach  Bradley's  rear, 
where  they  Avere  checked  by  our  artillery,  six  batteries  open- 
ing on  them.  Bate's  division  formed  on  Cleburne's  left  and 
Bi'own's  to  the  riglit.  They  lost  time  in  rectifying  their 
lines,  and  night  w^as  upon  them  before  the}'  were  ready  to 
iidvance.  Meantime  Bradley's  brigade  had 
fallen  back  to  the  edge  of  the  village  and 
reformed  in  connection  \vith  Lane.  W;ig- 
ner's  line  then  extended  in  a  semicircle 
from  the  pike  south  of  the  village  around 
the  east  side,  crossing  the  pike  again  north 
of  the  village,  its  left  resting  near  the  rail- 
road station.  It  is  probable  that  the  heavy 
artiller}^  Are  led  Cheatham  to  think  the 
force  before  him  was  correspondingly 
large.  At  all  events  he  did  not  renew 
the    assault. 

Hood  ordered  Stewart's  corps  to  go  to  the  right  of  Cheat- 
ham and  swing  across  the  pike.  Had  that  order  been  executed 
the  chances  for  our  capture  vrould  have  been  good.  Hood 
says  in  his  report  "  in  the  dark  and  confusion  he  (Stewart) 
did  not  succeed  in  getting  the  position  desired,  but  about 
11   p.  M.  went    into    bivouac."       About   the   time  Bradley's 
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brigade  was  driven  back,  the  26t]i  Ohio  was  attacked,  but 
made  its  way  into  town  with  a  loss  of  three  killed  and  a  few 
wounded.  Later  the  36th  Illinois  was  sent  south  on  the 
pike  to  open  communications,  and  went  on  with  slight  resist- 
ance until  they  met  our  troops  coming  forward.  Schofield 
reached  Spring  Hill  with  Kuger's  division,  about  seven  p.  m. 
The  enemy's  cavalry  was  then  on  the  pike  at  Thompson's 
station  three  miles  north.  The  left  of  his  infantry  line  was 
within  GOO  yards  of  the  pike  south  of  town.  One  of  Ruger's 
regiments  acting  as  flankers  had  captured  a  statf  officer  of 
Cleburne's  as  they  came  in.  Whitaker's  brigade  of  Kimball's 
division  had  followed  Ruger  to  Spring  Hill,  and  was  posted 
opposite  the  enemy's  lett  to  cover  the  march  of  the  other 
troops  from  Columbia.  With  two  coi'ps  of  infantry  at  hand 
the  enemy  had  the  power  to  seize  and  hold  the  pike, 
both  north  and  south,  which  would  prevent  Wood  and  Cox 
from  coming  on  and  force  all  of  Scho- 
field's  divisions  into  disorderly  retreat  on 
bad  roads  leading  westward,  with  a  cer- 
tainty of  losing  trains  if  not  artillery, 
and  that  Hoovd  would  use  the  pikes  to  cut 
them  otf  from  Nashville.  Scbofield  took 
Ruger's  division  and  marched  to  Thomp- 
son's Station  about  9  p.  m.,  finding  that 
the  enemy  had  withdrawn  from  the  pike, 
leaving  only  pickets,  and  Ruger  was 
cuKP.wiLLiAMi'L.N.AN,!.  postcd  to  covcr  the  cross  roads,  while 
Schofield  returned  to  Spring  Hill. 

Meantime  Cox's  division  \\'as  coming  in,  followed  by 
Wood  and  Iviml)a]].  Cox  was  ordered  to  march  on  to 
Franklin  followed  by  the  wagon  trains,  Ruger  to  go  Avith 
the  trains  from  Thompson  Station,  and  Kimball's  and 
Wood's  divisions  to  follow  Ruger,  leaving  Wagner's  division 
to  bring  up  the  rear.  While  Hood's  tired  troops  slept,  Scho- 
field's  equally  tired  troops,  with  all  the  wagons  and  artillery. 
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marched  through  the  door,  fortunately  left  open  at  Thomp- 
son's station,  and  made  good  their  escape. 

The  losses  for  the  day  in  Wagner's  division  in  killed  and 
wounded  footed  up  250,  the  large  preponderance  being  in 
Bradley's  brigade.  General  Bradley  was  severely  wounded, 
and  Colonel  Conrad  of  the  loth  Missouri  succeeded  to  the 
command  of  the  Third  Brigade.  Cox's  division  had  been 
hard  pressed  at  Columbia,  but  having 
breastworks  sustained  lighter  losses. 
The  only  casualty  in  the  125th  Ohio  was 
Quincy  Latin,  of  C,  wounded. 

BATTLE  OF   FRANKLIN. 

My  kingdom  for  a  bridge  !  General 
Schotield  rode  into  Franklin  with  the 
head  of  column  a  little  before  daylight  on 
November  30  and  found  the  wagon  bridge 
across  the  Harpeth  destroyed.  At  the 
same  time  Opdycke's  brigade  was  silently  stealing  away 
from  the  lines  held  during  the  night  at  Spring  Hill,  and 
assembling  at  the  pike,  preparatory  to  acting  as  rear 
guard.  The  army,  with  trains  and  artillery,  was  en  route 
along  the  pike  extending  from  one  town  to  the  other. 
Had  a  bridge  existed  at  Franklin  the  wagons  could  have 
crossed  without  halting,  and  no  general  engagement  would 
have  occurred  that  day.  Seeing  that  it  would  require  several 
hours  to  prepare  bridges  and  the  rest  of  the  day  to  cross  the 
trains,  and  if  the  enemy  pursued  promptly,  it  might  become 
necessary  to  fight  for  the  crossings,  Brigadier  General  Cox 
was  directed  to  take  command  of  Ruger's  division  in  addition 
to  his  own,  place  them  in  position  to  cover  the  approaches  to 
the  crossings  and  intrench.  General  Schofield  gave  personal 
supervision  to  the  work  of  preparing  bridges.  The  railroatl 
bridge  was  covered  with  planks,  and  approaches  to  it  were 
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constructed  by  which  wagons  could  cross.  The  posts  of  the 
old  wagon  bridge  were  saw^ed  ott'  at  the  water's  edge,  ne^v 
cross  beams  and  stringers  attached  and  planked  over.  The 
wagons  massed,  waiting  for  the  bridges.  By  noon  the  bridges 
were  ready  and  the  wagons  began  to  cross,  but  the  streets 
and  spaces  near  the  river  were  still  crowded  with  them  when 
the  Ijattle  commenced. 

Cox's  division  went  into  line,  the  right  resting  at 
Columbia  pike  near  Carter's  house,  and  the  left  upon  the 
river,  Reilly's  brigade  on  the  right,  the  Second  Brigade, 
Cob  J.  S.  Casement  commanding,  in  the  center,  and  the 
Third  Brigade,  Col.  I.  iS".  Stiles  commanding,  on  the  left. 
Reilly's  front  line  consisted  of  the  100th  and  104th  Ohio, 
his  second  line  the  12tli  and  16th  Kentucky  and  8th 
Tennessee.  Ruger's  division  connected  with  Cox  at  the 
pike  and  extended  in  a  curved  line  to 
tlie  Carter's  Creek  pike.  The  Third 
Brigade,  Col.  S.  A.  Strickland,  Avas  on  the 
left,  with  the  50th  Ohio  and  72nd  Illinois 
in  tlie  front  line,  and  the  183d  Ohio  and 
44th  Missouri  in  the  second  line,  the  lat- 
ter being  new^  regiments,  untested  in 
battle.  The  Second  Brigade,  on  the  right 
of  Strickland,  was  commanded  by  Col. 
0.  II.  Moore,  and  deplo3ed  in  one  line, 
M.V.I.  GEN.  J.  D.  Cox.  ^^^^  regiments  being  the  80th  Indiana  on 
the  right,  23rd  Michigan,  129th  Indiana  and  111th  Ohio  on 
the  left,  the  latter  commanded  by  Col.  Isaac  R.  Sherwood. 

Kimball's  division  of  the  Fourth  Corps  extended  from 
Rngers  left  to  the  river  below  town. 

Fairly  good  breastworks  were  constructed  on  the  front 
line,  and  near  the  Columbia  pike  interior  w^orks  were 
thrown  up  to  cover  artillery,  and  were  connected  across  the 
pike  by  a  partially  completed  breastwork.  The  artillery  of  the 
Twenty-third  Corps  arrived  first,  was  sent  across  the  river 
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iind  part  of  it   }»laco(l  in  position   in  tlic   fort.      Tlie  artillery 
•of  the  Fourth  Corps  was  placed  in  position  along  the  line. 

Wood's  division  of  the  Fourth  Corps  was  sent  across 
the  I'iver  to  protect  the  trains  and  sup])ort  Wilson's  cavalry 
should  the  enemy  cross  above  town  and  attempt  to  gain  our 
rear. 

The  cavalry  under  General  Wilson  had  been  driven  to 
the  north  side  of  the  Harpeth  on  [the  29th,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  30th  was  watching  the 
crossings  east  of  Franklin  as  far  as  Triune. 
By  Schoiield's  order  Wilson  sent  Hatch's 
division  south  of  thegstream  to  hold  For- 
rest in  check  on  the  Lewisbui-g  pike  until 
the  trains  and  infantry  could'reach  Frank- 
lin. By  2  p.  M.  Hatch  was  forced  back 
l)y  superior  numbers  and  recrossed  to  the 
north  bank.  As  Forrest's  force  e^reatly 
■outnumbered  Wilson's,  the  latter  could 
not  hold  the  crossings  or  roads  to  our 
rear  if  Forrest  made  a  resolute  movement  upon  them.  Hav- 
ing now  located  the  rest  of  the  army  we  return  to  the  rear 
guard.     General  Wagner  in  his  report,  says  : 

"  At  4  o'clock  A.  M.,  November  30,  by  direction  of  General  Stanley,  the 
division  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Franklin,  and  was  charged  with  the 
duty  of  protectnig  the  rear  of  the  army.  For  this  purpose  I  caused  the 
•Second  and  Third  Brigades  to  march  in  parallel  columns  along  the  road  and 
directed  Colonel  Opdycke  to  move  in  line  of  battle  to  bring  up  the  rear 
and  in  doing  so  to  bring  forward  all  stragglers  belonging  to  the  armj'.  The" 
command  moved  off  in  good  order.  The  enemy  began  skirmishing  with 
the  rear  of  Colonel  Opdycke  early  in  the  morning,  but  we  reached  the 
vicinity  of  Franklin  without  accident  or  loss.  When  the  rear  of  the 
division  reached  Stevens'  hill,  two  miles  south  of  Franklin,  General  Stan- 
ley sent  me  an  order  to  halt  and  allow  the  troops  to  get  breakfast.  I' 
placed  Colonel  Opdycke's  brigade  in  position  in  the  gap  and  on  the  high 
point  east  of  the  pike,  with  a  section  of  artillery,  to  check  the  advance  of 
the  enemy,  who  was  pursuing  us  at  this  time.  Colonel  Lane's  brigade 
being  put  in  position  on  Colonel  Opdycke's  left,  and  Colonel  Conrad  going 
into  line  to  the  left  of  Colonel  Lane,  General  "Whitaker's  biigade,  of  the 
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First  divifrion,  occupying  the  lieiglits  on  the  right  of  tlie  pike.  The  enemy- 
soon  appeared  in  our  front  in  heavy  force,  and  the  command  was  put 
under  arms  to  be  ready  to  repel  an  attaclt.  Soon  after  these  dispositions 
were  made  I  observed  the  troops  of  the  corps  moving  toward  Franklin,  and 
I  withdrew  my  command  from  its  advanced  position  on  the  heights  and 
followed  on  toward  town.  When  within  half  a  mile  of  town  I  met  a  staft' 
officer  from  General  Stanley,  with  written  orders  directing  me  to  re-occupy 
the  heights  and  hold  them  unless  too  severely  pressed.  In  obedience  to 
this  order  I  returned  to  the  position  from  which  I  had  just  withdrawn  my 
command,  except  that  I  now  detached  one  regiment  from  Colonel  Lane's 
brigade  and  directed  it  to  be  placed  on  the  heights  to  the  right  of  the  pike, 
from  which  General  Whitaker  had  just  witlidrawn  his  brigade.  These  dis- 
positions were  scarcely  comj^leted  when  Colonel  Ojidycke  sent  a  messenger 
to  report  to  me  that  the  enemy  was  moving  two  heavy  columns  of  infantry 
against  our  line,  one  by  each  of  the  two  pikes  leading  into  Franklin,  one 
column  turning  my  left  flank.  I  thereupon  again  withdrew  my  command 
and  retired  toward  the  main  line  of  our  troops,  which  surrounded  the  town, 

and  sent  an  officer  of  my  staff  to  notify  Gen- 
eral Stanley  of  my  movement.  I  directed 
Colonel  Lane's  brigade  and  a  section  of  artil- 
lery to  go  into  position  on  the  hill  to  the 
right  of  the  pike  about  one  mile  north  of 
Stevens'  hill,  where  he  remained,  skirmishing 
with  the  enemj'  till  his  right  flank  was  about 
to  be  turned,  when  I  directed  him  to  leave  a 
heavy  line  of  skirmishers  to  hold  the  hill  as 
long  as  possible,  and  to  withdraw  his  brig- 
ade and  go  into  position  on  the  right  of  the 
Third  Brigade,  which  had  been  formed  on  the 
left  of  the  pike  about  400  yards  in  advance  of 
our  main  line,  at  the  same  time  placing  a  sec- 
tion of  artillery  on  the  pike  between  these 
two  brigades.  The  commanders  of  the  Sec- 
ond and  Tliird  Brigades,  Colonels  Lane  and 
Conrad,  were  now  directed  to  hold  their  position  long  enough  to  develop 
the  force  of  the  enemy,  but  not  to  attempt  to  fight  if  threatened  by  the 
enemy  in  too  strong  a  force." 

Opdycke's  report  gives  further  interesting  details  of  the 
march  .     He  says  : 


Bkig.  Ui;.n.  Gi;ur.(.K.  D.  \Vai...nej: 


"  By  General  Wagner's  orders  I  then  drew  in  all  of  the  regiments,  ex- 
cept Colonel  Smith's,  and  made  dispositions  to  act  as  rear  guard.  I  was 
informed  that  our  situation  was  critical,  and  the  greatest  efl'orts  would  be 
needed.     Formed  in  two  lines  of  battle,  and  Colonel  Smith's   command 
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came  from  picket  and  deployed  as  skirmishers.  A  section  of  the  Fourth 
Artillery  reported  to  me  at  0:30  a.  m.  We  faced  to  the  rear  and  moved  oft' 
in  line.  As  we  debouched  into  the  little  valley  at  Thompson's  Station, 
skirmishing  opened.  Colonel  Smith  managed  his  line  skillfully,  and  sus- 
tained no  loss.  He  killed  a  few  rebels,  one  an  officer,  within  a  rod  of  our 
line.  Stragglers  soon  commenced  filling  the  road,  mostly  new  men  with 
immense  knapsacks.  They  were  so  worried  as  to  seem  indifferent  to  cap- 
ture.    I  ordered  each  of  my  three  lines  to  bring  along  every  man  at  the 
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point  f)f  the  bayonet,  and  to  cut  oft'  the  knapsacks.  These  orders  were- 
obeyed  rigidly,  and  probably  less  than  twenty  men  escaped  our  vigilance 
and  were  captured.  I  am  sure  that  we  saved  five  hundred  men  from  cap- 
ture by  these  severe  measures.  The  enemy  continued  to  annoy  our  rear 
all  the  time,  and  at  11  a.  m.  we  reached  Stevens'  hill,  overlooking  Franklin, 
took  2")osition  on  it,  and  remained  there  an  hour  and  a  half.  General  Wag- 
ner then  ordered  me  off,  and  as  my  rear  was  clearing  the  hill,  was  oi'dered 
back  there.     When  I  reached  the  top  of  the  hill  I  at  once  discovered  heavy 
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and  parallel  columns  of  infantry  approaching  rajndly.  I  was  ordered  off 
again  after  sending  a  number  of  shell  and  solid  shot  at  the  advancing 
enemy.  At  about  2:00  p.  m.  the  brigade  was  massed  about  200  yards  to  the 
rear  of  Carter's  house,  and  on  the  right  of  Columbia  pike,  the  main  line  of 
defense  crossed  this  pike  just  in  front  of  C's.  house." 

Tlie  strao'O'lers  with  overloaded 
knapsacks  mentioned  by  Opdycke 
were  new  recruits  and  members  of 
new  reo'iments  that  joined  at  Colum- 
bia. They  had  not  yet  learned  from 
experience  the  foil}'  of  carrying  extra 
clothing  or  other  articles  not  essen- 
tial to  existence,  and  it  is  not  surpris- 
ing that  many  of  them,  exhausted  by 
several  days  of  hard  work  in  trenches, 
marching,  and  loss  of  sleep,  found 
the  long  stretch  from  Columbia  to 
Franklin  difficult  to  make. 

The  order  of  march  of  the  first  brigade  was  in  two  lines 
of  battle,  the  first  line  consisting  of  the  44th  and  73rd  Illinois, 
the  second  of  the  125th  Ohio,  24th  Wisconsin  and  86th 
Illinois.  The  88th  and  74th  Illinois,  consolidated,  were 
deployed  as  skirmishers  and  brought  up  the  rear.  The  com- 
mand marched  in  that  order  in  line  of  battle  to  Stevens'  Hill, 
and  from  there  to  town  moved  on  the  pike.  No  fires  had 
been  permitted  at  Spring  Hill,  and  owing  to  the  immediate 
presence  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  Opdycke's  brigade  had  no 
•opportunity  to  prepare  coffee  at  Stevens'  Hill.  When  arms 
were  stacked  inside  the  works  there  was  an  immediate  rush 
for  fuel,  and  very  soon  the  odor  of  frying  pork,  mingled 
with  the  aroma  of  boiling  coftee  filled  the  air.  The  125th 
•Oliio  was  on  familiar  ground.  No  place  in  the  south  was  as 
well  known  to  our  officers  and  men  as  Franklin  and  its  vicin- 
ity.    We  had  spent  four  months  there  at  the  beginning  of 
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onr  career  in  the  field,  during  wliicli  time  we  helped  to  con- 
struct the  fort,  did  picket  duty  on  every  road  repeatedly  and 
marched  in  every  direction  on  various  expeditions.  When 
on  picket  south  of  town  the  officers  frequently  called  at  the 
Carter  residence,  and  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Carter 
and  his  daughters.  His  sons  were  in  the  Confederate  army, 
as  were  nearly  all  the  able  bodied  men  of  the  town.  Among 
the  very  few  residents  of  Franklin  who  adhered  to  the 
Union  was  Dr.  Cliff  and  his  wife.  Colonel  Opdycke  and 
others  called  at  Dr.  Cliff's  immediately  on  arriving,  but 
owing  to  the  advance  of  the  enemy  could  not  avail  them- 
selves of  Mrs.  Cliff's  invitation  to  supper.  The  12oth  and 
other  regiments  of  Opdycke's  brigade  were  destined  to  have 
a  new  experience — that  of  defending  a  breast  work  against 
assault  after  first  taking  it  fi'om  the 
enemy.  We  had  assaulted  works, 
and  had  helped  build  them  by  tlie 
mile,  but  had  never  yet  had  the 
opportunity  to  defend  one  against 
serious  assault.  The  assault  at 
Franklin  was  made  by  two  infantry 
corps  and  one  division  of  a  third 
corps,  with  cavalry  upon  both  flanks, 
about  40,000  men  in  all,  and  was  re- 
pulsed by  about  one-fourth  that  num- 
ber holding  breastworks.  A  more 
determined  and  persistent  eftbrt  to 
carry  a  position  was  never  made.  At  the  first  onset  the  as- 
saulting troops  carried  the  works  at  the  center,  and  Opdycke's 
brigade  charged  into  the  breach,  re-took  the  works  on  its 
front  after  a  fierce  struggle,  and  held  them.  Perhaps  the 
most  satisfactory  account  of  the  famous  conflict  will  Ije  that 
of  the  several  commanders  on  the  fleld.  AVe  quote  first  from 
the  report  of  General  Hood  : 
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"  Stewart's  corps  was  placed  in  position  on  the  right,  Cheatham's  on 
the  left,  and  the  cavalry  on  either  flank,  the  main  body  of  the  cavalry  on 
the  right  under  Forrest.  Johnson's  division  of  Lee's  corps,  also  became 
engage<l  on  the  left  during  the  engagement.  The  line  advanced  at  4  p.  m., 
with  orders  to  drive  the  enemy  into  or  across  the  Big  Harpeth  River,  while 
General  Forrest,  if  successful,  was  to  cross  the  river  and  attack  and  destroy 
liis  trains  and  broken  columns.  The  troops  moved  forward  most  gallantly 
to  the  attack.  We  carried  the  enemy's  first  line  of  hastily  constructed 
works  handsomely.  We  then  advanced  against  his  interior  line,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  carrying  it  also  in  some  places.  Here  the  engagement  was  of  the 
fiercest  possible  character.  Our  men  possessed  themselves  of  the  exterior 
of  the  works,  while  the  enemy  held  the  interior.  Many  of  our  men  were 
killed  entirely  inside  the  works.  The  brave  men  captured  were  taken  inside 
his  works  in  the  edge  of  the  town.  The  struggle  lasted  till  near  midnight, 
when  the  enemy  abandoned  his  works  and  crossed  the  river,  leaving  his 
dead  and  wounded  in  our  possession.  Never  did 
troops  fight  more  gallantly.  The  works  of  the 
enemy  were  so  hastily  constructed  that  while  he 
had  a  slight  abattis  in  front  of  a  part  of  his  line 
there  was  none  on  his  extreme  right.  During  the 
daj'  I  was  restrained  from  using  my  artillery  on  ac- 
count of  the  women  and  children  remaining  in  the 
town.*  At  night  it  was  massed  ready  to  continue 
the  action  in  the  morning,  but  the  enemy  retired. 

"  "We  captured  about  one  thousand  prisoners 
and  several  stands  of  colors.  Our  loss  in  killed, 
wounded  and  prisoners  was  4500.  Among  the  killed 
was  Maj.  Gen.  P.  E.  Cleburne,  Brigadier  Generals 
Gist,  John  Adams,  Strahl  and  (Tranlniry.  ilajor 
General  Brown,  Brigadier  <Tenerals  Carter,  3Iani- 
gault.  (^uarles,  Cockrell  and  Scott  were  wounded,  and  Brigadier  General 
Gordon  captured." 

The  following  is  from  the  report  of  Maj.  Gen.  David  S. 
Stanley,  commanding'  Fourth  Corps  : 

"  From  1  o'clock  until  4  in  the  evening  the  enemy's  entire  force  was 
in  sight  and  forming  for  attack,  yet  in  view  of  the  strong  position  w^e  held, 
and  reasoning  from  the  former  course  of  the  rebels  during  this  campaign, 
nothing  appeared  so  improbable  as  that  they  would  assault.  I  felt  so  con- 
fident in  this  belief  that  I  did  not  leave  General  Schofield's  headquarters 
until  the  firing  commenced.  About  4  o'clock  the  enemy  advanced  with 
his  whole  force,  at  least  two  corps,  making  a  bold  and  persistant  assault, 
which,  upon  a  part  of  the  line,  lasted  about  fortv  minutes.  When  Wagner's 
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division  fell  back  from  the  heights  south  of  Franklin,  Opdycke's  brigade 
was  placed  in  reserve  in  rear  of  our  main  line,  on  the  ColundDia  pike. 
Lane's  and  Conrad's  brigades  were  deplo,ved,  the  former  on  the  right,  the 
other  on  the  left  of  the  pike,  about  three  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the 
main  line.  Here  the  men,  as  our  men  always  do,  threw  up  a  barricade  of 
rails.  By  whose  mistake  I  cannot  tell,  it  certainly  was  never  a  part  of  my 
instructions,  but  these  brigades  had  orders  from  General  Wagner  not  to 
retire  to  the  main  line  until  forced  to  do  so  by  the  fighting  of  the  enemy. 
The  consequence  was  that  the  brigades  stood  their  ground  until  the  charg- 
ing rebels  were  almost  crossing  bayonets  with   them,  but    the   line   then 

broke — Conrad's  brigade  first,  then 

Lane's — and  men  and  officers  made 
the  quickest  time  they  could  to  our 
main  lines.  The  old  soldiers  all 
escaped,  but  the  conscripts,  being 
afraid  to  run  under  fire,  many  of 
them  were  captured.  Conrad's 
brigade  entered  the  main  line  near 
the  Columl)ia  pike.  Colonel  Lane'^ 
several  hundred  yards  to  the  right 
of  the  pike.  A  large  proportion  of 
Lane's  men  came  back  with  loaded 
muskets,  and  turning  at  the  breast- 
works, they  fired  a  volley  into  the 
pressing  rebels  now  not  ten  step.^ 
from  them.  The  part  of  the 
Twenty-third  Corps  stationed  in 
the  works  for  a  distance  of  about 
three  (hundred)  or  four  (hundred  ^ 
yards  to  the  right  of  the  Colum)>i;i 
pike,  and  which  sj^ace  took  in  the 
1st  Kentucky  and  6th  Ohio  Batter- 
ies, broke  and  ran  to  the  rear  with 
the  fugitives  from  Conrad's  brig- 
ade.   To  add  to  the  disorder  the 

caissons  of  the  two  batteries  gallopeil  rapidly  to  the  rear,  and  the  enemy 
appeared  on  the  breastworks  and  in  possession  of  the  two  batteries,  wliich 
they  commenced  to  turn  upon  us. 

"  It  was  at  this  moment  I  arrived  at  the  scene  of  disorder,  coming  from 
the  town  on  the  Columljia  pike  ;  the  moment  was  critical  beyond  anj'  I 
have  known  in  any  ])attle — couW  the  enemy  hold  that  part  of  the  line,  he 
was  nearer  to  our  two  bridges  than  the  extremities  of  our  line.  Colonel 
Opj'dcke's  brigade  was  lying  down  about  one  hundred  j-ai-ds  in  rear  of  the 
works.  I  rode  quickly  to  the  left  regiment  and  called  to  them  to  charge  ; 
at  the  same  time  I  saw  Colonel  Opdycke  near  the  center  of  his  line  urging 


John  S.  Blim,  A  (1895). 


;36 


OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 


his  men  foi-wanl.  I  gave  the  Colonel  no  order,  as  I  saw  him  engaged  in  doing 
the  verj'  thing  to  save  us,  viz  to  get  possession  of  our  line  again.  The  retreat- 
ing men  of  Colonel  Conrad's  brigade,  and.  I  believe,  the  men  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Corps-,  PL'oing  the  line  of  Opdycke's  brigade  start  for  the  works,  com- 
menced to  I'iilly.  1  heard  the  old  soldiers  call  out,  "  Come  on,  men,  we  can 
go  wherever  the  (General  can,"  and  making  a  rush  our  men  immediately 
retook  all  tlie  line,  excepting  a  small  portion  just  in  front  of  the  brick  house 
on  the  pike.  A  force  of  the  rebels  held  out  at  this  point,  and  for  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes,  supported  by  a  rebel  line  fifty  yards  to  the  rear,  poured  in 
a  severe  fire  upon  our  men.  So  deadly  was  this  fire  that  it  was  only  by  the 
most  strenuous  exertions  of  the  officers  that  our  men  could  be  kept  to  the 
line;  our  exertions,  however,  succeeded,  and  in  twenty  minutes  our  front 
was  comparatively  clear  of  rebels,  who  fell  back  to  the  position  formerly 
held  by  the  two  brigades  of  the  Second  Division  in  the  commencement  of 

the  fight,  from  whence  they  kept  up  a  fire 
until  midnight,  when  we  withdrew.  Just 
after  the  retaking  of  the  line  by  our  troops, 
as  I  was  passing  toward  the  left  to  General 
Cox's  position,  my  horse  was  killed,  and  no 
sooner  bad  I  regained  my  feet  than  I  received 
a  musket  ball  through  the  back  of  my  neck. 
My  wound,  however,  did  not  prevent  my 
keeping  the  field,  and  General  Cox  kindly 
furnished  me  a  remount.  The  rapidity  of  the 
firing  made  it  very  difficult  to  keep  up  the 
ammunition,  the  train  being  some  two  miles 
distant  on  the  road  to  Nashville  when  the 
l)attle  commenced,  and  our  greatest  danger 
at  one  period  of  the  battle  was  that  we  would 
exhaust  our  ammunition.  One  liundred  wag- 
on loads  of  ammunition,  artillery  and  musket 
cartridges,  were  expended  in  this  short  battle,  belonging  to  the  ordnance 
train  of  the  Fourth  Army  Corps  ;  this  train,  however,  supplied  in  great 
part  tiie  wants  of  the  Twenty-third  Corps." 

The  tbllowinu-  is  from  Colonel  Opdycke's  report  : 

"  The  men  got  coffee,  and  at  about  4  p.  m.  General  Cox  sent  me  a 
request  to  have  my  brigade  ready,  and  I  received  no  other  orders  till  after 
the  battle.  I  was  familiar  with  the  whole  ground,  and  knew  that  Carter's 
hill  was  the  key  to  it  all.  The  fighting  was  now  heavy,  and  I  commenced 
moving  the  command  to  the  left  of  the  pike  for  greater  security  to  the  men 
and  for  easier  maneuvering  in  case  of  need.  AVhile  thus  moving,  a  most 
horrilile  stampede  of  our  front  troops  came  surging  and  rushing  back  past 
Carter's  house,  extending  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  pike.  I  at  first 
thought  them  onlv  the  Second  and  Third  brigades  of  our  division  that  were 
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left  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  front  with  orders  to  fall  back ;  but  I  8oon 
saw  that  the  troops  at  t)ie  main  works  had  left  them.  When  I  gave  the 
order  '  First  Brigade,  forward  to  the  works ! '  bayonets  came  down  to  a 
charge,  the  yell  was  raised,  and  the  regiments  rushed  most  grandly  forward, 
carrying  many  stragglers  back  with  them.  We  deployed  as  we  charged, 
which  took  us  up  en  echelon  forward  on  the  center.  Colonel  Smith's  two 
regiments  leading  as  follows  : 


(.'olouel  Smith. 


73d  Illinois. 


-l-lth  Illinois. 


12.5tli  Ohio. 


24th  Wisconsin 


H6th  Illiuois 


"  The  enemy  were  following  our  troops  with  great  celerity  and  force. 
He  was  met  this  side  of  Carter's  house  by  our  charge,  and  at  once  put  to 
rout  with  a  loss  of  094  prisoners,  nineteen  of  whom  were  officers,  one  a 
Colonel,  and  nine  battle  flags.  A  battery,  and  a  section  of  another,  near 
Carter's  house  were  abandoned  to  the  enemy  in  the  stampede,  and  were 
retaken  by  this  charge  and  worked  by  the  officers  and  men  of  this  com- 
mand. Our  lines  were  now  restored  and  the  battle  raged  with  indescrib- 
able fury.  The  enemy  hurled  his  masses  against  us  with  seeming  despera- 
tion. Officers  devoted  their  mightiest  energies  to  bringing  up  the  strag- 
glers to  the  breastworks,  and  we  soon  had  the  position  impregnable.  These 
desperate  assaults  continued  till  after  dark,  when  the  enemy  ceased  all 
heavy  efforts  against  our  position.  I  twice  stepped  to  the  front  of  the 
works  on  the  Columbia  pike  to  see  the  effect  of  such  fighting.  I  never  saw 
the  dead  lay  near  so  thick.  I  saw  them  upon  each  other,  dead  and  ghastly 
in  the  powder-dimmed  starlight.  My  withdrawal  was  under  General 
Cox's  instructions,  and  was  accomplished  at  midnight.  My  pickets,  under 
Major  Holden  of  the  8Sth  Illinois,  remained  an  hour  later,  when  he 
brought  them  ofi'  without  annoyance. 
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"The  l)rigade  lost  an  aggregate  of  21().  Its  trophies  were  nine  battle 
flags,  894  prisoners,  nineteen  of  whom  were  officers,  retaking  a  battery  and 
a  section  of  another  one,  and  recapturing  the  colors  of  a  regiment  of 
another  lirigade.  Many  other  battle  flags  were  left  by  the  enemy  when  our 
charge  put  the  enemy  to  flight,  but  which  the  men  would  not  stop  to  jjick 
up  till  after  tlie  battle  ;  in  the  meantime  other  troops  came  ui>  and  secured 

them. 

"  My  losses  were  light,  but  Ave  regimen- 
tal commanders  were  either  killed  or  disa- 
])led.  Among  the  former  I  dejjlore  the  death 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Olson,  of  the  36th  Illi- 
nois Veteran  Volunteers.  He  was  a  true,  noble 
man  and  a  high  type  of  an  othcer. 

"  The  otlicers  and  men  all  did  magnifi- 
cently, but  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith  was 
conspicuous  even  among  heroes,  and  his  com- 
mand captured  five  battle  flags.  Captain 
Bates,  conimanding  125th  Ohio,  was  almost 
beyond  reach  of  praise.  He  did  everything 
that  he  ought,  and  so  did  each  and  all.  The 
nation  will  do  them  justice  ;  I  cannot. 

"  Capt.  R.  C.  Powers,  acting  Assistant 

Adjutant  General,  was  of    eminent  service. 

His  high  judgment  and  courage  were  of  great 

assistance  in  the  achievements  of  this  momentous  day.    I  respectfully  ask 

your  attention  to  notices  of  individual  gallantry  in  the  subordinate  reports." 


Aiiuii  i:  y\'  Aim  111  i:.  .Ii;., 
Colonel,  24th  Wisconsin. 


Maj.  Arthur  McArthur,  commanding  24tli  Wisconsin, 
was  severely  wounded,  and  his  successor  in  command  of 
the  regiment,  Captain  Philbrook,  was  killed.  Major 
Motherspaw.  73rd  Illinois,  was  mortall}'  wounded. 

The  125th  Ohio  left  obliqued  in  advancing,  the  left 
crossing  the  pike.  At  the  very  moment  of  starting  a  can- 
non ball  played  havoc  with  a  mule  and  its  cargo  of  camp 
equipage  that  stood  at  the  left  of  the  regiment  on  the  pike. 
The  first  ol)structions  encountered  in  the  advance  w^ere  the 
caissons  galloping  to  the  rear.  'As  they  came  i-ushing  back 
the  boys  gave  way  and  they  went  tearing  through  the  ranks. 
The  gaps  in  the  ranks  were  promptly  closed.  As  the  line 
neared  the  Carter  house  all  but  two  companies  crowded  to 
the  left,  passing  in  front  of  the   house,   in   a  mixed    mass. 


BATTLE  OF  FRANKLIN. 


339 


Companies  A  and  F  passed  through  the  l)aek  yard  between 
the  house  and  garden.  Colonel  Smith's  command  also  con- 
verged towards  the  pike,  his  left  wing  being  most  obstructed 
by  retreating  troops,  the  latter  surging  to  the  right  and  left 
away  from  the  pike  the  moment  they  observed  Opdycke's 
lines  advancing.  There  was  a  gap  in  the  front  line  of  breast 
works  on  the  pike,  left  to  permit  wagons  and  artillery  to 
pass.  In  the  rear  of  that  about  twenty-tive  yards  and  just 
south  of  the  house  was  an  incomplete  barricade  crossing 
the  pike,  and,  on  a  line  with  that  west  of  the  pike,  the  artil- 
lery was  stationed  behind  good  earth- works.  The  first 
contest  was  for  that  interior  line  and 
the  artillery. 

Carter's  yard  and  the  pike  were 
crowded  with  the  enemy.  Captain 
Bates  shouted :  "  Come  on  boys,  we 
have  always  whipped  them  and  al- 
ways will."  The  men  began  firing 
without  order  at  such  short  range 
that  every  bullet  was  effective.  There 
was  an  indescribable  melee,  at  the 
conclusion  of  which  the  125th  and 
all  the  rest  of  Opdycke's  regiments 
were  at  the  barricade.  -liM  .  m  .  ix-.  . 

None  of  the  regiments  occupied  exclusively  anything 
like  a  regimental  front  at  the  works,  and  all  were  mixed  to 
an  extent,  making  it  somewhat  uncertain  Avhat  part  of  the 
line  was  held  by  each.  A  great  many  officers  and  men  of 
Conrad's  brigade  joined  Opdycke's,  going  in  wherever  they 
could  find  room  to  work.  The  44th  Illinois  on  the  left  of  our 
brigade  was  practically  acting  with  Eeilly's  brigade  of  Cox's 
division,  while  on  our  right  many  of  Strickland's  officers  and 
men  soon  extricated  themselves  from  the  retreatino;  throng 
and  returned  to  the  line.  Captain  Bates  reported  that  the 
36th  Illinois  was  on  his  right,  the  24th  Wisconsin,  Colonel 
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Sniitli's  comniand,  aiul  the  44tli  Illinois  on  his  left.     Doubt- 
less their  colors  were  on  the  works  in  that  order. 

Captain  Wilson  Barronghs,  who  succeeded  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  73rd  Illinois,  when  Major  Motherspaw  was 
wounded,  reports  that  his  regiment  reached  the  works  on 
the  right  of  the  pike  in  time  to  save  a  battery  left  without 
an}'  sup])ort. 

From  the  account  given  in  the  history  of  the  regiment 
by  Lieutenaut  Newlin,  we  are  unable  to  determine  whether 

its  flao;  was  to  the  rig-ht  or 
left  of  the  36th  Illinois. 

It  seems  that  ( )pdycke, 
who  went  forward  on  the 
l)ike,  did  not  at  once  observe 
that  tliere  were  two  lines  of 
breastworks.  General  Cox 
says,  in  his  report,  that 
'■'•  Opdycke,  not  being  per- 
sonalh'  acquainted  with  the 
lines,  was  not  aware  for 
some  time  that  he  had  not 
reached  the  first  line  in 
( 'olonel  Strickland's  front, 
when  the  outbuildings  at 
Carter's  house  prevented 
the  line  from  being  dis- 
tinctly seen  from  the  turn- 

<Ai'T.  Kaisa  c.  Kue,  V,  and  D.  -i        "  -i?   ^i  i        i       n 

pike  even  it  the  smoke  had 
not  formed  so  dark  a  covering," 

The  enemy  held  the  outer  line  in  force,  supported  by 

a  second  line  a  few  yards  in  rear,  the  doubled  lines  enabling 

both    sides  to   maintain    a   terrific   musketry  fire,   the    front 

ranks  firing   while    those    in    rear   loaded  the  pieces.     The 

rapidity  of  the  firing  exhausted  our  cartridge  boxes  in  a  few 

minutes,  but  anticipating  that  result,  the  soldiers  shouted, 
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"more  cartridges."  On  the  rio-ht  of  the  125th,  Lieut.  D.  K. 
Blystoue  instituted  a  search,  and  on  tlie  left,  Lieut.  R.  C. 
Rice  sent  Sergeant  French,  of  C,  to  find  an  ordnance  wagon. 
The  latter  started  at  once,  running  through  Carter's  yard. 
At  that  moment  Opdyeke  was  crossing  the  pike,  and  seeing 
a  man  apparently  fleeing  from  the  line,  intercepted  French, 
and  with  liis  revolver,  now  empty,  held  as  a  clui),  was  al)out  to 
strike  him,  tailing  to  recognize  in  the  powder  blackened 
soldier  before  him,  one  of  his  very  best  sergeants.  Lieu- 
tenant Rice  noticed  Opdycke's  movement,  and  running  up 
said,  "This  is  Sergeant  French  ;  he 
is  going  for  cartridges."  The  car- 
tridges were  easily  found,  as  ord- 
nance officers  were  already  hurrying 
the  wagons  up  to  convenient  points 
in  rear  of  the  lines.  With  a  line  four 
to  six  men  deep  and  plenty  of  am- 
munition it  was  thereafter  a  hopeless 
fight  for  the  enemy,  but  their  posses- 
sion of  a  section  of  the  outer  line 
of  the  works  seems  to  have  misled 
them  and  caused  continued  efforts 
there  and  at  other  points. 

We  quote  further  from  General  Cox's  re}>ort  on 
that  point  :  "  The  smoke  and  growing  darkness  (U-ceived 
also  the  enemy,  who  a})parently  supposed  they  had  gained 
full  possession  of  our  lines  in  the  center,  and  continued 
to  push  in  fresh  masses  of  troops  only  to  be  destroyed  or 
Ga[)tured,  for  very  few  went  back,  insomuch  that  prisoners 
eaptured  continually  ex[)ressed  the  utmost  surprise,  declaring 
that  they  supposed  and  had  been  informed  that  our  lines 
were  occupied  by  their  troops  wdiich  had  assaulted  before, 
and  of  whom  nothing  since  had  been  seen." 

The  extracts  we  use  from  the  reports  of  Stanley  and 
Opdyeke  relate  particularly  to  the  Fourth   Corps  troops.     A 
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good  general  vieAv  of  the  entire  field  is  given  in  the  report  of 
General  Cox,  and  the  following  is  from  his  report  : 

"  A  slight  ilf]iression  beyond  the  hnes  held  by  Wagner's  advanced 
brigades  prevented  the  enemy  from  being  seen  from  our  lines  till  about 
4  o'clock,  when  the  otficers  on  the  skirmish  line  reported  him  advancing 
in  several  lines  and  in  very  great  force.  Almost  simultaneously  with  this 
report  the  two  brigades  of  Wagner's  division  in  front,  opened  a  brisk 
musketry  fire,  and  part  of  them  were  seen  making  a  barricade  of  rails,  etc., 
apparently  with  a  view  of  endeavoring  to  make  a  stand  there,  thougli  the 
section  of  artillery  retired  leisurely  within  our  lines.  Before  an  order 
could  reach  them  they  were  so  hotly  engaged  that  they  could  not  be  with- 
drawn in  order.  The  enemy  w^asted  no  time  in  firing,  but  charged  them, 
and  1)eing  enveloped  on  the  flanks,  the  tw'o  brigades,  after  a  short  and 
brave,  though  useless  struggle,  broke  to  the  rear  in  confusion.  The  momen- 
tary check  at  the  center  brought  the  right  wing  of  the  enemy  farther  for- 
ward, and  they  came  on  at  a  double  quick  with 
trailed  arms,  some  pieces  of  artillery  advancing  and 
firing  between  brigade  intervals.  As  soon  as  they 
were  seen  the  batteries  on  our  left  opened  upon 
them,  as  well  as  the  guns  in  Fort  Granger,  and  as 
they  advanced  into  rifle  range  of  our  infantry,  Stiles' 
and  Casement's  brigades  opened  fire  also.  The  rebel 
lines  could  now  plainly  be  seen,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
eral disposition  and  apparent  purpose  of  their  move- 
ment. Their  heaviest  masses  were  advancing  on 
the  line  of  the  Columbia  pike,  reaching  ciuite  to  the 
river  on  our  left,  the  two  points  of  assault  at  that 
time  being  apparently  our  center  and  our  extreme 
left ;  the  latter  being  the  point  nearest  to  our 
bridges,  which  were  necessarily  much  nearer  that 
flank  (one  of  them  being  the  railroad  bridge),  and 
that  being  the  line  of  movement  by  which  they  would  most  rapidly  have  cut 
us  off  from  crossing  the  river  had  our  lines  been  broken.  The  extreme  left 
was  the  portion  of  our  main  line  first  warmly  engaged.  The  enemy 
endeavored  to  pass  up  the  railroad  cut  above  mentioned,  but  were  enfiladed 
not  only  by  the  guns  in  Fort  Granger,  but  by  Battery  M,  Fourth  U.  S. 
Artillery,  and  driven  from  that  shelter.  Their  lines  on  either  side,  how- 
ever, advanced  steadily.  On  reaching  the  Osage  orange  hedge  in  front  of 
Stiles'  left,  they  first  endeavored  to  force  their  way  through  it  and  pull  it 
aside.  The  tough  and  thorny  nature  of  the  shrub  foiled  them  in  this,  and 
they  attempted  to  file  around  the  hedge  by  the  flank,  and  under  a  terrible, 
withering  fire  frojn  Stiles'  and  Casement's  brigades  and  the  batteries  on 
that  flank.  They  soon  abandoned  this  effort  and  most  of  those  remaining 
unhurt  lay  down  behind  the  hedge,  and  after  keeping  up  a  desultory  fire 
for  a  time,  straggled  to  the  rear,  singly  and  in  small  squads. 
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"  In  front  of  Stiles'  right  and  Casement's  left,  the  obstructions  being 
fewer  and  more  insignificant,  the  enemy  advanced  rapidly  and  in  good 
order,  though  suffering  very  severely,  up  to  the  breastworks  and  made  des- 
perate efforts  to  carry  them.  Their  officers  showed  the  most  heroic 
example  and  self-sacrifice,  riding  up  to  our  lines  in  advance  of  the  men, 
cheering  them  on.  One  general  officer  (Adams),  was  shot  down  upon  the 
parapet  itself,  his  horse  falling  across  the  breastworks.  In  all  this  part  of 
the  line  our  men  stood  steadily  without  flinching,  and  repulsed  the  enemy, 
inflicting  terrible  loss  upon  him  and  suffering  but  little  in  return.  Mean- 
while, in  the  center,  the  enemy  gained  some  temporary  advantage.  When 
the  two  brigades  of  Wagner's  division.  Fourth  Corps,  broke,  the  enemy 
were  close  upon  them  and  followed  them  in,  overtaking  and  capturing  con- 
siderable numbers  of  the  fugitives.  Our  own  men  in  the  lines  along  the 
center  were  restrained  from  firing,  in  order  not  to  injure  those  who  were 
retreating,  and  the  enemy  were 
thus  enabled  to  come  up  to  the 
breastworks  pell  mell  with  Wag- 
ner's men,  without  suffering  loss 
or  being  seriously  exposed  to  fire. 
Immediately  upon  the  pike  the 
crowd  of  the  retreating  troops  and 
the  advancing  enemy  overwhelmed 
the  men  at  the  breastworks  there, 
and  a  portion  of  the  right  of  Reilly's 
brigade  (Third  Division)  and  most 
of  Strickland's  brigade  (Second  Di- 
vision) broke  from  the  first  line. 
This  was  not  due  altogether  to  the 
pressure  upon  their  immediate 
front,  but  partly  also  to  tlie  fact 
that  the  orders  given  by  the  offi- 
cers to  the  rear  of  Wagner's  divis- 
ion coming  in  from  the  front  to 
rally  at  the  rear,  were  supposed  by 
many  of  the  men  in  the  lines  to 
apply  to  them  also.  When  the 
two  brigades  of  Wagner's  were 
first  seen  to  be  compromised  by 
getting  seriously  engaged,  as  a  provision  against  danger  in  the  center  I  liad 
ordered  Opdycke's  brigade  to  be  ready  to  charge  up  to  the  lines  instantly 
if  there  should  l)e  any  confusion  there.  This  brigaile  was  now  ordered  up, 
and  came  up  the  turnpike  in  the  most  gallant  manner ;  Reilly's  rushed 
forward  at  the  same  moment. 

"  Major  General  Stanley,  commanding  Fourth  Corps,  who  had  been  ill 
during  the  prior  part  of  the  day,  came  on  the  field  on  hearing  the  sound  of 
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Vmttle,  and  aiTived  in  time  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  effort  to  rally 
Wagner's  men,  but  was  soon  wounded  and  his  horse  shot  under  him.  The 
most  strenuous  efforts  were  made  by  all  officers  along  that  part  of  the  line 
to  rally  the  men,  and  were  so  far  successful  that  the  line  was  quickly 
restored  on  the  left  of  the  turnpike,  and  after  a  sharp  struggle  on  the  right 
of  Strickland's  brigade  also,  though  the  enemy  continued  to  occupy  in 
some  force  a  portion  of  the  outside  of  the  parapet  on  Strickland's  left  for  a 
distance  of  about  one  regimental  front.  Opdycke's  brigade  occupied  the 
second  line,  which  at  tliat  point  was  not  over  twenty-five  yards  in  rear  of 
the  first,  and  under  cover  of  the  smoke,  strengthened  a  barricade  and 
breastwork  which  had  been  before  there." 

The  statement  in  General  Cox's  report  that  "Reilly's 
brigade  rushed  forward  at  the  same  moment"  (with  Op- 
dycke's) needs  explanation. 

The  General,  evidently,  does  not  refer  to  Reilly's  regi- 
ments in  the  front  line,  for  he  says  that  on  the  right  of  Reilly's 
line  they  were  overwhelmed  and  broke  from  the  line.  He 
does  refer,  proljably,  to  two  of  Reilly's  regiments,  the  12th 
and  Kith  Kentucky,  that  were  in  reserve; 
and  those  regiments  did  advance  without 
waiting  for  orders,  the  moment  their  com- 
manders saw  the  necessity  for  so  doing. 
Lieut.  Col.  L.  H.  Rousseau,  commanding 
the  12th  Kentucky,  reported:  "I  ob- 
served the  line  of  works  at  and  near  the 
old  cotton  gin,  in  the  angle  of  the  line, 
l^eing  abandoned  by  our  troops;  seeing 
the  danger,  and  w^ell  knowing  the  disas- 
trous consequences  that  would  follow  if 
the  enemy  should  gain  the  works  at  this 
point,  I  ordered  the  regiment,  on  my  own  responsibility,  for- 
ward to  the  works.  Upon  our  arrival  at  that  })oint,  I  found 
a  sufficient  extent  of  the  line  abandoned  into  which  to  throw 
my  whole  regiment.  The  enemy  had  possession  of  the  out- 
side of  the  works,  their  officers  calling  on  them  to  hold  the 
works,  '  that  they  had  them,  if  they  knew  it.'  Their  colors 
were  planted  on  our  works,  and  a  number  of  their  men  had 
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gained  the  top  and  fired  down  into  our  ranl-cs — even  bayonets 
and  clubbed  muskets  were  used.  After  a  severe  struggle,  we 
gave  the  enemy  a  check,  and  our  line  was  Ijecoming  stronger 
and  stronger  every  moment  by  the  return  of  those  who  had 
at  first  abandoned  them." 

Colonel  Sterl,  commanding  the  104tli  Ohio,  reported  that 
only  three  companies  of  his  regiment  left  the  works,  and  that 
the  12th  and  16th  Kentucky  joined  his  men  in  retaking  tliem. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  S.  White,  commanding 
the  16th  Kentucky,  reported  that  his  regi- 
ment was  in  reserve  on  the  east  side  of 
the  pike,  and  "  observing  a  portion  of  the 
line  in  front  give  way  I  ordered  my  regi- 
ment to  charge  the  enemy,  who  were  oc- 
cupying the  works  so  abandoned,  which 
it  did,  engaging  them  in  a  hand-to-hand 
conflict."  He  does  not  state  at  Avhat 
point  in  the  line  his  men  reached  the 
works,  but  from  the  report  of  Col. 
E.  L.  Hayes,  100th   Ohio,  we  learn  that  it  was  on  his  front. 

Colonel  Hayes  says  :  "  The  battery  men  deserting  their 
pieces,  a  space  was  left  around  the  guns  between  my  right  and 
left,  which  was  filled  by  some  men  from  the  Sixteenth  Ken- 
tucky." He  also  states  that  the  44th  Illinois  (of  Opdycke'e 
brigade)  charged  with  his  men  and  forced  the  enemy  back 
beyond  the  works,  but  neither  Colonel  Hayes  or  his  brigade 
commander,  General  Reilly,  acknowledge  assistance  from 
other  regiments  of  Opdycke's  brigade. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Kussell,  commanding  the  44tli  Illinois, 
reported  as  follows : 

"  When  we  were  ordered  forward,  tlie  enemy  had  driven  our  forces  in 
on  the  center  and  had  planted  their  colors  on  our  works.  We  charged  foi'- 
ward,  drove  the  enemy  back,  and  replanted  our  colors  on  the  works.  As  we 
did  so,  a  good  many  fugitives  that  had  been  driven  back  were  rallied  and 
went  forward  with  us.  The  enemy  had  captured  all  that  was  left  of  our 
batterv,  and  as  we  rushed  forward  they  forced  a  part  of  the  men  belonging 
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to  the  battery  over  the  works  with  them .  This  battery  was  afterward  worked 
by  some  men  of  my  own  regiment.  After  being  driven  back,  the  enemy 
occupied  the  outer  portion  of  our  works  for  over  two  hours,  when  they  sur- 
rendered. Our  colors  suffered  very  much  from  the  terrible  fire  of  the 
enemy,  the  flag-statls  were  partially  cut  away  in  several  places,  and  the  flags 
badly  cut  and  torn.  The  prisoners  captured  numbered  83,  who  reported  that 
they  were  all  that  was  left  of  the  three  regiments  they  belonged  to.  Among 
them  were  the  Colonel  and  a  Captain  of  the  Eighth  Mississippi,  and  Capt. 
G.  W.  Covell,  Company  E,  Third  Missouri.  Tiie  two  former  surrendered  to 
me  and  I  received  their  swords,  and  Captain  Covell  surrendei-ed  to  Sergt. 
Israel  V.  Covey,  of  Company  B.  They  were  sent  to  the  rear  in  charge  of 
Lieut.  Lewis  C.  Mills,  of  Company  C,  who  delivered 
them  over  to  the  Colonel  of  an  Ohio  regiment  in  the 
Twenty-third  Corps." 

Colonel    Russell's    report,    together 
witli  those  of  Reilly  and  his  regimental 
roninianders,    show   quite    clearly  what 
was  done  by  the  left  flank   regiment  of 
Opdj-eke's  brigade,  and  also  about  where 
0}Klycke's  left  flank  rested  in  the  recov- 
ered   works.      The    battery    retaken    by 
H.M.i.ANLEv.E(i895).     Colonel    Ptussell's    charge   was    the    one 
posted  in  the  rear  of  the  center  of  the  100th  Ohio,  and  oc- 
cupied a  front  equal  to  three  companies. 

There  is  an  apparent  conflict  between  the  statement  of 
General  Cox  that  Opdycke's  brigade  was  ordered  up,  and  that 
in  Opdycke's  report  that  he  received  no  orders.  The  fact  is, 
that  General  Cox  sent  an  order  as  soon  as  he  observed  con- 
fusion at  the  center,  but  by  the  time  the  messenger  could  have 
reached  the  pike  Opdycke  was  in  person  in  the  midst  of  the 
fierce  struggle  in  front  of  Carter's  house,  with  his  own  corps 
commander,  General  Stanley,  near  by,  and  the  message  was 
not  delivered.* 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  under  the  circumstances  that 
neither  Colonel  Strickland,  commanding  the  brigade  in 
Euger's  division  immediately  on  the  west  side  of  the  pike, 
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all  of  whose  regiments  were  swept  completel}'  out  of  their 
lilies,  nor  any  of  his  regimental  commanders,  make  any  refer- 
ence in  their  reports  to  Opdycke's  brigade.  From  those 
reports  alone  the  reader  Avonld  be  led  to  believe  that  Strick- 
land's men  recovered  their  entire  line  by  their  own  nnjiided 
efforts.  General  linger,  their  division  commander,  however, 
did  acknowledge  Opdycke's  presence  and  assistance.  He 
reported : 

"  At  the  first  onset  of  the  enemy  the  left  of  the  Une,  held  by  the 
Fiftieth  Ohio  Volunteers  and  the  Seventy-second  Illinois  Volunteers,  fell 
back  some  fifty  yards  fi'om  the  breastworks,  at  which  position  they  were 
rallied  and  maintained  a  firm  stand,  holding  this  new  position,  which  was 
hastily  intrenched  during  the  intei'vals  of  the  fighting.  The  enemy  got 
possession  of  the  outer  portion  of  the  breastworks,  and  apparently  would 
have  swept  the  line  back  and  gained  strong 
hold  of  the  keypoint  of  our  lines,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  timely  assistance  received  l:)y 
that  portion  of  the  line  by  other  troops,  par- 
ticularly a  brigade  of  the  Fourth  Corps, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Opdycke." 

StricklaiuVs  brigade  was  in  a 
most  unlucky  situation  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fight.  They  could  not  lire 
upon  the  enemy  because  Conrad's 
brigade  was  retreating  between  them 
and  the  enemy.  The  abattis  in  front 
of  the  works  though  not  formidable 
was  sufhcient  to  retard  Conrad's  and 
Lane's  men  in  retreating  and  turn  them  towards  the  opening 
at  the  pike.  When  tliey  came  in  the  enemy's  men  were  at 
their  heels  and  were  pouring  through  the  opening  on  the  pike 
before  a  shot  couUHje  tired  to  check  them.  If  Strickland's 
front  line  had  not  retreated  it  would  have  been  captured. 
Nearly  300  of  them  were  captured.  The  two  regiments  in 
Strickland's  second  line  were  under  fire  for  the  first  time,  and 
cannot  be  blamed  for  giving  way  when  the  veterans  in  their 
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front  came  surging  back  upon  them.  The  brigade  lost 
nearly  300  in  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  wounded  being 
the  Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Major  of  the  72nd  Illinois,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Clark,  of  the  183rd  Ohio. 

Why  were  Wagner's  two  brigades  left  in  front  of  the 
works  after  all  other  troops  and  trains  were  safely  in  'i  After 
forcing  the  enemy  to  deploy  at  Stevens'  Hill,  they  could  have 
gone  in,  leaving  skirmish  lines  to  report  the  enemy's  move- 
ments. General  Wagner  probably  shared  the  opinion  of  his  su- 
perior officers,  that  Hood  having  declined  to  assault  the  works 
at  Columbia,  would  not  assault  them  at  Franklin,  but  would 
trv  another  liank  movement,  having  roads  at  his  right  lead- 
iuiz'  to  Brentwood,  and  the  Harpeth  being  easier  to  pass  than 

Duck  River.  It  was,  however,  desir- 
able to  keep  the  enemy  at  a  distance 
to  facilitate  the  withdrawal  to  the 
north  bank  of  the  stream.  That 
movement  had  been  ordered  to  com- 
mence at  6  p.  M.  It  was  all  right 
to  leave  the  troops  out.  The  mis- 
take was  in  not  withdrawing  them 
promptly  when  Hood's  40,000  ad- 
vanced. Who  was  to  blame  for  fail- 
ing to  do  so?  The  official  reports 
throw  some  •  light  on  the  subject. 
Major  General  Stanley  reported  that 
it  was  not  a  part  of  his  instructions  for  those  brigades  to 
remain  out  until  forced  to  retreat  by  the  lighting  of  the 
eneni}'. 

General  Wagner  reported  :  "  The  commanders  of  the 
Second  and  Third  Brigades,  Colonels  Lane  and  Conrad,  were 
now  directed  to  hold  their  })Osition  long  enough  to  develop 
the  force  of  the  eneni}-,  but  not  to  attemp^t  to  fight  if  threat- 
ened by  the  enemy  in  too  strong  a  force."  General  Cox 
reported  that  at  three  o'clock  "  the  order  was  then  reiterated 
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to  General  Wagner  to  withdraw  the  brigades  wlienever  the 
enemy  appeared  to  he  advancing  in  decidedly  superior  force, 
without  allowing  his  troops  to  become  seriously  engaged." 

Colonel  Lane  reported:  "With  my  skirmish  line  and 
a  section  of  artillery  posted  on  Stone  Hill,  I  retarded  the 
advancing  column  until  I  received  orders,  and  withdrew  my 
command  to  a  position  one-third  of  a  mile  in  advance  of  the 
main  line  of  works  on  the  right  of  the  Third  Brigade.  I 
here  received  orders  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy,  and,  if  able, 
drive  him  oft";  if  overpowered,  to  check  him  as  long  as  pos- 
sible, and  tlien  retire  to  the  main  line  of  works. 

Colonel  Conrad  reported  :  *  *  *  '•  the  General 
(Wagner)  came  up  and  gave  me  orders  to  hold  the  line  as 
long  as  possible."  -^  -^  -^  About  3:30  p.  m.,  and  as  the 
men  were  very  busily  engaged  in 
throwing  up  a  work,  the  enemy, 
who  had  been  forming  his  lines  in 
front  of  my  line,  commenced  advanc- 
ing on  us.  They  advanced  very 
slowl}'  and  steadily  and  in  three  lines 
of  battle  ;  they  drove  my  pickets  in, 
and  just  as  the  enemy  got  within 
good  musket  range  a  staff  officer  of 
the  General  commanding  the  divis- 
ion rode  np  to  me  and  said  that  the 
General  ordered  that  if  the  enemy 
came  on  me  too  strong,  and  in  such  •^  ^"^■'  willemin,  f  (isi.5). 
force  as  to  overpower  me,  that  I  should  retire  my  line  to  the 
rear  of  the  main  line  of  works,  which  were  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  in  my  rear,  but  as  the  enemy  was  so  close  to  me,  and 
one-half  of  my  men  were  recruits  and  drafted  men,  and  know- 
ing that  if  I  then  retired  my  lines  my  men  would  become  very 
unsteady  and  confused,  and  })erhaps  panic  stricken,  I  con- 
cluded to  light  the  enemy  on  the  line  I  then  was,  so  I  order- 
ed the  men  to  commence  firine;." 
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AVliy  an  officer  of  Conrad's  pluck  and  experience 
should  hesitate  to  make  even  a  disorderly  retreat  when  the 
occasion  seemed  to  demand  it,  is  not  satisfactorily  explained. 
Perhajts  he  thought,  as  most  fighting  Colonels  did  think, 
that  he  could  retreat  just  as  well  after  he  was  whipped  as  be- 
fore, and  doubtless  expected  his  men  to  enter  the  works 
easilj'  ill  aihaiice  of  the  enemy,  and  he  certainly  had  a 
right  to  expect  that  the  troops  in  the  works  would  at 
least  double  files  and  leave  spaces  through  which   his  men 

AA'ith  empty  guns  could  pass 
to    the     rear.       There    was 
plenty    of  time    while    the 
i    troops    in    front  were   run- 
j    ning  back  to   the  works  to 
I    arrange  for  their  entry  with- 
'    out  producing  panic  among 
!    the  men  behind  the  works, 
but    nothing  contained    in 
the    reports    indicate   that 
anything  of  that  kind  was 
attempted.    Possibh'  officers 
in  the  w^orks  could  not  see 
the   enemy's  pursuing  line, 
but  they  could  not  well  fail 
to   see   the  danger  of   con- 
fusion in  their  own  lines  if 
they  failed  to  provide  open- 
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ings  for  the  fugitives  to  pass  through. 

However,  it  is  not  our  province  to  criticise.  The  main 
purpose  of  this  account  is  to  show  the  heroic  work  of 
Oydycke  and  his  brigade,  and  that  is  established  beyond  all 
cpiestion  by  the  reports  from  which  we  quote.  It  does  not 
iippear  from  the  reports,  but  is  a  fact  well  known  to  First 
Brigade  men  that  General  Wagner  intended  to  halt 
>Opdycke's  brigade  with  the  others  of  his  division,  in  front 
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of  the  works,  and  would  have  done  so  but  for  Opdycke's 
very  vigorous  protest.  Wagner  met  Opdycke  as  he  was 
coming  in  on  the  pike,  and  as  tliey  rode  along  together, 
spoke  of  the  hitter  forming  with  Lane  and  Conrad,  but  on 
hearing  Opdycke's  objections,  permitted  hiiii  to  march  on, 
and  when  they  reached  the  open  space  north  of  Carter's 
house  where  Opdycke  proposed  to,  and  did  halt,  Wagner 
said,  "  Now,  Opdycke,  fight  when  and  where  you  think  best ; 
I  may  not  see  you  again." 

Tlie  following  congratulatoi-y    order    was    read    to  the 
command  at  Nashville : 


Headquarters 
First  Brigade,  Second  Division',  Fourth  Armv  Corps. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  Dec.  10,  1864 
Officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  First  Briijnde  : 

Your  recent  achievements  in  the  teiTil)le  l»attle:of  Franklin,  con 
mand  my  profound  thanks  and  admiration. 
When  the  furious  masses  of  the  enemj'  had 
stormed  and  carried  our  main  works  at  the 
key  point  of  our  whole  position,  and  were 
driving  our  other  forces  in  confusion,  you 
rushed  grandly  and  defiantly  forward,  your 
bayonets  gleaming  in  the  sunlight,  assailed 
the  victorious  foe,  crushing  him  beneath  your 
mighty  energies,  captured  3y4  prisoners,  19  of 
whom  were  officers,  9  rebel  battle  flags,  re- 
took the  colors  of  a  regiment  belonging  to  a 
less  fortunate  but  friendly  Ijrigade,  retook  <S 
pieces  of  artillery  and  worked  them  with 
awful  havoc  on  the  deep  columns  of  the  en- 
emy, restored  our  lines,  and  saved  the  army 
from  disastrous  overthrow.  Generals  Wag- 
ner, Cox,  Wood,  Stanley  and  Schofield  each 
have  asserted  that  the  "  First  Brigade  saved  the  day,"  and  even  the  immor- 
tal Thomas  said,  "From  what  they  tell  me.  Colonel,  your  brigade  saved 
the  day." 

Shoulder  to  shoulder,  discipline  and  valor  must  always  triumph. 
Your  fame  is  high ;  defentl  it  and  maintain  it  or  die  gloriously  in  the  eft'ort. 
It  is  an  honor  to  belong  to  the  First  Brigade.  Let  us  mingle  our  tears  over 
our  fallen  comrades. 

Emerson  Opdycke, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 


Lieut.  Willi.vm  H.  Crowell. 
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Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Smith,  88th  Illinois,  and  Capt. 
E.  P.  Bates,  commandino-  125th  Ohio,  were  each  given  the 
brevet  rank  of  Colonel  by  President  Lincoln,  to  date  from 
the  battle  of  Franklin. 

General  Thomas  recommended  Opdjcke  for  promotion 
and  stated  his  reasons  as  follows  : 

"At  tlie  battle  of  Franklin,  Opdycke  displayed  the  very  highest  quali- 
ties as  a  commander.  It  is  not  saying  too  much  to  declare  that  but  for 
the  skillful  dispositions  made  by  Colonel  Opdycke  (all  of  -which  was  done 
entirely  on  his  own  judgment),  the  promptness  and  readiness  with  which 
he  brought  his  connnand  into  action  at  the  critical  and  decisive  moment, 
and  the  signal  personal  gallantr}'  displayed  in  a  counter  assault  on  the 
enemy,  when  he  had  broken  our  lines,  disaster  instead  of  victory  would 
have  fallen  on  us  at  Franklin."* 


It  is  doubtful  if  in  any  battle   of  modern  times   there 
were   anything  like   the  number  of  hand-to-hand    personal 

encounters  that  occurred  at  Frank- 
lin. 

The  reports  are  full  of  incidents 
that  would  be  considered  incredible 
if  they  were  not  officially  reported 
b}'  officers  who  witnessed  them.  We 
quote  a  few  of  them  : 

Captain    Parsons,   commanding 
the  24th  Wisconsin  after  Maj.  Arthur 
McArthur  Avas    wounded,   reported, 
"  One   of   my    sergeants   received    a 
severe    wound  in    the  head   from   a 
saber  in  the  hands  of  a  rebel  officer." 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Leaming,  of  the  40th  Indiana,  re- 
ported that  Private  O'Riley  met  a  color  bearer  of  the  enemy's 
force  at  Carter's  house,  and  running  him  through  with  his 
bayonet  carried  otf  his  flag  in  triumph. 


Coi,.  MiLTux  Barnes,  97th  O.  V  I. 


♦Copied  from  Newlin's  history  of  73r<l  Illinois,  p.  ■168. 
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Lieut.  Col.  Milton  Barnes,  of  the  97tli  Ohio,  reported 
that  Sergeant  Ransbottom  wrested  a  flag  from  the  hands  of  a 
rebel  color  bearer  and  carried  it  from  the  field. 

Major  Atwater,  of  the  42d  Illinois,  reported  that  one  of 
his  recruits,  Corp.  John  H.  Smith,  shot  a  color  bearer  and 
secured  his  flag. 

Lieut.  Col.  R.  C.  Brown,  of  the  6-ith  Ohio,  reported  a 
hand-to-hand  encounter  between  Lieut.  C.  M.  Gowinof  and  a 
stalwart  rebel,  who  had  entered  the 
works,  in  which  the  Lieutenant  was 
victor. 

Lieut.  A.  P.  Baldwin,  of  the  6th 
Ohio  Battery,  reported  that  Private 
Steinbaugh  killed  a  daring  rebel 
with  an  ax. 

Considering  the  work  done,  the 
losses  in  killed  and  wounded  in  Op- 
d3'cke's  brigade  were  remarkably 
light — 13  oiflcers  and  217  men,  of 
whom  24  were  from  the  125th 
Ohio,  according  to  the  oflicial  re- 
port. Eight  others  were  missing  in 
the  12oth  who  were  afterwards  found  to  have  been  killed 
or  wounded. 

Capt.  Robert  B.  Stewart,  of  Company  D,  was  killed  at 
the  beginning  of  the  fight,  near  Carters  house.  Lieut.  D.  K. 
Blystone  was  shot  through  the  left  lung  while  overseeing  the 
distribution  of  ammunition  near  the  smoke  house  in  Carter's 
yard.  Lieutenant  Payne  was  the  only  other  ofiicer  in  the 
125th  severely  wounded.  The  following  enlisted  men  of  the 
125th  are  known  to  the  writer  to  have  been  killed  or  wounded  : 

Killed  :  Sergt.  James  M.  Murdock,  of  B  ;  Hiel  Hiu'scins, 
of  C;  Josepli  Bryant,  of  G;  Corp.  Alpha  Large,  of  H; 
Thomas  Jacobs,  of  E. 


Capt.  A.  P.  Baldwin, 
6th  Ohio  Light  Artillery. 
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Wounded  :  Cor[>.  William  Hiittou  and  James  P.  Ram- 
sey, of  A;  George  Mnrdock,  of  B;  Howard  Bascom  and 
James  Corcoran,  of  C  ;  James  Beggs  and  David  Keck,  of  D  ; 
Corp.  lliel  M.  Danle}-,  of  E;  Corp,  James  Willemin,  of  F; 
Thomas  R.  Hanna,  of  G  ;  Sergt.  Charles  Muller,  of  II;  James 
AV.  Hair,  Isaac  Gibson,  Edward  Hatfield,  Daniel  Richardson, 
William  Dunker  and  Andrew  J.  Couch,  of  I:  Sergt.  Josiah 
W.  Mororan,  William  Welling  and  Whittield  Andre,  of  K. 

James  H.  Jackson,  of  H,  was  captured  by  the  enemy. 
Harrison  Lee,  of  I,  whose  real  name  is  Alfred  L.  Gilpin,  was 
also  captured.     John  Young,  of  I,  was  missing. 

The  assaults  of  the  enemy  be- 
came less  persistent  after  dark.  Fir- 
ing was  kept  up  until  10  o'clock.  At 
11  p.  M.  the  125th  was  \vithdrawn  a 
few  rods  to  the  rear,  and  at  midnight 
nia relied  for  JS'aslnille  at  the  head 
of  the  brigade,  and  the  brigade  being 
the  first  in  the  army.  The  artillery 
had  been  first  withdrawn  to  the  north 
bank,  and  the  infantry  withdrew  at 
midnight,  leaving  pickets,  but  all  got 
awa}'  without  being  interrupted  by 
the  enemy.  Doubtless  the  enemy's 
troops  were  .too  much  exhausted  to  make  an  effective  pursuit. 
General  Wood's  division  of  the  Fourth  Corps  remained 
upon  the  north  bank  until  all  other  troops  w^ere  on  the  road. 
At  10  A.  M.  December  1,  the  125th  entered  Nashville.  Offi- 
cers and  men  were  nearly  worn  out.  Before  night  all  the 
infantry  were  in  and  Forrest  was  pressing  Wilson's  cavalry 
on  all  the  roads  leading  to  the  city.  We  close  the  account 
by  another  extract  from  the  report  of  General  Stanley : 

"  The  march  was  continued  to  Nashville  without  interruption  ;  the 
troop?  made  a  short  halt  at  Brentwood  to  get  breakfast  and  allow  the  trains 
to  move  on.  Our  men  were  more  exhausted  physically  than  I  have  ever 
seen   them   on  any  other  occasion.       From  November  1'3,  when  we  left 


i.E   IS.  \'AI.I.Ai.L)I.N<.HAM,    K. 
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Pulaski,  until  arriving  at  Nanhville  we  had  been  constantly  in  the  immediate 
presence  of  an  enemy  we  knew  to  be  vastly  superior  to  us  in  numbers,  closely 
watching  to  take  us  at  a  disadvantage.  With  us  both  mind  and  body  were 
kept  at  full  stretch,  and  it  was  only  by  night  marching  and  the  constant  use 
of  intrenchments  that  we  could  hope  to  save  ourselves.  Many  of  our  men 
were  overtaxed  and  broke  down  ;  unable  to  travel  any  longer,  they  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  (_)n  two  occasions  the  enemy  was  very  near  obtain- 
ing what  he  sought  of  us.  the  first  was  when  Cox  drove  back  his  advance 
just  about  entering  Columbia;  the  second  and  greatest  escape  for  us  was  at 
Spring  Hill,  where,  with  a  whole  corps  in  line  of  battle,  the  left  of  the  line 
within  600  yards  of  the  road,  they  allowed  all  our  army,  excepting  Wagner's 
divisit)n,  which  had  fought  them  during  the  <lay,  to  pass  them  with  impunity 
in  the  night." 

EXTRACTS  FKOM  DIARY. 

December  1,  1864. — ILilted  one  mile  out  of  jSTashville, 
near  Fort  Kegley.  Drew  rations ;  potatoes  and  iisb  issued  ; 
something  new  in  our  experience,  l)ut  acceptable.  We  have 
lost  from  the  rolls  in  jSTovember,  by  discharge  for  wound, 
Johnsons  Sims,  of  F  ;  by  discbarge  for  disability,  William 
McIIenry  of  I,  and  by  transfer  to 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  William  E. 
Davis,  of  B,  and  George  Pfaff,  of  D. 
Second  Lieut.  Josiah  H.  Blackburn 
has  been  promoted  fo  First  Lieuten- 
ant of  F. 

December  2.  —  Reinforcements 
are  arriving — Sixteenth  Army  Corps 
from  Missouri,  and  General  Steed- 
man,  with  colored  troops  and  detacli- 
ments  belonging  to  Sherman's  army, 
from  Chattanooga.      We  moved  this 

^,  .,.  .  ,     .  .SER(iT.  ,\i.i;i;i:t  Mathews,  lidsOO) 

evening  to  the  position  assigned  in 

the  lines  about  Nashville,  and  camped  one-half  mile  inside 

of  the  works  near   and  to  the  right  of  Ilillsboro  pike. 

When  the  brigade  was  in  line  ready  to  march  from  Fort 
Negley,  Major  General  Thomas,  accompanied  by  Generals 
Thomas  J.  Wood,  and  George  D.  Wagner,  rode  up,  and  Q(Q,\\- 
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eral  Thomas  addressed  each  regiment  of  Opdjcke's  brigade, 
praising  and  thanking  officers  and  men  for  what  he  was 
pleased  to  call  heroic  conduct  in  the  battle  of  Franklin.  One 
hundred  years  hence  our  descendants  will  be  quite  as  proud 
of  that  incident  as  are  those  whose  ancestors  won  praise  and 
medals  under  Frederick  the  Great  or  ISTapoleon.  AVorked 
all  niii'ht  on  fortiiications,  in  reliefs,  two  hours  at  work  and 
four  hours  oti'. 

Decemlx'r  3. — General  Stanley's  wound  compelled  .him 
to  go  north  for  treatment.  Gen. 
Thomas  J.  AVood  succeeds  to  com- 
mand of  the  Fourth  Corps,  and  Gen. 
Samuel  Beatty  to  AVood's  division. 
General  AVagner  also  goes  north  and 
Brig.  Gen.  AVashington  L.  Elliott  has 
been  assigned  to  command  our  di- 
vision. The  enemy  have  closed  up 
towards  our  lines  and  are  intrench- 
ing. AV^e  moved  our  camp  close  up 
to  the  breastwork.  Skirmishing  and 
artillery  tire,  most  severe  in  front  of 
CAi-T.  w.  s.  WiLLiAMs,  a!^94).  Beatty 's  divisioii,  next  on  our  left. 
Gapt.  E.  G.  AVhitesides,  who  has  been  Division  Provost 
Marshal  has  been  assigned  as  Assistant  Adjutant  General  on 
General  Elliott's  staff.  Major  Bruff  came  up  and  assumed 
command  of  the  regiment. 

December  4  (Sunday). — Stood  to  arms  before  daylight. 
No  work  to-day.  Divine  services  at  10  a.  m.,  conducted  by 
Chaplain  Lewis.  Our  sutler  came  to  the  camp  and  set  up 
Ijis  tent.     Artillery  firing  all  afternoon. 

December  5. — A  detail  from  the  125th  on  picket  was  sent 
to  destroy  a  house'between  the  lines.  They  advanced  under 
tire,  keeping  under  cover  as  much  as  possible,  set  tire  to  the 
building  and  returned  without  casualty. 
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General  Elliott  and  Colonel  Opdycke  were  on  the  picket 
line.  Opdycke  went  outside  our  lines  with  an  orderly,  to  ii'et 
a  better  view  (^f  the  enemy's  line. 

December  6. — Our  baggage  came  to  tlie  regiment,  some 
things  we  had  not  seen  since  April.  Colonel  Opdycke,  with 
one  orderly.  Clay  C.  Searight,  brigade  color  bearer,  was  out- 
side the  lines,  studying  the  enemy's  position,  and  ran  upon  a 
Confederate  picket  post  niuiwares.  The  enemy  tired  upon 
them  at  a  distance  of  a  few 
yards,  Imt  missed.  They 
were,  no  doul)t,  themselves 
taken  by  surprise,  and  may 
have  thought  the  Colonel 
was  charging  them  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment.  Xot 
much  tiring  on  our  lines  to- 
day. Distant  cannonading 
heard,  reported  to  be  l)y 
gunboats. 

December  7. — The  ene- 
ni}-  are  repoi'ted  to  be  ex- 
tending their  fortilied  line 
to  their  left.  About  noon  the 
weatlier  turned  cold,  wind 
from  the  north. 

December  8.  —  Cold 
winds  from  north.  It  is  win- 
ter here  the  same  as  in  Ohio  at  this  season.  At  noon  the  enemy 
drove  our  pickets  back  at  right  of  Twenty-third  Corps,  and 
left  of  Fourth  Corps.  This  evening  it  is  said  our  division, 
supported  by  First  and  Third  Divisions  of  Fourth  (.orps,  will 
assault  the  enemy's  works  northeast  of  the  Hillsboro  i)ike, 
the  assault  to  be  made  on  the  10th,  and  the  Sixteenth  Corps 
to  follow  u[)  tlie  movement. 


Cl.AY    ('.    SKAPJi.IIT,    F   (IMCp). 
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December  9. —  Ivain  followed  b}-  sleet  and  snow.  The 
order  for  a  movement  to-morrow  is  suspended. 

December  10. — Snow  and  frozen  sleet  covers  the  ground. 
Horses  can  hardly  travel  off  the  beaten  path. 

Decendjer  11  (Sunday). — Very  cold.  jSTo  religious  ser- 
vices. 

December  12. — Still  cold,  but  the  sun  shines. 


l.iiaT.  Alkx.  U.  Postlkwait.  K  and  K  (J.s.95). 
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December  13. — The  cold  ])last  from  the  frozen  north  has 
ceased,  wind  sliifted,  comino-  from  the  southeast,  and  ice  is 
melting.  Camp  life  and  picket  duty  has  been  decidedly  dis- 
agreeable for  a  few  days  past. 

December  14. — Wet  and  muddy.  A  good  man}-  12oth 
men  have  returned  from  hospital  or  home.  Lieut.  Alex.  H. 
Postlewait,  came  from  Ohio,  recovered  from  his  wound. 
Henry  H,  Adams,  of  G,  who  has  been  living  in  Confederate 
prisons  since  September,  was  exchanged  and  came  up  to-day. 
It  is  common  talk  that  we  are  to  fight  Hood  to-morrr)w. 

BATTLE  OF  NASHVILLE. 


General  Thomas'  force  conststed  of  A.  J.  Smith's  corps 
(Sixteenth),  three  divisions,  12,000  men  ;  General  Steed- 
man,  two  brigades  of  colored  ti'oops  and  one  of  men 
belonging  to  Sherman's  army,  5000  ;  the  garrison  at  ]^ash- 
ville,  6000  infantry  and  artillery;  the 
Fourth  Corps,  15,000,  and  the  Twenty- 
third  Corps,  10,000,  and  the  cavalry.  The 
employes  of  the  Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, numbering  several  thousand,  were 
organized  and  armed,  giving  Thomas  an 
aggregate  of  about  50,000  infantrj'  and  ar- 
tillery. Hood,  after  deducting  losses  at 
Columbia,  Spring  Hill  and  Franklin  could 
only  muster  44,000,  and  although  still  su- 
perior in  cavalry,  he  was  no  longer  in  con- 
dition after  the  battle  of  Franklin  to  prosecute  an  offensive 
campaign.  But  he  wanted  the  moral  etfect  of  threatening 
Nashville,  and  moved  forward  without  delay.  General 
Thomas  thought  best  to  delay  offensive  movements  for  a  few 
days  to  refit  generally,  and  especially  to  equip  and  remount 
the  dismounted  cavalry. 


Ma.i.  CtEX.  a.  J.  Smith. 
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The  government  and  General  Grant  were  urgent  in 
their  demands  for  a  prompt  offensive  movement.  They 
did  not  like  the  moral  effect  of  a  transfer  of  the  scene  of 
hostilities  from  Atlanta  back  to  Nashville,  after  eighteen 
months  of  campaigning  and  fighting,  and  all  the  sacrifices 
made  to  drive  the  enemy  step  by  step  from  Murfreesboro  to 
Atlanta,  and  they  were  apprehensive  of  almost  irreparable 
injury  to  the  railway  lines  if  Hood  was  allowed  to  intrench 
and  then  detach  his  cavalry  on  raids.  The  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  proper  time  to  fight  almost  cost  Thomas 
his  command.  He  was  ready  to  move  by  the  10th,  but  was 
then  delayed  until  the  15th  by  the  ground  being  covered 
with  ice.  On  the  13th  General  John  A.  Logan  was  ordered 
to  i^ashville  to  supercede  Thomas,  but  went  reluctantly  and 
on  arriving  at  Louisville  heard  of  the  success  of  the  fighting 
on  the  15th,  and  readily  obtained  permission  to  turn  back. 
Thomas'  forces  were  in  position,  Smith's 
corps  on  the  right,  its  right  resting  on  the 
river,  three  miles  below  the  city,  and  his 
left  near  the  Hillsboro  pike,  two  and  one- 
half  miles  from  the  city,  that  corps  hav- 
ing a  front  of  three  miles.  The  Fourth 
Corps  was  in  the  center,  joining  Smith 
on  the  right  and  the  Twenty-third  Corps 
on  tlic  left,  a  tew  hundred  yards  east  of 
the  Granny  White  pike,  the  latter  corps 
carrying  the  line  thence  to  the  Noleiis- 
ville  pike.  General  Steedman's  command 
was  at  Schofield's  left,  and  cavahy  at  Steedman's  left  carried 
the  line  to  the  river  above  the  city. 

Hood  placed  Lee's  corps  in  the  center  across  the  Frank- 
lin pike,  with  Cheatham's  corps  on  the  right  and  Stewart's 
on  the  le-ft,  his  cavahy  extending  the  line  to  the  river  below 
the  city.  PxUh  armies  were  intrenched.  Hood  had  sent  a 
division  of  infantry  and   two  divisions  of  cavalry  to  operate 


josiAii  \v.  MoRCAX,  (l?9:^ 
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against  tlie  railroad  and  Murfreesboro,  but  they  failed  to  do 
miicli  daniai>:e  and  had  the  worst  of  the  fighting  when  met 
by  Mih'oy  with  a  part  of  the  garrison  of  Murfreesboro. 
Those  operations  east  of  Kashville  left  only  Chaluier's 
division  of  cavalry  opposite  the  Sixteenth  Corps  and  deter- 
mined the  plan  of  battle  adopted  by  Thomas,  which  was  a 
grand  left  wheel,  pivoting  on  the  left  of  the  Fourth  Corps, 
by  which  Hood  was  to  be  turned  out 
of  his  intrenched  line.  Forrest  did  not 
return  in  time  to  participate  in  tlie  battle. 

To  divert  the  enemy's  attention  i'rom 
the  real  line  of  attack,  General  Steednian 
moved  out  first,  on  the  morning  of  De- 
cember 15,  east  of  the  Xolensville  pike, 
attacking  and  driving  tlie  eneniy's  out- 
posts with  such  vigor  as  to  cause  rein- 
forcements to  be  sent  from  Hood's  center 
and  left  towards  his  right. 

In  that  movement  the  brigades  commanded  respectively 
by  Col.  T.  J.  Morgan  and  Lieut.  Col.  Chas.  H.  Grosvenor,  first 
drove  in  tlie  pickets  and  assaulted  the  enemy's  line  between 
the  railway  and  turnpike  from  Xashville  to  Murfreesboro, 
then  re-formed  and  attacked  near  the  Rains  house,  gaining 
a  desirable  position  which  they  held.  At  the  same  time  the 
other  brigade  (colored  troops),  under  Col.  Charles  Thomp- 
son, carried  and  held  part  of  the  enemy's  line  near  Nolens- 
ville  pike. 

The  Fourtli  Cor[)S  moved  out  of  the  works  at  6  a.  m., 
formed  and  waited  for  the  Sixteenth  Corps  to  swing  around 
into  position.  Our  division  was  on  the  right  of  the  corps, 
and  Opdycke's  brigade  on  the  right  ot  the  division.  Lane's^ 
brigade  on  our  left  and  Conrad's  in  reserve.  In  our  brigade 
the  44th  Illinois  held  the  works,  sending  a  heavy  detail  to 
reinforce  the  picket  line,  which  acted  as  a  skirmish  line.  The 
74th  and  88th  Illinois  acting:  as  one  battalion  was  on  the  right,. 
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and  the  V2hi\\  Oliio  on  the  left  in  the  frontline,  the  36th  and 
73rd  Illinois  and  24th  Wisconsin  in  the  second  line. 

The  Second  Division  of  the  Sixteenth  Corps,  Brig.  Gen. 
Kenner  Garrard  commanding,  was  next  on  our  right.  Gar- 
rard moved  out  on  the  Hardin  pike  and  then  by  the  left  flank 
until  he  connected  with  our  right.  The  First  Division  of  the 
Sixteenth  Corps  moved  out  on  the  Charlotte  pike,  met  with 
serious  resistance  and  fought  its  wa}'  into  position  at  the  right 
of  Garrard.  Smith's  Third  Division  was  at  iirst  in  reserve  in 
rear  of  the  other  two. 

The  cavalry  under  General  Wilson  moved  last,  passing 
in  rear  of  the  infantry  lines  to  the  right  flank. 

At  10  A.  M,  the  line  advanced,  under  orders  to  keep  con- 
nected to  the  left  and  guide  right,  making  a  grand  left  wheel. 
The  skirmishers  became  engaged  at  once,  and  tlie  artillery' 
from  both  sides  opened.  Smith's  corps 
came  upon  the  enemj's  outlyirjg  works 
half  a  mile  soutli  of  Hardin  pike,  two 
small  earthworks  on  neighboring  hills, 
four  guns  in  one  and  two  in  the  other; 
l)rought  up  four  batteries  to  play  on  them, 
and  when  their  tire  slackened  ordered  an 
assault,  which  was  made  by  W.  L.  McMil- 
lan's brigade,  supported  by  Hubbard's 
Wrigadc,  Wilson's  cavalry  charging  at  the 
same  time  and  entering  one  of  the  forts 
from  the  right  as  McMillan  entered  from 
the  front.     They  captured  the  guns  and  artillerymen. 

About  noon,  the  Fourth  Corps  swung  up  to  the  base  of 
Montgomery  Hill,  which  was  encircled  near  its  summit  by  a 
strong  intrenchment,  in  front  of  which  was  an  abattis  and 
rows  of  sharpened  stakes  planted  in  the  ground.  Our  artil- 
lery came  u[)  and  opened  heavily,  and  at  1  p.  m.  Post's  brigade 
of  Beatty's  division,  supported  by  Straight's,  assaulted  and 
^.-arried  the  liill.    The  entire  corps  continued  to  press  forward 
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■driving  the  enemy's  skirniisliers  from  one  position  after  an- 
other. About  4  p.  M.,  after  a  heavy  cannonading,  Kimball's 
division  assaulted  a  strongly  fortified  hill  on  its  front  near 
the  center  of  Wood's  line.  Our  division  on  KindjuH's  right 
and  Beatty's  on  the  left,  entered  their  works  at  the  same 
time,  all  capturing  guns  and  prisoners  and  sustaining  light 
losses. 

The  Twenty-third  Corps  was  held  in  reserve  in  rear  of 
the  Fourth  Corps  until  after  the  iirst  successes,  and  was  then 
sent  to  the  right  of  the  Sixteenth  Corps,  and  both  Smith  and 
-Schofield  pressed  on,  gaining  ground  until  niglit  ended  the 
conflict.  The  enemy  were  turned  out  of 
the  left  one-half  of  their  intrenched  line, 
and  retreated  eastward  toward  the  Frank- 
lin pike.  In  the  night  they  fell  l)ack  to 
a  new  line. 

Just  l)efore  dark  Opdycke's  brigade 
having  orders  to  pursue  (together  with 
other  troops)  moved  forward,  encountered 
the  enemy  after  crossing  the  Granny  White 
pike,  and  halted  for  the  night,  by  that 
move  passing  from  tlie  right  to  the  left  of 
our  division. 

Hood's  intrenched  line  had  a  front  facing  north  two 
and  one-half  miles,  his  refused  right  flank  facing  east  half  a 
mile  and  liis  refused  left  facing  west  for  the  same  dis- 
tance, making  his  line  three  and  one-half  miles  in  extent. 
Smith's  corps  approached  the  line  with  his  right  crossing  the 
Granny  Wldte  pike  ;  Wood's  corpsapproached  with  his  left  di- 
vision east  of  the  Franklin  pike  ;  Schofield  came  up  on  Smith's 
right,  swinging  forward  against  the  enemy's  refused  left  flank. 
The  cavalrv  was  on  Schofleld's  right.  Steedman  crossed  from 
the  Xolensville  pike  to  Wood's  left.  Orders  for  the  16th 
required  a  general  advance  at  daylight,  to  attack  the  eneni}- 
if  found    in   the    position  he   occupied    at    nightfall;  if  the 
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enemy  Ijiid  fnllon  back  to  pursue  at  once.  Opclycke'.s brigade 
was  ordered  to  advance  east  to  tlie  Franklin  pike,  then  to 
turn  south  with  the  left  at  the  pike,  the  right  connecting 
with  our  second  brigade.  The  24th  Wisconsin  was  on  the 
skirmish  line.  In  changing  front  to  the  south  at  the  pike 
the  second  brigade  only  left  room  for  Opdycke  to  deploy  twa 
regiments  on  tlie  front  line.  The  36th  and  44th  Illinois  went 
to  the  front.  The  125th  was  in  the  second  line,  and  remained 
there  until  after  the  grand  assault  on  the  enemy's  works  in 
the  afternoon,  then  went  to  the  front  and  acted  as  skirmish- 
ers in  the  pursuit.  The  entire  army  advanced  early  m  the 
morning,  driving  tlie  enemy's  skirmishers  easil}'  for  about 
two  miles,  when  they  lialted  l)ehind  a 
Ijarrieade  three-fourths  of  a  mile  froin> 
their  main  line  and  made  a  stout  resist- 
ance. The  lines  were  then  adjusted,, 
some  commands  having  advanced  more 
rapidly  tlian  others.  When  all  was- 
ready  the  lines  advanced,  swept  the  ene- 
my's skirmishers  out  of  their  bari'icade 
and  drove  them  into  tlieii"  main  works. 
The  enemy's  i  ntrench  meiit  jiassing 
around  the  north  front  of  Overton's  hill, 
receded  to  the  south  for  a  short  distance 
directly  in  front  of  Opdycke's  brigade.  In  the  advance 
Beatty's  division  came  opposite  the  north  end  of  the  hill,  and 
advanced  to  a  proper  point  from  which  to  assault,  while  our 
brigade  advancing  just  west  of  the  hill  was  enabled  to  go 
farther  forward,  and  advanced  until  the  left  of  the  front  line 
was  witliin  150  yards  of  the  enemy's  works,  the  line  extend- 
ing almost  at  right  angles  away  from  that  of  the  enemy,  and 
being  enfiladed  by  the  enemy's  guns  on  the  hill.  Opdycke 
then  moved  the  regiments  of  his  second  and  third  line  into 
the  interval  between  the  left  of  his  front  line  and  the  right  of 
Beatty's  division,  tae-ing  southeast.     All  were  under  lire  from 
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the  liill,  and  quickly  covered  themselves  with  a  barricade 
good  enough  for  the  purpose.  It  was  at  that  point  that 
Francis  Willis,  of  Company  K,  was  killed,  and  Henry  A. 
Walker,  same  company,  was  mortally  wounded. 

A  good  general  description  of  the  operations  up  to  noon 
is  given  in  the  following  extract  from  General  Thomas' 
report : 

"  At  ()  A.  M.  on  the  Kith,  Wood's  corps  pressed  back  the  enemy's  skir- 
mishers across  the  Frankhn  pike  to  the  eastward  of  it,  and  then  swinging 
slightly  to  the  right,  advanced  due  south  from  Nashville,  driving  the  enemy 
liefore  him  until  he  came  upon  his  new  main  line  of  works,  constructed 
during  the  night,  on  what  is  called  Overton's  Hill,  about  five  miles  south  of 
the  city  and  east  of  the  Franklin  pike.  General  Steedman  moved  out  from 
Nashville  by  the  Nolensville  pike,  and  formed  his  command  on  the  left  of 
General  Wood,  etfectually  securing  the  latter's  left 
flank,  and  made  preparations  to  co-operate  in  the 
operations  of  the  day.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith's  com- 
mand moved  on  the  right  of  the  Fourth  Corps 
(Wood's),  and  establishing  connection  with  General 
Wood's  right,  completed  the  new  line  of  battle. 
General  Schofield's  troops  remained  in  the  position 
taken  up  by  tliem  at  dark  on  the  day  previous,  fac- 
ing eastward  and  toward  the  enemy's  left  flank,  the 
line  of  the  corps  running  perpendicular  to  General 
Smith's  troops.  General  Wilson's  cavalry,  which 
had  rested  for  the  night  at  the  six-mile  post  on 
the  Hillsboro  pike,  was  dismounted  and  formed  on 
tlie  right  of  Schofield's  command,  and  by  noon  of 
the  16th  had  succeeded  in  gaining  the  enemj^'s  rear, 
and  stretched  across  the  Granny  White  pike,  one  of  his  two  outlets  toward 
Franklin. 

"  As  soon  as  the  above  dispositions  \\q{%  completed,  and  having  visited 
the  different  comnumds,  I  gave  directions  that  the  movement  against  the 
enemy's  left  flank  should  be  continued.  Our  entire  line  approached  to 
within  (iOO  yards  of  the  enemy's  at  all  points.  His  center  was  weak,  as  com- 
pared with  either  his  right,  at  Overton's  Hill,  or  his  left,  on  the  hills  border- 
ing the  Granny  White  pike  ;  still  I  had  hopes  of  gaining  his  rear  and  cutting 
off  his  retreat  from  Franklin." 

Early  in  the  afternoon,  Colonel  Post,  having  examined 
the  enemy's  position  on  Overton's  Hill,  expressed  the  opinion 
that  his  brigade  could  enter  the  works.     General  Steedman 
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had  UMnt'd  over  about  1  o'clock  and  joined  on  Wood's  left 
and  oti"ered  to  join  in  an  assanlt.  Seeing  that  the  capture  of 
Overton's  Hill  wouhl  completely  turn  the  enemy's  right  and 
prol)al)Iy  force  the  surrender  of  a  large  part  of  his  troops  on 
that  tiank,  General  Wood  ordered  an  assault  by  Post's  brigade,, 
supported  by  Streight's  of  Beatty's  division,  and  Steednian 
united,  sending  in  two  brigades,  Grosvenor's  and  Thompson's. 
The  artillei-y  pounded  away  at  the  enemy's  works  while 
preparations  were  in  progress,  and  heavy  skirmish  lines  were 
thrown  out  to  precede  the  storming  columns,  draw^  the 
enemy's  tiro  and  if  possible  to  silence  their  guns  by  shooting 

artillerists.  At  3  o'clock  the  whole 
line  dashed  forward,  met  a  terriffic 
tire  of  grape,  cannister  and  mus- 
ketry, but  pushed  onward  and  up- 
ward until  near  the  enemy's  works^ 
when  Colonel  Post  was  struck  with 
a  grape  shot  and  disabled,  and  the 
enemy's  reserve  rose  up  and  opened 
fire,  under  which  many  ofheers  and 
men  fell.  It  was  then  seen  to  be  a 
liopeless  case,  and  the  assaulting 
troops  fell  back.  General  Wood 
expressed  the  opinion  that  but  for 
the  fall  of  Post  the  troops  w^ould 
have  cntei'ed  the  works. 

Opdycke  wanted  to  joinj  in  that  assault,  and  had  obtain- 
ed from  General  Wood  permission  to  strike  if  in  his  opinion 
there  was  a  good  oyjening,  but  shortly  before  Post  started 
General  Klliott  gave  Opdycke  a  peremptory  order  not  to 
move  without  his  order.  It  cannot  be  known  what  the  result 
would  have  been  had  our  brigade  assaulted  at  the  same  time 
with  Post,  but  more  of  us  are  now  living  in  consequence  of 
General  Elliott's  order,  without  doubt. 


\Vashin(;t<in    L,  Ki.liott  (18.S7), 
Brevet  Major  General. 


BATTLE  OF  NASHVILLE. 


367 


The  enemy  were  given  l)nt  a  l)rief  moment  to  rejoice  over 
tlieir  tirst  and  only  success  in  the  battle.  Onr  troops  on  the 
rig'ht  were  at  last  ready  to  move.  Wilson's  cavalry 
dismounted,  assaulted  and  carried  a  hill  on  their  tront, 
thereby  gaining  the  Granny  White  pike  beyond  the  enemy's 
flank,  and  cutting  ott'  retreat  by  that  pike.  Smith's  right 
division  assaulted  the  works  on  their  front  and  carried  tliem. 
The  Twenty-third  Corps  pressed  forward  l)etween  Smith  and 
Wilson.  Smith's  left  division  took  up  the  movement,  and 
each  division  of  the  Fourth  Corps  also  joined  in  the  charge 
as  fast  as  thev  discovered  troops  to  their  riglit  advancino:. 
The  enemy  was  literally  swept  out  of  his  whole  line  so  rapidly 
as  to  loose  a  great  part  of  his  artdlery  and  tliousands  of 
prisoners.  It  was  a  second  Missionary  Ividge.  General 
McArthur  initiated  the  movement 
before  receiving  orders  to  begin,  and 
each  l)rigade  to  the  left  in  succes- 
sion joined  the  movement.  General 
Thomas  was  waiting  for  word  from 
Scliofleld  and  Wilson,  who  were  to 
move  tirst,  before  ordering  Mc- 
Arthur to  advance.  There,  as  at 
Mission  Ridge,  the  wide  front  cov- 
ered by  the  charge  prevented  con- 
centration of  the  enemy  at  threat-  |  •  ;*  , 
ened  points,  and  success  insured  the  -* -J^.^: 

,  r-  1  •  (AIT.  K.   K.  Hri.>?:  ils'.".')). 

capture  ot  many  guns  and  prisoners. 

The  following  extract  from  General    Smith's  report   shows 

how  it  began  : 

"  About  3  V.  >i.  General  McArthur  sent  word  that  he  could  carry 
the  hill  on  his  right  by  assault.  Major  General  Thomas  being  present,  the 
matter  was  referred  to  him,  and  I  was  requested  to  delay  the  movement 
until  he  could  hear  from  General  Schofield,  to  whom  he  had  sent.  General 
McArthur,  not  receiving  any  reply,  and  fearing  that  if  the  attack  should  be 
longer  delayed,  the  enemy  w'ould  use  the  night  to  strengthen  his  works, 
directed  the  First  Brigade,  Col.  W.  L.  McMillen,  Ninety-Fifth  Ohio  Infantry,, 
commanding,  to  storm  thelhill." 
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After  witnessing  the  repulse  of  the  iirst  assault,  Gen- 
eral Wood  rode  to  the  right  and  was  with  General  Kimball 
when  he  heard  the  shouts  of  Smith's  troops,  and  discovered 
from  the  heav}'  fire  spreading  from  right  to  left,  that  the 
whole  Sixteenth  Corps  were  joining  in  the  charge,  and  he  at 
once  sent  an  order  for  the  Fourth  Corps  to  assault.  The 
order  was  hardly  needed  and  probably  did  not  reach  all  of 
the  commanders  before  the  troops  were  in  motion.  The 
Confederates  were  forced  i)ito  disorderly  retreat,  and  the 
Fourth  Corps  pursued  until  stopped  by  darkness.  The 
125th  was  in  Opdj^cke's  second  line,  which  followed  800 
paces  in  rear  iyi  the  first  line,  and  soon  as  the  first  line 
entered  the  works,  the  125tli  was  sent  to  the  front,  deployed 
as  skirmishers,  and  advanced  in  pursuit,  halting  at  night 
near  Brentwood. 

The  battle  of  Xashville  was  an  unusually  complete  vic- 
tory. In  the  two  days  Hood's  army  was  swept  out  of  two 
intrenched  lines,  losing,  in  addition  to 
killed  and  wounded,  287  officers  and  4175 
men,  who  were  made  prisoners,  fifty- 
tliree  pieces  of  artillery,  and  also  thou- 
sands more  b}"  capture  and  desertion  on 
the  retreat.  In  fact,  his  army  was,  for 
the  time  being,  practically  destroyed  as 
an  eifective  force.  The  Fourth  Corps 
was  in  the  advance,  acting  with  the  cav- 
alry, in  the  long  pursuit,  and  in  spite  of 
wintry  storms,  bad  roads  and  short  ra- 
tions, pushed  resolutely  forward  day  by 
day  until  Hood  effected  his  escape  across  the  Tennessee 
River. 

The  125th,  by  the  fortune  of  w^ar,  was  less  conspicuous 
at  Nashville  than  in  any  other  general  engagement.  In  per- 
forming the  part  assigned  it,  the  regiment  was  so  fortunate 
in  i)osition  as  to  suffer  slight  loss. 


Hugh  Kwing, 
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The  following  is  Major  Briift"'s  official  report  : 

HeADQI  ARTERS 

125th  Ohio  Volunteers, 
Near  Columbia,  Tenn.,  Dec.  21,  1864 

Captain  : — I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th  instant  my  command,  simultaneous  with  others,  moved  out  of  the 
works  at  Nashville  to  attack  the  enemy,  participating  in  the  charge  upon 
the  enemy's  position  to  the  left  of  the  Hillsboro  pike,  which  we  carried. 
Lieutenant  Hulse,  in  command  of  a  squad  of  skirmishers,  captured  one 
gun  to  the  right  and  front  of  this  position,  which  he  turned  upon  the 
enemy,  doing  good  service.  On  the  16th,  advanced  upon  the  enemy's 
works  to  the  right  of  the  Franklin  pike  and  charged  with  the  line,  the 
enemy  flying  in  disorder. 

The  casualties  in  the  command  were  one  killed  and  three  severely 
wounded.  Your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Bruff, 
3I(ij()r,  Commanding  Regiment. 

Capt.  R.  C.  Powers, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Francis  Willis,  of  K,  was  killed  ;  Henry  A.  Walker,  ot 
K,  mortally  wounded  ;  Jacob  W.  Ruppert,  of  A,  wounded; 
Jacob  Glanzer,  of  H,  missing;  two  others 
wounded,  names  not  now  known. 

THE  PUKSUIT  OF  HOOD. 

.December   17. — The   12oth   marched 
at  7  A.  M.  in  advance,  acting  as  skirmish- 
ers on  the  left  of  the  pike  until  relieved 
by  cavalry,  six  miles  from  Franklin,  then 
joined    the    brigade    on    the    pike    and 
camped   at   night   on   the   north  bank  of      "^"^'^*'  ^-  '^^''^•"'''^'^''  ^■ 
the  Harpeth,  opposite  Franklin.      It  rained  all  day.      Some 
of  the  officers  called  on  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Clitf  and  other  acquain- 
tances in  town,  and  inquired  about  our  wounded. 

December  18. — Marched  at  8.  Crossed  the  river,  passed 
througli  Franklin.  The  town  is  full  of  wounded.  Moved 
on    Columbia    pike,    passing    over    the    battlefield    and     on 
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tlirono'li  Spring  Hill,  camping  for  the  night  four  miles  south. 
The  rain  cdntinues. 

December  19. — Broke  camp  at  6:30,  moved  on  to  the 
crossing  of  Rutherford  Creek.  The  enemy  held  the  south 
bank  and  used  artillery  to  prevent  bridge  building.  Went 
into  camp.  The  stream  is  bank  full.  Had  to'^uove  camp  in 
evening  to  get  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  skirmishers. 
One  man  killed  and  several  wounded  in  our  division  ;  none 
of  125th. 

December  20. — Reveille  at  6.  After  breakfast  the  125th 
joined  the  Brigade  Pioneer  Corps  and  worked  on  a  bridge. 
Bridge  linished  at  2  p.  m.  Crossed  and  camped  one  mile 
north  of  Duck  River.     Weather  turning  cold. 

December  21. — ISTo  move  to-day.  Waiting  fur  other 
troops  to  secure  crossings  or  for  pontoon  trains.  Two  or 
three  men  from  each  company  went  foraging  and  were  suc- 
cessful. The  enemy  hold  the  south  bank  of  Duck  River.  Cap- 
tain Whitesides  was  relieved  to-day  as 
acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General  of  Di- 
vision and  resumed  the  duties  of  Provost 
Marshal. 

December  22. —  Our  forces  crossed 
Duck  River.  Our  division  dropped  from 
the  head  to  rear  of  coi'ps,  and  we  did  not 
march  until  10  p.  m.  Crossed  Duck  River 
and  camped  near  Columl:)ia,  on  left  of 
Pulaski  pike.  Capt.  E.  P.  Bates  has  been 
appointed  acting  Assistant  Quartermaster 
on  tlie  staff  of  the  Brigade  Commander. 

December  23. — Waited  orders  and  our  turn  on  the  pike. 
Marched  at  four  p.  m.  Our  brigade  next  to  last  in  corps. 
Camped  at  seven  p.  m.     Weather  cold. 

December  24. — Marched  at  eight.  Our  division  leading, 
our  brigade  first,  and  we  the  second  regiment    in    column. 
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Followed  on  the  heels  of  the  cavalry  all  day.     Cam})ed  foui- 
miles  south  of  Lynnville. 

December  25. — Christmas  day,  but  no  relaxation  of  the 
pursuit  of  Hood.  Our  division  last  in  Corps,  and  we  did  not 
get  on  pike  until  11  a.  m.  Passed  through  Pulaski,  taking 
the  dirt  road  leading  southwest,  and  camped  at  dark  four 
miles  out.  Passed  the  remains  of  many  wagons  destroyed 
by  the  enemy.     It  rained  and  roads  are  almost  impassible. 

December  26. — Out  of  rations.  Waited  for  them.  A 
good  many  men  ill,  and  sent  them  back.  In  afternoon  drew 
rations  for  three  days  to  last  five  days. 

December  27th. — Marched  at  daylight.  Roads  very 
muddy.  Raining;  camped  at  night  eighteen  miles  from 
Pulaski  on  Sugar  Creek. 

December    28.  —  Marched    at    8,    our    brigade    leading, 
we  hist  in    brigade.     Camped  two  miles 
south  of  Lexington,  Ala.      Distance    to- 
day fifteen  miles. 

December  29.  —  In  camp  all  day. 
Pioneers  sent  to  repair  road  back  to  Pu- 
laski. Our  trains  will  have  a  hard  task 
to  overtake  us.  It  is  reported  that  Hood 
has  crossed  the  Tennessee  River. 

December    30. — No    move    to-da}^. 
Two  men  from  each  company    sent   oat 
foraging.     Rained  in  afternoon ;    turned 
colder  and  snowed  after  dark, 
night. 

December  31. — The  campaign  is  at  an  end.  After 
breakfast  bugles  sounded  "strike  tents,"  and  then  orders 
were  given  to  build  good  fires  and  thoroughly  dry  blankets 
and  tents  before  rolling  them.  Marched  back  to  Lexington  ; 
met  the  supply  train.  Drew  three  days  rations  to  last  five, 
and  marched  over  a  very  bad  road  in  direction  of  Athens 
eight  miles. 


\\'.  s.  Htijaiil,   E. 

The  pioneers  returned  at 
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Our  losses  in  December,  not  before  noted,  were,  by 
transfer  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps :  Jason  Case,  Mark 
Shields  and  John  Williams  of  C,  John  Daley  and  Charles 
Knapp  of  G,  I'atrick  Donoghue  and  Jolm  Kelly  of  I,  most  of 
them  on  account  of  wounds. 


\^ 


-'4 
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(,"  Their  colors  were  oxteutatiously  displayed."    p.  109.) 
Bronze  Battle  Scene  on  Our  Chkkamauga  Monument. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


OPDYCKE  TIGERS  IN  1865. 


(extracts  FliOM   DIARY.) 


January  1. — New  Years  day  and  Sunday,  but  no  holi- 
day for  soldiers  of  the  Fourth  CV^rps.  Marched  eight  or 
nine  miles  and  camped  on  a  ridge  called  Mt.  Rosin.  For- 
agers brought  in  dried  peaches  and  ham  for  our  mess. 

January  2. — jSTo  move  to-da3\  A  good  many  of  the 
boys  were  out  foraging,  John  McNurland,  of  F,  came  in 
on  a  horse,  but  the  owner  came 
after  him  and  took  him  away. 
John  had  the  use  of  the  horse 
to  bring  in  the  army  supplies, 
however.  Major  Bruft"  is  promoted 
to  Lieutenant  Colonel.  Pioneers  are 
building  a  bridge  for  us  to  cross  Elk 
River. 

January  3. — Marched  at  2  p.  m. 
Crossed  Elk  River  on  a  bridge  at 
Buck  Island.  Camped  seven  miles 
from  Athens. 

January    4, —  Marched    at    6. 
Halted    at  Athens   for    one-half    hour. 
twent3'-three  miles  from  starting  point. 

January  5. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.  Camped  one  mile 
west  of  Iluntsville,  Ala.,  at  3  p.  m.  Capt.  Elmer  Moses  has 
resigned  on  account  of  wounds. 

January  G. — The  men  are  cutting  logs  for  use  in  build- 
ing winter  quarters. 

Januarv  7. — Lieutenant  Blackburn  came  up,  havino- 
been  absent  sick  at  ISTashville. 


Lv>rAN  Root,  B  (1890). 

.Camped    at    night 
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January  8. — Fatigue  parties  still  at  work  getting  out 
material  for  quarters.  Reported  that  Twenty-third  Corps 
has  heen  ordered  to  Washington. 

January  9. — Rained  all  day.     jSTo  work  done. 
January  10.     A  fatigue  party  with  wagons  are  hauling 
hrick  and  logs  for  quarters.     David  B.  Erb  and  John   Getz, 
of  A,  are  detailed  as  teamsters  for  division  train. 

January  11. — The  new  "houses"  are  being  erected. 
They  are   9x10,  and  each  occupied  by  four  men.      Unless 

the  guards  do  better  work 
Huntsville  will  be  destroyed 
to  furnish  materials  for  the 
camp. 

January  12.  —  Jacob 
Yoder  returned  to  Company 
F,  and  John  Boner  to  Com- 
pany A,  from  the  hospital. 
Two  new  recruits  came  up, 
William  R.  Arnold  and 
Morgan  Gray,  and  are  as- 
signed to  Company  C. 

January  13. — Wm.  B. 
Scott,  Company  F,  returned 
from  hospital.  His  wound 
lias  healed,  but  he  is  still  an 
invalid.  Joseph  Tuttle,  of 
Company  D,  has  been  de- 
tailed for  duty  at  the  Na- 
Samuel  Morninu'star,  of 


HKHHEirr  V.  SiKi>,  K  \\> 


tional  Cemetery  in  Chattanooga 

A,  died  on  the  10th  at  Columbia,  Tenn. 

January  14. — The  sutler  came  u[>  to-day.  Brigade 
guard  put  on.  Too  much  foraging.  Carey  Tuttle,  of  F, 
brought  in  a  lot  of  walnuts.  A  tire  started  to-day  at 
Division  Headquarters,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  McCalley,  but 
was  soon  extino-uishcd. 


AT  HUNTSVILLE. 
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Januarv  15. — Chaijlain  Lewis  has  sent  in  his  rcsia'na- 
tion. 

January  It!. — 0.  L.  Lazarus,  of  A,  came  up  from  hos- 
pital. 

January  17. — Capt.  C.  T.  Chirk's  birthday.  He  is 
twenty.  One  year  ago  12oth  in  light  at  Dandridge.  Inspec- 
tion to-day  by  company  officers,  and  later  by  Capt.  A.  G. 
Lakin,  Brigade  Inspector. 

January  18. — Capt.  R.  C.  Powers  of  the  staff  instruct- 
ed the  guard.  Captain  Stinger  is  detailed 
on  a  general  court  mai'tial.  Soft  bread 
issued  to-(hiy ;  the  commissary  has  built 
an  oven.  Albert  Callahan,  of  A,  returned 
from  liospital. 

January  19. — Dress  parade  by  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Brutf.  Order  from  Division 
Commander  was  read  requiring  drills, 
weather  })ermitting,  10:00  to  11:30  a.  m., 
2:30    to    4:00   p.   m.,   and    dress    parade   at 

4:30    p.  -M.  George  Stump,  D  (1890). 

January  20. — Battalion  drill  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Bruff,  and  dress  parade.  Religious  meeting  in  evening  in 
24th  Wisconsin.  Sermon  from  text,  John  XI,  44,  Colonel 
Opdycke  has  ordered  that  the  soldier  from  each  regiment  pre- 
senting the  best  looking  gun  and  equipments  and  the  neatest 
appearance  at  guard  mount,  shall  have  a  pass  for  the  day, 
and  be  excused  from  duty. 

January  21. — Inspection  of  our  shelter  tents,  knap- 
sacks, etc.,  by  the  Division  Inspector.  The  pioneer  corps  of 
each  regiment  are  hereafter  to  bave  a  mule  with  paniers  to 
carry  axes,  spades  and  picks,  instead  of  carrying  them  on 
their  shoulders. 

Januar}'  22. — Chaplain  Lewis"  resignation  has  l»een 
accepted.     Some  men  of  Fourth  Corps,  quartered  with  citi- 
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zens  as  safe-guards,  liave  been  captured,  and  all  the  others  are 
ordered  to  return  to  their  regiments. 

January  23. — Drilled  morning  and  afternoon.  Snowing 
to-niii'ht  lightly.  Brutf  mustered  in  on  his  commission  as 
Lieutenant  Colonel  to-day. 

January  24. — ^''o  drill.     Cold  day. 

January  25. — Captain  Morgan,  of  General  Elliott's  staff, 
condemned  our  camp  equipage.  Asst.  Surg.  James  G.  Bu- 
chanan has  resigned.  Sergt.  D.  K.  Bush  is  promoted  to  Or- 
derly Sergeant  of  A. 

January  26. — M.  P.  Amy,  of  Company  K,  has  been  de- 
tailed as  an  orderly''at  Division  Headquarters. 

Jantiary  27. — Ground  frozen.  Cold  and  windy.  [N'o 
drills. 

January  28. — William  Beckholt,  of  F,  was  given  a  pass 
to-day  for  cleanest  gun  and  equipment  and  neatest  appear- 
ance on  guard  mount. 

January  29  (Sunday). —  Inspection. 
Preaching  by  Chaplain  Lewis,  his  farewell 
sermon  ;  text,  I.  Timothy,  IV,  18. 

January  30. — I^o  drill  to-day.  Re- 
ceived a  box  from  home  containing  socks, 
apples,  pound  cake,  etc. 

January  31. — Squad  drill    and   dress 
jiarade.     Spelling  school  at  night.     Lost 
from  our  rolls  in  past  month  :      Died  of 
HicNHY  PHILLIPS,  I  (1800).    ^vo^^ijj^  Thomas  Jacoljs,  of  E  ;  died,  Franz 

Esch,  of  H;  discharged,  Thomas  Johnson,  of  E  (wound), 
and  Ira  O.  Case,  of  E ;  Edward  Xichols,  of  G,  and  Henry 
AVt'Uing  of  K  ;  transferred  t'o  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Frank 
Fulton,  of  K. 

February  1. — The  Third  Division  are  moving  to  East- 
port  to  relieve  Twenty-third  Corps,  which  goes  east  to  join 
Grant  or  Sherman. 
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February  2. — The  boys  play  l)all  on  the  })ara(le  grouiid. 
Freeman  Collins,  Company  D,  Lad  been  promoted  to  Second 
Lieutenant,  but  not  mustered,  when  he  was  killed  at  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  and  an  order  from  the  War  Department  has  de- 
clared him  mustered  as  Lieutenant  to  date  from  May  2,  1864. 

February  3. — Two  o-ames  of  ball  to-day.  No  drill.  The 
boys  read  the  ncAvspapers  and  write  letters  ever}-  day.  In  the 
evening  tliey  do  some  singing.  All  are 
trying  to  enjoy  winter  quarters. 

February  4. — Adam  L.  Forney,  of  F, 
p)romoted  to  Corporal  to-day.  S.  D. 
Howells,  of  K,  discharged  on  this  date 
from  Tripler  Hospital,  Columbus,  O. 
Colonel  Opdycke  started  to  Ohio  on  a 
twenty  days'  leave  of  absence. 

Februai-y    5    (Sunday). — Inspection. 
Dress   parade   at   4.     Snow   in   the  even- 
ing.    Lieutenant    Phillips  went  to  Mar- 
freesboro  to  visit  friends.     Lieut.  R.  C.  Rice  acts  as  Adjutant 
during  absence  of  Phillips, 

Februar}'  6. — Company  drill  in  forenoon.  Dress  parade 
at  4.  Snowed  at  night.  M.  C.  Callahan,  of  A,  came  up 
but  his  wound  is  not  entirely  liealed. 

February  7. — Opdycke  has  been  made  a  Brevet  Briga- 
dier General. 

February  8. — Snowing.  Xo  drill  or  dress  parade.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Brulf  is  acting  on  a  court  martial. 

Februar}"  9. — No  drills.  Boys  are  writing  letters,  visit- 
ing, etc. 

Februarv  10. — Cai)tain  Bates  has  been  e-ranted  leave  of 
absence  for  twenty  days.  Promotions  on  this  date :  First 
Lieut,  W.  S.  Williams,  to  Captain  of  E;  First  Lieut.  Nyrum 
Phillips,  to  Captain  ;  Second  Lieut.  W,  fl,  Crowell,  to  First 
Lieutenant  and  Regimental    Quartermaster;    Second  Lieut. 


William  1>.  Tud,  c 
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Alexander  H.  Postlewait  to  First  Lieutenant  of  K ;  Second 
Lieut.  Thomas  R.  Maban  to  First  Lieutenant  of  A,  Phillips 
will  not  muster  as  Captain  ;  prefers  position  of  Adjutant, 

February  12  (Sunday). — No  inspection.  Went  to  meet- 
ing in  24th  Wisconsin  ;  text,  Isaiah  LV,  1.  Dress  parade  by 
Captain  Dickson.  General  Elliott  and  statf  visited  our  camp 
to-day. 

February  14. — Xot  feeling  well.  Dr.  McHenrygave  me 
some  medicine.  In  the  evening  attended  prayer  meeting  in 
74th  Illinois.  The  newspapers  report  General  Thomas  about 
to  start  on  a  campaign  through  Alabama.     Hope  it  is  a  false 

report. 

February  16. — Inspection  by 
Brigade  Inspector.     Dress  parade. 

February  17. — Henry  Whitmer, 
of  F,  returned  from  hospital. 
yyg^  February     18. — Warm    day. 

^^WHL  Lewis  Spickler,  of  G,  went  home  on 

a  furlough. 

February  19  (Sunday). — In- 
spection. Preaching  in  74th  Illi- 
nois; text,  Psalms,  XV,  114.  Dress 
parade  at  4. 

■  '  February    20.  —  Dress    parade. 

xTo  drill.     Officers'  school  in  evening. 

FelM-uary  21. — It  is  reported  our  troops  have  taken 
Charleston,  S.  C,  and  a  salute  was  fired. 

February  22. — A  salute  was  fired  in  honor  of  Washing- 
ton's Birthday.  In  the  evening  our  sutler  entertained  the 
officers,  setting  up  a  good  supper. 

February  23. — Wet  and  muddy.  John  iSTorth,  of  F, 
returned  from  hospital.  Sergt.  William  J.  Jones,  of  K,  died  on 
this  date  while  absent  on  furlough. 

February  25. — Lieutenant  Colonel  Brufi'  started  to  Ohio 
'  leave  of  absence. 
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February  26  (Sunday). — Inspection.  Lieut.  D.  K.  BI3'- 
stone,  wounded  at  Franklin,  returned  to-day.  Henry  AVhit- 
mer,  of  F,  was  sent  to  the  hospital  again. 

February  27. — Clear  day.  Ball  game  in  morning.  i*To 
drill  or  dress  parade. 

February  28. — Muster  and  inspection  at  3  p.  m.  Text 
to-night,  Isaiah,  V,  14.  We  are  to  have  a  series  of  revival 
meetings.  Capt.  E.  P.  Bates  has  been  commissioned  Major, 
but  can  not  muster,  as  we  have  not  enough  men  to  carry  a 
line  of  iield  officers.  Cassius  Coats,  Levi  H.  Hall  and 
Harvey  W.  Lamb,  of  C,  and  Orlando  Shoults,  ot  F,  have  been 
discharged  for  wounds  and  disalnlity. 

March  2. — The  several  Chaplains  organized  a  brigade 
church  to-day.  Capt.  AV.  S.  Williams  has  leave  of  absence 
for  twenty  days. 

March  3.  —  Captain  Die  k s o  n. 
Lieutenant  Payne  and  Lieutenant 
Thoman  are  appointed  a  board  to 
report  what  ordnance,  cam}»  and 
garrison  equipments,  etc.,  Captain 
Stewart  was  responsil)le  tor  at  the 
time  he  was  killed. 

March  4. — Lieut.  H.  A.  Donald- 
son has  been  assigned  to  duty  witli 
the  Ambulance  Corps  of  the  Fourth 
.Vrmy  Corps.  The  26th  Ohio  band 
serenaded  General  Elliott.  James  P. 
Ilamsey.came  to  Compaii}'  A,  sick.  He  has  been  on  duty  at 
Corps  headquarters. 

March  5  (Sunday). — Ins[»ection.  General  Opd3'cke  has 
returned  from  Ohio. 

March  6. — Prayer  meeting  at  2.  dress  parade  at  4,  and 
preaching  at  6,  is  the  daily  program. 

March  8. — Chaplain  of  73rd  Illinois  preached  to-night.. 
Text,  Cor.,  V,  10.     Seven  rose  for  prayers  and  two  professed 


Archie  Hill.  C 
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conversion.  24tli  Wisconsin  band  serenaded  General  Op- 
<l3'cke.  J)r.  William  E.  McKim  has  been  appointed  Assistant 
•Suro-eon  of  the  125th. 

Marcli  9. — Prepared  for  a  review,  which  was  postponed 
•on  account  of  rain. 

March  10. — General  Opdj^cke  inspected  the  camp. 
Henry  H.  Adams,  of  G,  was  discharged  on  account  of  ill  health. 
He  has  not  recovered  from  his  illness  contracted  while  in  a 
southern  prison. 

March  11.  —  At  2  p.  m.,  brigade  review  by  General 
Opdycke. 

March  12. — Eeported  that  marching  orders  have  been 
given  for  the  Fourth  Corps. 

March  13. — By  vote  of  +he  officers, 
the  125th  presented  our  old  flag  to  Gen- 
eral Opd^-cke.  Captain  Powers  made  the 
presentation  siDeech,  and  the  General  re- 
sponded in  an  eloquent  address.  Review 
of  the  Second  Division  to-day  by  Major 
General  Stanley.  Our  First  Division 
started  for  East  Tennessee  b}'  rail. 

March  16.— Capt.  R.  C.  Powers  has 
been    sent    to    Ohio,    recommended    for 
promotion  in  a  new  regiment,  to  return 
in  twenty  days  if  not  successful. 

^larch  17. — General  Stanley  and  staff  left  to-day. 
March  18. — Corp.  W.  S.  Strahl,  of  E,  has  been  detailed 
for  duty  with  the  hospital  train. 

March  20. — Brigade  drill  to-da}'  by  General  Opdycke. 
Captain  Dickson  commanded  the  125th.  Lewis  Spickler, 
•of  G,  returned  from  Ohio. 

March  21. — Captain  Lakin  takes  Captain  Powers'  place 
on  brigade  staff,  and  Lieutenant  Phillips  succeeds  Lakin  as 
Brigade  Inspector. 
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Mareli  22. — Corp,  Lyman  Koot,  Conipain-  15,  lias  been 
relieved  from  duty  as  clerk  at  Brigade  Headquarters. 

March  24. — Regimental  drill  for  two  hours  to-day. 

March  25. — Report  in  camp  that   Kiclmiond   lias  fallen. 

March  26  (Sunday). — Inspection  and  dress  parade,  Cap- 
tain Stinger  commanding. 

March  27. — Racked  extra  baggage.  We  are  to  march. 
Brigade  drill  at  3  p.  m.,  by  General  Opdycke.  Captain  Stinger 
commanded  125th.  Corp.  Lyman  Root,  Company  1>,  is 
detailed  as  postmaster  at  Division 
Headfpiarters. 

March  28. — Orders  to  inarch. 
"Strike  tents"  sounded  at  11  a.  m. 
Marched  to  tlie  cars.  Train  left  at 
3  P.  M.  for  Knoxville.  Passed 
through  Stevenson  and  Bridgeport 
in  the  night.  Reached  Chattanooga 
at  5  A.  M.  on  the  29th  ;  stopped  two 
hours  to  make  coffee. 

March    29. — Left    Chattanooga 
at  8  A.  M.   Delayed  en  route.   Reached 
Cleveland,  Tenn.,  at  3  p.m.     Went         wiluam  wassox,  b  (I895). 
on  side  track  until  8  p.  m.,  then   traveled  ail   niglit.     It  has 
rained  ever  since  we  started. 

March  30. — Rained  all  night.  Men  on  top  of  cars  had 
a  hard  time.  Passed  through  Loudon  at  5  a.  m.  Arrived  at 
Knoxville  at  3  p.  m.,  having  been  delayed  on  sidings  for  trains 
going  down. 

March  31. — Left  Knoxville  at  3  p.  m.  On  train  all  night. 
Lost  from  our  rolls  in  March  :  B37  discharge  for  wounds  or 
disability,  Sergt.  M.  Woolford,  and  Corp.  Joshua  Crouse,  of 
A  ;  William  Charles,  of  C  ;  James  E.  Hathaway  and  David 
Keck,  of  I) ;  Conrad  Weddle,  of  H  ;  Benjamin  J.  Kill)urn,  of 
K;  by  transfer  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  Franklin  J.  Fobes, 
of  B  ;  Jeremiah   Swinehart,  of  C,  and  George  S.  Hill,  of  D.. 
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April  1. — At  7  A.  M.  passed  New  Market.  At  8  a.  m. 
left  tlie  train,  formed  ranks  and  marched  through  Bnll's  Gap. 
Went  into  canq)  on  a  I'idge. 

April  2  (Sunda}'). — Sergt.  iS'athan  J.  Thomas  of  A,  and 
AV'illiam  Benson  of  G.  came  np.  Claim  to  be  .well,  but 
Thomas  does  not  look  rugged. 

April  3. — At  2  p.  M.  a  dispatch  received  saying  Richmond 
])as  been  taken.  There  was  much  cheering  and  great  re- 
joicing. The  artillerj^  fired  a  100-gun  salute.  Lieutenant 
Blj'stone  and  a  party  are  to  take  extra  baggage  to  Knoxville 
to  be  stored.  We  have  marching  orders.  Crowell  Mikesell, 
of  I,  is  detailed  as  an  orderly  at  General 
^^PJjlJIl^  Opdycke's  headquarters. 

April  4. — Reveille  at  4  a.  m.  ;  strike 
tents  at  5;  marched  at  0,  the  125th 
as  train  guard;  at  11  A.  M.  reached 
camp,  one  mile  from  Blue  Springs.  Jef- 
ferson Melick,  of  F,  returned  from  Libby 
Prison,  exchanged.  He  reports  that  while 
he  was  sick  in  prison  hospital,  Vaughn,  of 
F,  and  Hanson,  of  I,  were  sent  from  Lil)by 
iKA  E.  w.,.,i.Ev.  K  ,\m:.i.  ^^  Andersonville  Prison.  Vaughn  died  at 
Andersouville. 

April  5. — -Tared  Shenafield,  of  A,  granted  a  furlough  on 
request  of  his  wife,  who  wrote  to  General  Thoma§. 

April  6. — Details  sent  to  repair  railway.     Lee  expected 
■to  come  this  way,  and  we  will  move  to  head  him. 
April  7.— The  125th  is  on  picket. 

April  8. — Relieved  at  8  a.  m.  by  40th  Indiana.  Dispatches 
received,  giving  an  account  of  the  fight  with  Lee's  army  at 
Sailor's  Creek,  Va.  First  Lieut.  Ralsa  C.  Rice,  of  B,  is  pro- 
moted to  Captain  of  D,  but  will  remain  in  command  of  B. 
Second  Lieut.  Henry  Glenville  is  promoted  to  First  Lieu- 
.tenant  of  B. 
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April  9  (^Sunday). — Two  sermons;  one  by  Chaplain 
Powell,  64th  Ohio  ;  text,  John,  III,  16.  The  other  by  Chaplain 
Ivoe,  of  24th  Wisconsin  ;  text,  Rev.  II,  17. 

April  10. — Heavy  detail  working  on  the  railroad  near 
Midway  Station.  At  night  a  dispatch  came  announcing  the 
surrender  of  Lee's  army.  The  boys  went  wild.  Everybody 
turned  out.  Ammunition  was  wasted  recklessly.  It  will  not 
be  needed  any  more. 

April  11. — All  quiet.  An  order  was  read  [jrohibiiing 
the  burning  of  rails  or  injuiw  to  growing  crops.  Jesse  B. 
Luse,  of  C,  discliarged  on  account  of  wound.  Captain  Will- 
iams returned  from  Ohio. 

April  12. — Raining;  mudd}-;  camp  quiet. 
April  13. — No  rain,  but  ver}'  muddy. 
April  14. — Two  sermons  in  camp  to-day.     Day  ol)served 
in  thanksgiving  for  Union  victories. 

April  15. — Received  notice  of  the 
assassination  of  President  Lincoln.  Ca]>- 
tain  Powers  returned  from  Ohio  and 
resumed  his  duties  as  acting  Assistant 
Adjutant  General  of.  Brigade. 

April  16. — 125th  on  picket  to-day. 
April   17. — Relieved  by  65th    Ohio. 
General  Opdycke  issued  an  order  giving 
camp    regulations.     There    is    too    much 
straggling  from  camp. 

April  18. — Marching  ordei's  received 
ville. 

April  19. — Marched  at  5  a.  m.  The  125th  is  train  guard. 
Camped  for  the  night  at  Bull's  Gap.  The  troops  go  by  rail. 
We  take  the  wagon  train. 

April  20. — Marclied  at  6  a.  m.  Still  train  guard.  Camped 
at  Morristown. 

April  21. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.     Permission  given  to  place 
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knapsacks  in   the   wagons.     Reached  Mossy  Creek  at  noon. 
Camped  for  the  night  at  Xew  Market. 

April  22. — Marched  at  6  a.  m.  Crossed  the  Holsten  at 
Stravvberi-y  Phiins  about  noon.  Marched  six  miles  further 
and  camped. 

April  23. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.;  passed  through  Knox- 
ville  and  camj)ed  in  the  suburbs  near  the  railroad.  Report  of 
the  surrender  of  Johnston's  army  received. 

April  24. — No  move  to-day.  First  Division  trains  load- 
ing on  cars. 

April  26. — At  3  p.  m.  Companies  A  and  F  detailed  to  go 
to  the  cars  and  load  wagons.  George  B.  A^allandingham, 
ot  E,  has  been  transferred  to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

April  2. — Marched  to  the  raihvay 
station  after  breakfast  and  boarded  the 
cars.  Were  ordered  oii"  again.  Spent 
the  day  waiting.  Talked  with  some  Con- 
federate soldiers  who  were  going  home. 
Shared    my    dinner    with    one    of    them. 

Boarded  the  cars  again  at  4  p.  m.,  but  did 

not  start  until  7,  then  traveled  all  night. 
April  28. — At  daylight  we  are  at 
Sweetwater;  reached  Chattanooga  at 
noon.  Stopped  an  hour.  Passed  Steven- 
son at  4  p.  .M.,  and  Tullalioma  and  Mur- 
freesboro  in  the  night. 

April  29. — Arrived  at  Nashville  at  daylight,  stopped  half 
an  hour,  then  run  out  three  miles,  where  we  left  the  cars  and 
camped  near  the  track. 

April  30. — Marched  out  the  Charlotte  pike  three  miles 
and  camped  with  the  brigade  at  Camp  Harker.  At  5  p.  m. 
mustered  for  pay.  Lost  trom  our  rolls  in  April:  by  discharge 
for  wounds  or  physical  disability,  Emory  H.  Fosnaucht  of  A, 
Corp.  William  H.  Lee  of  B,  Corp.  Chester  Tuttle,  Jesse  B. 
Luse  and  William  Seaborn  of  C,  John  Moran  and  John  Vine 
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of  D,  Uldridge  Rhodes  and  Samuel  Tucker  of  E,  Frederick 
Wagner  of  H. 

May  1. — Soft  bread  in  the  rations  to-day.  It  is  now  cer- 
tain that  Johnston  has  surrendered.  The  war  is  surely 
ended. 

May  2. — At  3  p.  m.  the  First  Brigade  was  reviewed  by 
General  Opdycke. 

May  3. — Captain  Vallendar  rejoined  for  the  first  time 
since  the  battle  of  Rocky  Face  Ridge, 

May  4. — The  funeral  services  of  President  Lincoln  are  in 
progress    at    Springfield,   111,,   and    there 
was  a  union   service  in  the  First  Brigade, 
Chaplain  of  the  24th  \Yisconsin  preached. 

May  5. — Battalion  drill  and  dress 
parade  to-day.  Colonel  Jaquess,  73rd 
Illinois,  delivered  an  address  to-day;  sub- 
ject, "  Peace," 

May  6. — General  Elliott  reviewed  the 
Second  Division  to-day.     All  the  ofiicers    k-^ 
were  pleased  with   the  performance.      If    '^ 
the  other  divisions  do  as  well  the  grand 
review,  to  take  place  on  the  8th,  will  eclipse  anything  of  the 
kind  we  have  seen. 

May  7  (Sunday). — Inspection.  At  2  p.  m.  preaching  in 
our  regiment.  *  At  3  p.  m.  brigade  review  by  General  0[)- 
dycke.  Dress  parade  at  6.  Carey  Tuttle,  of  F,  returned 
from  Ohio. 

May  8. — Brigade  drill  by  General  Opdycke  to-day,  get- 
ting ready  for  a  grand  review.  It  was  to  take  phice  to-day, 
but  was  post])Oned  on  account  of  rain. 

May  *J. — Marched  at  7  a.  m.  to  the  position  assigned  near 
the  city  for  the  grand  review  l»y  General  Thomas.  It  was  a 
great  show  for  citizens  of  Nashville,  who  were  out  by  thou- 
sands. General  Thomas  rode  along  the  lines,  then  took  post 
in  front  for  the  troops  to  march  in  review.     As  each  General 
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ridiii^^  at  the  head  of  his  command  came  up,  he  took  post 
near  General  Thomas.  When  our  brigade  came  up,  General 
Thomas  paid  Opdycke  and  his  command  a  high  compliment 
1)}-  i-equesting  Opdycke  to  deploy  in  line  of  battle  and  make 
a  charge,  saying  that  he  wished  to  see  one  more  charge  by 
troops  of  the  rt)urth  Corps.  The  88th  Illinois  was  deploj-ed 
as  skirmishers  ;  the  36th  and  44th  Illinois,  24tli  Wisconsin 
and  125th  Ohio  deployed  in  line  of  battle,  and  the  73rd  and 

74th  Illinois,  closed  en  masse,  formed 
a  second  line.  In  that  order  we 
made  our  last  charge  upon  an  imag- 
inary foe,  returning  without  loss  to 
learn  that  General  Thomas  was 
pleased  with  the  performance. 

May  10. — Captain  Gushing  re- 
turned to  the  regiment.  He  has 
l)een  on  duty  as  military  conductor 
on  a  railroad. 

May  11. — Cold  rain.  Xo  drill. 
Dress  parade  by  Colonel  Brufl. 

May  12. — Company  drill  in  the 
morning.     Battalion  drill  in  afternoon. 

May  13. — Drills  repeated.  Some  of  the  boys  say  we  are 
preparing  for  the  next  war.  Every  one  is  expecting  orders 
to  muster  out  the  Fourth  (Jorps. 

May  14. — It  is  reported  that  Jeft'erson  Davis  has  been 
captured. 

May  15. — The  entire  brigade  was  inspected,  our  regi- 
ment coming  last  and  being  well  prepared,  each  Company 
was  nuirked  "  very  efficient  "  in  drill,  and  <'  I^s'o.  1,"  in  con- 
dition of  arms,  accoutrements,  clothing  and  appearance.  We 
are  sui-e  that  no  other  regiment  beat  us.  Perhaps  they  all 
did  as  well.  Herbert  Y.  Sikes,  of  Iv,  is  discharged  on  this 
date  from  Hospital  Xo.  2,  Nashville,  for  physical  disability. 
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He  lield  out  till  the  war  closed,  and  we  hope  he  will  recover 
his  health  in  Ohio. 

May  16. — Company  drill  in  morning.  Brigade  drill  in 
afternoon  by  General  Opdycke.  Practiced  firing,  using  blank 
cartridges,  and  formed  scpiares  l)y  battalion. 

May  17. — Battalion  drill  in  the  morning.  Captain  Clark 
commandino;  re2:iment.     Rained  in  the  afternoon. 

Ma}'  18. — Battalion  drill  morning  and  afternoon,  and 
dress  parade,  b}'  Colonel  Brutf. 

May  19. — Battalion  drill  by  Colonel  Brutt"^  in  morning. 
Brigade  drill  by  General  Opdj'cke  in  afternoon  was  cut  short 
by  rain. 

Ma}'  20. — Elected  delegates  to  the  Ohio  Union  Conven- 
tion. 

May  21  (Sunday). — Inspection.  Chaplain  Roe,  of  24th 
Wisconsin,  preached  to  our  regiment.  Text,  Hebrews, 
III,  68. 

May  22. — Company  drill  in  morning. 
Brigade  drill  Ijy  General  Opdycke  at 
3   p.   M. 

May  23. — Our  brigade  ordered  to 
make  new  rails  to  replace  those  we  have 
burned  while  in  this  camp.  A  citizen 
complained  of  his  losses  and  procured  the 
order. 

May  24. — Brigade  drill  by  General 
Opdycke.  Capt.  Wm.  W.  Cushing,  of  I, 
resigned.  The  railmakers  were  not  a  success.  They  slashed 
too  many  trees  and  failed  to  make  rails.  The  irate  citizen 
asked  to  have  them  recalled.  Officers  in  charge  are  under 
arrest.  ]Sro  danger  of  court  martial,  however,  if  Opdycke  can 
control  the  matter. 

May  26. — Order  issued  appointing  Ca})tains  Stinger, 
Dickson  and  Clark  as  a  Council  of  Administration  to  exam- 
ine and  report  on  the  finances  of  the  regiment. 
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May  ±1. Colonel  Brutt' sent  a  request  to  the  Adjutant 

General,  at  Washington,  for  an  order  to  muster  out  the  regi- 
ment at  the  time  the  first  Company  is  mustered  out. 

May  -28  (Sunday). — Inspection.  Chaplain  Roe  preached 
for  us.    'Text,  Luke,  IX,  29. 

May  29. — Company  drill  in  morning.  Brigade  drill  by 
General  Oi)dycke  at  3  p.  m'  It  is  reported  that  Gen.  Kirby 
Smith  has  surrendered.  We  are  now  confident  that  the 
Fourth  Corps  will  be  mustered  out  within  a  few  days. 

May  31. — A  large  number  of  our  sick  and  wounded  have 
been  discharged  in  the  ])ast  month.  Their  services  will  not 
be  recpiired  even  if  they  get  well.  The  list  includes  Sergt. 
Robert  P.  Iving,  Corp.  William  Ilutton,  George  Arbuckle, 
Jacob  Baughman,  John  Boner,  John  Getz,  O.  L.  Lazarus  and 
Jonathan  Wining,  of  A  ;  Samuel  Fenn,  Wesley  C.  Fishel, 
John  1*.  Gartner  and  David  B.  Wood,  of  B  ;  Jason  Case  (from 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps),  John  Campbell, 
Benjamin  Hall  and  William  H.  Watkins, 
of  C ;  James  Beggs,  Daniel  Bloomer, 
George  Stump  and  Joseph  Tuttle,  of  D  ; 
George  Kline,  Michael  W.  Lawyer  and 
Isaac  McXatt,  of  F  ;  D.  W.  Ililtabiddle, 
James  Kelley  and  James  Shay,  of  G; 
Sergt.  Charles, MuUer,  Corp.  John  Weir, 
Warren  M.  Caldwell,  John  Dahlem,  James 
H.  Jackson  (paroled  prisoner),  Henry 
,i..H.s  .NUNuKi.AND,  p.  Schener,  William  Summerby,  Lucius  W. 
Waters  and  Seymour  O.  Wheeler,  of  H;  Corp.  James  W. 
Hair,  Martin  Bently,  David  Cay,  Hugh  Donely,  Charles  N. 
Hamilton,  Jacob  Musser  and  John  P.  Shear,  of  I;  Corp. 
James  A.  Ferris,  John  Abbott,  Whitfield  Andre,  Byron 
Chisoni,  Michael  Daily,  William  Smith  and  Joseph  Walch, 
of  K.  James  Burnett,  of  B,  Joseph  Edwards,  of  I,  and 
AVilliam  Daily  of  H,  have  been  transferred  to  the  Veteran 
Reserve  Corps. 
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June  1. — This  is  tlie  day  aiipointed  by  the  President  as 
a  I^ational  fast-day,  and  the  stilhiess  in  tlie  cam})  is  remarka- 
ble.    Surgeon  MeHenr}'  resigned  to-day. 

June  2. — A  general  order  was  read  for  the  muster-out  of 
all  troops  wliose  term  expires  before  September  1,  1865.  It 
appears  that  others  are  to  remain  in  the  service.  The  camp 
is  full  of  rumors.  It  is  said  only  Company  A  of  our  regiment 
will  be  mustered  out  on  the  existing  order. 

June  3. — Companj'  A  received  ])lank  muster-out  rolls 
to-day.  The  rest  of  us  must  wait.  A  farewell  order  issued 
by  (leneral  Opdycke  was  read  to  the  regiment. 

June  4  (Sunday). — Inspection.  Chaplain  Koe  preached 
to  our  regiment  ;  Text,  Psalms,  XL,  22.  In  evening  heard  a 
Roman  Catholic  priest  in  24th  Wisconsin. 

June    25. — Lieutenant     Colonel     Brutf,    on     leave    of 
absence,  and  Surgeon  McHenry,  resigned, 
went  home  to-da3\     Bates  Lerontie,  of  C, 
is  discharged  on  account  of  wounds. 

June  6. — At  8  p.  m.  the  First  Brigade 
serenaded  General  Opdycke.  A  torch- 
light procession  was  improvised  by  fixing 
lighted  candles  in  the  muzzles  of  guns. 
The  24th  Wisconsin  band  furnished  the 
music.  On  arriving  at  head(j[uartei'S  the 
regiments  massed.  General  Opdycke  de- 
livered an  eloquent  address.  Other  ofh- 
cers  were  then  called  for,  and  responded 
in  short  speeches,  among  the  number  being  Captains  Bates, 
Powers  and  Clark,  of  our  regiment. 

June  7. — It  is  the  camp  rumor  that  the  Fourth  Corps  is 
ordered  to  Galveston,  Texas. 

June  8.— The  73rd,  74th  and  88th  Illinois,  and  24th 
Wisconsin  are  being  mustered  out.  Comjiany  A,  of  our 
regiment,  was  mustered  out  to-day.  Xone  of  the  troops 
hav^e  left  camp.     Adjutant  Phillips,  Quartermaster  Crowell, 
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Sergeant  Major  Henry  A.  Bell,  Quartermaster  Sergeant 
Henry  Lord,  Commissary  Sergeant  Thomas  Trimble,  Hos- 
pital Stewai-tl  Detrick,  and  Principal  Musicians  Samuel  H- 
Sidlingerand  Benjamin  F,  Young  were  mustered  out  to-day. 
We  will  have  only  acting  staff  now.  Lieutenant  Thoman 
is  to  be  acting  Adjutant;  Hudson  Fitch,  of  D,  acting  Ser- 
geant Major,  and  J.  F.  Scott,  of  F,  acting  Hospital  Steward  ; 
Capt.  E.  G.  Whitesides,  Lieut.  Thomas  R.  Malian,  and  the 
following  enlisted  men  of  A  muster  out  with  the  Company, 
rlz. :  Ord.  Sergt.  D.  K.  Bush,  Sergt.  !N"athan  J.  Thomas, 
Cor}iorals  Dighton  Young,  L.  S.  Calvin,  Silas  Coy,  James 
R.  Dickson.  Irvin  Thoman,  and  Charles  Wagner  ;  Privates 
Sylvanus  Baker,  George  W.  Bates,  George 
Beerman,  John  S.  Blim,  Albert  Callahan? 
M.  C.  Callahan,  Jeremiah  Creps,  David  B. 
Erb,  Joseph  D.  Hartzell,  Henry  Hilton, 
Samuel  A.  Miller,  James  P.  Ramsey, 
Jared  Shenatield,  Thomas  Spickler,  Al- 
bert Stone  and  George  W.  Weikart. 
Thomas  Richmond  was  transferred  to 
Company  I.  Jacob  W.  Ruppert  and 
James  Dickson,  absent  wounded,  were 
X.  R.  haj.l.  F  (.isito).  discharged  from  hospital.  Four  men  of 
Company  A,  serving  in  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  were  dis- 
chai-ged  about  the  same  time,  viz. :  Nicholas  Wining,  Francis 
Tool,  Peter  Meiger  and  Eli  C.  Ivelley.  Captain  Whitesides 
was  given  the  brevet  rank  of  Major  by  the  President  for  gal- 
lantry in  battle  and  meritorious  service. 

Jane  9. — General  Opdycke  addressed  the  regiments 
that  are  going  liome  this  evening.  An  order  was  read  at 
dress  parade,  bidding  adieu  to  Company  A.  Also  an 
address  by  General  Opdycke  to  the  125th. 

June  10. — The  88th  Illinois  started  in  tlie  night  for 
Illinois.  Sergt.  Hudson  Fitch  has  been  detailed  for  duty  at 
Corps  Headquarters. 
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June  11. — Onr  Company  A  left  for  Ohio  at  daylight. 
The  24tli  Wisconsin,  and  73rd  and  74th  Illinois,  are  to  start 
home  to-night. 

June  12. — There  will  be  but  two  brigades  in  the  Sec- 
ond Division  hereafter.  The  Second  Brigade  is  to  be 
broken  up  and  three  of  its  regiments  come  to  our  brigade, 
r'lz.:  tlie  2Gth  Ohio,  40th  and  57th  Indiana.  Only  three 
of  our  old  First  Brigade  regiments  remain  in  service,  viz.  : 
36th  and  44th  Illinois,  and  125th  Ohio.  A  general  order 
was  read  on  dress  parade,  giving  the  three  regiments  from 
the  old  Second  Brigade  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  First 
Brigade. 

June  13. — Paid  off  to-day.  Received  pay  for  eight 
months.     There  has  been  a  controversy  over  Sergt.  Hndson 

Fitch,  acting  Sergeant  Major.      He 

was  detailed  and  ordered  to  report 
to  Corps  Ileadrpiarters  for  duty. 
Captain  A'^allondar  protested.  The 
communication  came  back  with  a 
sharp  reprimand.  Vallendar  wrote 
again,  declaring  he  had  no  one  com- 
petent to  take  Fitch's  place  as  Ser- 
geant Major.  That  communication 
came  back  to-night  covered  all  over 
with  indorsements,  ending  with  an 
order  by  Major  General  Stanley,  re- 
leasing Fitch  from  the  detail.  Cap- 
tain Vallendar  is  ])roud  of  his  victory.  Fitch  blushes  like 
a  school  girl.  We  are  all  pleased  to  kee[)  him  with  the 
regiment. 

June  14. — Marching  orders.  We  are  packing  extra 
baggage  to  send  home.  Company  B,  of  our  regiment,  is  to 
remain  at  l^ashville  to  be  mustered  out.  It  is  said  we  go  to 
iSTew    Orleans.     General    Elliott    is    to    go    to    Washington. 
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General  Opdycke  will  then  take  command  of  the  division. 
Col.  John  Russell,  44th  Illinois,  will  succeed  to  command  of 
the  First  Brigade.  Captain  Clark  has  gone  to  Brigade 
Headquarters  as  Commissary  of  Subsistence,  to  act  until  a 
regular  officer  of  that  department  is  assigned. 

June  15. — Marched  at  10  a.  3I.,  boarded  cars  in  the 
city,  our  regiment  leaving  at  3  p.  m.  Arrived  at  9  r.  m.  at 
Johnsonville  on  the  Tennessee  Kiver,  west  from  Xashville  60 
or  70  miles.  Remained  on  the  cars  until  morning.  Cap- 
tains Alexander  Dickson  and  Ralsa  C.  Rice  have  resigned  to 
go  home  with  their  old  Companies,  A  and  B.  Although 
Captain  of  K,  Dickson  has  retained  com- 
mand of  A,  and  Rice,  though  Captain  of 
D,  commanded  B  since  Captain  Moses 
was  wounded  at  Kenesaw.  Both  officers 
have  been  in  every  conflict  in  which  the 
regiment  took  part.  Lieut.  Freeman 
Tlioman,  of  H,  becomes  Captain  of  D, 
and  Second  Lieut.  D.  H.  Payne,  of  I, 
will  be  First  Lieutenant  of  H.  We  will 
also  lose  with  Company  B,  Capt.  R.  C. 
LERov  i.^ir.LER. c as9.-.).  Powers  and  Lieut.  Henry  Glenville.  Or- 
derly Sergeants  D.  Iv.  Bush,  of  A,  and  Rufus  E.  AVoods,  of 
B,  hold  commissions  as  Lieutenants,  but  cannot  be  mustered 
on  them. 

June  16. —  Boarded  the  steamboat  "  Longworth  "  in 
the  forenoon,  but  remained  at  the  landing.  It  has  been  dis- 
covered that  several  men  were  left  at  Xashville.  They 
probably  took  "French  leave"  to  visit  home. 

dune  17. — The  boat  left  Johnsonville  at  sunrise.  At 
4  1'.  .M.  the  regiment  disembarked  on  an  island  in  the  Ohio 
River  a  few  miles  above  Cairo.  The  steamboat  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Cairo  to  take  on  coal.  Some  indignation  is 
exyiressed  at  the  want  of  confidence  implied  in  not   keeping 


f^' . 

'^W  ^Bs  i 

GOING  TO  NEW  ORLEANS. 


393 


tlie  command  on  the  boat  while  coalinii;.  From  the  talk, 
tliere  was  good  cause  for  the  precaution.  Some  men  claim 
it  is  bad  faith  to  retain  them  in  service  alter  the  war  closed  ; 
others  think  the  'command  will  be  mustered  out  within 
thirty  days.  Some  say  they  will  take  turlouii'lis  without 
leave  if  they  get  a  chance. 

June  18. — Our  boat  returned  early  this  morning,  took 
the  troops  and  jiroceeded  at  once  down  to  Cairo,  and 
thence  down  the  Mississippi,  passing  Cohnnbus  and  Island 
Xo,  10.  At  night  the  boat  anchored  on  account  of  fog.  A 
number  of  men  are  missing.  Many  more  are  rebellious.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  Colonel  Bruff  is  absent.  Ca[)tain  Val- 
lendar  is  in  command.  If  Opdycke  and  his  staff  wei'e  on 
this  boat  things  would  be  different. 

June  19. — The  boat  started  at  5  a.  m.  Passed  Fort 
Pillow.  Stopped  one  hour  at  Memphis,  and  anchored  at 
night  near  St.  Helena,  Ark. 

June  20. — The  l)03's  raided  a  sutler's 
establishment  this  morning  and  several 
arrests  have  been  made.  l>oat  started  at 
10  A.  M.     Anchored  at  midnight. 

June  21. — The  boat  started  at  day- 
light. At  9  A.  M.  found  a  disabled  boat, 
partly  sunk.  A  party  of  cavalrymen, 
with  their  horses,  wei"e  transferred  from 
it  to  our  boat.  Reached  Vicksburg  at 
3  p.  M.     Stopped  one  hour.  ^  ''■"■'•'•^-^'  ^'"''''^  ^^'^•"•'^'■ 

June  22. — Passed  Baton  Rouge,  the  capital  of  Louisiana  ; 
reached  jSTew  Orleans  at  5  p.  m.,  but  remained  on  the  boat  all 
night. 

June  23. — At  9  a.  iM.  the  steamboat  carried  us  below  the 
city,  where  we  went  ashore  and  camped  on  the  old  battlefield 
where  General  Jackson  defeated  the  English  army  January  8, 
1814,  Camp  Chalmette.  The  cam})  is  in  a  tine  grove;  Brigade 
Headquarters  in  a  large  sugar  refinery. 
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June  24. — General  Opclycke  has  been  assigned  to  com- 
mand of  tlie  division.  General  Elliott  has  gone  North  under 
orders  from  Lieutenant  General  Grant. 

June  25. — Sunday  inspection  at  9  a.  m.  Sermon  at  10 
by  the  Chaplain  of  the  64th  Ohio,  in  the  sugar  house. 

June  26. — The  Commissary  furnished  ice  to-day.  Melons 
and  fruit  are  sold  by  peddlers. 

June  27. — Major  General  Sheridan  is  a  visitor  at  General 
Opdycke's  quarters  to-day.  He  commands  the  Military  Di- 
vision of  the  Southwest,  and  has  become  famous  since  he  was 
our  division  commander. 

June  30. — In  addition  to  the  loss  of  Companies  A  and 
B,  we  have  lost  from  the  rolls  in  the  month  of  June  a  long 
list  of  sick  and  wounded,  viz.  Discharged,  Sergt.  John  A. 
Canon,  Howard  Bascomb,  Bates  Lerontie,  G.  A.  Robinson, 
Lorenzo  Row  and  William  D.  Tod,  of  C  ;  Edward  McLane 
and  James  W.  Woffinden,  of  D ;  Sergt. 
Thomas  Sharp  and  Thomas  McMillen,  of 
E;  Christian  Newcomer,  of  F;  Joim 
Adams  and  Tobias  C.  Breece,  of  G  : 
Jaines  E.  Archer,  Cassius  C.  Birch,  Val- 
entine Piienger,  of  H  ;  Sergt.  Isaiah  Bell, 
Corp.  Elijah  Kessler,  John  Bohn,  Geoi'ge 
Brown,  Simon  Figley,  David  S.  Phillips, 
James  Prince  and  Daniel  Richardson,  of 
I ;  Nathaniel  D.  Amidon,  William  H. 
£.M„Kv  n.  1M...N.U  .  11..  A.  Atwood,  John  H.  Brandeberry,  Adelbert 
Curtis  and  Edmond  Swett,  of  K.  Philander  Odell,  of  C, 
Peter  Knapp,  of  II  and  Ord.  Sergt.  James  II.  Hanson,  of  I, 
released  from  Andersonville  Prison,  were  discharged  in  June. 
William  Dailey,  of  H,  transferred  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps 
for  loss  of  arm,  was  discharged  in  June. 

July  1. — The   request  for    muster-out  of   the  regiment 
forwarded  by  Colonel  Bruft',  May  27,  has  found  its  way  through 
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the  mazes  of  red  tape  to  the  War  Department  and  hack  again, 
disaj)proved. 

July  2  (Sunday). — Inspection.  Preaching  by  Chaplain 
Powell.     Text,  Gen.,  II,  7. 

July  3. — General  Order  No.  45,  by  General  Opdycke,, 
read  to-day,  requires  thorough  policing  of  camp. 

July  4. — Almost  everybody  except  guards  have  had 
passes  to  visit  the  city  for  some  part  of  the  day  or  even- 
ing. Sky  rockets  indicate  a  celebration  of  the  anniversary. 
Ocean  steamers  are  assembling  here,  it  is  said,  to  take  our 
Corps  to  Texas.      Wood's  division  has  marching  orders. 

July  5. — Wood's  division  is  embarking  for  Texas. 

July  7. — Captain  Powers,  having  been  notified  of  the 
muster-out  of  his  Company  (B)  at  Xash- 
ville,  June  20,  is  relieved  from  duty  as 
acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  and 
goes  home.  A  general  order  read  to-day 
names  the  staff  for  First  Brigade  as  fol- 
lows :  Capt.  Charles  T.  Clark,  12oth,  is 
acting  Assistant  Adjutant  General ;  Capt. 
Edward  P.  Bates,  125th,  is  acting  Assis- 
tant Quartermaster ;  Capt.  John  H.  Rent, 
51st  Indiana,  Provost  Marshal ;  Capt. 
Henry  E.  Rives,  U.  S.  A.,  Commissary 
of  Subsistence  ;  Lieut.  R.  C.  Lane,  40th 
Indiana,  acting  Assistant  Inspector  General  :  Lieut.  H.  X. 
Steadman,  125th,  Aid-de-Camp  ;  Surg.  E.  A.  Merritield,  44th 
Illinois,  Chief  Surgeon.  Captain  Powers  takes  with  him  a 
valuable  document,  the  value  of  which  will  not  lessen  with 
age.  General  Opdycke  wrote  a  letter  before  we  left  Xash- 
ville,  expressing  his  appreciation  of  the  Captain's  services, 
specially  praising  him  for  good  conduct  at  Mission  Ridge, 
Dandridge,  Rocky  Face  Ridge,  in  the  Atlanta  cam[»aign  and 
at  Franklin  and  Xashville,  and  recommending  him  for  ap- 
pointment in  the  regular  army,  and  for  brevet  rank  of  Lieu- 
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tenant  Colonel,  and  it  lias  been  endorsed  by  Generals  Elliott, 
Stanley  and  Sheridan.  Tbe  following  men  of  Company  B 
were  mnstered-out  witb  the  Company,  rh.  Ord.  Sergt.  Rufus 
E.  Woods,  Sergeants  Albert  Matthews,  F.  H.  Knight  andW. 
K.  Fit(,'li  :  Corporals,  Sylvester  T.  Harshman,  Lyman  lioot, 
Wallace  J.  Henry,  Isaiah  Brown,  John  Thompson  and  Wil- 
liam Wasson  ;  Privates,  Oliver  Brown,  W^alter  Brown,  Jesse 
H.  Carey,  James  Cranston,  Warren  H,  Fishel,  Caleb  French, 
Harvey  Giddings,  John  Gillis,  Emory  Gilraore,  Thomas 
Lontzenhizar,  Norris  Meacham,  Apollos  P,  Morse,  John  C. 
Mossrnan,  George  Murdock,  Almond 
Peck,  Jas.  M.  Pollock,  Jones  K.  W^arren, 
Patrick  Welch  and  E.  C.  Woodworth. 
Tlie  following  were  transferred  to  Com- 
pany- C,  xiz.:  Tliomas  Brown,  G.  L. 
Cook,  C.  0.  Fitch,  John  W.  King,  George 
Pigott,  E.  M.  Reynolds,  G.  A.  Robinson 
and  George  Stratton.  Sergt.  George  P. 
Davis  and  Darius  Britton,  absent  sick, 
were  mustered-out  in  October.  Henr^'X. 
Tracy  Avas  discharged  at  camp  of  paroled 
prisoners.  Camp  Chase,  Ohio.  Apollos  P. 
Morse  was  taken  sick  and  went  home  before  tlie  regiment 
le:t  Ohio,  and  a  few  months  later  sent  a  substitute,  who  came 
0:1  and  served  to  the  end  of  the  war  and  mustered-out  under 
tlif  name  of  his  principal.  The  nal  name  of  the  real  soldier 
in  this  case  was  Joel  Carr.  Orlando  Bund}-  and  Franklin  J. 
Fobes  were  discharged  from  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  at 
same  time  with  mustei'-out  of  the  Compan}-.  W^illiam  D. 
Vesey,  transferred  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  was  promoted 
to  Cajitain  in  the  177th  Ohio  in  September,  1864. 

.Inly  10. — It  was  reported  in  camp  that  President  John- 
son had  been  assassinated,  but  the  report  was  soon  found  to 
be  false. 
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July  15. — Marching  orders  for  to-iiiorrow. 

July  16. —  At  1  p.  M.  marched  to  the  ship  "  Cliaiiipioii." 
Drew  live  days  rations.  Boiled  the  pork  on  sliore.  At  8 
p.  M.  went  on  board.  Tl)e  125th  is  on  tlie  to]^  deck.  It  is  a 
large  ship  and  four  regiments,  with  division  and  brigade  head- 
quarters, are  on  board.  The  ship  started  down  stream  some 
time  after  midnight. 

July  17. — Passed  Forts  Jackson  and  Pliilli[)s  at  1  p.  3i. 
At  3  p.  M.  we  are  out  of  sight  of  land  on  tlie  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  a  good  manv  are  sea  sick. 

July  18. — We  have  experienced  a  storm  at  sea.  125th 
men  were  ordered  to  go  below  and  sleep  wiiere  they  could 
find  room.  Very  few  were  able  to  sleep. 
The  ship  tossed  about,  and  a  majority 
were  sea  sick.  The  tliunder  seemed 
louder  and  the  rain  fall  more  copious 
than  on  land.  This  morning  the  waves 
roll  high,  but  the  storm  has  passed.  ]\Iost 
of  the  men  are  getting  over  their  sick- 
ness.    Some  are  very  sick. 

July  19.  —  The  sea  is  not  so  rough 
to-day.     At  o  p.  yi.  land  was  sighted,  and 
at  4  the  ship  anchored  near  the  entrance 
to    Mattagorda    Bay,    ten    miles    from    Indianola.       Other 
steamers  are  anchored  near  us. 

July  20. — A  large  number  of  steamers,  all  loaded  with 
troops,  are  at  anchor  here. 

July  21. — A  small  steamer  came  out  to-day  to  take  us 
otf,  but  on  attempting  to  lay  alongside  was  dashed  against 
our  ship  and  somewhat  injured.  She  then  steamed  away  and 
passed  inside  the  bar.  The  light  draft  ships  passed  inside 
to-day.  The  "  Ciiampion  "  and  a  few  others  can  not  pass 
the  bar. 

July  22. — Three  regiments  taken  off  today;  125th  left 
on  the  "  Champion."' 
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Jnly  23. — This  morning  the  captured  blockade  runner, 
^'  Zenobia,"  came  out  to  take  us  oti.  The  transfer  was  an 
excitins:  incident.  The  "Zenobia"  anchored  about  100 
yards  from  the  "  Champion,"  a  large  rope  was  stretched  from 
one  sliip's  deck  to  the  other,  on  which  was  a  ring  with  a  rope 
attached  to  it,  by  means  of  which  two  sailors  kept  a  small 
boat  in  position.  The  boat  passed  from  one  ship  to  the 
other  without  difficulty,  but  it  was  not  easy  to  get  into.  Our 
men  passed  down  a  stair,  and  as  a  wave  brought  the  boat 
l)eneath,  dropped  in.  A  good  many  were  nervous  about  it, 
and  the  man  who  tried  to  stand  after  his  feet  touched  the 
boat,  was  sure  to  pitch  headlong.  The 
men  on  deck  enjoyed  the  sport,  but  each 
in  turn  found  the  job  difficult.  Quite  a 
number  lost  their  guns  and  others  lost 
property.  All  were  transferred  at  last, 
and  the  "  Zenobia  "  weighed  anchor  and 
^  ^^^       steamed  up  to  Indianola.    There  the  regi- 

^^^^^^^^^^■j    ment  w^as    transferred    to  a   small  vessel 
^^^^  ^^^^^1    pi'<^p€lled   by  sail,  and    started    for    Port 
^^^^^^^^^^    Lavaca,  twelve  miles   up    the  bay.     The 
LEE  CATTHELL,  F  (1862).     ^^^^^  ^^.^^  ^^^^^,  crowdcd,  so  much  so  that 

men  could  not  move  about.  The  wind  was  light  and  pro- 
gress slow.  It  was  long  after  dark  when  we  disembarked  at 
Port  Lavaca,  and  all  were  glad  to  get  on  solid  ground  once 
more. 

July  24. — The  division  had  gone  towards  Victoria.  "VVe 
were  told  to  enjoj"  ourselves  until  noon  while  waiting  for 
wagons  to  return  from  the  camp.  We  looked  the  town 
over,  took  salt  water  baths,  ate  melons,  and  enjoyed  the 
occasion.  At  1  p.  m.  the  bugle  called  us  together,  and  at  2 
we  marched.  The  course  was  across  a  level  plain  covered 
with  coarse  grass.  ISTo  trees,  no  water;  the  heat  of  the  sun 
was  beyond  our  previous  experience.  It  was  one  of  the 
most  diiJicult  marches  we  ever  made.     The  otficers  relaxed 
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rules  and  permitted  stragg'ling.  Knapsacks  had  been  taken 
in  the  wagons  fortunately.  It  was  long  after  dark  when  the 
last  straggler  reached  camp,  but  all  came  in  safely  at  last. 
On  this  date  promotions  were  made  of  several  otftcers. 
First  Lieut.  Charles  C.  Chapman,  to  Captain  of  I ;  First 
Lieut.  Hezekiah  jST.  Steadman,to  Captain  of  K;  First  Lieut. 
Charles  Leimbach,  to  Captain ;  Sharon  French,  of  C,  to 
First  Lieutenant  of  E  ;  Benjamin  F.  Gardner,  of  E,  to  First 
Lieutenant  of  I,  and  Charles  C.  Coats,  of  G,  to  First  Lieu- 
tenant. Coats  lost  an  arm  at  Kenesaw  Mountain.  Leim- 
bach is  to  succeed  Captain  Bates,  but  as  we  have  not  enough 
men  for  Bates  to  muster  in  as  Major,  Leimbach  can  not 
muster  in  as  Captain. 

July  25. — Our  brigade  is  encamped  on  the  Lavaca 
River,  eight  or  ten  miles  from  Lavaca  Bay.  On  the  banks  of 
the  stream  are  live  oak  trees  covered  with  moss,  hanging  in 
festoons  from  the  branches,  and  the  moss  is  infested  with 
insects  and  small  snakes.  On  many  of 
the  trees  are  grape  vines  full  of  grapes. 
Aside  from  those  trees  there  is  no  shade 
as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach.  We  are  in 
the  midst  of  a  sandy  })lain,  covered  with  a 
coarse  grass  on  which  large  herds'of  cattle 
and  ponies  graze  and  thrive.  The  land  in 
this  vicinity  is  owned  b}"  a  Mexican,  whose 
ranch  is  a  mile  from  camp,  and  is  the  only 
house  within  several  miles  in  anydirection. 
The  proprietor  and  two  of  his  sons  are  ab-  ^-ee  cattri-ll,  f  (I«''.). 
sent  serving  in  the  Mexican  army,  opposed  to  the  Maximilian 
government,  leaving  at  home  his  wife,  several  small  children, 
the  oldest  a  boy  of  fourteen,  and  a  lot  of  negroes  who  wei-e 
until  recently  his  slaves.  The  only  fence  on  the  place  is  a 
strong  one,  enclosing  a  half  acre,  called  a  corral.  The 
camp  is  said  to  be  on  the  identical  spot  where  Colonel 
Irwin's  command,  of  General  Taylor's  army,  tirst  camped  on 


400 


OFDYCKE  TIGERS, 


Mexican  soil  (lm-in<;-  the  Mexican  war,  and  is  named  "  Camp- 
Irwin. ""  It  is  certain  that  the  Fourtli  Corps  is  doomed  to 
some  weeks  of  banishment  from  the  civilized  world.  The 
mosquitoes  are  large,  numeroos  and  powerful.  Mosquito 
nets  have  been  issued  to  us,  a  new  thing  in  our  soldier  out- 
iit.  No  attemjtt  will  be  made  to  drill ;  dress  parade  in  the 
evening  and  Sunday  inspection  will  be  about  the  only  occa- 
sions when  we  will  wear  coats  or  belts.  There  are  to  be  no 
pickets  or  camp  guards,  No  one  will  want  to  leave  camp 
in  daylight.  The  heat  is  too  much  to  face  and  there  is  no 
place  worth  visiting  within  ten  miles. 

The  oidy  guards  will  be  those  watching  Commissary  and 
Quartermaster  stores,  and  shelters  are  already  put  up  to 
shield  them  from  the  sun's  rays.  Why  are  we  here  'i  What 
did  the  Fourth  Corps  do  or  leave  undone  in  its  long  career 
that  led   to   this  banishment?     It   is   probably    for  a  double 

purpose.  The  government  wishes 
to  keep  a  force  under  arms  until 
things  have  settled  down  in  tlie 
Soutliern  States,  and  besides  it  is 
probable  that  France  will  be  re- 
(j nested  to  withdraw  her  troops 
from  Mexico  and  take  notice  of  the 
ability  and  readiness  of  the  United 
States  to  insist  upon  a  due  observ- 
ance of  the  so-called  "  Monroe  doc- 
trine." If  the  French  troops  are 
not  called  home  we  may  have  an- 
other war,  this  time  with  a  foreign 
foe.  We  did  not  enlist  for  two  wars,  but  will  wager  our 
pocket  knives  that  the  boysjwould  rather  fight  Maximilian's 
army  than  stay  here. 

July  27. — Division  Headquarters  are  with  the  Third 
Brigade,  about  two  miles  down  stream.  The  Third  Division 
is  at  Victoria.     (3ur   horses   were    left   at  New   Orleans  lor 
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Born  :March  19,  1844;  parents,  John  and  Nancy  (Casey)  Duncan; 
left  ]Vrillersburg  Academy  June  14,  18fi2,  and  enlinted ;  was  captured  aud 
parole<l  Sept.  15,  18()2;  was  exchanged  and  re-eiilisled  Aug.  1(>,  18(;l';  serve(l 
to  end  of  war. 
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want  of  transportation.      Wo  have  procured  ponies  from  the 
Mexican  family. 

July  28. — General  Opdycke  has  gone  N^orth  on  leave  ot 
absence.  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Conrad  is  in  command 
of  the  division. 

An  order  was  read  prohibiting  enlisted  men  from  g<:)ing 
more  than  two  miles  from  camp  without  a  }»ass  from  Brigade 
Headquarters.  Three  men  died  in  the 
hospital  last  night.  Neither  of  them 
belonged  to  our  regiment.  The  sunsets 
are  beautiful,  quite  as  fine  as  on  the 
ocean. 

July  29. — Games  are  raging  in  camp; 
chess,    checkers    and    cards.       Tlie    boys 
have  a  new  game  of  cards,  called  •'  strap 
poker."     The   one   who   loses   holds  out 
his  hand  for  the  winners  to  strike  with 
the  flat  side  of  a  ruler.     It  is  a  little  too         wh.liam  h.  lkk,  w. 
severe  to  get  into  general  favor  in  polite  society.     The  com- 
missary issues  first-class  beef.     A  good  steer  costs  o\\\y  five 
dollars  here. 

July  30  (Sunday). —  Xo  preaching  to-day.  Out  of 
respect  for  the  day  games  are  suspended,  and  everj^  one 
appears  to  be  reading  or  writing  letters.  Sanford  Armstrong, 
Company  C,  has  been  detailed  for  duty  at  Division  Head- 
(juarters. 

July  31. — The  monthly  return  to-day  shows: 


Present 11 

On  detached  ilnty 5 

Absent  with  leave 1 

Absent  sick 


officers 


207  men 
(55     " 
10     " 

71     " 


of  whom  1 7  are  sick 


Total 


17       officers,  353  men. 


Discharged  in  July  on  account  of  wounds  or  disability  : 
Morgan  Gray,  of  C;    David  W.  Sheets,  of  E;  Manoah  P. 
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Harris,  of  F;  Robert  W.  Thompson  (Color  Sergeant),  of  G; 
John  Close,  of  I,  and  William  H.  France,  of  K. 

August  1. — The  heat  would  be  unbearable,  but  for 
strong  breezes  from  the  gulf.  Twice  a  day  with  the  change 
of  the  tide  the  wind  blows  inland  for  a  couple  of  hours.  We 
are  free  from  mosquitoes  while  the  wind  blows.  Lieut.  J.  H. 
Bhickburn,  of  F,  is  api)ointed  Acting  Adjutant,  Thonum 
having  mustered  in  as  Captain  of  D. 

George  Putnam  of  II,  died  to-day  in  the  hospital.  A 
letter  from  John  Dalej^  of  G,  says  he  has  been  serving  on  the 
provost  guard  at  Chicago,  Ills.,  since  his  transfer  to  the  Vet- 
eran Reserve  Corps,  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  July  22. 
August  2. — Chaplain  Powell,  65th  Oliio,  came  up  to- 
day.    We  have  live  roll  calls  daily  now.     Some  of  the  boys 

have  been  roaming  over  the  coun- 
tr3%  and  the  frequent  roll  calls  are  to 
avoid  the  necessity  of  putting  on 
camp  guards.  There  is  a  camp  ru- 
mor that  we  are  to  be  mustered  out 
soon.  Every  one  repeats  it;  no  one 
believes  it.  Thomas  Fay  and  Rees 
C.  Davis  had  an  adventure  to-day. 
In  some  way  they  excited  the  notice 
of  a  broad-horned  bull,  and  the  irate 
bovine  charged.  Having  neitlier  for- 
tification nor  arms,  they  ran.  Fay 
svLVAN.s  bakkk,  a  us'..u).  jumping  the  creek  and  Davis  landing 
in  the  stream,  at  which  point  their  pursuer  gave  up  the  chase, 
August  3. — A  wagon  train  started  for  the  ISTew  Braun- 
fels  district,  ostensibly  for  grain  for  the  animals,  but  the 
teamsters  and  train  guards  are  liberally  supplied  with  coffee 
and  sugar,  to  trade  for  melons,  sweet  potatoes,  etc. 

August  4. — The  heat  was  very  oppressive  this  morning 
until  about  10,  when  the  tide  changed  and  the  wind  trom 
the  gulf  gave  us  a  respite. 
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Sergt.  R.  M.  Steele,  of  Company  I,  has  been  assigned  to 
duty  as  Brigade  Forage  Master.  His  cliief  pleasure  in  the 
appointment  is  the  privilege  of  riding  a  pony.  The  oificers' 
horses  have  come  up  at  last,  but  they  retain  a  few  ponies. 
Dress  parade  to-day  for  the  first  time  in  this  camp. 

August  5. — The  daily  routine  is  reveille  and  roll  call  at 
6  A.  M.;  l)reakfast  G:30  ;  then  police  the  camps  ;  9  a.  m.,  guard 
mount,  about  live  men  from  each  regiment ;  10  a.  m.,  roll  call  ; 
12  M.,  roll  call  and  dinner  ;  3  p.  m.,  roll  call ;  5  p.  m.,  roll  call 
and  dress  parade  ;  retreat  at  sundown,  and  an  hour  later  roll 
call  and  taps.  The  wagon  train  returned 
tills  evening,  and  we  are  well  sup}»lied 
with  sweet  potatoes  and  melons. 

August  6  (Sunday). — Inspection  at 
0  a.  xM.  Preaching  in  57th  Indiana  at  10 
a.  m.  and  3  p.  m.  The  services  were  well 
attended.  An  order  was  read  to  pardon 
all  the  men  who  left  the  command  with- 
out authority  while  en  route  from  Nash- 
ville, who  have  returned  to  duty.  All 
such  cases  had  been  previously  disposed 
of  in  the  125th. 

August  7. — Andrew  J.  Couch,  of  Company  I,  and  Joe 
Williams,  of  F,  have  been  detailed  as  teamsters. 

August  8. — Came  to  Indianola  with  a  wagon  train  to- 
day. Will  return  in  the  morning.  Captain  Bates,  A.  A.  Q. 
M.  for  brigade  is  here.  Fish  and  melons  are  cheap.  We 
get  Mexican  silver  for  change.  Citizens  say  fractional  cur- 
rency has  never  been  used  here,  and  that  before  the  war 
closed  greenbacks  were  seldom  seen.  The  currency  of  the 
neighborhood  is  silver. 

August  9. — When  the  wind  began  to  blow  from  the 
Gulf  this  morning  we  started  for  camp,  and  arrived  all  right. 

August  10. — Sergt.  Fred.  Allen,  of  D,  has  been  detailed 
as  a  clerk  for  Captain  Clark,  at  Brigade  Headquarters.     Re- 
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ceived  a  mail  to-daj.     Onl}^  letters.     No  newspapers.     We 
know  very  little  about  proceedings  in  the  United  States. 

August  11. — Captain  Steadman  is  making  a  collection. 
He  has  a  large  jar  of  alcohol  in  whicii  he  has  placed  a  horned 
frog,  a  hooded  adder,  a  thunder  snake,  several  tarantulas, 
centipedes,  etc. 

August  12. — We  have  a  large  number  of  sick  men. 
August    13  (Sunday). — Inspection.     No    preaching    in 
this  brigade  on  account  of  the  Chap- 
lain's absence. 

August  14. — Sergt.  J.  S.  Stinger 
and  Joe  Keys,  of  F,  went  with  the 
wagons  to  get  country  produce. 
Sharon  French,  of  Company  C,  has 
been  jiromoted  to  First  Lieutenant 
of  Coni})any  E,  to  date  August  5. 
CUiptain  Lane,  Brigade  Inspector, 
will  inspect  the  several  regiments; 
125th  comes  last  on  the  list  and  will 
be  reached  on  the  16th,  Capt. 
D.  A.  Stinger  is  under  treatment  tor 
a  boil,  and  Lieut.  R.  K.  Ilulse,  is  ill. 

August  15. — We  buried  a  soldier  of  the  44th  Illinois  to- 
day. If  he  had  been  discharged  at  Nashville,  he  might  have 
lived  many  years.  C.  L.  Gilbert,  of  1),  has  a  letter  from 
home  stating  that  his  cousins,  George  and  John  Gilbert,  died 
in  rebel  prisons.  John  was  a  member  of  Company  I),  and 
was  wounded  at  Resaca  and  ca]»tured.  George  belonged  to 
another  regiment. 

August  16. — A  busy  day,  cleaning  guns  and  accoutre- 
ments and  polishing  up  generally  for  inspection,  which  took 
place  this  afternoon.  At  9  p.  m,  the  wagons  returned. 
Stinger  and  Keys  brought  chickens,  sweet  potatoes  and 
melons. 
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August  17. — In  u  heavy  tlunulor  storm  to-day  a  tree 
was  blown  doAvn,  fell  across,  and  crushed  some  of  the 
Brigade  Headquarters  tents.  Colonel  Russell  had  a  narrow 
escape.  His  tent  Avas  next  to  the  tree.  The  statf  officers 
hoard  it  coming  and  escaped  in  good  time. 

August  18. — A  small  mail  came  to-day.  There  is 
something  wrong  with  the  arrangements  for  forwarding 
mail.  Every  one  complains.  Letters  received  speak  of 
other  letters  and  newspapers  forwarded,  but  which  have  not 
reached  camp.  It  is  probable  that  very  few  steamers  ply 
between  New  Orleans  and  Indianola. 

August  19. — Captain  Wilson,  mustering  officer  of  this 
division,  has  requested  a  report  of  dates 
of  expiration  of  term  of  service  of  the 
several  regiments.  That  set  the  gra})e 
vine  in  motion,  and  the  camp  is  full  of 
re})orts  of  the  most  conflicting  and  im- 
probable character  imaginable. 

August  20  (Sunday).  —  Inspection. 
No  preaching  in  the  First  Brigade  ;  went 
to  hear  Chaplain  Powell  preach  in  Third 
Brigade.  Ca[ttain  Vallendar  has  a  boil. 
Lieutenant  Payne  is  under  the  Surgeon's 
care.     Lieutenant  Ilulse  is  still  otf  duty. 

August  21. — Colonel  Bruft"  varied  the  routine  to-day 
by  having  battalion  drill  instead  of  dress  parade.  Rumors 
are  plenty.  News  is  scarce.  A  number  of  officers  have 
gone  to  Indianola,  Avhere  they  will  take  a  schooner  and  sail 
to  Shell  Island,  expecting  to  get  a  lot  of  fine  shells  and  have 
a  good  time. 

August  22. — The  only  break  in  the  routine  to-day  was 
mush  and  milk  for  supper.  George  Chapman  brought  the 
milk  from  the  Mexican's  ranclie.  The  mosquito  is  a  foe  not 
to  be  despised.  Our  regular  practice  is  to  take  a  lighted 
candle  to  bed,  then   tuck  in  the  mosquito  l)ar  and  wait  for 


OlCORCE  I'HiiKINS.  C  (1X1)5). 


4o6 


OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 


the  pests  concealed  in  the  clothing  to  come  forth.    After  kill- 
ing all  we  can  find,  the  lights  are  extinguished. 

August  23. — The  officers  returned  from  Indianola. 
Their  tri[)  was  not  a  success.  They  sailed  to  Shell  Island, 
anchored  near,  rowed  to  land,  but  were  soon  recalled  by  the 
Captain  of  the  schooner,  who  was  afraid  of  a  squall.  They 
weighed  anchor  and  started  on  the  return  trip,  l)ut  just 
before  reaching  the  harbor  encountered  a  squall ;  were 
obliged  to  take  in  sail  and  drop  anchor,  and  were  then 
tossed  about  for  half  an  hour  until  nearly  all  of  the  lands- 
men were  very  sick.  It  was  long  after  night  when  the}' 
finally  reached  the  wharf,  and  the  party  went  directly  to  the 

hotel,  where  the  proprietor  found  it 
somewhat  difficult  to  provide  beds 

«\  for  so  many.     John  Henson,  of  II, 

^^  *  has  been  ordered  to  report  at  Vic- 

toria for  duty  on  the  U.  S.  military 
railroads. 

August  24. — A  shower  of  rain 
about  noon.  After  dress  parade  a 
drizzling  rain  commenced  and  con- 
tinued until  after  taps. 

August  25.  —  Indications  are 
favorable  for  wet  weather  ;  frequent 
showers  during  the  day. 
August  26. — The  river  has  risen  rapidly.  The  cook  and 
a  couple  of  assistants  went  up  stream  and  got  some  logs  for 
fuel,  floated  them  down  and  had  a  livel}'  time  landing  them 
at  the  camp.  Frequent  showers  during  the  day  and  evening. 
A  good  many  found  their  blankets  and  clothing  wet  this 
morning. 

August  27. — The  sun  shines  upon  us  again.  We  had 
clearing-up  showers  during  the  day.  No  Sunday  services. 
The  river  is  raging.  The  springs  from  which  we  have  ob- 
tained water  are  overflowed.      It  is  impossible  to  cross  to 
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Brigade  Hemlquarti'rs.  The  4()tli  riuliaini  left  to-day  for  soiue 
point  oil  the  coast.  ' 

August  28. — The  rain  has  ceased.  Everybody  had  their 
bhmkets  and  clothing  in  the  sun  this  niorniug.  We  get  no 
mails. 

August  29. — A  new  game  is  raging.  Some  one  found  a 
lot  of  marbles  for  sale  in  a  store  at  Indianola  and  bronght 
them  to  camp.  It  would  surprise  our  friends  in  Ohio  to  see 
the  intense  interest  in  the  games.  We  are  only  big  boys,  after 
all.  Perhaps  the  extraordinary  zeal  results  from  the  same 
motive  that  prompts  the  prisoner  in  a  dark  cell  to  throw 
away  a  pin  and  then  search  for  it.      We  must  do  something. 

August  30. — Hot,  sultry  weather.  ISTo  mail,  no  news; 
not  even  a  grapevine  rumor.     No  dress  parade. 

August  31. — Mustered  for  pay,  but  of  course  there  is  no 
paymaster  in  Texas. 

Discharged  in  August  for  wounds  or  disability  :  L.  II. 
Curtis  and  E,  M.  Reynolds,  of  C;  Corp.  William  S.  Strahl, 
of  E;  John  North,  of  F;  (Uuirles  F. 
Davis  and  Hamuel  Getz,  of  I,  and  Daniel 
Kohler,  of  K. 

September  1. — That  long  delayed 
mail  came  before  breakast.  Almost  every- 
body received  one  or  two  letters,  but  we 
are  sure  many  more  are  lodged  some- 
where en  route.  Those  received  are  of 
recent  dates,  and  must  have  come  right 
through  from  Ohio.  There  has  been  a 
reorganization,    by   which    the    Fourth  ,iou  nasdn,  t. 

Corps  ceased  to  exist.  This  division  is  now  styled  ''  Second 
Division,  Central  District  of  Texas."  Ord.  Sergt.  John  II. 
Whitaker,  of  D,  was  discharged  to-day  for  disabihty,  and 
Hudson  Fitch  becomes  Orderly  Sergeant. 

September  2. — A  fresh  supply  of  sweet  potatoes  arrived 
to-day.  Walked  up  to  division  hospital.  Only  a  half  dozen 
125th  men  there  now,  and  they  are  all  convalescent. 
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September  3  (Sunday). — Inspection.  No  preaching  in 
First  Brigade.  Chaplain  Leonard  has  not  returned  from 
New  Orleans. 

September  4. — A  party  of  officers,  consisting  of  Colonel 
Russell  and  staff,  Col. William  Clark,  26th  Ohio;  Colonel  Brutf, 
and  one  oi'  two  officers  from  each  regiment,  are  on  a  fishing 
trip  at  the  l)ay  near  the  mouth  of  the  Lavaca  River. 

September  5. — Up  at  sunrise. 
Fish  and  oysters  for  breakfast.  Bj- 
9  o'clock  the  heat  became  oppres- 
sive. There  was  no  shade  outside 
the  wagon,  and  it  was  voted  to 
return  to  camp. 

September  6. — The  daily  rou- 
tine, except  that  we  had  a  battalion 
drill  this  evening  instead  of  dress 
parade. 

Septeml)or  7. — Surgeon  McKim 
tendered  his  resignation,  assigning 
business  matters  at  home  requiring 
his  immediate  personal  attention,  as  his  reason  for  so  doing. 
It  was  not  accepted.  George  Waterman,  of  C,  was  dis- 
charged on   this  date. 

Se[itember  8. — The  breeze  from  the  gulf  was  cooler  than 
usual  to-day.  This  evening  it  is  reported  that  orders  for  the 
muster-out  of  this  regiment  are  at  Corps  Headquarters.  True 
or  false  everyone  is  excited  by  the  report.  We  learn  that  a 
number  of  125th  men  serving  in  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 
have  been  mustered  out,  viz.:  Israel  Fagley,  of  D,  in  May ; 
Simon  II.  Andrews,  of  C,  and  Linus  S.  Gilbert,  of  ]),  in 
June  ;  Thomas  C.  E*vans  and  Evan  G.  Morris,  of  D,  William 
Astle,  of  H,  and  Franklin  Fulton,  of  K,  in  July  ;  Bert  Hollo- 
way,  of  E,  Mathew  Dulybon  and  Alfred  Maxon,  of  F,  John 
F.  Burr,  of  H,  and  Lewis  N.  Robinson,  of  K,  in  August. 
Other  125th  men  still  serving  in  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, 
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so  far  as  known,  arc:  George  S.  Hill,  of  D;  George  L. 
Arnold,  William  Chamberlain,  Thomas  Elder,  Joseph  F. 
Randolph  an<l  James  Woodard,  of  E ;  Clande  Clere  and 
Marion  Woodrutl",  of  F  ;  Ferdinand  Grime  and  Charles  H. 
Knapp,  of  G  ;    Patrick  Donoghue,  of  I. 

September  9. — Everybody  is  happy  to-day  in  the  belief 
that  we  are  going  home  soon. 

September  10. — A  very  hot  Sunday,  x^o  preaching  in 
camp. 

September  11. — A  cool  wind  from  the  gulf  this  morning 
reduced  the  temperature  sliglitly. 

September  12. — Attended  the  funeral  of  the  Surgeon  of 
the  57th  Indiana,  and  witnessed  Masonic  ceremonies  in  addi- 
tion to  military  honors. 

September  13. — They  are  rigging  up  tables  on  which  to 
make  out  the  muster-out  rolls.  The  blanks  have  not  arrived. 
Lieutenant  Postlewait  is  having  trouble 
with  his  wounded  leg,  and  is  under  the 
surgeon's  care. 

September    14.  —  Captain    Chapman 
is  ill. 

September   15 Brigade    inspection 

is  in  progress.  Our  regiment  was  in- 
spected this  forenoon.  Showers  of  rain 
in  the  afternoon  have  lowered  the  tem- 
perature. 

September    16. — ISTo    tidings   of  the 
muster-out  rolls.     The  boys  begin  to  lose  hope.     No  mails 
for  several  days  past, 

September  17  (Sunday). — Inspection,  No  preaching  in 
this  brigade  and  no  dress  parade,  but  the  order  for  muster- 
out  came.  Colonel  Bruii"  read  it  to  the  regiment.  Every- 
body is  cheerful  to-night. 

September  18, — The  blanks  for  muster-out  rolls  were 
received  at  8  a.  m,,  and  the  work  of  making  them  com- 
menced forthwith. 
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September  19. — Work  on  the  rolls  progressing.  Onr 
men  on  tletaclied  duty  are  coming  to  the  regiment.  Several 
arrived  to-day.  We  are  going  home.  Captain  Steadman 
was  relieved  from  duty  as  Aide-de-Camp  and  came  over  to 
assist  in  making  out  the  rolls. 

September  20. — It  is  said  we  will  be  mustered  out  on 
Saturday.  Charles  M.  Maltby,  of  K,  is  promoted  to  first 
Lieutenant,  too  late  to  be  mustered.  Sergt.  Jonathan  C. 
Giddings,  of  D,  has  been  discharged  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for 
disability.  Philip  M.  Sigler,  of  F,  has  been  discharged  at 
Camp  Dennison,  Ohio.  Peter  Zeller,  of  H,  was  discharged 
at  Benton  Barracks,  Missouri. 

September  22. — The  muster-rolls  are 
complete.  We  have  had  no  mails  for  a 
good  many  clays. 

September    23. — We    are    citizens. 
The  mustering  officer  arrived  this  morn- 
ing.      Called  the  roll  of  each  company 
in  turn.     Each  man  signed  the  roll.     We 
expect  to  start  home  on  Monday. 

List  of  officers  and  men  mustered 
out   with  the   command    September    23, 

OSCAK  OKK,    K   (l.S'.IO).  ISp.^   • 

Field  and  Staff. — Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  Brufi",  Surgeon 
William  E.  McKim. 

Company  C. — Capt.  Edward  P.  Bates,  First  Lieut.  Rich- 
ard K.  Hulse,  First  Sergt,  Mark  Keith,  Sergt.  Sidney  Higgins, 
Sergt.  Clinton  H.  Phelps,  Sergt.  John  Murphy,  Sergt.  Zalmon 
F.  Morris,  Color  Corp.  William  S.  Thorn,  Corp.  James  Sanner, 
Corp.  Robert  Parker,  Corp.  Rees  C.  Davis,  Corp.  Clark 
Van  Wie,  Corp.  Archibald  Hill,  Corp.  Thomas  D.  Comerford, 
Sanford  Armstrong,  Wm.  R.  Arnold,  John  T.  Bell,  Jared 
Boutou,  Enoch  Boyd,  Edward  Brimer,  Charles  Brown, 
Walter  Cheney,  Bernard  Comerford,  Gilbert  L.  Cook, 
James  Corcoran,  Thomas  Fay,  C.  Orasmus  Fitch,  John  Hall, 
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John  Ilandley,  Kimmel  K.  Harrison,  John  Avery  Ilarwood, 
Frederick  Keck,  John  W.  King,  Qiiincy  Latin,  James  W. 
Leet,  William  McKinley,  John  D.  Malian,  Samuel  Meachem, 
Joseph  Miller,  William  M.  Orr,  John  C.  Osborn,  George 
Perkins,  Thomas  R.  Pinks,  Ralph  II.  Porter,  Minos  Radclitt", 
Warren  Sawdy,  Seneca  St.  John,  George  Stratton,  Michael 
Swartz,  William  Thompson,  Alexander  Vesey,  Nathan  C. 
Warden,  Lewis  Williams,  Cassius  M.  Zedaker  and  George 
Rummage.  Leroy  Fuller  and  George  Pigott,  absent  sick, 
were  mustered  out  from  hospital. 

Company  D. — Capt.  Freeman  Thoman,  First  Lieut. 
Charles  Leimbach,  First  Sergt.  Hudson  Fitch,  Sergt.  Edwin 
I).  Scripture,  Sergt.  John  S.  Williams, 
Sergt.  Frederick  L.  Allen,  Corp.  Sylva- 
nus  Force,  Corp.  Henry  E.  Oharo,  Corp. 
Charles  Smith,  Corp.  Henry  Young,  (^orp. 
Thomas  Gillen,  Corp.  David  B.  Krider, 
Corp.  Almond  Hitching,  Hiram  Allen, 
Isaac  S.  Black,  Henry  E.  Dawson,  John 
Flack,  C.  Lafayette  Gilbert,  Henry  Hist, 
John  King,  James  Morrison,  James  Mul- 
lane}^  John  Putnam,  John  Walters, 
Horace  Wetmore.  Andrew  J.  Gillen  geokge  muxei:,  i  (isso). 
was  absent  on  account  of  wound ;     probably  discharged  at 

hospital. 

Company  E. — Capt.  Waldern  S.  Williams,  First  Lieut. 
Sharon  French,  First  Sergt.  John  Kime,  Sergt.  William  V. 
Nickerson,  Sergt.  Francis  M.  Brown,  Sergt.  James  A.  N^eeds, 
Sergt.  John  A.  Bell,  Corp.  Clarkson  F.  Randolph,  Corp. 
Duckworth  Hargraves,  Corp.  Carsner  Booker,  Corp.  Hiel 
M.  Danley,  Cor[».  William  McGachey,  Corp.  Conrad  Michael, 
Corp.  E.  Prindle  Phifer,  William  Anthony,  James  R.  Camp- 
bell, Martin  Genster  (served  in  Company  H),  John  McFar-, 
land,  Tarlton  Mason,  James  H.  Merryhue,  James  B.  Scott 
Charles  Thompson,  John  M.  Tipple,  Nathan  Woodyard. 
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CoMi'Axv  F.— Capt.  Cliarles  T.  Clark,  First  Lieut. 
Josiali  H.  Blackburn,  First  Sergt.  Henry  G.  Russell,  Sergt. 
Jacob  Jewell,  Sergt.  Jeremiah  S.  Stinger,  Color  Sergt.  John 
Warnian,  Sergt.  John  R.  Clark,  Corp.  JSTathan  R.Hall,  Corp. 
Henry  Whitnier,  (/Orp,  James  Willemin,  Corp.  John  Getz, 
Corp.  Adam  L.  Forney,  Corp.  William  Beckholt,  Corp.  Wil- 
liam Beeny,  Corp.  William  B.  Scott,  George  W.  Chapman, 
Daniel  Cooper,  James  C.  Fleming,  Henry  Graham,  Joseph 
H.  Keys,  William  Lowry,  John  Mc^N^urland,  W^illiam  M. 
McNurland,  Jeiierson  Melick,  John  P.  Reagh,  Elmos  Is". 
Ross,  Jacob  Sautter  (served  in  Company  H),  James  Foster 
Scott,  Clay  C.  Searight,  Michael  Sullivan,  Elijah  Tipton, 
Carey  Tuttle,  Joseph  Williams,  Alexander  Yoder,  Jacob 
Yoder.  Eli  Yoder,  absent  sick,  was  mustered  out  in  October. 
Company  G. — Ca[)t.  Daniel  A.  Stinger,  First  Lieut.  Henry 
A.  Donaldson,  First  Sergt.  Josepli  E.  Pero,  Sergt.  James 
Logan,  Sergt.  John  Simpson,  Sergt.  James  M.  Reynolds, 
Sergt.  Alexander  Van  Gorder,  Corp. 
Thomas  R.  Hanna,  Corp.  Michael  Stras- 
baugli,  Corp.  David  Shaffer,  Corp.  Rich- 
ard J.  Hands,  William  Benson,  Charles 
Clodell,  John  Donevan,  Joseph  Garety, 
Edwin  Hudson,  David  Lyons,  William 
0.  Major,  Daniel  Mead,  Anton  Misler 
(served  in  Company  H),  Alexander  Ran- 
dall, Daniel  Shay,  Lewis  Spickler,  James 
Tannyhan,  James  Wade,  Calvin  Young 
and  Henry  Richards,  colored  undercook. 
Several  Company  G  men  were  absent  on  detached  duty  or 
sick,  and  were  mustered  out  al)out  the  same  time,  mz : 
Senseny  J.  Strealy,  Christopher  Berry,  Harrison  H.  Fitch, 
Traverse  A.  Hall,  William  Hartman,  George  H.  Richardson, 
David  Robson,  John  Smith,  George  S.  Stoker. 

Company  H. — Capt.    Anthony  A^^llendar,    First    Lieut. 
Darius  W.  Payne,  First  Sergt.   Henry    Ross,   Sergt.   Leroy 
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Thompson,  Sergt.  John  Duffy,  Sergt.  John  Brandan,  Sergt. 
Noah  H.  Willey,  Corp.  Samuel  Josliii,  Corp.  Fayette  Dai-ling, 
Corp.  WilHam  Mason,  Corp.  R.  Silllieiseh,  Corp.  Anslem 
Meyer,  Corp.  John  Henson,  Theodore  Allardt,  Oscar  C. 
Ames,  Charles  Eckerman,  Valentine  Gleich,  Herman  .  F. 
Jones,  Frederick  Nauck,  August  rietsch,  Michael  (^uirk, 
William  11.  Rawdon,  George  Seyfert,  Merrick  Q.  Smith, 
Lester  C.  Stolliker,  Frederick  Wolf. 

Company  I. — Capt.  Charles  ('.  Chapman,  First  Lieut. 
Benjamin  Gardner,  First  Sergt.  Francis  Cassil,  Sergt.  John 
W.  Stoner,  Sergt.  Reubin  M.  Steele,  Sergt.  Richard  Roessler, 
Sergt.  Thomas  Barrett,  Coi-p.  William 
Corbin,  Corp.  Simon  P.  Primer,  Corp. 
George  Rath,  Corp.  Cliarles  Wetz,  Corp. 
Henr}'  Phillips,  Corp.  William  Caughey, 
Corp.  Augustus  Jacobs,  Corp.  William 
Dunker,  Thomas  Z.  Bal)cock,  John  Baker, 
Jonathan  Ballinger,Josepli  M.Brown, An- 
drew J.  Couch,  Aurelius  Curtis,  Wm.  W. 
Davidson, Wm.  Duncan,  Albert  W.  Fisher, 
Joseph  Friend,  Isaac  Gibson,  David  Gor- 
rell,  Samuel  Green,  David  Gunter,  James  likit.  thos.  r.  mahan 
Haley,  John  J.  Hardy,  Edward  Hatfield,  Micliael  Hill,  John 
Hudson,  Samuel  A.  Justice,  John  Kibble,  Harrison  Lee  (real 
name  Alfred  L.  Gilpen),  Crowell  Mikesell,  Edward  E.  Mil- 
burn,  George  Miller,  Ohio  Miller,  Charles  Miller,  Job  Nason, 
James  Pepple,  Benjamin  J.  Porter,  Elden  R.  Porter  (i-eal 
name  E.  R.  Daley),  Albert  Radel,  Thomas  Richmond,  John 
C.  Rockafield,  Gustave  Seydler,  George  H.  Stull,  AVilliam  ]^. 
Swihart,  William  Tuftbrd,  August  Weber,  William  Wrether- 
ford,  Peter  Zeller,  Elijah  Zufall. 

Company  K. — Capt.  Hezekiah  N.  Steadnian,  First  Lieut. 
Alexander  H.  Postlewait,  First  Sergt.  Charles  M.  Maltby, 
Sergt.  Josiah  W.  Morgan,  Sergt.  John  Porter,  Sergt.  Oren 
Payne,    Sergt.    John  F.  Sherer,  Sergt.  John  R.    Rathburn, 
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Corp.  Montezuma  St.  Jolm,  Corp.  Daniel  W.  Mathews,  Corp. 
David  Shaffer,  Corp.  James  M.  Carter,  Corp.  Chauncey 
W.  Aniidon,  Cor}).  Tliomas  Gibbons,  Corp.  John  Croucli, 
Corp.  William  Iv.  Carr,  John  S.  Algoe,  Major  P.  Amy,  Eli 
Burley,  William  Davidson,  Jacob  Finsterwald,  David  Fox, 
Robert  L.  Fulton,  Zephaniah  Fulton,  Noah  W.  Ferguson, 
Warren  S.  Hackett,  Johji  Hardman.  Benjamin  Harman, 
William  Jeffers,  David  Knapp,  Nicholas  Knap}),  Morris  K. 
Lowry,  Henry  G.  Masters,  Jos.  D.  Masters,  Charles  Meeker, 
Jacob  Menen,  David  Moier,  Oscar  Orr,  George  Overmeyei-, 
Michael  Sanders,  Horace  F.  Swift,  John  Warner,  William 
Welling,  Ira  Wooley,  William  Young.     Daniel  S,  Halstead, 

Chaik's  Finsterwald  and  Henry  Warren, 

absent     sick 


m  ^ 


were     discharged    without 


JDining. 

September  24. — No  Sunday  inspec 
tion.  Spent  the  day  visiting  friends  in 
the  other  regiments.  At  7  P.  m.  Cha})lain 
Powell  came  over  from  the  Third  Brigade 
and  preached  a  farewell  sermon.  Text, 
,1  olin  XIX  :  30.  He  had  a  large  congrega- 
tion and  all  were  interested  in  the  sermon. 
JOHN  A. Canon,  c  (isi)5).      ^y^  }j.^yg  marching  orders  for  to-morrow. 

September  25. — Reveille  at  2  a.  xM.  "  Strike  tents  "  at 
3.  At  4  A.  M.  the  26th  Ohio  band  came  over  and  played  a 
farewell,  and  we  marched  away.  With  all  our  longing  for 
iiome,  we  })art  from  our  comrades  of  other  regiments  with 
feelings  of  sadness.  We  marched  to  Port  Lavaca,  boarded 
a  small  steamboat,  the  "Diana,"  and  ran  down  to  Indianola, 
where,  at  5  \\  m.,  we  transferred  to  the  steamship)  "Suwanee," 
and  run  down  the  bay  eight  miles,  where  the  shi}T  anchored. 
There  is  a  gale  blowing  on  the  Gulf.  It  is  said  to  be  dan- 
gerous to  attem}:)t  to  cross  the  bar  when  the  waves  are  liigh. 

September  26. — The  ship  moved  down  to  a  point  near 
the  entrance  to  the  bay  and  again  ancliored.     We  can  see  the 
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waves  rollii^e^  in  and  breaking,  but  the  water  is  not  very  rough 
inside  the  bay.  We  killed  time  as  best  we  coukl.  Most  every 
one  tried  fishing,  but  only  a  few  were  successful. 

September  27. — Still  anchored  inside  the  bar.  The  storm 
is  heavy  outside  and  we  have  a  choppy  sea  in  the  bay. 
Colonel  Brutt"  liorrowed  a  boat,  manned  by  sailors,  and  went 
ashore.  On  his  return  he  reported  that  there  was  no  prospect 
of  our  getting  out  to-day.  After  dinner.  Captain  Clark  boi'- 
rowed  a  boat  to  take  a  party  to  an  island  for  shells,  and  called 
for  vohinteers  to  take  the  oars.  A  num- 
ber ofiered  to  go.  The  ship  Captain 
watched  tlie  proceedings,  saying  he 
doubted  the  ability  of  the  soldiers  to 
handle  the  boat.  When  all  were  seated, 
the  boat  was  gently  dropped  into  the 
water  and  the  boys  did  their  best  to  })ull 
together,  but  failed.  The  choppy  sea  was 
too  much  foi-  them.  Sergeant  Russell 
broke  his  oar.  Seeing  they  could  not 
manage  the  enterprise,  the  ship  Captain  s.  d.  Howkm^s,  k  (is64;. 
threw  a  line  to  them,  by  which  the  land  lubbers  pulled  them- 
selves back  and  climbed  to  the  deck.  They  then  begged  foi' 
a  few  sailors  to  row  the  boat.  The  request  was  granted,  and 
the  party  got  off,  returning  in  the  evening  with  all  the  shells 
they  could  carry. 

September  28. — Still  at  anchor.  The  delay  is  submitted 
to  with  as  good  grace  as  could  be  expected  from  old  soldiers 
who  are  homeward  bound.  Another  party  of  oiRcers  went 
after  shells.  This  evening  tlie  wind  has  fallen.  It  is  said  we 
will  cross  the  bar  in  the  morning. 

September  29. — Soon  after  daylight  the  fires  were  started 
under  the  boilers.  A  pilot  came  on  board,  and  at  8  a.  m.  the 
anchor  was  shipped  and  we  headed  for  the  bar.  The  siiip 
Captain  requested  all  the  men  on  deck  to  form  in  i-anks, 
massed  near  the   stern,   and   be   ready   to   obey    his   orders. 
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While  crossing  tiic  bar,  the  ship  grated  on  the  sand  and  the 
Captain  shouted,  "Run  forward,  every  one  of  you."  Tlie  boys 
charged  witli  a  will,  but  without  knowing  the  reason  for  the 
order.  In  a  moment  more  tlie  Captain  said,  "You  can  scatter 
no^v,  we  are  outside  the  bar."  The  sea  is  rough,  and  a  good 
man}^  are  sea  sick,  but  many  of  those  who  were  sick  coming 
over  are  all  riglit  now. 

September  30. — We  are  headed 
for  Galveston  instead  of  ISTew*  Or- 
leans, and  are  in  sight  of  land  part 
of  the  time.  It  seems  our  long  stay 
in  Matagorda  Bay  exhausted  the 
supply  of  provisions  and  fresh  water, 
and  necessitates  a  stop  at  Galveston. 
Reached  the  quarantine  dock  at  3 
I'.  M.,  and  waited  for  the  doctor,  lie 
came  after  a  long  wait  and  found  us 
all  right.  We  crossed  the  bar  at  5, 
and  reached  a  wdiarf  in  the  city  at 
FREDERi,  K  RECK,  c  (i«.5).         g    p^    j^j_     Guards   were    posted  but 

passes  were  given  freely,  and  nearly  all  took  a  walk  in  the 
city. 

October  1. — The  ship  was  taking  on  coal,  provisions 
and  water  until  noon.  Left  the  wiiarf  at  2  p.  m.,  crossed  the 
bar  an  hour  later,  and  are  well  on  tlie  way  to  iTew  Orleans. 
The  sea  is  very  smooth. 

October  2. — Michael  Quirk,  of  Company  H,  died  at  11 
o'clock  last  night,  and  was  buried  at  sea  this  morning.  The 
remains  were  sewed  up  in  a  sack  with  a  cannon  ball  attached 
at  the  foot,  and  lay  upon  a  board  on  deck  during  the  short 
funeral  service.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  service  the  l)oard 
was  raised,  one  end  rested  upon  the  ship's  rail  and  the  other 
end  elevated  until  the  corpse  slid  off  and  plunged  beneath 
the  waves. 
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October  3. — After  noon  large  nnnibers  of  jiorpoiscs 
were  in  sight.  The  boys  tried  to  catch  one  with  a  hook  and 
line  bated  with  a  loaf  of  bread,  but  failed  to  get  a  bite. 
Others  watched  for  favorable  chances  and  tried  to  shoot  one, 
but  wasted  their  ammunition.  When  near  the  ship  they 
cut  througli  thew^aterat  a  wonderful  speed.  At  7  p.  m.  took 
on  a  pilot  and  proceeded  to  cross  the  bar,  and  then  went  up 
the  Mississippi  thirt}'  miles  to  tlie  (quaran- 
tine station,  where  the  ship  anchored  foi' 
the  night. 

October  4. — The  quarantine  physi- 
cian came  on  board  at  sunrise.  At  7  a.  m. 
the  anclior  was  raised  and  the  ship  moved 
up  the  river.  It  was  a  pleasant  trip.  We 
enjoNed  looking  at  the  fine  plantations 
and  villages.  Our  spirits  rise  wdth  each 
advance  towards  home.  At  6  p.  m.  the 
City  of  ]S[ew  Orleans  was  in  sight ;  at  7 
we  lay  at  a  wharf  at  the  upper  end  of  the  city.  Passes  were 
given  to  those  who  wished  to  take  a  walk  on  shore. 

October  5. — Passes  were  given  this  morning,  expii'iiig 
at  or  before  noon.  At  1  p.  m.  we  left  the  ship,  iiiarched  up 
street  to  an  old  cotton  warehouse,  in  which  we  are  quartered. 
Passes  can  be  had  for  asking,  and  most  of  the  men  were  out 
in  the  city. 

October  6. — Notice  was  given  this  moi-ning  that  we 
would  march  to  a  river  steamboat  at  noon.  It  is  re])orted 
that  there  is  a  w^arehouse  full  of  mail  for  the  Fourth  Corps. 
Our  postmaster  has  been  searching  the  mass  for  letters 
addressed  to  the  125th,  and  brought  in  a  large  number,  but 
thinks  there  are  ten  times  as  many.  It  would  be  a  big  job 
to  lind  them.  At  1  p.  m.  we  boarded  the  ^jfeamboat  "Mag- 
nolia," a  fine,  large,  new  boat.  At  5  v.  m.  left  the  wdiarf  and 
ai-e  making  fast  time  up  stream. 


E.  G.  Jacoby,  I. 
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()ct(»l»or  7. — Sliortl}^  after  claj'light  the  l)()at  stopped  at 
Baton  ]\oiiii-e,  remaining-  only  a  few  minutes.  We  find  that 
old  soldiers  are  at  a  discount,  not  the  equals  socially  of 
citizens.  Only  commissioned  otHcers  are  permitted  to  go  on 
the  upper  decks  or  in  the  cabin,  although  there  are  less  than 
fifty  civilian  passengers  on  the  boat.  Some  of  the  officers, 
took  sick  men  into  their  staterooms  and  had  a  war  of  words 
with  the  olticers  of  the  boat  about  it.  Our  clothes  are  old 
and  faded,  but  they  are  clean.  Some  of  the  boys  offered  to 
pay  the  regular  rates  for  staterooms  and  meals  and  were 
refused,  although  two-thirds  of  the  rooms  are  empty.  We 
are  indignant. 

October  8. — Reached  Vicksburg  after 
sunrise.  John  Hall,  of  Company  C,  died 
this  morning  and  his  remains  were  sent  to 
the  General  Hospital  at  Vicksburg  for 
interment.  He  was  sick  when  we  started, 
l)ut  hoped  that  after  reaching  the  bay  the 
trip  on  the  water  would  be  safer  than  to 
remain  in  hospital,  and  he  was  so  anxious 
to  get  home.  The  boat  run  into  a  tree 
top  after  dark,  and  after  getting  out  tied 


S.  A.  Justice,  I  (isoo). 

Up  for  the  night, 

October  9, — Shortly  after  sunrise  when  the  fog  began  to 
lift,  the  "  Magnolia"  started  and  made  fast  time  until  about 
9  A,  M.,  when  there  was  an  explosion  like  the  boom  of  a  can- 
non, and  in  a  moment  the  boat  was  filled  with  steam.  Men 
rushed  to  the  sides  ready  to  jump  overboard.  Women 
screamed,  and  for  a  short  time  there  was  intense  excitement. 
We  soon  realized  that  the  boat  was  still  fioating,  and  every 
one  asked,  "  What  is  it  V  "  "  What  happened  ?  "  By  that 
time  some  one  had  discovered  the  extent  of  the  damage,  and 
the  information  passed  from  one  to  another,  and  all  over  the 
boat  in  a  few  seconds.  A  cylinder  head  had  blown  out  and 
the  piston    rod  was  broken.     One   man   in   Company  I  was 
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severely  iiijui'ed,  unci  several  otlierswere  more  or  less  injured 
by 'hot  steam.  Tlie  crew  disconnected  the  machinery  on  one 
side  and  the  boat  proceeded  using  the  wheel  on  one  side 
only.  Just  before  sundown  we  landed  at  a  wood  station  on 
the  Arkansas  shore,  and  the  boys  took  a  turn  in  the  forest 
while  the  neo-roes  carried  wood  on  board.  The  bell  rang  to 
recall  stragglers,  and  a  few  minutes  later  the  planks  were 
hauled  in,  but- it  was  a  full  hour  before  the  boat  managed  to 
work  loose  and  get  fairly  out  into  the  river.  The  incon- 
venience of  only  one  wdieel,  and  that  on 
the  shore  side,  was  very  apparent.  Lieu- 
tenjint  Payne  is  on  the  sick  list. 

October  10. — This  morning  found  us 
still  going  up  stream,  but  slowly.  Stopped 
once  for  wood  and  got  off  again  without 
much  trouble.  August  Weber,  of  Com- 
pany I,  died  to-day.  He  had  been  ill  at 
C'amp  Irwin  ;  returned  from  hospital  Sep- 
tember 11,  and   was  believed  to  be  con- 

„„i  ,      1       ,  ,1  1  •  ,       K.  K.  Hakki.son,  G  (I8SO). 

valescent,   but  Avas  taken  down  again  at 

jSTew  Orleans  on  the  oth.     It  is  thought  the  boat  will  not  tie 

up  to-night. 

October  11. — The  boat  r-cn  all  night,  but  very  slowly. 
Our  progress  to-day  was  slow.  Stopped  once  for  wood  and 
were  told  that  the  supply  would  take  us  to  Cairo,  and  it 
did.     We  tied  up  here  about  bed  time. 

October  12. — At  Cairo.  We  left  the  boat  early  and 
bivouacked  on  the  wharf.  At  2  p.  m.  marched  to  the  Illinois 
Central  liailroad  and  boarded  a  train  of  freight  cars.  We 
are  still  cattle,  but  will  l)e  men  in  a  few  days.  Steele,  of  I, 
says  old  soldiers  are  too  got)d  to  ride  in  common  coaches. 
At  all  events  we  go  as  freight,  but  the  goverimient  probably 
pays  passenger  rates  for  our  transportation.  There  is  one 
old  coach  on  the  train  for  the  ofKcers.  Left  Cairo  at  4  \\  m. 
It  rains  and  o-rows  colder. 
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October  13. — At  dayliglit  the  train  was  at  Sandoval  wait- 
ing to  be  transferred  to  the  Ohio  &  Mississippi  Railroad.  Left 
Sandoval  at  7  a.  m.  and  made  very  slow  progress,  waiting  on 
side  tracks  for  other  trains  to  pass  abont  half  the  time.  The 
track  is  rough,  and  we  are  jolted  about  considerably.  We 
would  })refer  to  march. 

October  14. — Still  jolting  along,  when  not  lying  on  side 
tracks.  We  wait  for  and  pass  a  train  at  nearly  every  station. 
Colonel  Bruff  says  we  are  not  billed  as  fast  freight.  The 
weather  is  cold.  I'robably  we  feel  it  more,  coming  direct 
from  liades. 

October  15. — Keached  Cincinnati  at  7  a.  m.  Left  the 
cars  with  great  alacrity,  considering  how  stiff  our  joints  are 
from  long  confinement  in  the  cars. 
Marched  to  the  Little  Miami  de[)ot,  and 
finding  no  cars  at  hand,  the  boys  proceed- 
ed to  make  coffee,  breakfast  and  clean  u[) 
a  little.  Left  Cincinnati  at  11  a.  m.  on 
}»assenger  coaches.  They  know  we  are 
'' r)uckeye8,'''  and  jtrobabl}'  think  we 
would  grease  their  rails  if  they  carried  us 
home  in  stock  cars.  Arrived  at  Colum- 
bus at  4  p.  M.  Marched  out  to  Camp 
Noah  w.  FrRGrsoN.  K.  Qhase.  Quartered  in  barracks.  That 
trip  from  Cairo  was  a  stunner.     We  are  very  tired. 

October  10. — Did  not  sleep  well  on  account  of  being  cold. 
At  daylight  most  of  the  men  were  outside  the  barracks,  hud- 
dled around  the  fires.  We  will  have  to  wait  a  day  or  two  for 
the  paymaster.  Passes  are  given  freely,  but  few  care  for 
them.  Most  of  tlie  men  have  no  money.  Commissions  were 
issued  by  the  Governor  to  fill  all  vacancies:  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Bruff,  to  Colonel;  Major  E.  P.  Bates,  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel;  Captain  D.  S.  Stinger,  to  Major;  First  Lieutenant 
R.  K.  Hulse,  to  Captain  ;  Orderly  Sergeants  Hudson  Fitch, 
H.  G.  Russell  and  Francis  Cassil,  to  Second  Lieutenants. 
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October  17. — Too  cold  to  sleep,  and  gave  up  trying  at  2 
A.  M.  Went  outside  and  found  a  tire.  They  have  procured 
stoves  to-day  and  set  them  up  in  the  barracks.  It  is  raining 
this  evening,  and  we  are  a  homesick  lot.  Very  few  went  to 
the  city  to-day.  We  are  all  talking  over  our  plans  for  the 
future.  Many,  perhaps  a  nuijority,  of  our  bo3^s  intend  to  go 
west.  It  is  a  sad  thought  that  we,  who  have  l)een  so  inti- 
mately associated  for  years,  must  separate 
in  a  few  hours,  and  with  a  majority  the 
parting  will  be  forever.  Henry  Fost,  of 
H,  wounded  and  captured  at  Chicka- 
mauga,  is  here  in  the  Veteran  lieserve 
Corps,  and  will  be  mustered  out  with  tlie 
command. 

October  18. — At  1  p.  m.  the  Paymas- 
ter arrived  and  began  paying.  Each  man 
answered  to  his  name,  received  his  money 
and  a  "  discliarge."  The  men  left  at 
once  on  receiving  payment,  riding  to  the  city  in  'busses,  I 
am  at  the  National  Hotel,  a  citizen.  The  growl  of  the  tiger 
will  be  heard  no  more.  Good-bye,  125tli  Ohio ;  good-bye, 
old  saber  and  shoulder  straps ;  good-bye,  blankets  and  hav- 
ersack and  canteen  ;  I  shall  sleep  on  feathers  and  eat  cooked 
victuals.  Good-bye,  i)up  tent ;  I  shall  live  in  a  house.  Good- 
bye, comrades;  may  God  bless  and  prosper  you. 


H.  H.  Fitch,  (J 


CHAPTER  XIV 


125th  O.  V.  T.  ASSOCIATIOX. 


JiAN.  f.   ('niJt'Ei;,    K  (IN!:;). 


The  Association  was  orgauized  at  Akron,  Ohio,  January 
28,  1885,  by  thirty  members  of  the  regiment,  for  the  purpose 
of  hohling-  annual  reunions,  preparing  and  pubhshing  a  his- 
tory of  the  regiment,  and  taking  such 
action  from  time  to  time  as  may  seem 
proper  in  the  interest  of  survivors  of  the 
regiment  or  the  families  of  deceased 
comrades. 

The  Constitution  and  By-Laws  make 
all  who  served  in  the  regiment  eligil)le  to 
membership  in  the  Association  ;  provides 
foi'  the  payment  of  one  dollar  as  mem- 
bership fee  and  fifty  cents  annually  as 
dues;  makes  all  widows  and  children  ot 
deceased  comrades  honorary  members,  their  names  to  bo 
recorded  when  reported ;  provides 
for  the  election  of  officers  annually, 
viz.:  a  President,  one  Vice-Presi- 
dent from  each  company,  a  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  and  an  Executive 
Committee,  whose  duty  shall  be  to 
arrange  for  annual  reunions;  and 
provides  for  the  election  or  employ- 
ment of  a  Historian,  to  prepare 
the  history  of  the  regiment  for  pul)- 
lication,  the  Vice-Presidents  to  assist 
in  matters  pertaining  to  their  re- 
spective companies. 

Capt.  Charles  T.  Clark  was  elected  Historian.  C.  L. 
Gdbert,  of  D,  presented  a  "  Tiger "  banner,  which  was 
accepted  and  ordered  to  be  displayed  at  all  reunions.     Mrs. 


nA.\ii:i,  <'.  C'cHii'F.u,  !■"  (l,S'.tO). 


i2^th   O.    V.   I.  ASSOCIATION. 


423 


Sarah  A.  Matthews  (wife  of  Albert  Matthews,  of  B,)  read  a 
poem  written  for  the  occasion,  and  was  elected  an  honorary 
member  and  poet  of  the  Association,  General  Opdycke 
having  died  a  short  time  prior  to  the  meeting,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  prepare  a  snitable  memorial  for  adoption  at 
the  next  reunion.  Col.  Joseph  Brntf  presided  and  C.  L. 
Gilbert  acted  as  Secretary.  For  list  of  otHcers  elected,  see 
next  page. 


sT*?5r. 
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Z.  Fulton,  K  (1895). 


E.  P.  I'l-ii  r.K,  K. 


Uenry  N.  Tracy,  B. 


JlEics  C.  Davis,  C  (1890). 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  125th  0.  V.  I.  ASSOCIATION. 

Tlie  following  comrades  have  served  as  officers  of  the 
Association,  those  last  named  being  the  officers  at  this  time  : 

as  pkesidext. 

Col.  Joseph  Bruff,  Cvpt.  Albeup  Veomans,  Capi-.  Ralsa  C.  Rlce,  Capt. 
Alexaxdeu  Dickson,  Capt.  M.  V.  B.   King. 

as  vice-presidents. 

For  Company  A. — Lieut.  J.  H.  Blackburn,  D.  K.  Bush. 

For  Compauy  B. — Albert  Mathe\v.s,  Capt.  Elmer  Moses,  Alp.ert  Mathews. 

For  Company  C. — Col.  E.  P.  Bates,  Cai't.  H.  Iv.  Hulse,  Chester  Tittle, 
Capt.  R.  K.  Hulse. 

For  Company  D. — F.  L.  Alle.v,  W.  D.  Edwards,  Johx  S.  Williams. 

For  Company  E. — Capt.  C.  C.  Baciui,  R.  W.  Thompson,  Lieut.  H.  A.  Don- 
aldson, James  A.  Needs. 

For  Company  F. — Capt.  C.  T.  Clark,  Lieut.  Alexander  H.  Postlewait. 

For  Company  G. — T.  C.  Breece,  Capt.  C.  C.  Chai'man,  Capt.  M.  V.  B. 
Kino,  S.  J.  Strealy. 

For  Company  H. — Capt.  A.  Vallendak,  William  Masox,  John  Henson, 
B.  F.  Young. 

For  Company  I. — E.  R.  Dailev,  William  Duncan,  Reuisen  M.  Steele, 
W.  W.  Davidson,  J.  H.  Hanson. 

For  Company  K. — Capt.  W.  S.  Williams,  H.  V.  Sikes. 

AS    TREASURER. 

Lyman  Root,  Lieut.  J.  II.  Blackburn,  Albert  Mathews,  C.  T.  Clark. 

AS  secretary. 

Cai't.  R.  Iv.  Hulse,  Lieut.  J.  H.  Blackburn,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Mathews, 
F.  H.  Knight,  C.  T.  Clark. 

EX  ECUTI VE    committee. 
189r)-'6. 

C.  L.  Gilbert,  Willi a.m  Mason,  Hudson  Fitch,  H.  V.  Sikes,  Thomas  Fay, 
J.  S.  Williams,  J.  W.  Morgan,  Lieut.  D.  K.  Blystone. 
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SECOND  REUNION. 


At  Odeli.'s  Lake,  Oiiro,  Sett.  2,  ."5,   ISS."). 


Tlie  Slierinau  Brigade  Association,  consisting  ot  the 
64th  and  65th  O.  \^  L,  6th  Battery,  O.  L.  A.,  and  iVEcLangh- 
lin's  Squadron  of  Oavahy,  being  in  the  same  camp,  the  first 
da}^  was  spent  in  reviving  acquaintance  with  comrades  ahiiost 
tbrgottten  in  the  hipse  of  years,  and  in  listening  to  addi'esses 
by  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  Hon.  John  Sherman  and  others. 
The  business  meeting  of  the  125th  0.  V.  I.  Association  was 
hehl  at  an  early  hour  on  the  3rd,  in 
order  not  to  conflict  with  the  gen- 
eral program  of  the  day.  A  poem, 
written  for  the  occasion  by  Mrs. 
Mathews,  was  read  and  ordered 
printed  with  the  proceedings.  Ca}i- 
tains  Clark  and  Dickson  jn-esented 
the  following  report,  which  was 
a(h)[)ted  : 

111  tht-  aljfJt'iice  of  the  ChHinruiu  of  tin 
Coniinittce  to  whom  was  assigned  tlic  (hit\ 
of  writing  resohitions  relating  to  the  \\Xv. 
character,  and  mihtary  history  of  onr  (hstiii- 
guished  commander,  Geiu'ral   Emerson   0[)- 

dycke,  we  as  inemliers  of  the  Committee,  In'Hcviiig  this  occasiun  shdiild 
not  l)e  permitted  to  pass  withont  some  action  by  the  Association,  liave 
hastily  pre])areil  and  1)eg  leave  to  snbmit  the  following: 

"  In  (icncral  Opdycke  we  recognize  one  of  the  grandest  heroes  of  the 
civil  war.  .\  gentleman  of  blameless  life;  an  otticei-  of  great  ability;  a 
patriot  soldier,  wliose  nntlinching  conrage  and  coolness  in  battle  and  in- 
domitable spirit  made  his  services  of  inestimable  value,  and  frecpiently 
elicited  from  General  Thomas  and  other  commanders  the  highest  praise  for 
himself  and  his  command.  History  records  the  fact,  and  it  will  never  be 
forgotten  by  a  grateful  jteople,  that  (Tcneral  Ojidycke  with  his  veteran  biig- 
ade  saved  the  day  at  Eranklin,  and  doul)tless  i)revente(l  the  complete  over- 
throw of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  the  invasion  of  loyal  States. 
And  this  great  man  was  not  only  our  commander  to  whon\  we  are  indebted 
for  much  of  the  distinction  won  by  the  regiment,  l)ut  he  was  also  our  com- 
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rade  and  friend.  We  recall  with  pleasure  his  untiring  zeal  and  laborious 
eflbrls  to  perfect  the  drill  and  discipline  of  the  command,  his  constant 
watchfulness  and  attention  to  the  details  of  everything  affecting  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  men,  and  his  ready  sympathy  with  and  interest  in  every 
soldier. 

In  the  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  war  closed,  as  we  have  met 
him  from  time  to  time,  it  has  seemed  that,  wliile  others  were  growing  old, 
he  retained  his  youthful  A'igor  of  body  and  mind,  and  we  hoped  and  tinisted 
that  he  w  ould  live  to  honor  and  delight  us  and  our 
families  by  his  presence  at  our  reunions  for  many 
years  to  come.  But  death  is  no  respecter  of  jiersons. 
He  visits  alike  the  home  of  the  hero  crowned  with 
laurels  and  the  home  of  the  humblest  citizen.  In 
the  providence  of  God  our  distinguislied  comrade 
and  well  beloved  friend  has  been  taken  from  us, 
and  we  are  left  for  a  season  to  mourn  his  loss,  but 
not  as  those  without  hope.  May  we  all  meet  him 
in  reunion  upon  the  eternal  camping  ground. 


K/ 


JUHN  V.  GaKT.NEI!,  B  (IhyO) 


C.  L.  Gilbert,  Captain  King  and 
H.  Y.  Sikes  were  appointed  to  prepare 
resolutions    relating  to   the    service    and 

death   of    comrades   deceased    since   our   last   meeting,   and 

reported  the  following. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Divine  Provi- 
dence to  remove  from  our  Association  by 
death  since  our  last  reunion  our  beloved  com- 
rades, INIaj.  Henry  McHenry,  Surgeon  of  the 
regiment ;  Capt.  Anthony  Vallendar,  of  H, 
and  Thomas  Spickler,  of  A ;    therefore, 

Bcmhed,  That  the  surviving  members 
of  the  125th  O.  Y.  I.  deeply  feel  the  loss  (if 
these  comrades,  who  so  faithfully  and  val- 
liantly  servetl  and  shared  with  them  the 
hardships  and  dangers  of  the  civil  war.  Our 
ln-artfelt  sympathy  is  given  to  the  bereaved 
families  and  fi-iends  of  the  deceased  comrades. 

Duckworth  Hakgraevs,  E  (1890) 

It  was  voted  to  print  the  resolutions  in  the  proceedings, 
and  send  a  coj)}'  to  the  bereaved  families. 
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THIRD  AXXUAL  Rp:UNTOX. 


At  Warrex,  Ohio,  Sei-t.  2ii,  :;o,  ISSG. 


Col.  Joseph  Bruit',  President  of  the  Association,  having 
died  since  tlie  former  reunion,  Ca[it.  Albert  Yeonians  was 
elected  President. 

Sixty-two  comrades  Avere  present,  many  of  tliem  accom- 
panied by  members  of  their  families.  The  business  session 
was  held  in  the  hall  of  Bell  Harmon  Post,  G.  A.  P.  Mrs. 
Mathews  was  requested  to  address  the  Association,  and  read 
a  poem  written  for  the  occasion. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Captain 
Dickson,  Captain  Yeomans  and  Lieuten- 
ant Blystone,  reported  the  following  : 


\VM.   jEKFEItS.    K    (ISSO). 


Whereas,  This  Associatinn  has  k'aruL'd  of 
tlir  decease  of  our  late  Colonel  and  Prei^ident  ni' 
our  Association,  Joseph  Bruff ;  therefore, 

Resohed,  That  it  is  with  profound  regret  we 
have  heard  of  his  demise  in  the  midst  of  a  life  t>i 
honorahle  activity  and  usefulness ;  that  we  cherish 
his  memory  as  a  useful  citizen,  a  trusted  and  wise 
legislator,  a  brave  and  faithful  soldier.  In  him  we 
recognized  the  typical  American  citizen,  who  dared  to  maintain  on  the 
Ijattlefield  the  principles  which  he  advocated  in  private  life  and  in  tlie 
halls  of  legislation.  That  we  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  ti>  the  bereav- 
ed family  of.  our  departed  comrade,  and  pray  that  n  kind  ])rovidence  may 
sustain  tliem  in  tlu'ii-  great  atlliciion. 

It  was  voted  that  the  rcsohitioii  he  printed  and  a  copy 
sent  to  the  family  : 

Adjourned  to  accept  the  invitation  of  the  Trumbull 
County  Ex-Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Association  to  take  part  in 
their  reunion,  in  }ii'ogress  at  the  fair  grounds. 
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FOURTH  ANNUAL  REUNION. 


At  Ci.EVEi.wi).  Oiuo,  Ski't.  2(1,  21,  1.S87. 

Forty-eisi^lit  comrade^  were  [ireseut.      The  Itnsiness  ses- 
sion conveited  at  2  o'clock  p.  m.     Prof.  E.  J^.  Hartshorn,  of 

Mt.  Union  College,  addressed 
the  Association,  and  was  given 
a  vote  of  thanks  for  his  elo- 
quent address. 

William  C.  Bunts,  son  ot 
our  Capt.  W.  C.  Bunts,  was 
called  upon  and  responded  in 
a  happy  speech.  Captain 
Yeonians,  in  an  address,  eulo- 
gized the  eminent  merit  and 
militarj'  services  of  Captain 
Bunts. 

At  this  })oint  the  meet- 
ing adjourned  until  7  p.  m., 
and  the  memhers  proceeded 
in  a  body  to  view  the  Cyclo- 
rania  of  tlie  Battle  of  Mission 
Ividge. 

At  the  evening  session 
letters  from  absent  conirades 
were  i-ead.  C-omrade  W.  H.  Eawdon  was  appointed  custodian 
of  tlic  old  flag,  our  first  one,  which  was  presented  to  Colonel 
Opdycke  by  the  regiment,  and  w4iich  Mrs.  Opdycke  now  gave 
into  the  care  of  the  Association.  Resolutions  relating  to  the 
death  of  Comrades  Orin  L.  Lazarus,  of  A,  and  William 
Charles,  of  C,  were  adopted  and  ordered  printed  in  the  min- 
utes. A  poem,  sent  by  Mrs.  Mathews,  was  read  by  Captain 
M.  V.  B  King,   and   was  ordered   printed    in    the    minutes 


I>AVI1>    HrMl'lIKEYS, 

Lioiitciiiuit,  Compiuiy  F,  IMy-o.  and  ('aiilaiu 
Tdpoyraiiical  ICiiLrineers,  IsiU-o. 
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Comrade  R.  W.  Tljompson  eiitertaiiu'd  tlu'  members  with  an 
army  song*.  Matters  [)ertainintj,-  to  the  regimental  history 
were  discussed,  and  a  motion  adopted  urging  renewed  dili- 
gence on  the  part  of  tlie  Historian  and  assistants.  It  was 
ordered  that  the  present  address  of  all  survivors  of  the  regi- 
ment, so  far  as  known,  be  printed  in  the  minutes.  Adjourned 
to  meet  at  9  a.  m.  next  morning. 

At  tlie  morning  session  on  tlie  20tli,  otiicers  were  elected 
and  the  balance  of  tlic  day  was  given  up  to  social  reunion. 


JdllN    S.  Al.(.OE,    K. 


JEFFEKSON    MfJ.Ii'K.    I'" 


>1.  r.  Amy,  K. 


Morgan  Bkown,  B.  T.  ('.  l^iiEErE,  (i  (1»'JI). 


JdllN    ISONKI;,    A. 
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FIFTH  ANNUAL  l^EUNION. 


At  Columbus,  Ohio,  Skpt.  12,  1888. 


The  National  Eiicampniont  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Rei>ublic  met  in  Cohunhus  Sept.  10-14.  The  city  was  gay 
with  tlags  and  Ininting  in  honor  of  the  occasion.  A  hundred 
thousand  veterans  tlironged  the  streets,  parks  and  camps. 
Campiires  with  distinguished  orators  were  in  progress  at 
various  points.      Ohio's  Centennial   Exposition    was    at    the 

State  Fair  Grounds.  Regimental, 
brigade,  division  and  army  corps 
reunions,  and  the  eager  desire  to 
see  and  hear  old  comrades  and  hon- 
ored leaders,  made  it  somewhat 
difficult  to  get  all  our  own  members 
togetlier  at  one  time  and  place  and 
hold  them  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

The  business  session  convened 
in  the  Court  House.  The  officers 
not  having  arrived,  James  H.  Han- 
son, of  I,  was  called  upon  to  pre- 
side, C.  T.  Clark  to  act  as  Secretary,  and  Albert  Mathews 
to  act  as  Treasurer. 

On  call  of  the  roll  it  was  found  that  a  majority  of  those 
present  were  not  members  of  the  Association,  and  all  pres- 
ent were  requested  to  hand  in  their  names  and  postoffice 
address.  Not  far  away,  in  the  Capitol  building,  were  the 
old  battle  flags  of  the  regiment.  Comrades  James  E.  Archer, 
of  H,  and  John  Getz,  of  F,  were  appointed  to  bring  them 
to  the  meeting  place,  that  we  might  once  more  transact  busi- 
ness beneath  their  folds. 

Capt.  Elmer  Moses,  Jacob  Sautter,  of  H;  Randolph,  of 
E,  and  J.  S.  Stinger,  of  F,  addressed  the  Association.     Com- 


M^k^. 


Mi;s.  Sarah  A.  Mathews. 


T2^th   O.    V.  I.  ASSOCIATION. 


431 


rade  K.  W.  Tliompson  sang*  an  army  song.     Captain   (Mai-k 
reported  progress  of  work  on  the  regimental  history. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mrs.  Mathews,  with  which  was 
transmitted  a  poem  written  for  tlie  occasion,  and,  anticipat- 
ing the  presence  of  the  flags,  entitled 

THE    OLD    RE(UMENTAL    FLAG. 


Bring  out,  bring  out,  the  old  flag,  lioys 

Unfurl  its  faded  folds  ; 
Toufli  tenderly  its  tatters,  boys, 

Such  nieni'ries  dear  it  liolds. 

Through  each  vicissitude  of  war 
We've  followed  where  it  led: 

Its  jtalliway  brought  us  many  a  scat, 
And  ninltii)lied  oiu'  dead. 

To  others  it  may  seem  an  old 
Torn  tiag,  soiled  and  outcast  ; 

But  we,  on  seeing  it,  lu'hold 
A  tablet  of  the  past. 


ClIAKLES    MiLI.KK,    I. 


Across  its  liroken  l)ars  avc  read 
Of  many  a  weary  traniji, 

Of  battlefield,  of  daring  deed, 
Of  Ijivouac  and  of  camp. 


John  R.  R.vthiuun, 
Sergt'iuU,  K. 


And  on  its  faded  field  of  l)lne. 

In  penciling  of  blood, 
The  death  list  of  our  conn'ades  true, 

Who  onct'  l)esides  us  stood. 

And  ])eei)ing  from  behiud  its  stars. 

With  faces  smiling  yet, 
Are  those  who  kept  our  hearts  fi'om  st"irs 

Thi-oiigli  dreary  days  and  wet. 

('i'hanks,  thanks  to  tlmse  who  hronght  lis  mirth, 

As  iiealing  I'or  eaci:  ill  ; 
Tliongh  lati'  in  life  we  own  their  wmth 

And  recognize  their  skill.) 
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\Vm.  Smith,  K  (1880). 


.\ii(l  cvciy  rent  reminds  us,  Tjoys, 

( )t'  some  tievce  field  of  strife, 
W'liere  tiiose  whom  we  bad  learned  to  love 

Made  sacrifice  of  life. 


It  lirings  to  our  remembrance,  boys, 
Tlie  shout  wliich  rent  the  air 

\\'lnn  wt'  were  seen  on  Eocky  Face 
\<\\\\  tliis  flag  filiating  there. 

So  steeiJ  and  liigli  tlie  summit,  boys, 
'Twas  thouglit  \\H'  could  not  scale; 

But  Opdycke's  Tigers  could,  you  know. 
O'er  heights  like  that  prevail. 

And  written  here  is  Kenesaw, 

Kesaca,  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
And  hosts  of  other  names,  which  lirinsj 

Thiiu"lits  crowding  fast  and  thick. 


Each  fold  reveals  some  incident. 
Writ  there  by  war's  rude  hand  ; 

Though  hieroglyphic  they  may  seem. 
We  rend  and  understand. 

Its  page  is  full  and  interUned, 

Its  margins  running  o'er 
With  tales  of  weal  and  woe  combined. 

Till  it  will  hold  no  more. 

So  hang  tlK'  old  tlag  in  our  view  — 

Its  story  ne'er  is  done, 
For  while  we  think  to  read  it  thitiugh. 

We  find  'tis  but  liegini. 

And  when,  for  you,  boys,  and  for  me, 

I\euni(nis  all  ai'e  o'er, 
\\'e'll  leave  to  otu'  posterity 

Tills  tlag  llieir  fathers  bore. 


H^?H 


Henry  \\  Ai;ui.>,  K 


Urliii  &  rtVifer  photographed  the  members  present  in  a 
group  arranged  on  the  steps  of  the  Conrt  House. 

In  the  evening  the  members  of  the  Association  met  at 
the  residence  of  Captain  Clark,  ^vhere  the  social  reunion  of 
the  occasion  occurred. 
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SIXTH  ANNUAL  REUNION. 

At  YoiNdsTowx,  Ohio,  Sept.  ."'>  and  4,  ISSi). 

On  this  occasion  the  Association  was  captured  by  Tod 
Post,  G.  A.  Iv.,  and  the  hidies  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps, 
and  found  it  difticult  to  find  time  for  a  business  session.  The 
Association  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Captain 
Dickson,  in  the  hall  of  Tod  Post,  when  Judge  Johnson,  a 
member  of  the  I'ost,  addressed  the  members,  and  at  the  con- 
clusion of  ills  remarks,  on  behalf  of  the  Post  and  Relief 
Corps,  tendered  hospitalities  that  were 
atterwards  carried  out  in  a  very  g'enerous 
manner.  Captain  Dickson  responded  to 
the  welcome  address,  and  the  Association 
immediately  adjourned  for  the  social  re- 
union and  entertainment  proposed. 

Reconvened  on  the  4th.  Mrs.  Ma- 
thews being  [»resent,  she  was  called  upon 
and  read  a  poem,  entitled  "  The  Roll," 
which  was  ordered  printed  in  the  minutes. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  correcting  the 
roll  of  survivors  of  the  regiment  and  their  present  locations. 

Resolutions  were  reported  and  adopted  relating  to  the 
deaths  of  Comrades  Dennis  J.  Adkins,  Anthony  lUirroughs, 
Lester  Stolakei-,  Lieut.  Ileinan  R.  Harmon,  Lieut.  Benjamin 
Gardner,  Joseph  Harvey  Tuttle  and  John  P.  Calvin;  also 
resolutions  thanking  Tod  Post  and  the  ladies  of  the  Relief 
Corps  for  their  hospitality  and  fraternal  interest  in  our  re- 
union; and  thanking  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Mathews  for  her  faith- 
ful services  as  Secretary  of  the  Association  and  the  beautiful 
poems  contributed  annually. 

Reports  of  officers  were  received  and  new  officers  elected. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  contain  an  historical  sketch 
prepared  by  the  Historian,  and  a  list  of  survivors  of  the  regi- 
ment, with  their  postoffice  address  so  far  as  known. 


f 

-^  -If^f 

'            ,    .       • 

1 

.  ijiKi.i;   r,i; 
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SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REUNION. 


At  Kinsman,  Ohio,  Aug.  20  and  21,  ]S!)0. 

The  good  people  of  Kinsman  bad  prepared  a  program 
of  entertainment  so  attractive  and  so  extensive  as  to  leave 
little  time  for  a  business  session.  Over  sixty  members  of  tbe 
Association  were  present,  and  many  were 
accompanied  by  their  wives  and  children. 
The  town  was  crowded  with  other  visi- 
tors. At  the  business  meeting  the  Treas- 
urer's report  was  approved;  letters  from 
aljsent  comrades  were  read;  matters  re- 
lating to  tbe  regimental  history  were  dis- 
cussed; resolutions  adopted  relating  to  the 
decease  of  Comrades  AV.  II.  Rawdon, 
Cajit.  Albert  Yeomans,  Norris  Meacbem, 
T,...MA>z.  KAn,.„K.i.  .vimoii  Peck,  David  Fox,  John  Boner 
and  Truuiaii  Borden  ;  and  othcers  were  elected  iov  the  ensu- 
ing year. 

In  addition  to  tbe  social  reunion  and  entertainment,  a 
large  tent  had  been  erected,  in  which  a 
"camp  tire"  was  lighted  on  the  evening 
of  tbe  20th,  tbe  program  including  music 
by  tbe  viUage  choir  and  an  address  by 
Rev.  F.  West  Dickinson,  to  which  our 
President,  Capt.  Ralsa  C.  Rice,  responded 
as  follows  : 


People  of  Kinsman,  Fkiends,  All:  We  thank 
you  for  this  kind  reception  tendered  our  Associa- 
tion. AVe  come  to  you  to-day  proud  in  the  liclirl 
that  the  interest  you  have  ever  manifested  in  tlie  '"'•  ^  ^•^''o'''  ^  ^'^•'°^- 
125th  O.  V.  I.  still  continues,  and  fondly  hope  that  it  will  ever  be  thus. 
While  in  the  field  it  was  natural  that  you  should  be  interested  and  solici- 
tous for  our  w^elfare ;  more  of  your  young  men  were  banded  with  us  than 
from  any  other  ])]ace  in  Ohio^forty  men,  and  not  a  poor  one  among  them. 
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As  a  luyal  c-oinniunit  \- tlic  ])C(i])lc  iA  Kinsiiian  stand  I'nivinost;  for 
patriotism  tiic  annals  of  history  fiirnisli  no  parallel;  more  men  enlisted  in 
the  rnion  army  from  Kinsman  in  proportion  to  her  number  than  from  any 
other  place  in  the  Union.  More  than  oO  per  eent.  of  her  population  volun- 
teered in  the  defense  of  the  Union. 

Tlu'  first  settlers  of  Kinsman  were  of  that  Puritan  stoek  which  held 
life  subordinate  to  the  defense  of  home  and  country.  When  the  British 
and  Indians  threatened  their  homes  with  devasta- 
tion, every  able-bodied  man  took  up  arms  in  their 
defense.  Seventy-seven  years  ago,  August  24,  181:!, 
saw  such  a  martial  gathering  here  in  Kinsman 
as  fully  illustrates  what  I  here  try  to  make  plain. 
Men  from  all  parts  of  the  coimtry  rallied  at  Kins- 
man ])re])aratory  to  a  marcli  through  tlie  forest  in 
searcli  of  tiie  enemy.  ^b)thers,  wives  and  dangh- 
lers.  tliey  too  lent  a  helping  hand,  deftly  mould- 
ing munitions  of  war.  Such  sentiments  and 
(4uiract eristics  of  loyalty  were  here  motilded  Avhich 
were  repeated  in  furnishing  our  regiment  with  that 
flag.  When  the  old  one  had  been  shot  into  shreds 
in  battle,   the  heroines  of   Kinsman   furnislied  us  Francis  Cassil,  I. 

with  a  new  one.  We  come  to  you  today  bringing  back  that  banner; 
tiiough  liattU'-scarred  and  torn,  yet  it  is  unsullied  with  defeat.  The  mem- 
ory of  those  gallant  comrades  who  went  down  in  its  defense  makes  this 
relic  of  your  handiwork  doubly  dear  to  us.  Memory  entwines  in  its  tat- 
tered folds  tlie  names  of  Dudley  McMichael,  James  M.  Tidd,  Joel  N.Will- 
iams, Uevi  Splitstone,  Knfus  Mossman,  William 
.lolinson,  Ethan  C.  Briggs,  Seabury  A.  Smith, 
Tliomas  M.  Burnham,  Adrian  and  IVrry  Fitch,  all 
from  Kinsman,  died  that  their  country  might  live. 
Nearly  one-third  were  left  on  the  field.  How  they 
fought  and  how  they  fared  is  soonest  told  by  a 
sight  of  those  old  Hags,  wasted  and  torn  by  shot  and 
slu41  ;  end)lematic  of  the  lives  of  those  who  fol- 
lowed til  rough  Chickamauga,  Mission  Bidge,  Dan- 
dridge,  Kocky  Face  Ridge,  Resaca,  New  Hope 
( 'lunch,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
Atlanta,  Franklin  and  Nashville;  men  have  lived 
years  in  these  moments  of  terrible  battle.  It  was 
Heknauu  (  o.MEUFoKu,  c.  a  luvrd  task,  and  of  which  the  present  generation 
have  but  little  conception.  Passing  through  scenes  which  tried  men's  souls 
shonkk'r  to  shoulder,  comrades  became  as  brothers.  A  sad,  sad  story; 
whether  shot  down  by  our  side,  their  life  blood  fast  flowing  out,  and 
receiving  their  last  messages  for  loved  ones  in  that  far-off  home  ;  or  badly 
wounded,  carrying  them  off  the  field,  maimed  for  life,  with  all  the  hopes 
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of    futmc  iii:iiiIhh)(I  so  suddi'iily  lilas^tcd,   it   was  tlu'  cost  of   libi'rty,  (Hily 

equalcti  bv  the   pangs  of  anxiety  experienccil  l)y  that  kind  old  nintlicr. 

devoti'd  \\  iff  or  gentle  sister  as  they  watched  and  waited  for  tidings  from 

these  absent  ones. 

Thns  onr  country  was  saved,  the  Union  pre- 
-erved,  and  Kinsman  realizes  the  cost.  I  am  thank- 
ful I  stand  in  a  comnmnity  to-day  which  remendjers 
those  sacrifices;  and  while  we  as  members  of  that 
organization  meet  to  renew  these  filial  bonds,  wt- 
are  also  renewing  those  lies  of  friendship  which 
have  always  joined  the  liTith  Regiment  with  \\\v 
l)eo])le  of  Kinsman. 

The  roll  of  the  Association  was  then 
called,  sixty  answei'ing  present.  As  the 
names  of  those  deceased  in  the  preceding 
sn.AscoY,  .v(is(i)  year  were  called,  each  was  responded  to 
by  a  short  address.  L.  P.  Andrews,  of 
Kinsman,  res[»onded  to  the  name  of  Capt. 
Albert  Yeomans ;  Lieut.  R.  E.  Woods  to 
that  of  Xorris  Meachem  ;  Capt.  K.  K. 
Ilulse  to  Almon  Peck;  Walter  Cheney  to 
William  IT.  liawden  ;  Josiah  Morgan  to 
David  Fox;  Chester  Tuttle  to  Truman 
l)oi(len,  and  Lieut.  J.  H.  Blackburn  to 
the  name  of  John  Boner.  "The  Faded 
Coat  of  Blue,"  was  rendered  b}^  tlie  choir  ; 
Miss  Blanche  Orr,  of  Youngstown,  sang 
a  song:  Mrs.  Mathews  read  her  poem,  "The  Battle  of 
Franklin  "" ;  an  interesting  letter  from  Col.  David  H.  Moore 
was  read  ;  Comrade  Albert  Mathews  read  a  selection,  "  Com- 
rades, We  Meet  Again,''  and  tlie  choir  closed  the  exercises 
])y  singing,  "Tenting  To-night  on  the  Old  Camp  Ground."" 


I'll  AS.   I'lNSTKKV.  ALU,   K. 
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EIGHTH  AXXIAL  HKIXIOX. 
At  Bki.levue,  Ohk),  Ji  nk   17  and  18,   1891. 

Here,  as  at  Kinsman  tlie  preceding  year,  the  citizens, 
til  rough  local  committees,  took  charge  of  the  Association, 
and  most  ot'tlie  time  was  taken  up  with  camp  tires,  speeches, 
haiKpiet  and  entertainment. 

Ill  tiie  short  business  session  John  S. 
Williams  presided  and  Hudson  Fitch 
acted  as  Secretary,  the  regular  officers 
being  detained  at  home  by  illness.  The 
decease  in  the  preceding  year  ot  Reubin 
M.  Steele,  of  I:  Albert  Stone,  of  A,  and 
James  Dickson,  of  A,  were  reported 
and  suitable  resolutions  ado})ted,  Mrs. 
Mathews  asked  by  letter  to  be  excused 
iVom  serving  as  Seci'etary  on  account  of  i*'-^-^''  Goodman,  a. 
failing  health.  Lieut.  I).  K.  Blystone  was  appointed  a  com- 
mittee ot  one  to  [U'ocure  a  suitable  present  to  send  to  Mrs. 
Mathews.  He  brought  in  and  exhibited  a  silver  water 
pitcher,  with  gold-iiiK-d  goblets,  and  a 
large  seal  leather  album.  The  Associa- 
tion voted  to  send  both  as  a  slight  token 
of  appreciation  of  her  efforts  for  tJie 
success  of  tlie  Association. 

Letters  were  read  fVom  absent  mem- 
bers, viz.:  Capt.  !{.  (\  Rice,  J.  M.  Pol- 
lock. .1.  R.  Rathburn,  J.  F.  lunuiolpli. 
Lieut.  IL  X.  Peiifield,  C.  F.  Rooker, 
Thonuis  McMillan,  J.  S.  Stinger,  F.  II. 
Knight,  Capt.  \V.  S.  Williams,  Nathan 
"VVoodyard,  Rev.  J.l).  Masters,  .R.hu  Duffy,  II.  M.  Daiiley, 
J.  E.  Archer,  Dr.  G.  PL  Masters,  Capt.  Steen  B.  I*arks, 
Chaphiiii  .1.  \V.  Lewis  and  Mrs.  Porter  A.  Goff;  and  also 
from  TyU'r  .Ja'<[ier,  of  the  -ird  Kciituck\   Lifantry. 
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Officers  tor  the  ensuing  year  were  chosen  aiul  tlic  reports 
of  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  were  read  and  approved. 

The  printed  minutes  of  the  meeting-  contain  a  list  of 
survivors,  so  far  as  known  to  the  Secretary,  and  an  urgent 
request  for  all  survivors  to  assist  in  making  the  rolls  as  com- 
plete as  possihle. 

The  meetings  were  held  in  the  Op)era  House,  conducted 
hv  Comrade  John  S.  Williams. 


'«^^3W%V^i.  ■«"  ■•..-A 


.^■. 
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David  Lloyd.  A. 


IlENKY   HiLTOX.    A. 


Ol'.EN    L.    I.AZARrs,    A. 
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\V.  H.  Kawdon.   U   {l,s.s.-.j. 


KltANCIS  Sl'KA(MI-:.    15. 
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NINTH  ANNUAL  REUNION. 


A  r  ( "i.K\  i<:i.  AMI.   (»iiii>.  JiLY  4  .\nd  5,   18!H'. 


The  time  and  place  was  selected  with  a  view  to  avoid- 
in_^  entertaiiiineiit,  camp  fires,  etc.,  the  memhei-s  desirino-  to 
devote  tlie  time  to  business  relating  to 
the  history  and  to  social  reunion  among 
themselves.  About  fifty  members  were 
present.  The  Historian  read  his  report, 
showing  what  had  l)een  accomplished  and 
what  was  proposed  in  regard  to  the  his- 
tory. The  work  and  plans  were  fully 
discussed.  Tlie  following  resolution  was 
adopted  by  a  majority  vote,  r'lz.: 

]i('i<<ilr('<l ,    Tliat  11(1  s])(.'cial  ])(_-vs()iiaI  inention  of 
individual    ullic'is  or  soldier.'^   for  lUfritoriou.s  si'r- 

vices  be  made  in  the  liistory,  always  ex('L'i)ting"  our 
Valiant  coniniander,  Uol.  Kiiicr.'^on  <  )i)dyck,,'. 

The  Historian  said  he  would  try  to 
observe  the  s[iirit  of  the  resolution. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  relating  to 
the  death  of  Comrades  Erastus  Brainai'd, 
Lieut.  Sharon  French,  Porter  A.  Gofi'  and 
Lyman  Root. 

Lieut.  D.  K.  Blystone  was  a[>[)ointed 
hakiusox  iniNKi;  V,.      ^^^^^,  representative  to  assist  in  locating  the 
Dionument   of    the   regiment  at  Chickanuiuga,   the  Associa- 
tion having  lieen   advised  that  the  commission   appointed  by 
the  Governor  of  Ohio  desired  such  assistance. 
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TENTH  ANNUAL  EEUNION. 

At  Cleveland,  Ohio,  July  :!,  4,   1S9:;. 

Forty-two  members  were  present.     In   tlie   absence   o* 

Captain  Dickson,  Capt.  E.  C.  Eice  presided.      Letters  wqvq 

read  from  Capt.  W.  S.  Williams  and  James  A.  Needs.  On 
call  of  tlie  roll  the  decease  of  several  com- 
rades was  reported,  rlz.:  Patrick  Welch, 
of  J) ;  John  P.  Gartner,  of  B  ;  Conrad 
Michael,  of  E;  Jacob  Winans,  of  I),  and 
Daniel  Moler,  of  K,  and  aii[ir()])riate  res- 
kitions  were  adopted. 

The  Historian  submitted  the  manu- 
script for  several  chapters  of  the  regi- 
mental liistory,  and  asked  that  some  plan 
l)e  adopted  to  provide  for  puljlishing  the 

L.  w.  \\ATEi;>.  H  (isa-.i.       l)()()k.       After  discussicui   it   was  ordered 

that   a    committee,    consisting   of    Comrades  Hudson   Fitch, 

D.  K.  Blystone  and  C.  1j.  Gilbert  be  authorized  to  devise, 

adojit   and   cxccnte   plans   for   publishing 

the  I'eginu'utal  history. 

Lieut.  D.  K.  Blystone,  wlio  had  been 

a[i]H)inted  as  the  delegate  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  visit  the  battletield  of  Chickamauga 

with  the  Ohio  Commission   and   assist  in 

selecting  a   site  for  a    monument,   to    be 

erected    l>y   the    State  of   Ohio,    reported 

that  he  had  [>ertbrmed  tlie  duty  assigned, 

and  that  the  nu)nument  would  be  located 

at  the  position   held  by  the  regiment  at 

the  close  of  the  battle   on   Sunday,  Sept.  2<>,  I860,  near  the 

Snodgrass  house. 

A  letter  from    Capt.  J.  C.  McElroy.  Secretary  of   the 

Ohio  Chickamauga  Commission,  was  read,   in   reference  to 

whieli  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 


.IciIIN    H.  WllITAKKU,    ]). 
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n<xi,lr,,l.  That  ('apt.  (".  T.  Clark.  Licui.  D.  K.  I'.lystunc  and  ('apt. 
]\I.  \'.  B.  Kiiitc  hv  and  aw  IutcIjv  appdintnl  ami  antlidi-izcd  to  r'.j)rcs('iit 
tliis  .Vssofiat itiii.  and  tn  decide  all  (lucslicpiis  ami  pcrtdnii  all  arl>  that  may 
!)('  (U'ciik'd  (ir  perfoniu'd  hy  smxixois  nt'  the  iL^olli  < ».  \'.  I.  und'.-r  hn\s 
iTJatiiig  til  the  erection  i>f  mununients  nn   ;he  !):itt  leiield  of  ( 'hickaniauga. 

A  letter  from  Mrs.  Mathews  was  received  (•(Hitaining  a 
|K)eiii  written  tor  tlie  reunion  of  1S'.*8.  and  tlu'  poeni  was  read 
and  (^rderi'd  printed  in  the  niinntes. 


f:LEVENrH  A-XMAL  KKTMOX. 


At  riTTsiuiUi,   Pa..  Sept.  12. 


]S!)4. 


Eight}'  comrades  Avere  present.  The  Xationa!  Eneamp- 
meiit  of  tlie  Grand  Armj'  of  the  Republic,  hchl  at  I*ittshurg 
the  same  week,  hi'onght  to  tlie  reunion  of  the  li'oth  scuiie 
comrades  who  had  never  before  met  with  us.  Among  the 
nuudjer  wei"e  Capt.  E.  G.  A\'liitesides, 
Henry  IT.  Adauis,  of  G,  and  Dr.  James 
G.  Buchanan.  Most  of  the  time  wa> 
devoted  to  social  reunion,  but  the  neces- 
sary business  was  transacted,  the  most 
important  items  being  as  follows: 

UKI'oltT    OF    Co.MMJTTKE    ON    (  II KK  AM  Al'GA 


.MOXr.MI'.N' 


.lA>n;s  WudiPAUn.  K  (l.ydi. 


At  tlu-  request  ul  the  (Jhin  ('(Hiimi.-siiin  \vi 
examined  the  designs  foi-  monuiiK'nts  placed  on  exhibition  in  tlie  Senate 
Chamber  hist  fall,  and  from  which  representatives  of  regiments  were  per- 
iiiitte(l  to  make  selections,  sul)ject  to  api)rova]  by  the  Comn'iission,  and  we 
selected  and  reconuneiided  a  ilesign  drawn  Iw  Charles  H.  Clark,  of  Colum- 
1hi.<.  ()iiiii,  a  photograj)!!  of  which  we  sulimit  with  tlu-  re))ort.  The  design, 
with  some  slight  changes,  was  ai)pro\H'd  by  the  Ohio  Comnussion.  and  later 
1)\  the  Xational  Commission,  and  the  Ohio  Commission  then  contracted 
for  its  erection  l\v  K.  F.  Carr  &  Co..  of  Qnincy,  Mass. 
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Eli  Y( 


(IS'.IO). 


Tlic  iiHinmncnl  i>  nf  dark  <^niiicv  granite,  sm-iiioniited  by  a  tiger  cut 
out  of  Maine  granite.     On  the  face  of  the  nionunient  nhown  in  the  photo- 
graph is  a  niedalionof  Colonel  Opdycke  and  a  battle  scene  in  haa  relief,  both 
executed  in  cojjper  l)r<inze,  and  also  the  following  inscriptions  in  raised  and 
polished  block  letters,  c'c. : 

On    tlie    Hval    band    near    tlie    tDp.    "l^.ltli 

().  \-.  i;' 

M  \  Below    the    medaliiui,     ""Co].    Emersun    ()p- 

W-  I  ilycke,   Ooni'dg." 

"**  —*  On  tlie  third  l)ase,  "Marker's  Brig.,  AVood's 

Div." 

On  the  second  l)ase,  "'L'lsi  Army  Corps. "' 
On  the  reverse  side  is  the  inscription,  "  125th 
O.  "S'.  I."  and  in  the  oval  space  opposite  the  niedal- 
ion  is  the  Oliio  shield  in  bronze,  and  in  the  space 
o})posite  the  battle  scene  is  a  copper  plate  contain- 
ing the  legend  in  raised  letters,  as  follows  : 

"Sept.  19,  180:;,  from  4::J0  p.  m.  to  ."r:;0  e.  m., 
this  regiment  was  severely  engaged,  al)ont  <i(l(i  yards 
north  of  Viniard's  and  about  200  yards  east  of  the  road,  cajituring  one 
officer  and  nine  men. 

•'Sept.  20,  about  11.30  a.  m.,  formed  for  battle  about  100  yards  south 
of  this  ridge  and  advanced  to  the  north  end  of  Dyer's  field,  wdiere  it  met 
and  engaged  the  enemy  and  resisted  his  furtlier  advance  from  12  m.  to  1:00 
p.  Ji.,  when  it  was  forced  to  retire.  It  reached  tlds 
position  about  1:;;0  e.  m.  and  occupied  it  until  about 
7:00  p.  .M.,  when  it  was  ordered  to  Eossville.  From 
1:30  p.  M.  to  7:00  p.  m.  it  assisted  in  repelling  all 
assatdts  on  this  part  of  the  line. 

••AVent  into  action  with  Hi  otlicers.  2!»S  men; 
aggregate,  314. 

"Lost:  Killed,  17:  wounded,  s:; ;  missing,  5; 
aggregate,  105." 

Tlie  battle  scene  will  remind  mend>ers  of  the 
regimeiit  of  the  flag  ei)i.<ode,  that  did  occur,  and 
which  ;  is  mentioned  in  the  official  reports  oi 
Thomas,  Wood,  Ilarker,  Opdycke  and  others. 

Among  other  letters  received  by  your  c((m- 
mittee,  was  one  from  Gen.  Thomas  .J.  \\'ood.  a   f'li 
same  apjiearing  on  the  badges  for  this  occasion.® 

Respectfully  submitted. 


ilr 


I). 


)py  of   ])art  of 


'=?ee  page  ViG. 


C.  T.  Clark, 

D.  K.  Bly.stone, 
M.   V.  B.   KiN(;, 

('(iiKiiiiltie. 


=^_.--A*^.-ai, 


>'->»    -v.-^- 
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The  report  <>f  the  Historian  was  submitted,  iiicludiiiti- 
nuinuscript  prepared  for  publication,  tlie  report  giving  a 
brief  description  of  the  several  chapters,  and  recommending 
that  portraits  of  officers  and  men  oC  the  regiment,  and  also 
of  otliei-  distinguished  officers,  be  included  in  the  printed 
volume.  It  was  oi'dered  by  unanimous  vote  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  l*ublication,  rh.:  Hudson  Fitch,  D.  Iv.  Blystone, 
and  C\  L.  Uilliert,  bave  fu[i  authority  to  do  what  they  thiids: 
proper  in  order  to  get  the  book  jirinted  and  sold  to  comrades 
and  friends  of  the  regiment. 

The  large  I'oom  in  whieh  the  meeting  was  held  was 
tilled  with  visitors,  including  a  number  of  members  of  La- 
fayette I'ost,  (t.  a.  li.,  of  New  Vork  City,  of  wliich  our 
comrade,  Henry  H.  Adams,  is  Commander,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  light  a  camp  lire.  Interesting- 
speeches  were  made  by  Comrade  Adams. 
Gen.  Charles  T.  H.  CoUis  and  others  of 
Lafayette  Post,  and  by  Ca})tain  White- 
sides.  Miss  Mattie  Archer,  daughter  of 
Comrade  James  E.  Archer,  of  H,  ren- 
dered "The  Star  Spangled  Banner.'' 

Adjcmrned  to  accept  the  invitation 
of  Lafayette  Post  to  partake  of  tlieir 
hos[)itality,  and  the  members  proceeded 
in  a  body  to  the  quarters  of  Lafayette 
]*ost,  where  the  cam[)  lire  was  again  lighted.  Comrade 
Adams,  b}'  request,  gave  an  account  of  Memorial  Day  ser- 
vices at  the  grave  of  General  Lafayette,  in  I*aris,  France,  at 
whieh  he  represented  his  })ost,  and  in  whieh  descendants  ot 
the  General  and  mnny  distinguished  Americans  and  French- 
men )  participated. 

SECOXn    ]»AY. 


Ai.MiiN  Peck.  I'.. 


On  motion  of  Ca})tain  Whitesides,  seconded  l)y  Lieu- 
tenant Postlewait,  the  offieers  of  the  Association  were  re- 
•elccted  for  the  ensuinsi;  year. 
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On   call   of  tlie    roll   it   was  reported   that   tlic  following 
comrades  had  died  since  the  last  meetinii;;,  >'ii.:  dames  Beggs, 
of  D;  Jesse  13.  Luse,  of  (':  .James  Paden  and  F.  II.  Knight,, 
of  B.      A[»[ii"o|)riate  resolntions  were  adopted. 

The  Association   tlien   adjonrne<l,  tlie  comrades   remain- 
ing in  the  room,  however,  until  noon. 


TWKLl'TIl  AXNILVL  REUNION. 


At  Yoi'NcsiowN,   <)ni<>.   .Jri.Y  :>  and  4.   ISli.i 


The  l)usiness  session  w^as  held  in  the  liall  of  Tod  Post, 
(i.  A.  P.,  and  the  husiness  related  almost  exclusively  to  tlie 
regimental  lii story. 

The  Secretary  read  the  list  of  com- 
rades whose  photographs  had  been  jiro- 
cured,  and  steps  were  taken  to  procure 
others. 

The  Committee  on  Publication  sub- 
mitted a  report,  showing  that  the  sub- 
scriptions fell  short  of  UK^eting  the  expense 
of  publication  ;  ex})laining  alterations  in 
the  plan,  by  whicli  one  portrait  appeared 
on  each  page,  and  urging  comrades  to 
send  in  the  amounts  subscribed  without  delay.  The  report 
was  approved. 

Kesolutions  were  adopted  thanking  the  Historian  for 
tlie  faithful  discharge  of  the  duty  im})osed  u[)on  him  by  the 
association  ;  the  Publication  Committee  for  tlieii-  untiring 
efforts,  and  the  Chickamauga  Monument  Committee  for 
good  work  in  the  selection  of  a  suitable  design  and  securing^ 
its  adoption  by  the  Ohio  Commission. 


.IdliN  ('.  Nayi.oi; 
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held  tlie  GovernorV 


Letters  were  read  from  absent  comrades,'"/^.;  Xathau 
E.  Hall,  Frederick  Nauck,  Henry  G.  Russell,  Elijah  Kessler, 
James  A.  IS'eeds,  Samuel  Green,  John  Henson  and  F.  L. 
Allen. 

A  letter  from  Col.  Arthur  MciVrthur,  24tli  Wisconsin. 
was  read  as  follows  : 

UkADQI  AKTEIW    DEPARTMENT  UK    TkXAS,  | 

Assistant  Adjutant  Cjexerai-'s  Offk'E,  j- 
8an  Antonio,  Texas,  May  i:',  lSi)5.  ) 
Peak  Captain  Clakk: 

I  have  just  received  your  uote  of  May  .'J  tlimugh  th(-Adjntaut  Gen- 
eral's utiice  in  Washington,  in  wiiieli  you  express  a  desire  to  incorporate  a 
cut  of  myself,  with  other  reginienlal  connnanders  of  the  First  Brigade,  in 
your  forthcoming  History  of  the  125th  Ohio.  I  comi)ly  with  your  request 
with  great  pleasure,  and  enclose  herewith  an  engraving  taken  just  after  the 
muster-out  in  lS(i5.  AVhen  the  war  ended  I  was  Lieutenant  Colonel,  but 
■ominission  as  Colonel,  which  the  "War  Department 
refused  to  recognize.  The  Wisconsin  historian,  how- 
ever, for  \\hom  the  engraving  was  made,  insisted  on 
tlie  full  rank,  hence  the  shotdder  straps  in  the  en- 
gra\ing. 

Til  l)e  tluis  associated  for  all  time  witli  tlie 
iL'.'ith  I  appreciate  as  a  great  distinction,  and  I  l)eg 
to  tliank  you  V(>ry  much  for  rciiiemlu'iing  me  in 
sucli  an  agreeabk-  manner. 

1  understand  from  yom-  ■ori-espondence  that 
you  purpose  giving  special  prominence  in  your  narra- 
tive to  the  part  taken  by  the  I'egiment  and  brigade  in 
the  battle  of  Franklin.  This  is  very  pr()])er,  as  it  is 
rarely  tlic  case  that  the  influence  of  a  ])articular 
coiiimand  in  controlling  a  great  event  can  be  as 
cleai'ly  traced  as  in  bvlialf  of  the  First  brigade  at  Franklin:  and  the  deci- 
sive character  of  the  battle  itself  cannot  be  overestimated,  as  it  transpired 
at  a  most  critical  period  of  the  war. 

Briefly  stated,  the  situation  was  something  as  follows: 
(ieneral  Sherman  was  in  (icorgia,  iai)idly  approaclung  Sa\annah,  l)Ut 
still  without  a  base;  (xeneral  (irant  had  no  troops  to  spare  from  the  front 
of  Petersburg  and  Richmond;  in  New  Orleans  and  other  places  in  the  far 
Soutli  and  West  we  had  only  a  few  thousand  men.  Hood's  success  at 
Franklin,  therefore,  meant  Confederate  supremacy  over  Tennessee  and 
Kentucky,  with  the  numerical  strength  of  his  army  raised  probably  to  at 
least  100,(;00  men.  With  such  a  force  it  was  possibli'  for  him  to  sweep  up 
to  the  Ohio  Kiver,  and  thereby  oblige  <  ieneral  Grant  to  detach  largely  from 
Ills  army  for  the  ])rotec1ion  of  the  West,  thus  t'Xposing  General  Sherman 


.lii-i Ml   .Ml'l.l;^,  K 
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in  Georgia  to  a  concentrated  attack  by  Lee  before  lie  could  reacb  his  new 
base.  In  a  word,  liad  Hood  entered  Xasliville  sword  in  hantl  at  tlie  liead  of  a 
victorious  army,  winch  wnuld  have  resulted  from  defeat  of  the  Union  army 
at  Franklin,  the  civil  war  in  all  its  sulisequent  scenesjniglit  have  been 
essentially  varied. 

Battles  great  tor  conception  or  ]iulitical  results,  ought  to  l)c  studied; 
l)ut  those  that  save  should  1h'  couinirnioratcd  and  celebrated.  We  ow^e 
admiration  to  the  first;  gratitude  to  the  others.  Franklin  was  essentially 
a  battle  that  saved,  and  as  such  must  be  classified  as  second  only  to  Gettys- 
l)urg  in  importance  during  the  entire  war. 

In  this  transcendent  conflict  the  First  lirigadr 
played  a  jiart  peculiarly  its  own.  Whatever  disi>utcs 
maj-  have  arisen  from  the  battle  in  other  respects,  it 
lias  never  been  denied  that  Oj)dycke's  command  re- 
stored the  broken  line  at  Carter's  Hill.  In  tliis 
light  I  havi'.  therefore,  made  the  foregoing  connect- 
ed and  somewhat  lengthy  statement  in  order  to  sug- 
gest the  expediency  of  an  effort  to  secure  a  suitable 
brigade  memorial,  to  be  erected  on  tlie  field.  Ohio, 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin  are  interested.  If  each  State 
could  be  induced  to  aiijiropriate  SboOO  for  each  (tf  its 
regiments  there  engaged,  the  individual  etlbrts  of  ^^^  ^^^^^^^  Asskew, 
surA-ivors  in  addition  thereto  might,  perhaps,   be  i.^th  O.  v.  I. 

sufficient  to  secure  a  site  and  put  the  monument  on  a      I5vt.  Brigadier  General, 
solid  foundation.     Please  reflect  upon  the  matter,   and  if    favorably  im- 
pressed by  the  suggestion,  consider  the  ])ossibility  of  giving  practical  effect 
to  a  movement  looking  to  the  end  in  view. 

Very-  truly  yotu's, 

Artuik  MacArtiuk,  Jr. 


A  general  diseussion  ensued  as  to  the  best  way  to  }iro- 
ceed  to  secure  either  a  nionunieut  to  Opdycke's  brigade  on 
Carters  Hill  at  Franklin  or  the  establishment  there  of  a 
Xational  Park,  with  monuments  showing  the  jjosition  in  the 
lines  of  all  regiments  and  batteries  of  both  tirmies  engaged 
in  the  battle,  after  which  it  was  moved  and  carried  that  a 
committee  of  five  be  appointed  with  authority  to  conduct 
such  correspondence  and  take  such  action  as  they  may  deem 
])ro}ier  in  unison  with  committees  that  may  l)e  a[ipointed 
from  other  regimental  associations.     The  Chair  appointed  as 
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siu-li  (•(.imnlttt'e  Captains  CMark,  Rice  and  Dickson  and  Lien- 
tenants  r,lyst(»ne  and  Blackbnrn. 

Tlic  decease  in  tlie  past  year  of  three  coniradcs  was 
rei...rtcd,  i-'n.:  Michael  Perrino-er,  of  B  ;  John  Crouch,  of  K, 
and  dost'i.li  B.  Naylor,  of  A. 

It  was  decided  to  hoh]  the  next  reunion  at  Cohunbus, 
at  the  same  time  witli  the  Department  Encampment  of 
Ohio,  (I.  A.  R. 

The  Executive  Committee  was  directed  to  invite  Col. 
J)avid  11.  Moore  to  deliver  an  address  on  that  occasion. 


NOTKh;  FROM  SECKETAEY'S  KKCORD,   liotli  ( ).  W  I.  ASSOCIATION. 

Adams,  IIenky  H.,  of  G,  was  in  Confederate  prison  at  Ca- 
haha  three  months;  exchanged  Nov.  15,  1864;  present 
address,  115  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

Bates,  Bvt.  Col.  Edward  P.,  served  three  months  in  llith 
O.  V.  I.  before  joining  the  125th;  was  in  every  conflict 
with  the  regiment;  ranking  Captain  in  the  Army  of  the 
Cundjerland  when  mustered  out;  present  address,  320 
8ampson  Street,  San  Erancisc(»,  Cal. 

Bi'NTS,  Capt.  W.  C,  at  close  of  the  war  engaged  in  practice 
of  law  at  Nashville,  Tenn. ;  removed  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
in  1866,  where  he  served  as  Assistant  U.  S.  District 
Attorney  and  City  Solicitor;  he  was  Department  Com- 
mander of  Ohio,  G.  A.  R.,  in  1872. 

CuKi's,  dEKEMiAH,  of  A,  was  ouc  of  about  flfty  men  who  were 
never  absent  froui  the  regiment  while  in  service. 

Daii-kv,  Wii-LiAM,  of  H,  lost  an  arm  at  Kenesaw,  and  is  called 

"John  "  Dailey  on  page  282  by  mistake. 
Dickson,  James  R.,  of  A,  is  Superintendent  of  the  Mahoning 

County  (Ohio)  Intirmary. 


C.M'T.  CiiAr.i.Ks  T.  Ci.Ar.K,  K  (1WI5) 


i2jth   O.    V.    r.  ASSOCIATION'.  449 

Duncan,  Wilua.m,  of  I,  served  in  the  87th  O.  Y.  I.  before 
joining  the  125tli ;  was  captured  with  that  regiment  at 
Harpers  Ferry,  Sept.  15,  1862,  and  paroled;  was  one  of 
the  men  with  Captain  Parks  wlien  the  guns  were  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy's  rear  guard  at  Mission  Eidge. 

EiuiiTV-xiNTU  O.  Y.  I.  was  captured  at  Chickamauga  ;  by 
misprint  n-ads  39th  on  i)age  120. 

Fay,  Thoma.<,  of  C,  came  direct  from  County  Galway,  Ire- 
land, to  the  125th. 

French,  Caleb,  of  B,  was  at  headquarters  with  Opdycke 
most  of  the  time,  his  favorite  orderly. 

Fitch,  Hukson,  of  D,  while  a  prisoner  of  war  was  coniined  in 
several  prisons,  ciz.:  Andersonville,  Savannah,  Millen 
and  Blackshear  Station  ;  is  at  present  General  Freight 
Agent  of  the  Ohio  Central  R.  R.  lines. 

Fosnaucht,  Emory,  of  A,  while  with  a  wagon  train  frona 
Chattanooga  to  Bridgeport,  was  severely  wounded,  shot 
by  a  Confederate  picket  across  the  Tennessee  River. 

Gilbert,  C.Lafayette,  of  1),  resides  at  22  Linwood  Avenue, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Humphreys,  Lieut.  Davuj,  went  from  the  12oth  to  the  Topo- 
graphical Engineers'  Corps. 

Keck,  Frederick,  of  C,  was  one  of  those  who  went  through 
every  battle  with  the  125th. 

Kin(t,  Capt.  M.  Y.  B.,  served  in  the  19th  O.  Y.  I.  \\y\oy  to 
receivino-  a  commission  in  the  125th. 

Leimbach,  Lieut.  Charles,  was  accidentally  drowned  from 
steamer  "  Glidden  "  at  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Masters,  Joseph  J).,  of  K,  is  a  clergyman. 

Masters,  G.  H.,  (»f  K,  is  a  physician. 

Miller,  William,  of  E,  told  a  comrade  that  his  real  name 
was  David  W.  Barber. 

Newlin,  Lieut.  W.  H.,  73rd  Illinois,  wi-ites,  relative  to  Op- 
dyeke's  report  of  the  battle  of  Franklin,  that  it  is  tlie 
concurrent   opinion  of  73i'd  Illinois  men  that  they  were 
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at  no  time  east  of  the  pike,  the  interence  beiii";  that  the 
charge  was  commenced  before  they  liad  time  to  reach 
the  position  given  tlie  regiment  in  the  report.  The 
report  shows  that  the  charge  was  commenced  while  the 
several  regiments  were  moving  into  position, 

Penfield,  Lieut.  H.  N.,  resides  at  29  Central  Street,  Spring- 
field, Mass. 

PosTLEWAiT,  Lieut.  Alex.  H.,  was  so  generally  called  Postle 
that  most  of  his  army  associates  did  not  know  his  full 
name. 

Powers,  Capt.  K.  C,  went  to  Mississippi  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  bought  a  plantation  and  raised  cotton  ;  in  conse- 
quence of  favoring  the  Reconstruction  act  was  nominat- 
ed by  the  Reconstruction  Party  for  Lieutenant  Governor 
in  1869,  and  elected;  in  1871  became  Governor  by  the 
election  of  Governor  Alcorn  to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  and 
served  acceptably  to  all  the  people,  but  was  succeeded 
by  an  extreme  Radical,  General  Ames. 

Rice,  Capt.  Ralsa  C,  served  ten  months  in  Company  I),  2nd 
0.  V.  C,  before  joining  the  125th. 

Scripture,  Edwin  A.,  of  D,  was  in  every  battle  with  the 
125th. 

TuTTLE,  Joseph,  of  D,  mentioned  on  page  2(31  by  mistake  as 
discharged  in  Ma}',  1864;  it  was  May,  1865. 

Vallandixgham,  George  B.,  of  E,  is  editor  of  the  North 
Dakota  Patriot. 

Williams,  Capt.  W.  S.,  did  double  duty  in  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, having  commanded  a  company  in  the  Pioneers' 
Battalion,  as  well  as  Company  G,  125th.  When  did  the 
[)ioneers  sleep  in  that  campaign  ? 

Williams,  John  S.,  of  D,  was  in  every  battle  with  the  125th. 

Wood,  Ma.j.  Gex.  Thomas  J.  (on  retired  list),  resides  at  Day- 
ton, Ohio. 


ROSTER  =  INDEX. 


Officers   and   Men   of    I2^th    O.    V.    I. 


FIELD   AND   STAFF. 

Colonel. 

Eirerson  Opdycke— Died  at  New  York  iu  1885.  Caiitaiii  Co.  A.  41st  O.  V.  I.;  Colonel 
IJoth  t).  V.  I.:  wonuded  at  Shiloh  and  at  Resaca;  Brevet  Brigadier  General; 
Brigadier  General,  and  Brevet  Major  General  to  date  from  battle  of  Franklin. 
November  ;!(>,  Ihtil. 

Lieutenant  Colonel. 

Henry  B.  Banning— Deceased.    Portrait,  8;  mentioned.  11,  22,  24, -10,  4.3,  52,  r>7.-227: 

Colonel  121st  O.  V.  I.  and  195tli  O.  V.  I.;  Brevet  Brigadier  General  to  date  March 

l:^,  18(;:.. 
David  H.  Moore-  Cincinnati,  O.    Portraits,  10,  272:  mentioned,  12, 14.  hl^Wi,  197, 199, 

201,  202.203,  205,  211,213,217,  221,229,230,  231,  218,261,276,277,287,  306.  309,  430,  448. 
.Joseph  Bruft'— Died  Xov.  4,  1885.    See  Major  B.:  portrait,  2:  mentioned.  373.  375.  370, 

377,  37S.  383,  387,  388,  389,  393,  394,  405,  408,  409,  410,  415,  420,  423.  424,  427. 

Major. 

George  L.  Wood— Deceased.     Portrait,  3;  mentioned,  14,  20,  57,  58. 
Joseph  Brnft'— See  Captain  Company  A:  mentioned,  2o3,  277;  wounded,  282 ;    men- 
tioned, 369,  373  :  y)romoted  to  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

burgeon. 

Henry  McHeury— Deceased.     Portrait,  14;  M..  14.  57,  5S,  74,  122,  175.  207,  378,  389,  42(5. 

Assistant  Surgeon. 

John  K.  Darby-Cleveland.  (».    Portraits,  214,  322;  mentioned,  14,  122,  261. 
Porter  Yates— Port  Clinton,  O.    Portrait,  21 :  mentioned,  60. 
James  G.  Buchanan- Alleghanv,  Pa.    Mentioned,  122,  376,  441. 
William  E.  McKim— Deceased. "  Mentioned.  ;S8U.  408,  4lu. 

Adjntftnl. 

Edward  G.  Whitesides— Philadelphia,  Pa.  Portraits,  11,  2S0;  mentioned,  12,  14,  21, 
24,  .58,  71.  75,  76,  113.  12.',  121,  125,  217;  promoted;  see  Captain  Company  A. 

Ridgely  C.  Powers— Phoenix,  Arizona.    Acting  Adjutant :  see  Co.  C  ;  M.,  233,  234. 

Nyrum'  Phillips— Siou.x  Falls,  S.  Dak.  Portrait,  84;  meeutioned,  377,  378,  3'?0,  389; 
see  Quartermaster  and  (Company  B  and  I. 

Freeman  Thoman  (acting)— Denver,  Col.    See  Co.  A,  Co.  H  and  Co.  D. 

J.  H.  Blackburn  i  acting)— Latimer,  O.    See  Company  F  and  Company  A. 

Quarlermaf'ter. 

Abner  B.  Carter— Pi  i  it  rait,  195;  mentioned.  14,  43.  195,  217,  261,  263. 

Nvrnni  Phillips— Sic. ux  Falls.  S.  Dak      Promoted  to  .\diutanT. 

William  H.  Crow  ell— Maple  City,  Mich.     Portrait,  :;51  :  mentioned,  ;W4,  377,  :i89. 

CliajAain. 

Rev.  John  W.  Lewis— Fairl)ault.  Minn.     Portrait.  215;    M..  .302,  :»;,  375,  376,  W. 

Sergeant  ilajov. 

1  Seabnrv  A.  Smith— Killed  in  battle.     P..  203;  M..  74;  Pro.:  see  Lieut.  Smith,  Co.  I. 

2  Freeman  Collins— Kille<i  in  biittle.     M..  122,  175,  200:  Pro.;  see  Lieut.  Collins,  Co.  D. 

3  Henrj-  A.  Bell— Mentioned,  212,  :^90. 

Hud.son  Fitch  (acting)— See  First  Sergeant  Comi)any  D. 


-Abbreviations:    P.  for  i)ortrait  :  M.  for  mentioned  ;  Pro.  for  promoted  :  Disc,  for  dis- 
charge<L 
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(Quartermaster  Sergeant. 

4    Melviu  E.  Hillis— MariDii,  Ind.    Portrait,  37;  mentioned,  59,  60. 

-->    William  H.  Crowell— Maple  City,  Mich.    See  Co.  B:  M.,  59.  17.5;  Pro.:  see  above. 

a    Henry  Lord— See  Company  K;  mentioned,  3S0. 

Coramisarij  Sergeant. 

7  Hezekiah  N.  Steadman— Deceased.    Portrait,  62;  mentioned.  122,  124,  217,262;  pro- 

moted First  Lieutenant  Company  E,  and  Captain  Company  K. 

8  Thomas  Trimble— See  Company  F;  portrait,  192;  mentioned.  175,  390. 

Hospital  Steward. 

9  Simon  Herring— Died  in  .service.    Mentioned,  57. 

10  GeorgeDetrick— Mentioned,  58,  390. 

J.  F.  Scott  (acting)- Sarcoxie,  Mo.    See  Company  F  ;  ])ortrait.  177. 

Principal  Mmician. 

11  Peter  Dem me— Mentioned,  60. 

12  Samuel  H.  .Sidliuger— Hutchinson,  Kans.    Mentioned,  390. 

13  Benjamin  P".  Young— .Tefrerson,0.    Portrait,  384 ;  mentioned,  390. 


William  Hull— Warren,  O.    Portrait,  2>--1 ;  mentioned,  284. 

Francis  R.   Davis— Huntsville,  Ala.    Joined   October  17,  1864,  at  t'hattauooga  and 
went  North  with  Company  A  in  .June,  1865. 


COMPANY    A. 

('initai)i. 


.Joseph  Bnitf— Si'c  Lieuteuaiit  Cdloiicl  Brufl'.  Portrait,  2;  mentioned,  3,  122,  176,  J77, 
179.  217;  promoted;  sec  Major  P>. 

Edward  G.  Whitesides— Phihclelphia,  Pa.  See  Adjutant:  portraits,  11.  280;  men- 
tioned. 26:^.  280.  2s]  ;  wounded,  V:82;  mentioned,  356,  370,  390,  441,  444. 

Firi<l  Liiulenant. 

Robert  B.  Stewart— Killed  in  battle.    P.,  4  ;  M..  3,  .58. 217 ;  Pro.,  see  Capt.  Company  D. 

Alexander  Dickson— Caniield,  O.  See  Second  Lieutenant  below;  portraits,  168,  368 ; 
mentioned.  217,  :WM  ;  promoted,  see  Captain  Company  K. 

David  K.  Blystoue — Bladensburg,  O.  Portrait,  99;  See  Second  Lieutenant  Company 
C,  and  Sergeant  Compauv  F.;  mentioned,  303,  341,379.  382:  M'ounded,  353 ;  men- 
tioned, 424.  427,  4S7,  4:i9.  440.  441,  444,  448. 

Tiiomas  R.  Mahan — Portrait.  413;  mentioned,  377,  ZQQ:  see  Company  C. 

Second  Lieutenant. 

Alexander  Dickson — Canfield,  O.    M..  3.  16;  Pro.,  .see  above  and  Capt.  Company  K. 
Daniel  K.  Bush— Canton.  O.    See  First  Sergeant ;  mentioned,  :!92. 

First  Sirfjeant. 

14  ,Iaines  B.  .Morris— Ivi!le<i  in  battle.    Portrait,  1.56;  mentioned,  P4,  100,  126. 

15  Freeman  Thomau— Denver,  Col.     P..  .59,  295:  M.,  16,  177,  217;  Pro.,  see  Co.  H.  and  D. 

16  .I.isiah  H.  lilackhnrn— Latimer,  O.    P.,  :H41 ;  M.,  262:  Pro.,  see  Lieut.  Cos.  I  and  F. 

17  Daniel  K.  Bush— Canton,  O.     Mentioned,  376.  390,  :^92 ;  Pro.,  see  above;  M.,  124. 

Scrgranti^. 

18  William  Townsend— Died  at  Alliance.©.    Wounded,  :i01. 

19  Nathan  .1.  Thomas— Sabetha,  Kans.     Portrait,  192;  -mentioned,  .382,  ;?90. 

20  .Joseph  H.  Naylor— Died  at  Beloit,  O.,  in  189.5.     Portrait,  434;  mentioned,  .57.  448. 

21  Michael  Woolford— Chase  City,  Va.    Portrait.  2:37  ;  wounded,  242;  mentioned,  .381. 

22  Robert  P.  King— Akron,  Ohio.    Wounded,  242;  mentioned,  38S. 

Corporals. 

23  Luther  S.  Calvin— Pa.sadena,  CaL    Portrait,  231 ;  wounded,  2:W;  mentioned,  231,  390. 

24  Silas  Coy— Calla,  O.    Portrait,  4:^6 ;  mentioned,  390. 

25  .Joshua  Crouse— Died  at  E.  Lewistown,  O.    Wounded,  282;  mentioned,  ;38i. 
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•26  James  R.  Dickson— e'luilield,  O.     Portrait,  12S:  wounded,  129.  270:  M..  2G3, -WD. 

27  James  Dickscm— Died  at  Ellsworth,  O.    Meutioued,  390,  4.S7. 

28  Georfre  Ilottraaii— Mentioned,  41. 

29  William  Hutton  — Portrait,  34.");  wounded,  354 :  mentioned,  3S8. 

30  Alex.  D    Pollock — Died  in  .service.    Mentioned,  63. 

31  Ephriiiiii  .Snyder — Killed  in  battle,  241. 

32  John  H.  .stamp— Mt.  rnion.  O.     Mentioned,  217. 

33  Irvin  Thoman— Huron,  .S.  Dak.    Portrait,  370:  meutioued.  390. 

34  Charles  \Vajjuer—Ai)i>le  Creek,  O.     Portrait,  2ri8:  wounded.  307:  mentioned.  390. 

35  Dishtoii  Young— Wounded,  l;W,  2S2:  mentioned,  390. 

Enlisted  Men. 

36  Arbuckle,  George— Wounded,  2 iO;  mentioned,  3SS. 

87  Baker.  .Sylvanus— Greenford,  O.    Portrait,  402;  meutioued,  264.  390. 

38  Barrieks,  Henry  L.— Tipton.  Mo.     Mentioned,  57. 

39  Bates,  Gi'orge  W.—Suodes,  O.    Portrait.  M»:  wounded,  131:  mentioned,  390. 

40  Baughman.  Jacob— Deceased.    Mentioned,  3ss. 

41  Beerman,  George— Hadley,  Pa.    Portrait,  .30J;  mentioned,  390,  448. 

Blackburn.  Josiah  H.— First  Sergeant,  see  No.  Ki,  also  Company  I  and  Company  F. 

42  Blim,  Jacob  S.— Deceased.     Meutioued,  83,  264. 

43  Blim,  John  S. — Xew  Castle,  Pa.    Portrait,  2:te :  mentioned,  ,390. 

44  Boner,  John— Deceased.    Meutioued.  374,  388,  4:>1,  436;  portrait,  429. 

45  Buunel,  Horace — Died  in  service,  63. 

46  Bunnel,  Reubiu— Killed  in  battle.  178. 
Bush,  Dauiel  K. — First  Sergeant,  see  No.  17. 

47  Callahan,  Albert— Greeuford,  O.    Mentioned,  375,  390. 

48  Callahan,  Jeremiah — Died  of  wounds,  241. 

49  Callahan,  Joshua— Poland,  O.     Mentioned,  75. 

.50    Callahan,  Mathias  C— Greenford,  O.    Portrait,  210;  wounded,  211;  M.,  212,  :i77,  390. 

51  Calviu,  George  W. — Died  in  service,  60. 

52  Calviu,  Jacob  B.— Died  in  service,  51;  portrait,  33 

.53    Calviu,  John  P.— Deceased.     Disc,  on  Surgeon's  certificate.  Dec.  11.  1862;  M..  43>!. 

Calviu.  Luther  S. — Corporal,  see  No.  23. 
•54    Carr,  Edward — No  record  found. 
55    Color,  Solomou^North  Lima,  O.    Mentioned,  -VJ. 

Coy,  Silas — Corporal,  see  No.  24. 
.56    Coy,  Simon  S.— Holdeii,  Mo.    Mentioned,  83. 

57  Crep.s,  Jacob— Killed  in  battle,  127;  portrait,  90. 

58  Creps,  Jeremiah — North  Lima,  O.    Portrait,  :197:  mentioned,  .390. 
Grouse.  Jo-;hua — Cori»>ral,  see  No,  25. 

.59    Danforth.  John- Killed  in  battle.  241. 

60  Detchon,  Coruelius  .1.— Killed  in  battle.  241 :  portrait,  236. 
Dickson,  James  R.— Corporal,  see  No.  26. 

Dickson,  James — Corporal,  see  No.  27. 

61  Dielcson,  William — Died  of  wounds,  241. 

62  Erb,  David  B.—Youugstowu,  O.     Mentioned,  374.  :!90. 

63  Flack.  James— Killed  in  battle,  241. 

64  Fosnaucht,  Emory  A.— North  Lima,  O.    Portrait,  394:  mentioned,  384,  149. 

65  Getz.  John— Mentioned.  374,  3s,s. 

66  Goodman.  Isaac— Died  in  service.  60 :  portrait,  437. 

67  Harriff.  Sylvester— Died  of  wounds,  127. 

68  Hartzell,  Joseph  D.— Berlin  ('enter,  O.    Mentioned,  393:  portrait,  457. 

69  Hilton.  Henry— South  New  Lyme,  O.    Mentioned,  390:  i)ortrait,  438. 
HofFman,  George— Corporal,  see  No.  28. 

Huttou.  William — Corporal,  see  No.  29. 

70  lutildt,  Cciruelius— Killed  in  battle,  226. 

71  Kelly,  E!i  C— Wounded,  IsO;  mentioned,  :59J. 
King,  Robert  P. — Sergeant,  see  No.  21. 

T2    Lazarus,  Orin  L. — Deceased.     Portrait,  43s :  meutioued.  375,  3SS,  428. 

73  Lloyd.  David— Died  in  service.    Portrait.  438:  meutioued,  196. 

74  Meiger,  Peter— New  Buffalo,  O.    Portrait,  395;  wonuded,  131;  mentioned,  317,  .■»9. 

75  Miller,  Alexander — Died  of  wounds,  127. 

76  Miller,  .'^amuel  .V.— Mentioned.  390. 

77  Moruingstar,  Samuel — Died  in  service.     Wonuded.  242:  died.  374. 
Morris,  .bimes  B. — First  Sergeant,  see  No.  14. 

78  Naylor,  John  C. — Died  in  .service.    Portrait,  H5:  meutioued.  44. 
Naylor,  Jciscph  B.  -Sergeant,  see  No.  20. 

79  Osboru,  William — Died  in  service,  63. 
Pollock,  Alexander  D. — Cori)oral,  see  No.  30. 

50  Ramsey.  James  P.— Calla.  O.     Portrait,  350 :  wounded,  354;  mentioned,  133,  379,  ,390. 

81  Richmond,  Thomas— Deceased.    Wounded.  '242;  transferred  to  Company  L  .390. 

82  Ruppert.  Jacob  W.— New  Si)ring(ield.  O.     Wounded.  ;-i69:  mentioned,  390. 
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83  Siluov    Aaron— Rctzer,  Mich.    Portrait,  53;  meutioned,  19(i. 

84  Shciii'liVl,  Jareil— Colli  Water,  Mich.    Meutioued,  382,390. 
Siivik-r,  Kphraiui— Ciirporal,  see  No.  31. 

85  Stickler,  Thomas— Deceased.    Meutioned,  390,  426. 
Stamp,  John  H.— Corporal,  see  No.  32. 

86  Steves,  .John— Deceased.    Mentioned,  44. 
.87    Stone,  Albert— Mentioned,  390,  437. 

Tbomau,  Freeman— First  Sergeant,  see  No.  15,  also  Company  H  and  (  ompany  D. 
Thoman,  Irvin— Corporal,  see  No.  33. 
Thomas,  Nathan  ,T.— .Sergeant,  see  No.  19. 
88    T(i<il,  Francis— Kcloit,  O.    Portrait,  4.39:  mentioned,  217,  390. 
Townscnd,  William— Sergeauat,  see  No.  18. 
Wagner,  c:harles— Corporal,  see  No.  34. 


S9    Webb,  Lewis— Died  of  wounds,  127;  portrait,  93. 
90    Weikart,  George  W.— Alliance,  O.    Mentioned,  390. 


91  Wilson,  Isaac— Died  of  wounds.,  271,  272. 

92  Wining,  Jonathan— Deceased.    Wounded,  242  ;  mentioned,  388. 

93  Wining,  Nicholas— E.  Lewistou,  O.    Portrait,  2:58 :  wounded,  242;  meutioned,  ;W0. 
W'oolford,  Michael— Sergeant,  see  No.  21. 

Young,  Dighton— Corporal,  see  No.  35. 

COMPANY    B. 

Captain. 

Albert  Yeomans— Deceased.    P.,  7,  16  ;  M.,  43,  74,  122,  124, 1:10, 261,  424, 427, 428,  434,  43fi. 
Ridgley  C.  Powers— Phoenix.  Ariz.    See  Company  C  :  portraits,,  6,  235  :  meutioned. 
301,  338,  375,  380,  383,  389,  392,  :«5,  450. 

Firiit  Lieutenant. 

Elmer  Moses— Denver,  Col.    P.  lb,  392;  wounded,  2,s2;  M.,  7,217;  see  Captain  Co.  E. 
Ralsa  C.  Rice— Warren,  O.    Portrait,  340;  wounded,  282;  mentioned,  '.il7,;541,  377,  382; 

jiromoted  to  Captain  Company  D,  and  see  below. 
Henry  Glenville— Portrait,  luo;  wounded,  128;  meutioued,  382,  392;  see  Company  H. 

Secund  Lieutenant. 

Charles  Harshmau— Southiiigtou,  O.    Portraits,  20,  61;  meutioued,  7,  CO. 
Kalsa  (  .  Ki(( — Pro.  from  Sergeant;  Pro.  to  First  Lieut.;  see  above  aud  Capt.  Co.  D. 
Thomas  M.  Burnham—Ditd  of  wounds,  278;  Portrait,  264  :  M.   131,  262.  282,  435. 
Rufus  E.  Woods— Transfer,  Pa.    See  First  Sergeant ;  mentioned.  :i!92,  396,  4:^6. 

First  Sergeant. 

94  Richard  K.  Hulse— Kinsman,  O.     Portraits,  78,  'SGS:  M..176,  217:  Pro.,  see  Company  K. 

95  Rufus  E.  Woods— Transfer,  Pa.    Portrait,  166;  wounded,  180;  mentioned,  392,  396; 

])romoted  to  Second  Lieutenant. 

Serfjennts. 

William  H.  Crowell— Maple  City,  Mich.    See  No.  5,  Field  and  Staff;  portrait,  351. 

96  Ralsa  C.  Rice — Warren,  O.    Promoted  to  Lieutenant  of  B,  and  Captain  of  D. 

97  Thomas  M.  Burnham— See  above;  wounded.  1.31;  protrait,  264;  Pro.  to  Lieutenant. 

98  Albert  Mathews— Kinsman,  o.     Portraits,  69,  :355;  meutioned,  396,  422,  424,  4.36. 

99  Frederick  H.  Knight— Died  Aug.  6,  is'.i:i.    Portrait,  66;  mentioned,  396,  424,  437,445. 

100  William  R.  FilcJi— Linesville,  Pa.     Mentioned,  896. 

101  James  M.  Murdock— Killed  in  battle,  ;153;  portrait,  3.i3. 

102  Roliu  D.  Barnes— Portrait,  ;!21 :  meutioned, ;:i9.  59, 124,  217;  Pro.  to  Lieut.  Company  Ci. 

103  (ieorge  P.  Davis— Jamestown.  Neb.    Meutioned,  396  :  prvrtrait,  423. 

Corporals. 

104  Darwin  F.  Allen— Kinsman,  O.    Portrait,  36  :  mentioned.  60. 

105  .Sylvester  T.  Harsbman— W.  Farmington,  O.    Portrait,  389;  mentioned,  :i96. 

106  Lyman  Root— Died  June  27,  1892.    Portrait,  373;  mentioned,  381,  :jJ6,  424.  439. 

107  Wallace  J.  Henry— Audover,  O.    Portrait,  178;  wounded,  180,  282:  meutioued,  396. 

108  Isaiah  Brown — Mentioned,  :596. 

109  John  Thompson — Mentioned,  396. 

110  William  M,  Johnson— Killed  in  battle,  127;  Portrait,  127;  mentioned,  435. 

111  William  Wasson—Kichardsville,  Pa.    Wounded.  131 ;  portrait,  .381 ;  M.,  230,396. 

112  William  11.  Lee— Frc<lonia,  Pa.     Wounded,  271 ;  portrait,  401 :  mentioned,  :W4. 
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113  Adkins.  I>enni>  .1.  — Died  Sept.  l:!,  1885.    ])is(h!ir.t,-iMl  tor  disalnlitv  .liilv,  lsi;:j:  M.  433. 
Alien,  Darwin  K.— Corporal,  see  No.  104. 

114  Austin.  Cliark's  A.— Williainstield,  0.     Portrait,  4'i;  mentioned,  75. 
Barnes.  Kolliii  !>.— Scrireant,  see  No.  Id'i,  als:)  Lieutenant  Company  G. 

Boyd,  Kiioch— Srr  Company  C,  No.  2^  i;  on  pa^e  2:'.i)  credited  to  Cii.  B  by  mistake. 

115  Brainard.  Kmerson  — Warren.  O.    Mentioned,  o7. 

116  Brittgs,  lOtliau  ('.—Died  of  wounds,  127  :  mentioned.  43'). 

117  Britton.  Darius— Titusville.  Pa.     Wounded,  130:  mentioned,  3%. 
Brown,  Isaiah — Corporal,  see  No.  108. 

118  Brown,  Morgan— Bnr.i,' Hill.  O.     Mentioned,  iw  ;  portrait,  4  »). 

119  Brown,  Oliver  R.— Troy,  Ivans.    Portrait.  193;  mentioned,  390. 

120  Brown,  Thomas — Shai|)sville.  Pa.     Mentioned,  3!)li. 

121  Brown,  Walter-Maiu'hester,  Iowa.     Mentioiieil,  396. 

122  Biindy,  Orlando — W.  Karminjjton,  ().     Mentioned,  396. 

123  Bnrnett,  James— Sharon.  Pa.     Mentioned,  3S,s. 
Burnham,  Thomas  M.— .S^rg-eant  and  Lieutenant,  see  No.  97. 

124  Carr,  .loel— Deceased .     Mentioned,  396;  substitute  for  A.  P.  Morse. 

125  Carev,  .Jesse  H.—Lanrence,  Neb      Wonuded,  130;  portrait,  PJ9;  mentioned,  396. 

126  Cook,  Gilbert  L.— Mentioned,  .396. 

127  Covert,  William  A.— Died  in  service,  51 ;  portrait,  31. 

128  Cranston.  .Tames -(irauil  Cros.sing,  Ills.     Mentioned.  39i). 

Crowell.  William  II.  — Sergeant  and  Lieutenant,  see  No.  5,  and  Quartermaster. 

129  Dana,  William  .V.— Died  of  wonnds,  230;  portrait,  229. 
Davis,  George  P.— Seriieant,  see  No.  103. 

130  Davis,  ^yilliam  E.— Mentioned,  3.5.5. 

131  Fenu  Samuel— Johnsl<inville.  O.    Wounded.  282 :  portrait,  2()3  ;  mentioned,  3Ss. 

132  Fishel,  Warren  II.  — W.  Farmington,  O.     Portrait,  257;  wounded,  260;  M.,  230,  396. 

133  Fishel,  Wesley  C.—W.  I''armiugton,  ().     Portrait,  270;  wounded,  270 ;  mentioned,  388. 

134  Fitch,  .\drian— Killed  in  battle.  281  ;  jjortrait,  290  ;  mentioned,  435. 

135  Fitch,  C.  Orasmus— Cornelian.  O.    Wonnded,  230.  portrait,  228  ;  mentioned,  .396. 

136  Fitch,  Perrv— Died  in  Rebel  prison.     Wounded  and  captured,  127;  P.,  129;  M  ,  435. 

137  Fitch,  William— Burg  Hill.  O.    Portrait,  393. 
Fitch,  William  R.— Sergeant,  see  Xo.  lOO. 

138  Floody.  .Tames— Trimbelle,  Wis.    Wounded,  131,181;  discharged,  316. 

139  Fobes,  l'"rankliu  .1.- Kinsman,  O.    Portrait.  2iS.  wounded,  211:  mentioned,  381,  396. 

140  French,  Caleb- Meso])otamia,  O.    Portrait, 343;  mentioned,  313,  396,  449. 

141  French,  George— Braceville,  O.    Portrait,  38;  mentioned,  51,  .57. 

142  Gartner,  John  P.— Died  June  r>,  IsOo.     Mentioned.  3ss,  44O:  portrait,  426. 

143  Gates,  Orin  F".— Died  in  service,  60. 

144  Giddings.  Harvey — Gustavus,  O.     Mentioned,  3!i("). 

145  Gildard,  Henry  B.— Solon,  O.    Portrait,  .n4  :  mentioned,  147. 

146  Gillis,  John— kinsman,  O.     Portrait,  303.  mentioned,  396. 

147  Gilmore.  Emorv— Williamstield.  O.     Wounded,  273;  portrait,  273 ;  mentioned   396 

148  Goft',  Porter  A.— Di«d  April  9.  1892.     Wounded,  130,  439  :  portrait,  121. 

149  Griffith,  Ilezekiah  L.— Wounded.  13). 

150  Hagar,  Asa — Died  of  wounds,  282. 
Harshman.  Sylvester  T. — Corporal,  see  No.  lori. 

151  Hatch,  Nathan  I!. — Killed  in  battle,  272;  iiortrait,  2-)9;  mentioned,  259. 

152  Heath.  Thomas  I* —Died  in  ser\'ice,  Aug.  7,  1863,  at  Nashville,  Tenu. 

153  Heurv,  Charles  W.  — Died  in  service,  57. 
Henry.  Wallace  J.  -Cori>oral.  see  No.  107. 

Hnlse.  Richard  K.  — First  Sergeant,  see  No.  91,  also  Lieut.  Comimny  K  and  Company  C. 
Johnson.  William  -M.--CoriMiral,  see  No.  110. 

154  Jones,  Washinglon— Portrait,  57  ;  mentioned,  147. 

155  King,  John  W.— Cherry  Valley,  O.     Wounded,  282;   Portrait,  267:  mentioned,  396. 
Knight.  Frederick  IL— Sergeant,  see  No.  9.1. 

Lee,  William  H; — Corporal,  see  No.  112. 

156  Loutzridiisar.  Tliomas— Farmdale,  O.     Portrait.  Il">:  mentioiieil,  131,  396. 
Mathews.  .Vlberl— .Sergeant,  see  No.  98. 

157  McMichael,  Dudlev  — Portrait,  40:  mentioned,  57.  43.">. 

158  Meaeham,  Norris— Died  Sept.  2t;,  ls,s9.     Mentioned.  .396,  431,  436. 

Morse,  Ajiollos  1'— .foel  Carr  served  as  his  substitute,  see  No.  121  and  page  .396. 

159  Moses,  Seth  F.— Mentioned,  147. 

160  Mossmaii,  John  c  — Wiihita,  Kans.     Portrait,  3S7  ;  mentioned,  396. 

161  Mossman.  Rufus  11— Killed  in  battle,  127:  portrait,  128;  mentioned,  435. 

162  Mnrdock,  (ieorge— Farmdale,  O.     Wounds.  2S2,  3.").'.  portrait,  3:!;';  mentioned,  .:96. 
Murdock.  James  M. — Sergeant,  see  No.  lul. 

163  Paden,  James— Died  .lulv  7,  1891.     Portrait,.')':  mentioned.  19i.  If). 

164  Pau(iue1t.  Tlieophili — Wounded  at  Resaca. 

165  Peck,  Almond  — Deceased.     .Mentioned,  396.  4:!L  436;  portrait,  114. 

166  Peck.  K.  K.— Deceased.     Portrait.  2I14  ;  mentioned.  217. 

167  Perringer.   .Michael  — Died  March  12.  1S9.').     Mentioned.  6:!,  Us. 
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168  Pigott,  George— Mentioiu'it.  :!!«. 

169  Pollock,  James  M.—Shnqiialiik.  Miss.     Wounded,  ISO;  iiieiiIiuiiL'<l.  .I'.n;.  |:;7. 

170  Revnolds,  Edwin  M.— Mentioned,  :!'.»ti :  transferred  to  Company  C 

Kii'-e.  Kulsa  C— St-rgeant  and  {'aptain,  ^ee  Xo.  96  and  Captain  Company  I). 

171  Kice.  Itoliert  F.— Killed  iu  liattle.  272:   portrait,  25.H. 

172  Koliinson,  Cideon  A.— Menlioueil,  •'Jiitl :  transferred  to  Com  pan, \  r. 
Root,  Lyman — Corporal,  see  Xo.  ICti. 

173  .'^mith,  \Villiain  M.  -Mentioned.  147. 

174  .-^mitli.  William  T.— Died  April  1.  1S75.     Portrait,  44;  mentioned.  6:!. 

175  Splitstone,  Levi— Died  in  service.  57  :  nieutioned,  435. 

176  Spragne,  Francis— MesciiMitamia,  ().     Wounded,  130;  di.scliargod,  283 ;  portrait,  4:3>!. 

177  Strattou,  George— iJreensliurg,  ( >.    Mentioned,  396;  transferred  to  Company  C 

178  8trol)!e.  George— Died  in  service,  1 17. 
Thompson,  ,Iohn — Corporal,  see  Xo.  109. 

179  Tidd.  .lames  i\I.— Died  in  service,  196;  mentioned  ,435. 

180  Tracy,  Henry  X.—Farmdale,  ().    Wounded  and  captureil,  129:  portrait.  123  :  M..39(i. 

181  Turner.  Harrison— Died  Jan.  24,  1877.    Mentioned,  75  :  portrait,  j;'.9. 

182  Vesey,  William   D.— Portrait,  2(10:  mentioned,  396. 

183  Warren.  Jones  K. — Sau  Diego,  Cal.    Portrait,  369;  meutioneil.  396. 
Wassou.  William— Corporal,  see  Xo.  111. 

184  Waters,  Elmer  H.— Died  in  the  service.  60:  portrait,  47. 

185  Welch,  Patrick— Deceased.    Woundeil  and  captured.  129  :  wotindcd,  ls2:  M..  ::!96.  44(i. 

186  Welch,  John  W.— Died  of  wounds,  127. 

187  Williams,  Joel  X. — Died  iu  service,  63;  mentioned,  43"-. 

188  Wood,  David  B.—!Spriugtield,  Mo.    Portrait,  173:  wounde<l.  131 .  180:  mentioned,  3S8. 
Woods,  Rnfus  E. — First  .Sera^eaiit  ami  Lieutenant,  see  Xo.  95. 

189  Woodworth.  Edwin  C— W.  Williiimslield,  O.     Portrait.  291  ;  wounded,  293;  M.,  396. 

(OMPAXY    C. 

riiiiiKiii. 

Edward  P.  Bates— San  Francisco,  Cal.     Portraits,  5,  320:  m..  5,6.  li:;.  122.  124,  169.  175, 
178,  208,  209,  ;506,  324,  3:38,  339.  :j.52.  :!70,  377,  379,389,  .395.  :;99.  40:;.  ilO,  120.  424.  448. 

Fir"!  Lieutf.nant. 

Hemou  R.  Harmon — Deceased.    Mentioned,  6,  .57,  433. 

Ridgloy  C.  Powers— Phoenix,  Ariz.    P.,  6,  235 ;  M.,  6,  217,  2:!3, 2:!4  ;  Pro.,  see  Capt.  Co.  B. 

Richard  K.  Hulse— Kinsman.  O.      Portraits,  78,  .367;  mentioned,  302,  309,  .369,  404,  405, 

410,  431);  see  Company  B  ami  Company  K. 
ALson  C.  Dilley— Killed  in  battle.    Portrait,  283;  M..  123,  124,  217,  27?,  281 ;  see  below. 

Sccoiiil  Lieutenant. 

Ridglcy  C.  Powers— Phoenix.  Ariz.     Promoted,  see  aliove. 

Nyruin  Phillips— .'^ioiix  Falls,  S.  Dak.     Mentioned,  217 :   I'm.,  m'c  Lieut.  Conipauv  I. 

Alson  C.  Dilley— Killed  in  battle.     Promoted,  see  above. 

David  K.  Blystone— Bladensburg.  O.     See  Co.  F:  M.,  -.17.  231.  :!03:  Pro.,  see  Co.  X. 

Thomas  K.  Mahan— Portrait,  41:',;  mentioned,  302;  promoted,  sec  (omiiany  A. 

First  Sergeant. 

190  Xyrum  Phillips— Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dak.     Pro.,  see  above,  also  Co.  I  ami  Field  and  Staff. 

191  Thomas  R.  Mahau— :^02;  promoted,  see  above. 

192  Sharon  French— Died  Dee. 24,  1891.     P.,  233:  M.,  .341.  399,  404.  4:19:  Pro.,  see  Lieut.  Co.  E. 

193  Mark  Keith— Mentioned,  410. 

.'<rr<ieants. 

194  Alson  C.  Dilley -Promoted  to  Lieutenant,  see  above. 

195  Silas  X.  Jones— Mentioned,  217. 

1%  John  A.  Canon— Orangeville.  ().     Portrait,  414  ;  mentioned.  176,  :'.94  :   bounded.  230. 

19(  Sidney  Higgin.s— Grccnslmrg.  O.     Portrait,  3;»  ;  mentioned,  410. 

198  Chutou  H.  Phelps— Died  June  19,  1876.     Wounded,  230 ,  mentioned,  410. 

199  John  Murphy— Champion,  O.    Wounded,  273;  portrait,  26  • :  mentione<l,  410. 

200  Zalmon  F.  Morris— Maccomb,  Ills.     Wounded,  262;  portrait.  2:!  1 :  mentioned,  2.33,  410. 

Corpin-alx. 

201  George  W.  Simpson— Died  of  wounds.  241  :   wounded  13  i. 

202  Joseph  Wilson— Captured.  75. 

i03    William  S.  Thorn— St.   Paul,    Minn.     Hv   mi.-take.   portrait   nf  s.  I'lcm-li.   on    p.   111. 

credited  to  Thorn.     Wounded.  12'.i.  isil:   ]iortrait,  19  i :   mentioned.  13(1,  110. 
204    James  Sanncr— Newton.  Kaiiv.     Wdumled,  Kii,  242  :  portrait.  117  :   mentioned.  410. 
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205  Koburi  I'lirkcr -Uutcliiiisoii.  Minn.    Wounded,  ■242  :  nienlioiied,  410. 

206  ReesC.  Davis— Li'iirhtoii,  Iowa.     Portrait,  423;  meutioned.  402,  410. 

207  Clark  Van  Wie— Uicrt  .Aiiril  14,  1.SS4.     Portrait,  70:  meiitioucd,  410. 

208  Archibald  Hill— Sluirou,  Pa.    Portrait,  37!i :  nu'ntioufd,  410. 

209  Thomas  ]).  Cumcrford- Semproniu.s,  N.  Y.     Portrait,  3%;  meiitioued,  410. 

210  Chi-.stcr  Tuttl.'- Keiiihvorth,  O.    Wounded,  :Uj7  :  portrait,  2H8  :  M.,  384,  424,  43G. 

Eiilislal  .mil. 

211  Ahranis,  Kdwin  /..--Killed  in  battle.  127;  portrait,  !;i3. 

212  Andrews,  Joseph — Died  in  serviee. '.l. 

213  Andrews,  .Simon  II.— Died  Mav.  1m. s.     Mentioned,  408. 

214  Armstroiiu:.  Saul'ord— :Mentioned,  lol.  410. 
21.')  Arnold,  William  R.— Mentioned,  3.74.  410. 
210  Baker.  Henry— Died  in  servic-e,  83. 

217  Baseom,  Howard — Wounded,  282.  354  ;  mentioned,  .394. 
Bell,  Henrv  A. — Promoted,  see  Serueant  .Ma.ior,  No.  3. 

218  Bell.  .TohnT.— Deceaseil.     Mentioned.  41ii. 

219  Borden,  Trnmen— Died  .Tan.  8,  l.MMl.     Mentioned,  147,  434,  436. 

220  Bouton.  .lared— Mentioned,  410. 

■221  Bovd,  Knorh  — Franklin,  Pa.     Wonnded, '242  :  portrait,  239  ;  mentioned,  410. 

•222  Brainard,  Krastns— Dei-ea.-ed.     Mentioned,  83,  439. 

2'23  Brainard,  Cbani'.eey— San  Franei.seo,  Cal.     Disc.  Sept.  1863  on  '•^urgeon's  certificate, 

Briggs,  Ethan  C— See  Comiiany  B.  No.  ll(i  and  iiage  V2.7. 

224  Brimer,  Edward— Menomonie,  Wis.    Portrait,  400:  mentione<l,  110. 

2'25  Brockett,  Linus  H.— Decea.sed.    Mentioned.  57. 

2^2(5  Brown,  Charles — Mentioned,  410. 

227  Burrow,  Anthonv— Deceased.    Wounded  and  captured,  f29:  mentioned,  433. 

■228  Campbell,  John— Mentioned,  388. 

Canon,  John  A. — Sergeant,  see  No,  196. 

229  Carleton.  Simeon— Killed  iu  battle,  •2'2ri ;  portrait,  226. 

230  Case,  Jason— Greensburg,  O.    Portrait,  ^298 ;  mentioned,  372,  :W8. 

231  Charles,  William— Died  Feb.  18,  1888.    Mentioned,  381,  428. 

232  Chenev,  Walter— East  Orwell,  O.    Wounded,  211:  portrait, -207;  mentioned,  212,  4;J6. 

233  Clark,  Christopher  C— .\slitabnla.  O.    Wonnded,  130,  portrait,  198;  mentioned,  302. 

234  Coats,  Cassias— Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dak.     Wounded.  282  :  mentioned,  379. 

255  Comerford,  Bernard— Died  May,  1871.    Mentioned,  410:  portrait.  4.35. 
Comerford,  Thomas  D.— Corporal,  see  No.  ^209. 

236  Cook,  Gilbert  L.— Mentioned,  410. 

237  Corcoran,  James— Wounded,  3.54;  mentioned,  410. 

238  Cowdry.  Leoliu — Died  iu  service.  Dec.  25,  1862,  at  Cleveland,  O. 

'239    Curtis,  Leonard  H.— Cleveland,  O.    Wounded,  •230;  mentioned,  4ii7. 

240  Custer,  Joseph — Died  in  service,  303. 
Davis,  Rees  C. — Corporal,  see  No.  206. 

Dilley,  Alson  C— Sergeant  and  Lieutenant,  see  No.  174. 

241  Dillev,  Jonathan — Died  in  service  at  F'ranklin,  Tenn.,  March  '2^,  1863. 

242  Fav.  Thomas— Cleveland,  O.    Portrait,  21U:  mentioned.  242,  402,  410,  424,  449. 

243  Fehton,  John— Died  Jan.  16.  1,873.    Mentioneil,  196. 

244  Fitch,  C.  Orasmus— Cornelian,  O.    See  Company  B;  mentioned,  410. 
French,  Sharon — First  Sergeant,  see  No.  192,  and  see  Lietitenant  Company  E. 

24-5  Fuller.  Lerov—Mt.  Avr,  Iowa.     l\>rtrait,  392 :  mentioned,  411. 

246  Gray,  Morgan— Mentioned.  374.  401. 

247  Hall,  Asahel  B.     I>i>ceasr<l.     Mentioned.  44. 

248  Hall.  Beniamin— Wounded.  130;  mentioned.  :;.S8. 
■249  Hall,  John— Died  in  service.     Mentioned   410.417. 
•250  Hall,  Levi  H.- Mentioned,  :!79. 

251  Haudley,  John— Mentioned,  411. 

•2-52  Harrison.  Kimniel  K. — Erie.  Mich.     Portrait,  417  ;  mentioned,  411. 

253  Harwood,  John  Avery— Farmington,  O.    Portrait.  174 ;  wounded,  ^282 ;  M.,  180.411. 

•2.54  Hayden,  Chuuncey  B.— Deceased.    Mentioned,  196. 

•2.55  Hayford,  Anson  F;. — Died  in  Rebel  prison.    Captureil,  ■211  :  mentioned,  ^212. 

256  Higbee.  Elbert  R.— Chagrin  Falls,  O.     Portrait.  46;  mentioned.  S3. 
•2.57  Higgins,  Hiel— Killed  in  battle,  .353;  portrait.  :«6. 

Higgins,  Sidney — Sergeant,  see  No,  197. 

Hill,  Archibald— Corporal,  see  No.  ^208. 
258    Jack,  David— Died  in  service,  57. 
•259    Jestin,  George — Gustavus,  O.    Mentioned,  :S02. 

Jones,  Silas  N. — .Sergeant,  see  No.  195. 

260  Keck,  Frederick— i^haron.  Pa.    Portrait.  116  ;  mentioned.  111.  449. 

261  Keck.  Nicholas — Died  in  .service.  .57. 
Keith,  Mark — F'irst  Sergeant,  see  No.  193. 

262  King,  John  W.  — Portrait,  267;  mentioned,  411 :  see  Company  B. 

263  Lamb,  Harvey  W.—.leflerson.  O.     Portrait,  277;  wonnded, '282:  mentioned,  :!79. 

264  Latin,  Onincy— GreensVmrg.  O.     Wounded.  '242.  ;V27 ;   portrait,  ^241  ;  mentioned.  411. 
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2G5    Leet,  James  VV.— Died  Jan.  23,  1S73.    Mentionod,  411. 

266  Leroutie,  Bates— Captured,  lb  :  di.seharged  for  wound,  388,  394. 

267  Luse,  Jesse  B.— Died  AprilO,  lSi)4.     Portrait,  2S7  ;  wounded,  287:  M.,  3.'3,  384,  44.=j. 

268  MeKinlev,  William— Hubbard,  O.    Wounded,  130,  230;  portrait,  111 :  M.,  242,  411. 

269  McNutt,  Cornelius  C.— Warren,  O.    Portrait,  41 :  meutioued,  44. 

270  Mahan,  Jolui  D.— Haselton.  O.     Wounded.  211:  portrait,  412  :  mentioned,  212.  411. 
Mahan,  Tlionias  R.— First  Sergeant  and  I,ie\itenant,  see  No.  191. 

271  Meacliani,  Samuel — Mentioned,  411. 

272  Miller,  Joseph— Mentioned.  411. 
Morris,  Zalmon  F.— Sergeant,  see  No.  200. 

273  Morrison,  Samuel  T.— Died  Oct.  24.  187.').    Portrait,  48  :  mentioned.  .V. 
Murphy,  John — Sergeant,  see  No.  199. 

•,i74    Odell,  Philander— Captured.  317:   mentioned.  394. 
27.T    Orr,  William  M.—Yonngsto\vn.  O.     Portrait,  4(i9:  mentioned.  411. 
-276    Osborn,  John  C— Bristolville.  O.     Mentioned,  411. 
Parker,  Robert- Corpuial.  >«•,■  No.  20.'). 

277  Perkius,  George— Younu^tiiwn.  < ).     Wounded,  1-30;  portrait.  40'):   nienti<ine<l.  411. 
Phelps,  Clinton  H.— Siru<-ant.  -ee  No.  198. 

Phillips,  Nvrum— First  Sergeant  and  Lieutenant,  see  No.  190. 

278  Pinks,  Thomas  R.— Died  March  l.'i,  1882.    Jlentioned,  411. 

279  Pigott.  George— Mentioned,  411. 

280  Porter.  Kali.li  H.— Mentioned,  411. 

281  Powers,  .lolm  \V.— Died  iu  service,  147:  portrait,  147. 

282  Radelili,  Minos— Wounded.  242  :  mentioned,  411. 

Reynolds.  Edwin  M.— Mentioned,  407:  transferred  from  Company  B,  see  No.  170 

283  Richardson,  Gilbert— Recruit.  Dee.  2'*.  isii;;.    Died  when  en  route  to  Regiment. 
Robinson,  Gideon  A. — Mentioned,  394 :  transferred,  see  No,  172. 

284  Row,  Lorenzo— Mentioned,  394. 
-285    Sample,  Jesse— Died  of  wounds,  230. 

Sanuer,  Janu's- Corporal,  see  No.  204. 
'286    Sawdy,  Warren— Mentioned,  411. 

287  Seaborn,  William— Wounded,  180:  meutioued,  384. 

288  Shields,  Mark— Wounded,  2H8;  mentioned,  372. 
Simixson.  Goo.  W.— Corporal,  see  No.  201. 

289  St.  John,  Sene<"i— Calamus,  Iowa.     Wounded,  212:  mentioned.  411. 

290  Stratton.  Georgt — Mentioned,  411 :  see  Company  B. 

291  Swart<,  Michael — Wounded  and  captured,  129  :  "mentioned,  411. 

292  Swini'hart.  Eli— Killed  in  battle,  226. 

293  Swinehart,  Jeremiah — Wounded,  23':  mentioned,  381. 

-294    Thompson,  Thomas  M.— Died  Jan.  10.  1873.     Mentioned.  196. 
29.5    Thompson.  William— Died  Nov.  11,  186.5.    Mentioned.  411. 

Thorn.  William  S. — Corporal,  see  No.  203. 
-296    Tod,  William  D.— Dayton.  O.    Portrait.  377:  mentioned.  394. 

Tuttle,  Chester— Corporal,  see  No.  210. 

297  Tyler,  Festus  G,— Died  in  service,  303. 
Yan  Wie,  Clark— Corporal,  see  No.  207. 

298  Ye.sev,  Alexander- Newton  Falls.  O.     Mentioned.  411. 

299  Warden,  Nathan  C— N.  Robiuson,  O.     Mentioned.  411. 

300  Waterman.  (Jeorge- Died  Feb.  23.  1866.     Wounded,  282;  nu'ntioned.  4(is. 

301  Waterman.  Svlvester— Died  of  wounds,  282. 

302  Watkins.  William  H.— Wounded,  262;  discharged.  388. 

303  West.  Wilmer  J. — Mentioned,  .57. 

304  Williams,  John- Meutioued,  372. 

305  Williams.  Lewis- Meutioued,  411. 
Wilsou,  Jo.seph— Corporal,  see  No.  202. 

306  Zedaker.  Cassius  M.— Wounded.  130:  mentioned,  411. 
Rummage,  George— Colored  uuder-cook.    Mentioned.  -59.  411. 

COMPANY    D. 

Isaac  D.  Spaulding— Meutioued,  8,  .57, 

Robert  B.  Stewart— Killed  in  battle,  3.53;  M..  122, 176,  177,  217,  379;  P.,  4:  see  Co.  A., 
Ralsa  C.  Rice-Warren,  O.    P.,  340  :  M.,  382,  393,  434,  437,  440.  448,  450,  see  Lieut.  Co.  B. 
Freeman  Thoman— Denver,  Col.     Portraits,  59,  295  :  wounded.  282:  M.,  392,  402,  411. 

First  Lirutnidiil. 

Marshall  M.  Richards— Meutioued,  8.  63. 

Ephraim  P.  Evans— Died  of  wounds.     P(U  trait.  fO  :  mi'Utioned,  217,  276,  2.82. 

Charles  Leimbach— Died  Nov.  12, 1882.     Portrait,  213  :  w.,  2.S2:  M..  302.  399.  411.  449. 
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S/roiul  Liculrmint . 

Ejihraiui  f.  Evaiii>— Died  of  wouikIn.    Portrait.  60:  M.,  8,  r>0, 1'Jl.  li! ;  Pro.,  see  above. 

Freeman  Collins  — Killed  in  Ijattle.     Mentioned,  1'22,  217,  2fi9,  :>77. 

Hudson  Fitch— Toledo,  O.     P  ,  'J-ir, :  see  First  Sergeant  :  M.,  107.  411.  4J1.42J.  1:^7,  44".). 

/•'//■,v7  Scrgrinit. 

Freeman  Collins— Sergeant  ^lajor  and  Lieutenant,  see  No.  2  jind  Conipanv  D. 
307    John  H.  Whitaker— Portrait,  440;  mentioned.  407. 

r?OS    Hudson  Fitch— Toledo.  O.    Portrait,  2")6  ;  eaptured  304:  mentioned,  260,  390,  391,  407, 
l>romoted  to  Second  Lieutenant,  see  above:  mentioned,  411.  421,  424,  437,  440,  444. 

Strgraiit.-'. 

309  Jonathan  ('.  Gidding.s— Mentioned,  410. 

310  Edwin  D.  Scripture— Died  Julv  1,  1870.     Wounded,  i:;»;  mentioned,  411,  4.')0. 

311  John  S.  William.s— North  Dover,  O.    Portrait,  124 ;  wounded,  131:  M.,  411,424,  437,  450. 

312  Frederick  L.  Allen— Kent,  O.     Portrait,  40S ;  mentioned,  403,  411,  424.  446. 

313  Darius  C.  Lindsay — Died  in  service  when  on  furlough  in  Ohio. 

314  Wallace  D.  Edwards— Palmyra.  O.    Portrait,  170;  wounded.  179;  mentioned.  316,  424. 

Corpomh. 

315  Thomas  C.  Evaus— Mentioned,  196,  408. 

316  Edwin  A.  Gilbert— Mentioned,  217. 

317  Svlvunus  Force— Milton.  O.    Mentioned,  411. 
31S  Heurv  E.  Oharo— Mentioned,  411. 

319  Charles  Smith— Southingtou,  O.    Portrait,  297  ;  mentioned,  411. 

320  Henrv  Young- MentiDiied.  411. 

321  Thonias  Gilleu— Mentioned,  s:!,  411. 

322  David  B.  Krider— Mentioned.  411. 

323  Almond  Hitching— Mentioned,  411. 

324  Meredith  F.  Evans— Died  in  service,  57. 

Enlisted  Mrn. 

Allen,  Fred.  L.— Sergeant,  see  No.  312. 

325  Allen,  Hiram — Died  in  hospital  at  Cairo,  His.,  Nov.,  186.'> :  mcntiimed.  242,  411. 

326  Ames,  Solomon— Mentioned,  283. 

327  Baniuger,  Michael — Absent  from  November  19,  1864. 

328  Baxter,  David— Died  at  Raveua,  O.    Mentioned,  60. 

329  Beggs,  James— Died  Feb.  14,  1893.     Wounded.  .3,=i4;  discharged.  oNS:  m.,  445. 

330  Black,  Isaac  S. — Madison,  O.    Portrait,  423  :  mentioned.  411. 

331  Bloomer,  Daniel — Wounded,  242;  mentioned,  38s, 

332  Brincr.  William  1,.— Killed  in  battle,  127. 
3.33  Clark.  Marcus  15.— Mentioned,  83. 

Collins.  Freeman— First  Sergeant  and  IJcntenant,  see  abii\e  and  Field  and  Start'. 

334  Corley.  Timothy— Killed  in  battle,  241. 

335  Dawson,  Henry  K.—Mentiiincil.  111. 
331)     Duc'iuet,  Theophile— Wounded.  242. 

;>',7    Durant.  William — Wounded  and  captured,  129. 

Edwarils.  Wallace  D. — Sergeant,  see  No.  314. 

Evaus,  M.  F.— Corporal,  see  No.  324. 
.  Evaus,  Thos.  C. — Corporal,  .see  No.  315. 
538    Fagley,  Israel— Died  at  Shreve,  O.    Mentioned,  408. 

Fitchi  Hudson — First  Sergeant  and  Lieutenant,  see  No.  308. 

339  Flack,  John— Wounded,  ISO:  mentioned.  411. 
Force,  Sylvanus — ( V)rporal.  see  No.  317. 

340  Fuller,  Mortimer  J.— Enlisted  April  1.  and  discharged  June  7.  1864. 
Giddiugs,  Jonathan  C— Sergeant,  see  No.  309. 

Gilbert.  Edwin  A. — Cor]ioral,  see  No.  316. 

341  Gilbert,  C.  Lafavette— Cleveland,  O.      Portrait,  146;  mentioned,  loi.  111.  422.423.424. 

426,  440,  444,  449. 
:>42    Gilbert,  John— Died  of  wounds.     Mentioned,  241.  242,  404. 

343  Gilbert,  Linus  S.— Mentioned,  4t)8. 

344  Gillen,  Andrew  J.— Wounded,  242;  mentioned,  411. 

Gilleu,  Thomas— Cori.oriil.  see  No.  .321  :  Di.sc.  Aug.  13,  1.S63 :  re-enlisted  June  6,  1864. 

345  (ireen,  Henrv — Died  of  wounds.  26s. 
:!46     Hamilton,  Alva— Mentioned,  44. 

;i47     Harbaugli,  Benjamin  F. — Mentioned.  14. 

•S4S     Hatliawav.  .lames  E.— Wounded,  242:  mentioned,  3S1. 

349     Hill.  <  Jeo'rge  S.— Mentioned.  ;-M,  l((9. 

3.i0    Hist.  Henry— Mentioned,  111. 

Hilcbings.  .\lmond — Corporal,  sec  No.  :'.2;!. 
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:V)1  HollisUT.  Edward  B.— Died  of  wuiiiuls,  242. 

352  Hollistcr,  William— Mentioned,  (i:i. 

353  Ilotchkiss.  Harris  B.— Mentioned.  14. 

354  Ilnnt.slierger,  Amos— Dieil  in  service,  60. 
:W5  .lones,  .lohu— Mentioned.  .S3. 

3.i(i  .Tones,  Thomas  G.— Died  in  service,  75. 

357  Ive('k,  David— Wounded,  354:  mentioned,  .381. 

358  Kessler,  Samuel— Died  in  service,  57. 
3.5!)  KinR.  John— Mentioneil.  411. 

Krider,  David  K.— Coriioral,  see  No.  322. 
30(1     l.iliens,  Itic'hard  P.— Killed  in  battle,  211. 

Lindsay,  Darius  C— Sergeant,  see  No.  313. 
3(il     McLaue,  Edward— W'-ounded,  242  :  mentioned,  394. 
362    Miller,  Levi  F.— Mentioned.  217. 
.363    Moran,  John— W'ouuded.  242:  nu'ntioned.  3K4. 
364    Morris,  Evan  G,— Mentioned  147.  4(is. 

:565    Jlorri.sou,  Jame.s— Columbus,  ().     Portrait,  HH:  mentioned,  133.  411. 
366    Mnllaney,  James— Mentioned,  411. 
-367    Xiner,  Frank— Died  in  service,  1!«;, 

ohara,  Henry  E.— Corporal,  see  No,  318. 
36.S    I'eveatt.  Robert— Died  in  .service.  196. 
369     I'laft".  George— Berea,  O.     Portrait,  442 :  mentioned,  ;355. 
37(1    Putnam.  John— W'ounded,  242;  mentioned,  411. 

Scrijiture.  Edwin  D.— Sergi-ant,  see  No.  310. 

Smith.  ('llaIie^— Coriioral,  see  No.  319. 
371    Stump,  CiMiri-'e- Edeulmig.  O.    Mentioned,  375,  388. 
:W2    'I'homas,  John  O.— Died  in  service,  .57, 
373    Todd,  Calvin — Died  in  service,  21(). 

:?74    Tnttle,  Joseph— Deceased.    Portrait,  24:  mentioned,  24,  374.  388.  433.  450. 
:175    Van  Order,  Joseph^Absent  from  June,  ]8"5. 
;!7(i    Vine,  John — Meutioned,  3.s4, 
:^,77    Walters,  John— Clevflaml,  O.    Mentioned,  411. 
378    Wetmore,  Horace— Mentioned.  411. 

Whitaker,  John  H,— First  Sergeant,  see  No.  307. 

Williams.  John  S.— Sergeant,  see  No.  311. 
:379    Winaus.  Jacob — Deceased.    Meutioned,  217,  440. 
380    Woftinden.  James  W.— Mi-utioneil,  .394. 
:381     Wright,  Andrew  J.— Transferred  to  V.  S.  Navy.  217. 

Yonug.  Henry— Corporal.  >ee  No.  ;!2(). 

.Salter,  Henry — Colored  undercook  :  mentioned.  52. 

COMPANY    F. 

Cupidin. 

(  alton  C.  Baugh— Mt.  Vernon.  O.    Portrait,  32;  mentioned.  12,  13,  43,  60,  424. 
IClmer  Moses— Denver,  Col.     Portraits,  1-5,  282:  wounded,  282;  M,,  373,  392,  424.  4:10. 
Waldcrn  J-.  Williams— Pnitts  Fork,  O.     Portrait,  356;   M.,  379,  .383,  411.  424.  4:!7.  440.  4.50. 

Fii:<t  Lifutenant. 

Daniel  A.  Stinger— Blunt.  S.  Dak.     Portrait,  12:  mentioned.  13, 170,  171,  176,  177,  262. 

promoted,  .see  Company  (i. 
Hezekiah  N.  Steadmau — Deceased.     Portrait. !J2:  M.,  217,  262,  395,  :399;  Pro.,  see  Co.  K. 
Sharon  French— Died  at  Silver  Lake,  Kan.    See  Company  C :  M..  .399.  404.  411,  4:^9, 

Srcimd  Linifntant. 

.\ll)crt  Barnes — Died  of  wounds.     Portrait,  s'):  mentioned.  13,  .59,  122.  123.  127. 

First  Sergeant. 

.382    Darius  W.  Payne— Perry,  Iowa.    Portrait,  63;  M..;i03:  Pro.  to  . 'Second  Lieut. .see  Co.  I. 
.382    Benjamin  F.  Gardner— Died  Get.  20,  1887.    Portrait,  391:  mentioned,  399:  promoted 

to  First  Lieutenant,  see  Company  1. 
384    John  J.  Kime— Fredericktown.  O.     Mentioned,  411. 

.3.85  Carlos  W.  Fisher — Mentioned.  75. 

3S6  Henry  Willour— Died  of  wounds,  178  :  portrait.  171. 

;JS7  William  V.  Nickerson— Olney.  Ills.    Meutioned.  411. 

;!.S8  Francis  M.  Brown— Deceased.     Meutioned,  411. 

:>H9  James  A.  Needs— Mansfield,  O.     Portrait,  12f):  woiuidc<l,  l:;J:  M..  411,  424,  440.  44t;. 


iiosTER-/.ynj<x.  461 


390  John  A.  Hill— A>liloy.().     Mentioned.  111. 

391  Samuel  Coiwin— Died  iu  serviee,  (io. 

392  Thomas  shai-p— Died  at  Mt.  Vernon.  O.     Meniidmd,  :!'.M. 

39o  Henry    A.  Donalilsiin-Ivansas  City.  Mo.     I'ovtrail.  JIT:   inumnlecl,  see  l.ieul. 

394  Bert  Holloway— Mentioned,  hS,  408. 

395  Clarkson  F.  Randolph— t'olnmbus,  O.     Meutiuned,  411,  i;!0. 

396  William  .'^.  Strahl—Ooodrieh,  Kans.     Portrait,  ;;71 ;  mentioned,  380,  407. 

397  Duckworth  Hargraves — Norwalk,  O.    i>()rtrait,  42t);  mentioned,  411. 

398  Carsner  E.  Hooker— Wileo.x,  Neb.     Mentioned.  411.  437. 

399  Hiel  M.  Danloy— Racine.  O     Wounded,  ;'.54  ;  portrait.  S-K;;  mentioned,  411.  4;!7 

400  William  Mc(  iachev—IIamden  Junction.  O.     Wounded,  242  :  mentioned,  411. 

401  Conrad  Michael— bieil  July  H,  is;ti.  at  Martel,  O.    Mentioned,  411,  440. 

402  E.  Priudle  I'hifer — Leavenworth,  Kans.     Portrait,  )2o  :  nicutioned,  411. 

403  James  Carlin — Wounded,  17!). 

404  Abraham  W.  Hawkins- Montpelier.  C).     Mentioned,  IVk;. 

405  Norman  (iibson— Ivilled  in  battle,  2S1. 

Enlhtid  M(ii. 

406  Anthony.  William— Mentioned,  411. 

407  Arnold,  (ieor^e  L.— Wounded,  130;  mentioned.  \W. 

408  Baldwin,  Jesse — Died  iu  service,  60. 

409  Beeman,  Richard — Died  in  service.    Wonn(lc<l  and  ca|ituvcd,  12',» 
Bell,  John  A. — Sergeant,  see  No.  390. 

Booker,  Carsner  E. — Corporal,  .see  No.  3'.i,s. 

410  Booker.  Curtis  F.— Killed  iu  battle,  127. 

411  Bradtield,  Peter  .^.— Died  of  wounds.  216. 

412  Brindley,  Henry— Died  of  wounds:  died  .luly  ir,.  i.siii. 
Brown,  Francis  M  — Serjeant,  see  No.  398. 

413  Campbell,  James  R.— Mentioned,  411. 
Carlin,  James— Corporal,  see  No  403. 

414  Case,  Ira  O.— Mentioued,  196,  376. 

415  Chamberlain,  William— Wounded,  242. 

416  Charman.  Henry — Died  iu  service,  31ti. 
Corwiu,  Samuel— Sergeant,  see  No.  391. 

417  Couutryman.  Charles  H. — Wounded,  131):  dischar.md,  2s:;. 
Danlev.  Hiid  .N[. — Corporal,  see  No.  3;)'.). 

IIS    Darrow,  .Vddison— Wounded,  212. 

Detrick,  (ieortre — Promoted  to  Hospital  .Steward,  see  No.  10. 
41'.)    Dillon.  Eli  H.— Killed  by  lightning  while  on  picket;  mentioued.  •")0,  .'12. 

Donaldson.  Henry  A. — Sergeant  and  Lieutenant,  see  No.  :J93. 

430  Dnnn,  Micluiel — Mentioned,  63. 

421  Elder.  Thom.is— Mentioned,  217.  409. 
Fisher,  Carlos  W. — Sergeant,  see  No.  385. 

Gardner,  Benjamin  F. — First  Sergeant  a)id  Lieutenant,  see  No.  .383. 

422  Gassaway.  Benton— Mentioued.  57. 

423  Genster,  Martin—Kipton,  O.     Mentioned.  Ill :  served  in  Company  H. 
Gibson,  Norman — Corporal,  see  No.  405. 

124    Guilford,  Robert— Died  iu  service,  60. 

Hargraves,  Duckworth — Corporal,  see  No.  ;i97. 
Hawkins.  Abraliiim  W. — Corporal,  see  No.  404. 

425  Holdeii.  Albert- Died  of  wounds,  242. 
Hollowa\,  Bert — Corporal,  see  No.  :504. 

426  Jacobs.  Thomas — Dieii  of  wounds,  376;  wounded.  ."..53. 

427  Johnson,  Joseph — Killed  in  battle.  127. 

42S    Johnson.  'I'homas— Wounded,  242;  di.scharged.  376. 
429    Kerr,  I)avi<l  M.— Wounded,  1:!0:  discharged,  217. 

Kime.  John  .f. — First  Sergeant,  see  No.  ;lsl. 
4:^0     McElhenuv.  Heiirv  M.— Mentioued,  196. 

431  McFarlan<i.  .lohn— Wonude<l.  l:iO;  meutiiuicd,  111. 
McGachcy.  William— Corporal,  see  No.  ino. 

V;>    ^IcMillaii.  Thomas— Mentioned,  :!'."1,  4:!7. 

4;'.:!     McNamar.  jtichanl — Mentioued.  .52. 

431     Ma.sou.  Tarltoii— Cardington,  O.     Mentioned.  111. 

435    Maxwell.  Samuel — Mentioued,  217. 

4:56     Merryhuc.  .lames  H  —Mentioned,  411. 

Michael.  Conrad — Corporal,  see  No.  101. 
4;i7     Miller.  William— Killed  in  battle.  17S.  Il'.i. 

Needs,  James  \. — Sergeaut,  see  No.  :!.s'.i 

Nickerson.  William  \'. — Sergeant,  see  No.  ::s7. 
4;>S    Okev.  llcniamin— Oil  <ietaciicd  dutv  at  date  of  muster  out. 
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4:!<)    ol.lridw.  Lfwis-Diert  in  service,  57 

Pivnc'  Darius  \V.— First  Sergeant  and  Lieutenant,  see  No.  ..SJ. 

Ph'ifer.  IC.  I'rindle-Corporal,  see  No.  402. 

R.iiiiliilnli   ('larksi)U  F.-Coryjoral,  see  No.  o95. 
jjo    Kni   o   lb   Joseph  F.-Steele,  N.  Dais.    Wounded,  ]:!0;  mentioned,  Jl,.  m.  V,<. 
4I?    Rhodes  ridridge-Died  June  5, 1880.  at  Roseville,  O.    Mentioned,  38>. 
\A'>    liowrs  'samuel— Killed  in  battle,  2S7. 

44'.    Seolt    Tames  B.-I....n...  W.  Va.     Wounded,  24'2  ,  portrait,  242  :_mentio,K.d,  411. 
444    Sell,  Adam-Died  in  Url.c]  prison.     Wouiid.'d  aii<l  ."ii.tnred.  12.. 

Sharp.  Thomas-s>'i--rain,  -ee  No  :592. 
44.5    Sheets,  David  \\.— Mentioned,  401. 

446  Sheuard,  William-Died  in  serviee,  14/. 

447  Siffler,  James— Mentioned,  61. 

448  Siinonette,  Jacob— Died  of  wounds,  12/. 

449  SiuKcr.  John— Mentioned,  61.  .  ,„      ,     .        r,. 

4,-,0    Smith,  James  P.-Died  in  Rebel  prison.     Captured  in   a/'tiou  at  UKirlrstou,  Icnn.. 

December  27,  1864.  ,       ,,    „   ,,     .      .,  ,    ,w,,- 

4-.I    Suvder,  Marlon— Transferred  to  \  .  K.  C,  April  1,  18to. 
4.52    Strahl,  Thomas  G.-Killed  in  battle,  307  ;  portrait,  292. 

Strahl,  William  S.— Corporal,  see  No.  390. 
453    Th(nnps(ni,  Charles— Mentioned,  411. 
.554    Tipple.  John  M.-Grovei5nor,  O.     Portrait,  22/  :  wounded,  2.M;  M..  231.  242.  41). 

455  Trubc.  John— Died  in  serviee,  57. 

456  Tucker,  (Iran ville— Died  in  service,  83.  . 

457  Tucker  Samufl- Stewart.  O.     Wounded  and  captured,  129  :  mentioned,  08.) 

468  VallandinKham,  Geoim-  B.— Valley  City,  X.  Dak.    Portrait,  :-!o4;    mentioned.  3«4,  4o0. 

4,59  Vanhoof,  John— Killed  in  battle,  2nS. 

460  Walters,  Lewis— Cleveland.  O. 

461  Wa-son,  William— Died  in  serviee,  5/. 

Willour,  Henry- Serjeant,  see  No.  38t).       ,    ,  ,.  t    ■     .  o.  ai 

16"    Willotir,  Lewis— Die<l  of  wounds.    Wounded  at  Chicamauca  :  died  at  Stevenson,  Ala> 
4(a    Wvble,  .iacob— Died  of  wounds,  273  :  portrait,  274. 

464  Woodard    James— Died  Ana;.  6.  1893.     Mentioned,  317,  409:  portrait,  441. 

465  Woodvard,  Nath:ui— Chester  Hill,  O.    Portrait,  3s3  :  mentioned,  411,  437. 
Hard/ni.  Jordan— Colored  nnder-cook.     Mentioned,  52. 
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Steeii  B   Parks— Creston,  Iowa.     Portraits,  9,  223;  wounded,  226;  mentioned,  11.  12,  13^ 
4''  ■/i.s   74,  170,  171,  176,  177,  179,  210,  211,  223,  283,  437. 
Charles  f    Clark— Columbus.  O.    Portraits,  18,  448;  mentioned,  301,  375,  3S5,  :i,s7.  389, 
:'.92.  ■■V.y\  403,  412,  415.  422,  424,  425.  4.30,  431,  432,  440,  441,  446.  448. 

Fimt  Lirutrninit. 

David  llum])hrevs— Brooklyn.  N.  Y.     Portrait,  428:  menti/jned.  13,  58,  74,  122,  147,  449. 
Charles  T.  Clark— Columbus,  O.    Mentioned,  167,  177,  217,  301  :  promoted,  see  above. 
Josiah  H.  Blackburn— Latimer,  O.     Portrait,  341:  mentioned,  3.i5,  373,402,412,424, 
4:'>(i,  4 IS;  see  Company  I  and  Company  A. 

.StCDiiil  Licuti iiaiit. 

Charles  T.  Clark— Columbus,  O.    M..  13,  18,  51.  74,  122,  124, 129;  promoted,  see  above. 
Ale.Kander  H.  Postlewait— Orrville,  O.      P.,  243,  388;  wounded.  242  :  Pro.,  .see  Co.  K. 
Henry  C.  Russell— Lexington,  Mo.      Wounded,  120;   portrait.  132;   mentioned,  412, 
415.  421,  446;  see  No.  47.s. 

F'mt  Sergeant. 

467    Henry  N.  Penfield— Springfield,  Mass,     Wounded,  131;  portrait,  116:  mentioned,  21U 

217;  promoted, see  Lieutenant  Company  I. 
4t)8    Henry  C.  Russell — Le.xiugtou,  Mo.      Wounded,  120;  portrait,  132:  mentioned,  131,. 

412,  415,  4J1 :  promoted,  see  above. 

Si  rill  iiiit^. 

469  Jacob  Jewell— Tribune.  Kans.     Wounded.  131,  2.'<7  ;  P.,  73,  2.55,  279;  M.,  226,  2;il,  412. 

470  Jeremiah  S.  Stinger— Tipton,  Mo.     Wounded.  242;  P.,  74.  245;  M.,  404,  412,  430,  437. 

471  James  R.  Brown — Amber,  Kans.    Mentioned.  52. 

472  David  K    Blystone— Bladenf*burg,  O.    Wounded,  130,  3.53;  portrait,  99 ;  mentioned, 

129,  130,  217,  231 ;  Pro.,  see  Second  Lieut.  Company  C  and  First  Lieut.  Company  A. 

473  John  Warmau— Gambler,  O.    Portrait,  144;  mentioned,  129.  180,  263,  412. 

474  John  R.  Clark— Wounded.  130;  portrait,  125:  mentioned,  412. 

475  Alexander  H.  Postlewait— Orrville.  O.    Wounded.  242:  portraits,  243,  388;  promoted, 

:?02;  see  above. 
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470  Johnson  Sims— >[aniii^l(iii-g.  O.     Wounfk'il.  KM:  portrait.  122;  inentiout'd.  ■So'). 

■477  John  L.  Beatiy— Kiod  .Inly  'IS.  18-^3.    Wounded,  130:  portrait.  Ho:  mentiont'd.  'Jtil. 

478  William  H.  Reayh— Hied  of  wounds.    Wounded,  127:  portrait,  142. 

479  Nathan  R.  Hall— (iritlith.  Iiid.     Portrait,  ;»ii :  mentioned.  412.  440. 

480  Henry  Whitmer— Hume.  Ills.     Wounded.  179:  portrait,  17-5:  M.,  378.  379.  412. 

481  James  Willemiu— BloomiuKdrtle.  ().     Wounded.  3-i4:  P..  rWO:  M.,  179,  212.  283.  288,  412. 

482  John  Gelz— Frederiektown.  O.     Wounded,  13(i,  212:  portraits.  7.5,  246:  M.,  412,  4;:5l'l 

483  William  P.eekholt— Gamhier.  O.     Portrait.  40ii:  mentioned,  ;376,  412. 

484  William  H    Beeny— Riehwood.  O.     Wounded,  l.io,  180:  portrait,  .301 :  M.,  179.  412. 
4S'>  William  B.  Seott— Bladensburgr.  ().    Wounded,  282;  portrait.  271 :  M. .374.41' 

480     Adam  I,.  Forney— Mentioned.  :!77,  412. 

487  William  Porter— l)ieil  of  wounils.    Wounded,  131 :  mortal  wotmd.  2)2. 

EiiUsted  Men. 

Beatty.  John  L. — Corixiral,  see  No.  477. 

Beeny.  William  H. — t'orporal,  see  No.  484. 

Beekiiolt,  William— Corporal,  see  No.  4.S3. 

Blystone.  David  K. — Sergeant  and  Lietitenant,  see  No.  472. 

488  Brbadbelt,  Gershou — Mentioned.  217. 

499    Brower.  Frederick — Killed  in  battle.    Portrait,  107 :  mentioned.  178,  179. 
Brown.  James  R. — Sergeant,  see  No.  481. 

493  Cattrell.  Leauder— Columbus,  O.    Portraits,  398,  399:  mentioned,  63. 

491  Chapmau,  George  W.— Burton  City,  O.    Portrait,  395;  mentioned,  40.'>.  412. 
Clark,  John  R. — Sergeant,  see  No.  474. 

492  Clere,  Claude— Mentioned,  147,  40;i,  served  in  Company  H. 
498  Cooper,  Daniel  C. — portrait,  422:  mentioned.  412. 

494  Denny,  James  F.—BJadensburg,  ().    Portrait,  68:  mentioned.  190. 
49.3  Duehman.  Augustus — Mentioned,  7."). 

496  Dulybon,  Mathew— Mentioned,  8;^,  408. 

497  Fawcett,  Thompson  J.— Died  in  service,  h2. 

498  Fleming,  James  C. — Portrait,  07;  mentioned,  412. 

499  Foltz.  Eli  J.— Died  in  SL-rvice,  03. 
Forney,  Adam  L.— Corporal,  see  No.  486. 
(ietz.  John — Corjioral,  see  No.  482. 

.'lOO    (iraham.  Henry — St.  Louis,  Mo.    Wounded,  211:  portrait.  211 :  meulioned.  412. 
•')01    Grime,  Joseph— Wounded,  130:  served  in  Company  H. 
•'>02  .  Harbye,  Charles — Mentioned,  57. 

Hall,  Nathan  R. — Corporal,  see  No.  479. 
.303    Hall.  Thomas  J.— Kille'l  in  battle.  127:  portrait.  131. 
504    Harris,  Manoah  P.— Wounded,  242:  mentioned,  200.  401. 
.505    Hess,  David  K. — Bladensburg,  O.    Transferred  to  1st  Ohio  Shari)shooters. 

500  Jennings,  William  T.— Killed  in  battle,  127. 
Jtewell,  Jacob- Sergeant,  see  No.  469. 

.507  Keys,  Joseph  H.—Dodd  City.  Ark.     Wounded.  242:  portrait,  248;  M.  179.  212,  loi.  412. 

.508  Kime.  Franklin — Died  of  wounds.  127. 

.509  Kline.  George— Mentioned.  ;iss. 

510  Lawver,  Michael  W.— Mentioned,  :W,s. 

.511  Ling.  Conrad— Killed  in  battle.  210. 

512  Lowrv.  William— Mentioned,  412. 

.513  McMerrill.  John— Big  Prairie.  O.    Menti(Jiie>l.  217. 

514  McNurland.  John — Martinsville.  Ind.     Portrait.  ;>;9:  mentioned.  373.  412. 

:>15  McNurland.  William— Martinsville,  Ind.     Portrait,  70:  mentioned,  76.  412. 

516  McNatt.  Isaac— Mentii>ncd.  3.SS. 

.517  Malov.  William— Died  in  .service.     Mentioned. -58.  (io. 

518  Maxdn.  Alfred— W<)unde<l.  130.  230:  mentioned,  242,  .317.  40N. 

519  Meek.  William  A.— Died  of  wounds.  127:  i>ortrait,  94. 

520  Melick.  Jert'erson—Mt.  Vernon.  ().     Woundetl  and  captured,  211:  P.,  429;  M.,  ;!,S2.  412; 

521  Mnck.  Aaron— Mentioned.  57. 

.522     Murphy.  Marion  T.— Killed  in  battle.     Mentioned.  220,242. 

52:;     Newcomer.  Christian— Fori  Waviie.  Ind.     Wounded.  179,  273:  P.,  109;  M..  213,  394. 

524    North.  John— Tipton,  O.    Wounded. 2i2:  jxirtrait  249;  mentioned,  131.  378,  407. 

Peufield    Henry  N.— First  Sergeant  and  Lieutenant,  see  No.  407. 
52.5    Pti.ster,  Mathias— Mentionc<l.  147. 

Porter.  William — Corporal,  see  No.  487. 

Postlewait.  Ale.x.  II.— Sergeant  and  Lieutenant,  see  No.  475. 
•520     Ransom.  William  H.— Wo\inded,  242. 
.527     Reagh.John   P.— Died  April  26.  1879.     Portrait.  191  :  mentioned.  412. 

Reagh.  Williain  H— Corporal,  see  No.  478. 
•528    Ross,  I'^lmos  N.— Condit,  O.    Portrait.  194  :  mentioned,  412. 

Rus.sell,  Henrv  (i.— First  Sergeant  and  Lieutenaut,  see  No.  468- 
•529    Sailor,  Samuel— Killed  on  picket,  :!01. 
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530    Sautter,  Jacob— Weston,  O.     Woimded,  130:  portrait,  107  ;  M.,  412:  served  in  Co.  H. 

631    Schneider,  Henry— Served  in  Company  H:  discharged  January  11,  186.'). 

532    Scott,  James  Foster— Sarcoxie,  Mo.    Portrait,  177;  mentioned.  58,  180,  ;W0.  412. 

Scott,  William  B.— Corporal,  see  No.  485. 
583    Searight,  Clay  C— Seattle,  Wa.sh.    Portrait,  3.')7:  mentioned,  3.j7,  412. 

534  Seignuer,  George— Mentioned,  75;    erved  in  Company  H. 

535  Shoults,  Orlando- Wounded,  211:  meutioned, -w!). 

536  Sigler,  Philip  M.— MtMitioned,  410. 
Sims,  Johnson— Corporal,  .see  No.  470. 

5:?7    Sperrv,  Joseph  H.— Died  in  service.    Mentioned,  84.  147. 

538  StewaVt,  John  A.— Died  in  service,  57. 
Stinger.  Jeremiah  S.— Sergeant,  see  No.  470. 

539  Sullivan.  Michael— Mentioned.  412. 
340    Thompson,  Janicf— Hied  in  service,  60. 

541  Tipton,  Elijah  J.— Albany,  Mo.    Mentioned.  412. 

Trimble,  Thomas— Promoted  to  Com.  Sergt.,  see  No.  8;  M.,  102.  17o,  2r,2  ;  P.,  192. 

542  Tuttle,  Amos — Died  in  service,  216. 

543  Tuttle,  Carev— Wounded.  1:50:  mentioned,  374,  385,  412. 

.544    Vaughn.  Benjamin— Died  in  Rel)el  prison.     Caiitnretl,  211  :  mentioned,  :W2. 
Warmau.  John— (  •dor-Sergeaut,  see  No.  473. 
Whitmer,  Henry— Corporal,  see  No.  480. 

545  Wilcox,  Edward— Died  in  service,  60. 
Willemin,  James— ('orporal,  see  No.  481. 

546  Williams.  David— Missing  Nov.  4,  1864.  at  Pulaski,  Teuu. 

547  Williams,  Joseph— Mentioned.  4  3,  412. 

548  AVoodrutt",  Marion-  Ctica,  O.    Mmtioned.  147,  409. 

549  Yoder,  Alexander-Magnetic  Springs,  O.     Wounded,  130;  portrait,  lis  .   M..  412. 

550  Yoder,  Eli— Magnetic  Springs,  O.    Mentioned,  412:  portrait,  -142. 
651    Yoder,  Jacob— Mentioned,  372,  412. 

COMPANY   G. 

Captain. 

William  C.  Bunts— Died  Jan.  17,  1874,  at  Cleveland,  O.    Portraits,  13,  ll'.i;  M.,  216,  42.S. 
Daniel  A.  Stinger— Blunt.  S.  Dak.    Portrait,  12;  mentioned.  262,  375.  381.  .387.  404.  412. 
420,  and  see  Lieutenant  Company  E. 

First  Lieutenant. 

William  W.  Cnshing- Springfield,  Mo.    Mentioned,  14.  122.  176  2fi2 ;  Pro.,  see  Co.  I. 
Kollin  D.  Barnes — Portrait,  :j21 ;  mentioned.  217,  261.  262;  and  see  Company  B. 
Henry  A.  Donaldson— Kansas  City,  Mo.     Wounded,  282;  portrait.  217;  inenti.Mn  d, 
:!d3,  379,  412,  424,  and  see  Company  H  and  Company  E. 

Second  Lieutenant. 

Martin  V.  B.  King— Canfield.  O.    Wounded,  128;  portraits,  19.  '.i:.;  nu-iili>>iicil,  14.  122 
123.  129,  216,  421,  426,  428,  44J,  441,  449. 

First  Sergeant. 

552  Justus  M.  Silliman— Vineland,  N.  J.    Portrait,  43;  mentioned.")?. 

553  Charles  (;.  Chapman-Poland,  O.    Portrait,  404;  mentioned,  121.  217:  Pro.,  see  Co.  1. 
.554    Charles  C.  Coats-Bradford,  Pa.    Mentioned,  399. 

555    Joseph  E.  Pero— Mentioned,  412. 

Sergeants. 

,556  Robert  W.  Thompson— Cleveland,  O.    Color  Sergeant ;  P.,  197:   M..  Ij:;.  IU2.  129.4:11. 

Sol  James  Logan— Cleveland,  O.    Portrait,  212:  mentioned,  412. 

558  Andrew  J.  Christy — Mentioned,  216. 

559  Senseny  J.  Strealy— Youngstown,  O.    Portrait,  50;  mentioned.  412.  424. 

560  John  Simpson— Died  at  Cleveland,  O     Wounded,  211;  mentioned,  177,  2(is,  ii:i. 

561  James  M.  Ke\  nolds— Bel  .Vyr,  Md.    Wounded,  242;  portrait,  250:  mentioned,  412. 

562  .Mexander  Vmu  (iorder-New  Castle,  Pa.     Wounded.  212:  nientioneil.  12s^,  112. 

( 'iiriioriils. 

.563  William  McGittigan— Killed  in  battle.  126  (Color  Corponil  . 

.')64  John  Irwin— Killed  in  battle.  iM. 

.565  Thomas  R.  Hauna— Deceased.     Wounded.  :>)| ;  mentioned.  112. 

566  Michael  Stransbaugh— Mentioned.  412. 

567  David  Shaffer— Huron,  Ills.     Mentioned.  112. 
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M'tS    Richard,)    Hiinds — Mentioned.  412. 

•'>ri9     Richard  M.  Klliiilt— Died  in  service,  VM\. 

'>70    .loll II  Ileiner— Died  of  wounds,  80-2. 

Eiili^tnl  Mm. 

.')71     Adams,  Henry  II.— New  Vorl;,  N.  Y.     Portraits,  -18,  ;iu;):''ea|itnred,  :;ii'.t-  mentioned    \:\ 
2(5',  :W).  .■5SI),  141.  444.  44S.  "  '      " 

.')72    Adams,  Jolin— Mentioned,  :W4. 
573    Badenborronjili,  .John — Died  in  service,  21. 
•i74    Barlionr.  Jolni— Died  at  Yonngstown,  in  lSf«.     Mentioned,  dl. 
.")7,T    Bassett,  Adam — Died  in  service,  (i:!. 
.")7f)    Benson.  William — Mentioned,  8S2.  412. 
•')77    Berry,  Christopher^Mentioned,  412. 

o7S    Breece.  Tobias  C— West  Berlin.  O.     Portrait.  42'.t:  mentioned.  :;'.il.  l-j|. 
•■)79    Bryant.  .loseph — Killed  in  battle,  oo:!. 

Chapman.  C.  C— First  .S'rireant,  Lieutenant  and  Caiitain,  see  No.  ;V):!. 

Christy,  Andrew  ,T. — Sersi>ant.  see  No.  r^.s. 
580    Ckidell,  Charle.s— Olmstead  Falls.  O.    Mentioned.  412. 

Coats,  C.  C. — First  Serareaut.  see  No.  584. 
.')S1    Criss.  William— Last  report,  on  detached  duty  as  Railroad  Fnp:ineer 
.582    Da'ey,  John— Pittsburg,  Pa.     Portrait,  201 ;  mVntioned,  :'.72  402 
Ss'J    Donevan.  ,lolin— Mentioned,  412. 

Elliott,  Richard  M. — Corporal,  see  No.  570. 
.584    Ferguson,  Dryden — Died  of  wound,  273. 

585    Fitch,  Harrison  H.—Copapa.  O.     Portrait,  421  ;  mentioned,  112. 
.586    Foust,  John  P. — Died  in  service.  59. 
.5,87    Garety,  Josepli— Cleveland.  ().     Mentioned,  412. 
.588    Griffin,  Morris—Cleveland,  O.     Portrait,  39  ;  mentioned,  li:!. 
589     Grime,  Ferdinand-  Mentioned,  409. 
.590    Hall,  Traverse  .V  —Mentioned.  412. 

Hauds,  Richard  J.— Corporal,  see  No.  ,5(58. 

Hanna,  Thomas  R.— Corporal,  see  No.  (;(;5. 
.591    Hartman.  William — Mentioned,  412. 

Heiner.  .lohn  — Corp(u-al.  see  No.  .5,so. 
.592    Hiltabiddle.  Daniel  \V.— Mentioned.  3,88. 

593  Hudson,  Edwin— Mentioned,  412. 

594  Hunkler,  John— Mentioned.  83. 
Irwin,  John— Corporal,  see  No.  501. 

.595  Jones,  Thomas— Died  in  service,  tio. 

,596  Kelley.  James— Mentioned,  -388. 

597  Knapi>,  Charles  H.—Berea.  O.     Wounded.  242:  mentioned.  372.  Id'.'. 

.598  Krocker,  Henry— Died  in  rebel  prison.    Captured  at  (  hicama>iga. 

.599  Lambody,  Victor— Died  in  service.  60. 
Logan,  James— Sergeant,  see  No  .557. 

600  Lvons.  David  — Mentioned,  412. 

601  Ma.ior,  William  O.— New  .Middletown,  f).     Wounded,  268  ;  mentioned,  112. 

602  McGhee,  Andrew  J.— Last  report  in  hosi>itaI  at  Nashville. 
McGittigan.  William— Color  Corporal :  see  No.  .563. 

603  ISread.  Daniel— Mentioned.  412. 

604  Middlcton.  Henry  J.  — Died  of  wounds.  127. 

605  Miller.  Frank— Died  in  service,  S3. 

606  Misler,  Anton- Bellevue.  O.     Served  in  Conii)any  H;  mentioned.  412:  portrait,  2('6. 

607  Nichols.  Edward— Mentioned.  376. 

60S    Osborn.  Charles— At  Camp  Butler,  Ills.,  when  last  reported. 
Pero.SToseph  Iv — First  Sergeant,  see  No.  .'',55. 

609  Randall,  Alexander— Mentioned,  412. 

610  Randall,  Charles  B.— Wounded,  2-i2. 

611  Richardson,  George  H.— Died  March  12.  l.s.s(i.  at   Philadelphia.  Pa.:  mentioned,    112. 

612  Robson.  David — Mentioned.  412. 

613  Rotterdam.  John  (i.  — Mentioned,  196. 

614  Schelhass.  Henry— Mentioned,  83. 

615  Seller,  ,\lois — Killed  in  ))attlc,  127. 
Shaffer.  David— Ci^rporal,  .see  No.  .567. 

66    Shay,  Daniel  — Mentioned,  412. 

617  Shay.  James— Mentioned,  38s. 

618  Slieiiefield.  George— Died  of  wounds,  301. 
Sillimau,  Justus  M. — First  Sergeant,  see  No,  ,5.52. 
Simi)son.  Jolm— Sergeant,  see  No.  5C0. 

iil9  Smith.  John  — Mentioned  412. 

62fr  Snyder,  Peter — Last  report  in  hospital  at   I.ou'svire,  Ky. 

621  Soinmer,  John  — Killed  in  battle,  127. 

622  .Spickler.  Lewis  — Pine  Run.  Mich.     .Mentioiu  il.  ::7s.  3.8f1.  412  :  i  ortrail,  438. 
62.^  Stephens.  Isaac  S.— Mentioned,  147. 
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624    Stoker,  George  S.  -Mentioued,  412. 

Strausbaugh,  M.— Corporal,  see  No.  566. 
<;2.')    Strealy,  .Tohu  C— Died  of  wounds.    Meutioued,  127,  12<»;  portrait,  1;KI. 

Strealy,  Sen.seuy  J.— Sergeant,  see  No.  559. 
(>2ii    Taiinvban,  Janies— Mentioned,  412. 

Thompson,  Robert  W.— Cleveland.  O.    Color  ."ergeaut,  see  No.  556. 

Van  Gorder.  Alex— Sergeant,  see  No.  502. 
627    \Vade,  James— Mentioned,  112. 
028    Walker,  Jo.-^epb  A  —Mentioned,  f.l. 

629  Withers,  .Joseph— Mentioned.  217. 

630  Young,  Calvin— Mentioned.  412. 

Henry  Ricliards  — Youngstown,  O.     Colored  undercook  :  mentioned.  412. 

COMPANY    H. 

Cujiiiiin. 
Anthony  Valleudar— Feceased.     Portrait,  26:  woundeil.  2f:0;  mentioned,  14,  74,  .?85, 


:?'d,  4n.j,  417,  424,  426: 


First  Lieutennnt . 


Kiley  M.   Merrill-Meutioneil,  14,  57. 

Freeman  Thoman— Denver,  Col.     Wounded,  282  :  portraits,  59,  295  ;   mentioned,  217, 

:!7;i,  ;190.  :;92  :  promoted,  see  Company  D,  also  ('ompany  A. 
Darius  W.  Payne— Perry,  la.     Wounded,  8o:i :  portrait,  6;> ;  mentioued,  3t9,  392,  405, 

412.  lis,  see  Company  I  and  Company  E. 

Sicond  Lindniaiit. 

Francis  Hendry— Madison,  O.     Portrait,  -2  :  mentioned.  14,  52. 

Charles  Leimhach— Died,  Nov.  12.  1,''82.  Wounded,  ■.82:  portrait.  2l.s;  mentioned, 
2!3.  :02:  promoted,  see  Company  D,  also  Company  H. 

Henry  A.  Donaldson — Kansas  City,  Mo.  Wounded,  272.  282  ;  portrait,  217  ;  see  Com- 
pany K  and  Company  G. 

Henry  Glenville— Wounded,  12S  ;  portrait,  105  ;  mentioned,  53,  382 ;  see  Company  B. 

Firnt  Sfrgeant. 

(i;ll     Henrv  Gleu\  ille— Pniiiioted.  see  above  aud  Company  B. 

632  Charles  MuUer— Wounded.  354  :  discharged,  388. 

633  Henry  Ro.>iS— Mentioned.  412. 

Sergeant. 

6;}4  Charles  Leinibach- Wounded,  282:  portrait,  213:  promoted,  see  above. 

635  Kosv.ell  Webster — Leno.x.  O.     Portrait,  51  ;  mentioned.  147. 

63()  William  Stoughton— Mentioued,  147. 

637  Lerov  Thomiison- Mentioned.  412,  413. 

638  John  Dutiv— St.  Paul,  Minn.     Mentioned.  413,  437. 

639  John  Braudau— O.  S.  H.,  Sanduskv,  O.    Meutioued.  413. 

640  Noah  H    Willey- Mentioned,  213,  413. 

(HI    John  .\.  Morrow— Wounded,  179  and  discharged,  303. 

Corporrd. 

642  George  Cunninghaui- Columbus.  O.     Discharged  Dec.  23, 1862.  account  typhoid  fever. 

643  Brookens  H.  Brittain — Died  in  rebel  prison.    Mentioned,  211,  212. 

644  Samuel  Joslin — Mentioned,  413. 

645  Favette  Darling— Chardon,  O.     Mentioued,  413. 

(hl6  Wi"lliam  Mason— .\kron.  O.     Portrait,  3u4  ;  mentioned,  413.  424. 

647  Khinehard  Siillleisch— Mentioued,  413. 

64«  .\nslem  Mever — Mentioned,  413. 

6)!(  John  Henson— Pittslield.  O.     Wounded.  2.S2  :  mentioned,  406.  413.  424,  446. 

650  Johu  Weir — Mentioned,  3S8. 

651  William  R.  Bedell— Killed  in  battle,  127. 

6.52  Alpha  Large— Killed  in  battle.  35:;. 

EnliKtrd  Mar. 

6.53  AUardt.  Theodore— Mentioned,  413. 

654  Ames.  Oscar  C. — Wounded.  242  :  mentioned,  413. 

655  Anderson,  Samuel  W. — Mentioned.  52. 

656  Archer,  James  E.— Kansas  Citv,  Mo.— Portrait,  20F:. mentioned,  394,  430.  437.  444. 

657  Astle,  William— Mentioned,  147,  408. 

658  Barry,  John- Died  of  wounds,  127. 
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ti59    Beekwith.  tieorge  R.— Died  of  woiiiids,  210. 

Bedell,  Williaiu  R.— Corporal,  see  No.  (■)•">!. 
tii'iO    Benier.  .hicolj— Died  in  serviee,  .■'.  ti. 
661     Birch.  Ca.s.-iius  C.—Krie.  Pa.— Wounded,  \'<n  :  )iu-nii(nu  d.  o'.U. 

Brandan.  .John — Scrwant,  see  No.  tv'.'.i. 

Brittain.  I'..  H.— Coriionil,  see  Xn.  ()4:!. 
(>tVJ     Bronsdii,  Daniel— .Mentioned,  1217. 
HG;!     Bimbv,  Daniel  D.  — Mentioned.  lIMi. 
(>61     Bun-,' ,I()l\ii  F.  — Mentioned.  117,  IJS. 
6(i.5    Calthvell.  Warren  M.  — Mentioned.  :l.ss. 
(>t;i"i    Collister.  .laek— Died  of  wounds.  1J7. 

Clere,  Claude— .Mustered  in  K:  see  No.  1  'J. 
i;ti7    Couglilin.  .lames— Left  Company  in  May,  isii.'i.  without  leave. 

Cunninu'hain.  (tenrge— Corporal,  see  Xo.  Ol'J. 
(jt>>S     Dahlem.  .lohn— Mentioned.  .INS. 

t)G9    Dailey.  William— Pratt.  Kaus.     Portrait,  260  :  wounded,  282  :  mentioned.  :!.s.S.  3!) I  :  by 
mistake  ealled  John  Dailey  on  p.  2,S2. 

Darlimj,  Favette -Corporal,  see  No.  6-l-">. 
1.70    Delira'rt,  Wi'lliam- Mentioned,  217. 

1171    Diamond,  Patrick- Died  at  ICdeubuvijh,  U.     Left  Company  in  May,  ISim. 
.72    Dodge.  .lames  R  —Died  in  serviee.  "v.i. 
.7:!    Dola'u,  William— .\bsent  from  .Inly,  iJ^ti-'i. 

Dutl'y,  .lohn— Sergeant,  see  No.  liSfS. 
t)74    P2(dierman.  Charles— Mentioned.  AVA. 

675  Elliott.  Mi(diael— Killeil  in  battle,  218. 

676  Eseh,  Franz— Died  in  service.  :;76. 

i;77     Fost,  Henry- Wounded  and  captured.  12'.i :  nieiitioiie<l.  421. 

il7s    Glanzer,  .laeob— Missing  in  battle.  :(>'.». 

iwO    Gleicli.  George— No  reccn-d  after  May  H,  l.sOl. 

r.s",    (Jleich.  Valentine— Cleveland.  O.    Jlentioned.  )l:;. 

Glenville,  Henrv-First  Sergeant  and  Lieutenani.  see  No.  iVii. 
liSl    Goodwill.  Davi.i  B.— Killed  in  battle,  2.S1. 
1.82    Groebe,  Ernst— In  hospital  .Inne,  1861;  last  report. 

Grime.  .Toseph— Mustered  in  F:  see  No.  o91. 
r,s3    Harvey.  Charles — Mentioned.  61. 
6.V1    IIarv(>y.  Gains  S  —Died  in  serviee.  I'.Hi :  ])ortrait,  "iO. 

Heiison.  .Tobu — Corporal,  see  No.  61".). 

685  Howe.  .lames— Last  record  on  furlough  July  27,  l.Slil. 

686  Howell.  William— Killed  in  battle.  127. 

(■>S7    Jackson.  James  H.— Erie.  Pa.    (  aptnred.  :i51 :  mentioned.  :>;s. 

688  Joues,  Herman  F.— Mentioned.  41:!. 
Joslin.  Samuel— Corporal,  see  No.  644. 

689  King.  Jacob— Died  of  wounds.  :!0:!. 

693  Kuapp.  Peter- Wounded  and  capture<l,  12-< :  mjiitionel.  12:i.  :!91. 

691  Krum,  Francis  S.— Died  in  service.  196. 
Large,  .\lpha— Corporal,  see  No.  652. 

692  Latirence,  tinuies  W.— Left  Coini)any  in  May.  Is65. 
Leimbach.  Charles— Sergeant  and  Lieutenant,  see  No.  652. 

ti9j     Lowman.  .lames  L.  — Killed  in  battle.  2S1. 
Mason.  William— Corporal,  see  No.  646. 

694  Meno.  Freflerick — Mentioned.  52. 
Mever,  .-V nselm— Corporal,  see  No.  619. 

Misler.  .\ntou-  Mustered  in  G  :  see  No.  6'!6  :  portrait.  20i). 

695  Morris.  William— Wo\inded,  130 .  transferred  to  2;ld  O.  V.  1. 
IMorrow.  John  .\.— Ser'reant.  see  No.  611. 

Mnller.  Charles— First  Sergeant,  see  No.  (W2. 

696  Murphv.  Patrick— Mentioned.  Mil',. 

697  Nauck."  Frederick— r.  S.  M.  H.  Dayton.  O.    Portrait,  s);  wounded,  -2,82:  M.  41.!.  4  16 
0''8    Osborn.  Thomas  S.— Missing  November,  1864,  at  Athens,  Tenu. 

69;»  Ptlenger.  \'alentine— .Mentioned.  :-!94. 

700  I'hillip>.  Martin  V.— Mentioned.  41. 

7el  Piei'son.  James— Died  in  rebel  i)rison.  211.  212. 

702  I'ietsch.  .Vugust— Wounded,  242:  mentioned,  41:!. 

70:>  Putnam,  (ieorge— Died  in  service.  402. 

704  tjuirk.  Michael— Died  in  service,  41:!.  41(). 

705  Kath.  Albert  -Left  in  May.  1.S65. 

706  Rawdon.  William  II.— Decea.sed.    Mentioned,  41:!.  42s,  464.  4:!6  :  portrait.  4:!s. 

707  Reed.  Charles— Wounded,  1-2S  ;  discharged,  :M)2. 
7as  Richter,  fJottfried— Left  in  May.  1865. 

709  Ritgart,  Peter— Missing  in  battle  of  Resaca. 

710  Rood,  Fayette  C.— -Mentioned,  147. 
Ross,  Heiirv— First  Sergeant,  see  No.  (>:«. 

Sautter,  Jacob— Weston,  ().     Mustered  in  F\  see  No.  5:flt:  1*..  107:  wounded.  i:;o:  M..  iij. 
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711  Schelden,  Lewis— Mentioned,  217. 

712  Hcheuer,  Hcurv— Mentioned,  388. 

713  Schmitz,  Nicholas— Died  in  Andersonville  prison,  3ir>. 
Sehneidcr,  Ihiirv- Mustered  in  F,  sec  No.  531. 

714  Schultz,  (iottlii'b— Killed  in  battle,  281. 

Seller,  Alois— Killed  in  battle,  127.    Mustered  in  G.  see  No.  t>2.i. 
71.^    Sevfert,  George— Mentioned.  413. 
71G    SheilborD,  Joseph— Left  in  May,  186.5. 

Seiguuer,  George— Mustered  in  F,  see  No.  534. 

Sillfleiseh,  R.— Corporal,  see  No.  (')47. 

717  Silverthorn,  Alva— Mentioned,  03. 

718  Smith,  Merrick  t^- Caniljridgeboro,  Pa.    Mentioned,  413. 
Sommer,  John— Killed  in  liattle,  127.    Mustered  in  G,  see  No.  ti3l. 

719  Stewart,  George— Mentioned.  01. 

720  Stewart,  Robert— Lett  in  May,  1805. 

721  Stolliker,  Lester  C— Deceased.    Mentioned,  413,  433. 
Stoughton,  William— Sergeant,  see  No.  636. 

722  Sumnierby,  William— Mentioned,  388. 
TZi    Thiele,  Henry— Died  in  service,  S3. 

Thomjison,  Leroy— Sergeant,  see  No.  633. 

724  Thomi>son,  Malcolm— Mentioned,  54,  63. 

725  Wagner,  Frederick— Discharged  from  hospital  April,  1865. 

726  Waters.  Lucius  W.— Lenox,  O.     Mentioned,  388  :  portrait.  44U. 
Webster,  Rosswcll— Sergeant,  see  No.  635. 

727  Weddle,  Conrail- Mcntioned,381. 
Weir,  John— Coi'iioral.  .see  No.  (i50. 

728  Weller,  John — Died  in  service.  210. 

72'.t  Wheeler,  Seymour  O.— Mentioned,  ;!.s,\. 
Willey,  Noah  H.— Sejgeant.  sec  No.  040. 

730  Wilkinson,  Thomas— Died  in  service,  190. 

731  Williams,  Charles— Killed  in  iiattle,  281. 

732  Williams,  George— Died  December  2,  1805. 

733  Williams.  John  — Died  of  wounds,  127. 

734  Wilson,  Thomas— .Mentioned.  44. 

735  Winright.  William  — Missing  November  7,  1804. 
730  Wolf,  Frederick— Mentioned,  413. 

737    Zellcr,  Peter— Mentioned,  410. 

COMPANY  I. 

Captain. 

Aqiiila  Coonrod — Mentioned,  147,  176,  261. 

William  W.  Cushiug— Springfield,  Mo.    Mentioned.  262,  380,  387  and  see  Company  G. 

Charles  C.  Chapman— Poland,  O.    Portrait,  404  :  M.,  399,  409.  413,  424  :  see  below. 

Fifi't  LUuicnnnl. 

Horace  Welch— Portrait,  150.     Mentioned,  147,  210. 

Nyrum  Phillips— Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.    Portrait,  84  ;  M.,  217,  301  ;  see  Field  and  Staff. 
Charles  C.  Chapman— Poland,  O.     Wounded,  382:  mentioned.  2(12.  .309,399  :  see  below. 
Benjamin  F.  Gardner— Died  at  Mt.  Vernon,  O.    P.,  391 ;  M.,  399.  413,  432  ;  see  Co.  E. 

Second  Licutfnant. 

Seabury  A.  Smith— Killed  in  battle.    P.,  203  ;  M.,  147, 170,  208,  435;  see  Field  and  StafF. 
Charles  C.  Chajunan- Poland,  O.    Promoted,  see  above  and  also  Company  G. 
Henry  N.  Pen  Held— Springfield,  Mass      P.,  116  ;  M.,  217,  437,  449;  see  Company  F. 
Josiah  H.  Blackbtirn- Latimer,  O.    Pro.,  3.55 ;  .see  Company  F"  and  also  Company  A. 
Darius  W'.  Payne— Perry,  Iowa.    Wounded,  :'.53  ;   portrait,  63:   mentioned.  265,  303, 
392  :  see  Company  H  and  Company  E. 

First  Sergeant. 

7:^8    James  H.  Hanson— Buckhannan.  W.  Va.    Captured.  211:  i)ortrait.  209;  mentioned. 
212,  382,  :-;94,  424,   430. 

739  Francis  Cassil — Died  January — ,1878.    Mentioned,  413,  421  :  [lortrait,  435. 

Sirgeant. 

740  John  Ww  Stoncr— Garrett,  Ind.    Mentioned,  413. 

741  Reubin  M.  Steele— Died  DecemberlO,  1890.    Wounded,  242:  portrait,  165;  mentioned, 

174,  243,  403,  413,  419,  424.  4:17. 

742  Richard  Roessler — Mentioned,  413. 


ROSTER- INDEX.  469- 


COMTAXY    1.— .sV/;;e(i;/^— ( 'onti iiiir<l . 

74S  Thomas  Hurri'tt— Dcct'iiscii.    Meiitii)!it'fl.  W.',. 

744  Squire  C.  Kdwunls— Kilk'il  in  biittli',  •1>^\. 

745  William  C.  Weimcr— Killed  in  battlo,  'JSl.     I'Ditrait,  >'.'. 
74(>  Isaiah  Mell—I.aity.o.     MentionLMl.  :;!M. 

*  ■(irpiii-dl. 

747  William  Corhin — I)ii.'(l  at  Napoleon,  < ).     Mentioned.  II:;. 

748  Simon  P.  I'rininier — Mentioned,  41:i. 

749  George  Rath— Keeea.sed.     Mentioned.  11!. 

750  Charles  Wetz— Uavton,  O.     Portrait,  :M). 

751  Henry  Phillip.s— Atheu.s,  O.     Portrait,  o7(; ;  mentioned.  11:;. 

752  William  Canghev — Wounded,  2  0:  mentioned,  41;. 
Augu<tu.-i  Jacobs— See  K.  r,.  .laeoljy.  No.  mi  ;.     Mentioned.  11:;. 

75:^    William  Dnnl^er—iireenville,  <).     Portrait.  :;I7:   \\dnnii<-d.  :.'.!:   menlioiied.  S-V.  41:; 

754  Francis  M.  (ierlock— Killed  in  battle.  2  ;U. 

755  .Tames  W.  Hair — Wounded,  J")!  :  mentioned,  :!S.S. 

7.56     Elijali  Kessler- liiclunond.  Ind.     Mentioned.  ;5!tl,  )-li.. 

757    William  Dnnean—Kilbnek,  O.     Portraits.  :!Ji'.,  4(iU  ;   mentioncil.  li:l.  V.M.  44'.'. 

EiiliMi'l   Mm. 

Ibii    Alabaugh.  Charles — Died  in  service.  IM:;. 

759  Babeock,  Thomas  Z.— Fort  Wavue.  Ind.     Mentioned,  ii :;:   |.oMniii.  4  ;i. 

760  Baker.  John— Mentioned,  41:^.  " 

761  Ballinger,  .lonathan— Mentioueil.  41:!. 
Barrett,  Thomas — Sergeant,  see  No.  71:!. 
Bell.  Isaiah — Sergeant,  see  Xo.  746. 

702    Bently,  Martin — Deceased.     Mentioned.  :i.'^s. 

76::!    Blair,'  Peter  S.— Died  in  service.  216 

761     Bohn,  John — Wounded,  242  ;  mentioned,  ;W1. 

765  Brooks,  Jacob- Died  in  rebel  i>rison,  211.  212. 

766  Brown,  George — Detiauce,  O.    Mentioiied,  :>94  ;  i)ortrait.  Ii:;. 

767  Brown,  Joseph  M — Bruuersbnrg,  O.     Mentioned.  4i:i. 

768  Butler,  John— Died  in  service,  '216. 

769  Cassady,  Thomas— Died  of  woiiuds,  2:50. 
Cassil,  Francis— First  Sergeant,  see  No.  7;W.  . 
Caughev.  William — ('ori)oral,  see  No.  7.V2. 

770  Cav,  David— Mentioned.  888. 

771  Close.  John— Mentioned,  402. 
Corbiu,  William — (Corporal,  see  No.  747. 

772  Couch,  Andrew  J.— Wonuded,  354  :  mentioned.  4(i:;.  li:!. 

773  Cramer,  George— Died  of  wounds,  282. 

774  Curtis,  Aurelins — Mentioned,  41:5. 

775  Daley.  Eldeu  K.— Elyria,  O.    See  Klden  Porter,  wonnded.  212  :   P..  2-.(i :   M..  41:!,  424. 

776  Davidson.  William  W.— E.  Akron  Station,  O.     Portrait.  :!02  ;   mentioned.  11:!.  421. 

777  Davis,  Charles  F.— Mentioned,  407. 

778  Davis,  Thomas— Wounded.  242. 

779  Douelv,  Hugh- Die<l  December  IS,  1S,S1  ;  Mentioned.  :!88. 

780  Donoghue.  Patrick— Wounded,  242;  Mentioncil.  :!72,  109. 
Duncan,  William — Corporal,  see  No.  757. 

Dunker,  William — Corjioral,  see  No   75!. 

781  Edwards,  John — Died  in  service,  196. 

782  Edward.s,  Joseph— Deshler.  O.    Mentioned,  3.88. 
Edwards.  Squire  C— Sergeant,  sec  No.  724. 

78-3  Figlev,  Simon— Died  at  Ney,  O.    Mentioned,  mi. 

7s4  Fisher,  Albert  W.— Mentioned,  41:5. 

785  Frieud.  Joseph— Mentioned,  41:5. 

786  Friend,  William  H.— Died  of  wounds,  17s,  179. 

787  Gable,  Michael— Died  of  wounds.  242. 

788  Gartner.  Manlius— Mentioned,  217. 

789  Getz,  Samuel— Died  at  Napoleon,  O.     Mentioned,  107. 

790  (iibson,  Isaac  N— New  Weston,  O.     W<>nn<led.  3."il  :  portrait.  :;27  :   nieiitioned.  U:i. 

791  Gilpin,  Alfred  L— Henry,  Ills.     Served  under  name  of  Harrison  Lee  :   wounded.  :!.'i4  ; 

mentioned.  113. 
Gorlock.  Francis  M.— Corporal,  see  No.  751. 

792  Gorrell,  Daniel— Mentioned,  41:!. 

793  Green,  Samuel- U.  S.  M.  H.,  Dayton,  O.     Wounded.  2:Hl :   P..  •::;!  :   M..  212.  41:5.  Ilii. 

794  Gunter.  David— Mentioned.  41:!. 

795  Hair,  Daniel  W.— Died  in  servi(;e,  216. 
Hair,  James  W. — Corporal,  see  No.  7.')5. 

7%    Halev.  James  S.— Nettle  Lake,  O.     Wouirded.  212:   po ri ra i t.  J.VJ  :  mentioned.  II:;. 
797    HamUtou.  Charles  N.— Mentioned,  :5S8. 

Hanson,  .lames  H.— First  .Sergeant,' see  No.  74H. 
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79.S  llardv.  .lolin  J.— Florida,  O.     Mc'mii)ne<l.  -II-!. 

799  Ilattit'lil,  liihvard— Died  April  !(!,  ISSO.     Womided,  3')1  :  meiUioiU'd.  Jl:'.. 

80;J  Hill.  Micliael— Died  at  Napolfoii   O.    Wounded.  ISO  :  memioned, -11 !. 

801  Ilousweitl.  .lacoli— Died  in  service,  H7. 

802  Hudson.  Joliu— Died  at  Napoleon,  U      Mentioned,  HM. 

803  .laeohv,  K.  (i.— riea.sant  Grove,  Kans.     .><iTVed  under  name  of  AuKustns  .lueohs  :   Por- 

trait. -117. 
801    ,Iustie(',  .Samuel  A.— Strykei'.  O      Portrait.  lIS;  mentioned.  -11:!. 
80)     Kelly,  ,John— Mentioned,  :;7;. 

Kes.sler,  i'^lijah — Corporal,  see  No.  7ilii: 
80ii     Kil)l)le,  John— Mentioned.  H.>. 
807     King,  ,Iohn  H.— Missins,  November,  ISiM,  at  .Stevenson,  A.h\. 

Lee,  Harrison— See  A.  L.  (iilpin.  No.  791.     Mentioned.  3')1,  -li:;. 
80S     Longsmith,  Henry — Died  at  Detianee,  (J. —  Wounded,  179  ;  dischaiged,  30  ;. 

809  Melienry,  William— Napoleon,  O.     Mentioned,  :vV). 

810  Mikesell,  Crowell — Winchester,  Ark.     Portrait.  .'i-O  ;  mentioned.  :'.8.',  ll)!, 

811  Milburn.  Edward  K.— Mentioned,  413. 

.81-2  Miller,  Oeortii — Bowling- <  ireen,  O.    Portrait,  411  :  menticnied,  413. 

813  Miller,  Uliio— Richmond,  Ind.     Mentioned.  4!.!. 

814  Miller,  Charles— Lake  View,  la.     Wounded,  180;  portrait,  4-;l  ;  mentioned.  41::. 
81."i  Musser,  , Jacob— Deceased.    Wounded,  •J42  :  disciharijed,  :.S8. 

816  Nason,  .lob — Versailles,  O.     Portrait.  407  :  mentioned,  41:!. 

817  Pepple.  James— Mentioned,  4 1 3. 

818  Phillips,  David  S.— Athens,  O.     Wounded. -3  i ;  captured  317:  portrait.  3.Vi;  m.,  394. 
Phillips,  Henrv — Corporal:  see  No.  7."il. 

819  Pool,  Krederick— Diedat  Antwer]),  ()      Mentioned, '.117. 

820  Porter,  Anthony— Died  of  wounds.  2  ;n. 

821  Pcn'ter,  Penjamin  J. — Democracy.  O.     Mentione(l,  2s:;,  41',. 
Porter.  Kldeii  R.-  Real  name  K.  K.  Daley  :  see  No  77."). 

822  Primmer,  Simon  P.     Corporal:  see  No.  7.(S. 

823  Prince,  James  E.— Hinton.  W.  Va.     Mentioned,  :;  M. 

824  Kadel,  Albert— Mentioned,  4  i;!. 
Rath,  George— Corporal ;  see  No.  729. 

82.">    Richardson,  Daniel — Wounded,  2."il  :  mentioned,  :'.'.»!. 
821)     Richardson.  Oliver — Died  of  wotinds,  178,  17J. 

Richiiujud,  Thomas— See  ('ompany  A,  No.  ,^1  :  mentioned,  41  ;. 
827    Itoberts.  William  (J  — Wounded  at  Resaca. 
82.S    Rockatield,  John  (_;. — Deceased.     Mentioned,  41.'!. 

Roessler,  Richard — Sergeant :  see  No,  742. 
,S29    .Seydler,  Gnstave— Mentioned,  4 Kl. 
8;iO    Shear,  John  P.— Mentioned,  3S8. 

831  Sheets,  William  C, — Died  of  wonnd.  2,'.';  mentiinicd,  2.s2. 

832  Sprouce,  Jerome — Transferred  to  Veteran  Reserve  Corjis,  .Mai-rli,  ISOI. 
Steele,  Reubin  M.— Sergeant:  .see  No.  74 1. 

Stoner,  John  W.— Sergeant;  see  No.  74t). 

833  SUill,  George  H.— Ro.seville,  O.     Mentioned,  2i7,  41::. 

834  Swihart,  William  N.— Mentioned,  413 

835  Tulford,  William— Mentioned,  41:i. 

83(1    Weber,  August- Died  in  service.     Jlenlioned.  242,  413 
Weimer,  William  G.— Sergeant;  see  No  74.'i. 
Wetz,  Charles— Corporal ,  see  no.  7.i0. 

837  Wharton,  George — Died  in  service,  2Ui. 

838  Wise.  Sumnel  — Menti(Uicd.  2iil. 

839  Worth,  Frank  C— Wonnd. 'd,  212. 

840  Wrctlu'rl'm-d.  William— Mentioned,  413. 

841  Wright,  iMartin  L.— Died  in  service,  19';. 

842  Yonng,  John— Died  near  I<"indlay,  ().    Caiititred.  3."4. 

843  Zeller,  Peter— lielmore.  O.     Portrait,  "s'l:  mentioned,  413, 
814    Zufall.  IClijah  .1.— Mentioned,  413. 

COMPANY   K. 

Sterling  Manchester— Killed  in  battle.     Portrait,  272:  mentioned.  12.  13,  197.  272. 
Alexander  Dickson- Cantield.  O.    Portraits,  Hi,  3  8;  mentioned,  ;>iil,  3  ti,  :;7.s,  ;^79,  380, 

387.  ::92.  121,  42>.  42,.  4:!3.  I  I  '.  418:  see  < 'omiianv  A. 
Hcxeki.-ih  N.  Steadman— Deceased.     P.,  i;2 :   m..  ;,9.i.  404.  401,  413;  see  Comi)any  K. 

/■'ir.<f  !.i(  iitf  iiaiil. 

Waldeni  S.  Williams— Pratt'.s  Fork.  O.     P.,  ;15fi:  ni.,  197.  :;o2,  :;77:   pro.,  see  Co.  E. 
Alexander  H.  Postlewait— Orrville.  ()..    P.,  243,  3-i.s:  m..  3,"y.i,  37s.  io;i,  41::,  421,  441,  4')0: 
see  Company  1<\ 
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COMl'ANV  K.—  r<,ii/iiiiii,l. 
Sic.iii/  l.iriilcnaiil. 

Ssirma-l  Hiiki-s— MiMitiuiUHi,  I'.iT.  i  C. 

Kifhark  K.  llulso— Kinsiimn,  ().     1'..  7s.  :'ii7  :   m..  i!l7.  2'il,  ::(li.':   in'o.,  sec  Cuiiiiianv  < ' 

(.'barles  M.  Malthy— Scnttlo,  Wash.     I'orlrait,  liliii;  iiu'iitidiUMl.  -IK),  Jl:;. 

/•'/;•.-■/  Si  i-ijriint. 

845    AVilliain  .1.  .loiies— Uied  in  service,  37,s. 
84(i    Charles  M.  Malthy— Promoted,  see  above. 

Sd-itidiit. 

>S47  James  Wet/el  — Killeil  in  battle.  I'll'.  lT.s. 

S48  Josiah  \V.  M(iit;an~I'.ast  I'lyiiiDUth.  (>.     Wounded,  %4  :  p..:5i"i(l;  in..  41:;.  424.  4o(;. 

819  John  Porter -Mentioneii.  41:!. 

8-io  Oren  V.  I'ayne— WdiiniU'il.  'irl:  mentioned,  41:^. 

,S51  John  K.  Ha'thburn—Uijr  Klin.  ().     Portrait,  4;il  :  inentioned,  4!:!,  4:17. 

8.V2  John  F.  Sherer     Mentioned,  41:!. 

Ciirjiiirul 

S.V>  Montezuma  Si.  .lobii— Calamus,  I.a,     Mentioned,  414, 

,S')4  James  .\.  Ferris -Chieai^o,  111.     Portrait,  l.s7:  mentioned,  ;?S.s. 

856  Daniel  W.  .Mathews— Mentioned,  414. 

8.50  David  Shaller— Mentioned,  4 '4. 

8.57  James  M.  Carter— Kitaniiii;,  f).     Wounded.  2''J  ;   portrait,  2.5:;:   mentioned.  414 

858  Channeev  \V.  .\midoii  — .Jishtabula,  O.     Mentioned,  414. 

8.59  Thomas  iiibbons-MenlioHed   411. 

860  John  Croneh— Deceased.     Mentione.l.  4'4.  44S. 

801  Heurv  Welling— Wounded,  242.  :!5i :  mentioned,  370, 

802  William  H.  Carr— Mentioned,  414. 

Eiillstnl  M<}i. 
8fi3    Abbott.  John— Mi'iitioned,  :!.sS. 

804  Algoe,  John  S.— Little  Hoeliing,  (J.     I'ortrait,  429  ,  mentioned,  414. 
.\midon.  C.  W. — Corporal,  see  No.  S.'.S. 

805  Amidon,  Nathaniel  !>.— Plymouth,  O.    Mentioned,  :i94. 
800    Amy,  Major  P.— Portrjiit,    129;  mentioned,  S7ii,  414. 

S()7     .\ncire,  W'hitlield     Woiinned,  :i.54  ;  mentioned.  :iS<s. 
,S!.s    .\t\vood,  William  II.— .Mentioned,  :;',H. 
8f)9     Barnes,  David — Died  in  .service,  :ifl. 

870  Border,  David— Dieil  of  wounds,  Jl_'. 

871  Brandeberrv.  John  H.— Frost  Station,  O.     Wounded,  252:  jxirtrait,  2"i4  :  m..  :;94  ' 

872  Burley.  Kli— Shade,  O.  Mentioned,  414. 
Carr,  William  K. — Cori)oral,  see  No,  802, 
Carr,  James  M,    Corporal,  see  No.  857, 

87:^    Chisom,  Byron— Mentioned,  :-i88. 

.^74    Cleveland,  Alexander  W.  — Died  in  service,  210. 

.875    Coon,  Perry — Died  in  .service,  210, 

Crouch.  John — Cori)oral,  see  No.  800. 
870    Curtis,  A<lelbert— Meiiti(Uied,  :;9I. 

877  Dailey,  .Michael— Menlioncd,  :i88, 

878  Davison,  William  — Mentioned.  414, 
I'Vrris,  , lames  A.— Corporal,  see  No,  <S54. 

.879  Finsterw.ild,  Chharles— Died  March,  is.s5:  mentioned.  Ill:  iiortrait.  V.iV,. 

.S80  Finsterwalil,  .lacob  -  Mentioned,  414. 

.881  Fox,  Daviil— Died  at  Kiverixirt.  ().    Mentioned,  414,  4.''.4.  4:i0. 

8.82  France,  William  II.— Big  Run,  O.     Wounded,  202;  discharged,  4ii2. 

,8.8:1  Fulton,  Franklin— Mentioned,  :;77,  los. 

8.S4  Fulton,  Kobcrl  I,.— Judson,  (),     W()undc(l,  282  :  portrait,  27S  ;  mentioned.  II  I. 

8.85  Fulton,  Zi'iihaniah- .Athens.  ().     Portrait,  12:;;  mentioned,  414. 

880  Fnrgasoii.  Noah  W.— Cherokee.  la.     Portrait,  42  i ;  mentioned,  114. 
(ribbons,  Thomas -Corporal,  see  No.  8"i9. 

887  Hackctt.  \Varren  S.— ICast  Saginaw,  Mich.     Mentioned.  414, 

888  Hall,  Hamlin  — Kefl  in  June,  180.5. 

8.S8  Ilalsleail.  Daniel  S.— Diamond  Springs,  Midi.     Wounded,  242  ;  mentioned,  414. 

890  Hardman,  .lohn  — P.iluiyra,  Ind.     Woundeded.  272  :  mentioned,  414. 

.syi  Harman,  Benjamin  — Mentioiud.  411. 

,802  Howells,  Samuel  D.— Washington,  D.  C.     Portraits,  279,  415;  mentioned,  :i70. 

89:;  Jetlers,  William— Shade,  (),     Portrait,  427  ;  mentioned,  414, 
Jones,  William  .1, —  First  Sergeant,  see  No.  845. 

894  Kilburn.  Benjamin  .1 —Wounded,  27:! ;  mentioned,  :?si. 

895  Knapp,  l>avi<'l  — .Mentioned.  414. 
.890  Knapp.  Nicholas— Mentioned,  414, 


472  OPDYCKE  TIGERS, 

COMPANY   K.—Knliiifrtl    Men—Omtiiii/nl. 

!5(i7     Kuhk-r.  Iiaiiiel— Aiizona.  Xeb.     Discharged,  407. 

.S98    Lamphear,  George  W.— Died  in  Audersonville  prison  ;  mentioned  :li) ;. 

*<!t9    Laurence.  AVjram— Died  in  service,  olfi. 

Lord,  Henry— Promoted  to  Quartermaster  Sergeant :  see  No.  'i. 
'.too    Ix)wry,  Morris  R. — Mentioned,  4i4. 
!K)1    Lutz,  Ernst— Died  in  service,  216. 
•102    Lyman.  George  VV.— Conneaut,  O. 
W.i    Lyman,  Henry— Conneaut,  O.     Wounded.  242. 

Maltby,  Charles  M. — Sergeant  and  Lieutenant  ;  see  No.  Mfi. 
'.KM    Masters,  G.  Henry— Prospect,  O     Portrait.  :!u6:  mentioned,  414.  l:;7.  U'.i 
'.IO.J     Masters.  .Joseph  D.— Thompson.  Neb.     J'ortrait.  :!07 :  mentioned.  lU.  4;: 
••06    McColIum.  George— Killed  in  battle.  2:;().  'JSI. 

Mathews.  Daniel  W.— Corporal,  see  No.  s6.>. 
'J07    Meeker,  Charles— Mentioned,  4  4. 
•.108    Meuen.  .lacob— Mentioned.  414. 
<.I09     Miller,  \Villiam  H.— Killed  In  battle,  2(i(i. 

'.ilO    Molcr,  David— Wounded,  242:  porfrait,  :i70 :  mentioned.  414,  44(i. 
•Ill     I^Ioley.  .Ujseph— Missing,  Dec  16,  iSfi4,  at  Nashville  :  portrait.  4  Hi. 

Morgan,  Josiah  W.— Sergeant,  .see  No.  Sis. 
•IIJ    Orr.  Oscar- Pratt's  Fork,  O.     Portrait.  410  :  mentioned.  414. 
'.'i:;    Overmyer,  George — Mentioned,  414. 

Payne,"Oren  V.— Sergeant,  see  No.  .Sr)r. 

Porter,  .John — Sergeant.    See  No.  .S4ii. 

Rathbtirn,  .lohn  R.— Sergeant,  see  No.  .S.V2. 
'.114  Robinson,  Lewis  A. — Mentioned.  :U7,  4iiS. 
!il.T    Sanders,  Michael — Denver,  Col.    Mentioned.  II  I. 

Shaffer,  David— Corporal,  see  No.  S56. 

Sherer.  .lohn  F.— Sergeant,  see  No.  S'll. 
!il6    Sikes,  Herbert  V. — Jefferson,  O.    Portrait.  :'.74  :  mentioned.  :!s'i.  121.  l.'f 
017    Sleiuel.  William— Kille<l  in  battle,  230. 
OlM    Smith.  William— De  Graff,  O.    Portrait,  l;!.':  mentioned.  :!hs. 

St.  John.  Montezuma — Corporal :  see  No.  sxi. 
010    Swett,  Edmoiid — Lake  View.  Mich.    Wounded,  26_':  mentioned.  :;'.M 

020  Swett,  John -Died  of  wounds,  '262. 

021  Swift,  Horace  F.— Died  at  Sheflield.  O.     Meutioueil.  414. 
•122    Walch,  Joseph— Cleveland.  O.    Mentioned,  3Ss. 

02.'i    Walker,  Henry  A.— Died  of  wounds,  365.  36'j. 
0'24     Warner,  John — Mentioned,  414. 

Welling,  Henry — Corporal ;  see  No.  yidl. 
'.I2."i    Welling,  William— Wounded,  3.")4  ;  mentioned.  414. 

926  Warren.  Henry — Jefferson,  O.    Portrait,  43'_':  mentioned.  114. 
Wetzel,  .lames— Sergeant :  see  No.  SI7. 

927  Willis   Franci.s— Killed  in  battle,  36.').  3«i. 

028    Woolev,  Ira— Mountville,  O.    Portrait.  3Si:  mentioned.  41 1. 
920    Wolcott,  Ferris— Mentioned.  303. 
0-30     Young,  William  — Mentioned.  414. 


NOTK.— Only  men  whu  scrvi'd  witli  tin'  rpv'iuiiiit  iifti  r  Uaviiif;  (lliio  arc  inclmliii  rtlxive.      See  pp. 


FOURTH  AR:\IY  CORPS 

In  Atlanta  Campaign. 

-Ma.t.  Gen.  Oliver  O.  Howakd,  comd'g  to  July  27.     Ma.t.  (;en.  David  S.  Stanley. 

FIRST   DIVISION. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  S.  Stanley,  to  .July  27.    Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  Kimball. 

First  Brigaik—Brig.  Geu.  Charles  Cruft,  to  June  10  ;  Col.  Isaac  M.  Kirby.  21st  Illi" 
iioi.s,  Maj.  J.  E.  Calloway,  to  Jtxne  21:  Capt.  W.  H.Jamison.  38th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col. 
W.  T.  Chapman.  .Slst  Indiana,  Col.  J.  T.  Smith.  81st  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  C.  Wheeler. 
1st  Kentucky,  mustered  out  in  June,  Col.  D.  A.  Envart.  2nd  Kentucky,  mustered  out  in 
June,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  R.  Hl'rd.  90th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  S.  X.  Yeoman.  101st  Ohio,  Col.  I.  M. 
KiRBY,  to  June  10;  Lieut.  Col.  B.  B.  McDanald. 

Second  Brigade.— Brig.  Gen.  W.  C.  Whitaker,  to  June  30  ;  Col.  Jacob  E.  Taylor.  96th 
Illinois,  Col.  T.  E.  Champion,  wounded;  Maj.  George  Hicks.  115th  Illinois,  Col.  J.  H. 
Moore.  35th  Indiana,  Maj.  J.  P.  Duffley,  killed;  Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Ta.ssin.  84th  Indiana, 
I. lent.  Col.  A.  J.  Neff:  Capt.  J.  C.  Taylor.  21st  Kentucky,  Col.  S.W.Price,  wounde<l ; 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  Evans.  40th  Ohio,  Col.  J.  E.  Taylor  :  Capt.  C.  G.  Matchett,  wounded ; 
Capt.  M.  Kemper.  45th  Ohio,  transferred  from  Twenty-third  Corps  June  22,  Capt.  J.  H. 
HiMPHREY.  51st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  E.  Cummins:  Capt.  1.  A.  Bope.  itOth  Ohio,  trans- 
ferred to  Twenty-third  Corps  June  22. 

Third  Brigade. — Brig.  <Jen.  William  (Ikose  ;  Col.  J.  E.  Bennett.  59th  Illinois,  CoL 
P.  Sidney  Post.  75th  Illinois,  Col.  J.  E.  Bennett;  Lieut.  Col.  W.  M.  Kilgour.  80th  Illi 
uois,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  M.  Kilgour,  to  June  7:  Maj.  J.  M.  Stookey.  84th  Illinois,  Col.  L.  H. 
Waters.  9th  Indiana,  Col.  I.  C.  B.  Suman.  30th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  O.  D.  Hurd.  36th 
Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  O.  H.  P.  Carey.  77th  Pennsylvania,  Capt.  J.  J.  Lawson,  to  June  7; 
Col.  Thomas  E.  Rose. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  Newton. 

First  Brigade.— Col.  F.  T.  Sherman,  to  May  22;  Brig.  Gen.  N.  Kimball,  to  August  4  : 
Col.  Emer.son  Opdycke.  o6th  Illinois;  Col.  Silas  Miller,  mortally  wounded  June  27  ; 
Capt.  J.  B.  McNeal,  to  August  24:  Lieut.  Col.  P.  C.  Ol.son.  44th  Illinois,  Col.  W.  W. 
Barrett:  Lieut.  Col.  John  Russell.  73rd  Illinois,  Maj. T.  W.  Motherspaw.  74th  Illinois, 
Col.  J.  ;Map,.sh,  to  June  10  :  Lieut.  Col.  James  B.  Kerr,  mortally  wounded,  June  27  :  Capt. 
T.  J.  Bryan.  88th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  George  W.  Chandler,  killed:  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W. 
Smith.  2nd  Missouri,  Col.  B.  Laiboldt.  15th  Missouri,  Col.  J.  Conrad.  24th  Wisconsin 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  S.  West,  wounded ;  Maj.  Arthur  McArthur. 

Second  Brigade.— lirig.  Gen.  Geor<;e  D.  Wagner  ;  Col.  J.  W.  Blake,  from  July  10  to 
25  :  Brig.  Gen.  George  D.  Wagner.  100th  Illinois,  Col.  F.  A.  Bartleson,  killed  ;  Maj.  C.  M. 
Hammond.  40th  Indiana,  Col.  J.  W.  Blake;  Lieut.  Col.  H.  Leaming.  57th  Indiana, 
Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Lennard,  killed:  Lieut.  Col.  Willis  Blanch.  2Sth  Kentucky,  Lieut - 
Col.  J.  R.  Boone,  wounded :  Maj.  G.  W.  Barth.  2f)th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  .S(H"ikes,  sick 
.June  19  to  July  5:  Maj.  N.  T.  Peatman,  wounded  :  Capt.  L.D.Adair:  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H 
INQUIRES.    97th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Milton  Barnes,  to  June  10;  Col.  J.  Q.  Lane. 


SECOND  m\'li<lOS .—  Coiitiiiiifd . 

Thinl  Brifjiidi .—Brig.  Gen.  Chaki.es  G.  Hakkek.  killed  :  Brig.  Gkn.  Luther  P.  Bkau- 
LEY.  22nd  Illiuois,  mustered  out  in  June,  Lieut.  Col.  F.  Swanwick.  27th  Illiuois,  mu.s- 
tered  out  iu  August,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  A.  ScH>riTT.  42nd  Illiuois,  Lieut.  Col.  E.  D.  Swaix, 
wounded  :  Capt.  J.  W.  Richards;  Maj.  F.  A.  Atwater,  from  August  8.  51st  Illinois,  Col. 
L.  P.  Bradley:  Capt.  T.  F.  Browx;  Capt.  A.  M.  Tilton.  79th  Illinois,  Col.  Allen  Buck- 
XER,  wounded:  Lieut.  Col.  H.  E.  Rives:  Maj.  Terre>X'E  Clark:  Capt.  O.  O.  Bagley: 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  Clark.  3rd  Kentucky,  Col.  H.  C.  Duxlap  :  Capt.  John  \V.  Ti-ttle:  Colonel 
DrxLAP.  64th  Ohio,  Col.  A.  McIlvaix,  killed:  Maj.  S.  L.  Coulter;  Lieut.  Col.  R.  C. 
Browx.  (i-'ith  Ohio.  Lieut.  Col.  H.  N.  Whitbeck.  wounded  ;  Capt.  C.  O.  Taxxehill;  Maj. 
Orlow  S.mith.    125th  Ohio,  Col.  E.mer.sox  Opdycke  ;  Lt.  Col.  David  H.  Moore,  from  May  14. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Bp.ig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Wood. 

Fhst  Bn'iiai If:.— Brig.  Gen.  August  Willich,  wounded  ;  Col.  William  H.  Gibsox  ;  Col. 
C.  T.  HoTCHKiss.  2.5th  Ililuois,  Col.  R.  H.  Nodixe.  35th  Illiuois,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  P.  Chan- 
dler. 89th  Illinois,  Col.  C.  T.  Hotchkiss;  Lieut.  Col.  W.  D.  Williams,  :32nd  Indiana,  Col. 
F.  Erdelmeyer.  Sth  Kansas,  Col.  John  A.  Martin,  to  Aug.  1 ;  Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  Graham. 
1.5th  Ohio,  Col.  William  Wallace;  Lieut.  Col.  Frank  Askew.  49th  Ohio,  Col.  W.  H. 
Gibson  ;  Lieut.  Col.  S.  F.  Gray.  15th  Wisconsin,  Maj.  George  Wiusqn.  to  .luly  24  :  Lieut. 
■  Col.  O.  C.  Johnson. 

Secojid  Iin{ia'Ic.-Brig.  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen,  to  August  17:  Col.  O.  H.  Payxe:  Col.  P. 
Sidney  Post.  6th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  D.  Campbell.  .5th  Kentucky,  Col.  W.  W.  Berry. 
6th  Kentucky,  Maj.  R.  T.  Whitaker  :  Capt.  I.  N.  Johnston.  2.3rd  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  C. 
Foy,  wounded;  Maj.  G.  W.  Northup.  1st  Ohio,  Maj.  J.  A.  Stafford.  6th  Ohio,  Col. 
N.  L.  Anderson.  41st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  L.  Kimberly.  93rd  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel 
Bowman  :  124th  Ohio,  Col.  O.  H.  Payne;  Lieut.  Col.  Jame.s  Pickakds;  Col.  O.  H.  Payxe. 

Third  Brigade.— Brig.  Gen.  S.  Beatty  ;  Col.  Frederick  Knefler.  79th  Indiana,  Col. 
F.  Knefler:  Lieut.  Col.  S.  Oyler,  to  June  28:  Maj.  George  W.  Parker,  wounded;  Capt. 
J.  G.  Dunbar,  captured:  Capt.  E.  F.  Ritter.  86th  Indiana,  Col.  George  F.  Dick.  9th 
Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  D.  B.\iley,  to  June  28:  Col.  George  H.  Cram.  17th  Kentucky, 
Col.  A.  M.  Stout.  13th  Ohio,  Col.  Dwight  Jarvis,  Jr.,  to  May  23 ;  Maj.  J.  T.  Sxider.  19th 
Ohio,  Col.  Charles  F.  Mandersox,  wounded  ;  Lieut.  Col.  H.  G.  Strattox.  .59th  Ohio, 
Col.  Graxville  A.  Frambes,  captured :  Capt.  C.  A.  Sheafe,  to  June  26;  Capt.  J.  L.  Watsox  : 
Capt.  R.  H.  HiGGiNS. 

Artillery  Brigade.— Ma.}.  Thomas  Osborn  :  Capt.  Lyman  Bridge.s.  Battery  M,  1st  Illi- 
nois Light,  Capt.  George  W.  Spencer.  Bridges'  Battery,  Illinois  Light,  Lieut.  L.  A. 
White.  .5th  Battery,  Indiana  Light,  Capt.  A.  Morrison.  Battery  A,  1st  Ohio  Light,  Capt. 
Wilbur  F.  Goodspeed.  Battery  M,  1st  Ohio  Light,  Capt.  F.  Schultz.  6th  Battery,  Ohio 
Light.  Cai>t.  Cullen  Bradley.    Battery  B,  Pennsylvania  Light,  Capt.  Jacob  Ziegler. 


FOURTH  AKMY  CORPS 
At  Franklin  and  Xashvili.e. 

1.  Maj.  Gen.  David  S.  Stanley*,  Com'dg.    ■>.  Bkig.  Ge>.  Thomas  J.  Wood,  Com'dg. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  Kimball. 

First  Brigade.— Co\.  Isaac  M.  Kirby.  21.st  Illinois,  Capt.  \V.  H.  Jamison  ;  :'.8th  Illiuois, 
€aj)t.  A.  M.  Pollard  ;  31st  Indiaua,  Col.  John  T.  S.mith  :  81st  Indiana,  Maj.  E.  G.  Mathey  ; 
90th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  S.  N.  Yeoman;  101st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  B.  B.  McDanald. 

Second  Brigade.— Brig.  Gen.  W.  C.  Whitaker.  Wth  Illinois.  Maj.  George  Hicks; 
115th  Illinois.  Col.  J.  H.  Moore;  %th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  G.  Tassin  ;  21st  Kentucky, 
Lieut.  Col.  J.  C.  Evans;  23rd  Kentucky,  Lieut.  Col.  G.  W.  Northup;  40th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col. 
James  Watson  ;  4.5th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  H.  Humphrey  :  51st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  H.  Wood. 

Third  Brigade.— Brig.  Gen.  William  Grose.  75th  Illinois,  Col.  John  E.  Bennett; 
80th  Illiuois,  Capt.  J.  Cunningham;  84th  Illinois,  Col.  L.  H.  Waters*,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  H 
Morton:  9th  Indiaua,  Col.  I.  C.  B.  Suman;  .30th  Indiana,  Capt.  H.  W.  Lawtou  ;  .S4th  In- 
diana, Maj.  John  C.  Taylor;  77th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Thomas  E.  Ro.se. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  George  D.  Wagner  ;  Brig.  Gen.  W.  L.  ELLioTTft- 

First  Brigade.— Co].  Emerson  Oi'DVcke.  36th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  P.  C.  Olsen^,  Maj. 
L.  P.  HoLDEN  i88tli  Illinnisi ;  44tli  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Rus.sell,  CajjI.  A.  W.  (lark; 
73rd  Illinois,  Maj.  Thomas  W.  M<ithekspa\v+,  Capt.  Wilson  Burroughs;  74th  and  8sth  Illi- 
uois. Lieut.  Col.  Geoi:ge  W.  Smith;  125th  Ohio,  ('apt.  E.  P.Bates,  Maj.  Joseph  Bruff: 
24th  Wisconsin,  Maj.  Arthur  McArthurIU  Capt.  E.  B.  Parsons,  Capt.  William  Kennedy'. 

Second  Brigade.— Col.  John  Q.  Lane.  100th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  C.  M.  Hammond; 
40th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Le.vming  ;  .57th  Indiana.  Lieut.  Col.  Willis  BlanchJ,  Maj. 
John  S.  McGraw  ;  28th  Keiituckv.  Maj.  George  W.  Barth,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  Rowan  Boone; 
26th  Ohio,  Capt.  Wm.  Clark  ;  97th'  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Milton  Barnes§,  Capt.  C.  C.  Nichols. 

Third  Brigade.— Brig.  Gen.  L.  P.  Bradley^  :'.  Col.  Joseph  Conrad.    42nd  Illiuois,  Maj. 

F.  A.  Atwater,  Lieut.  Col.  Edgar  D.  Swain  ;  51st  Illinois,  Capt.  A.  M.  TiltonL  Capt.  M.  B. 
Atwater,  Capt.  A.  M.  Tilton;  79th  Illinois,  Col.  Allen  Buckner;  15th  Missouri,  Col.  J. 
Conrad.  Capt.  Geo.  Ernst  ;  64th  Ohio,  Lt.  Col.  R.  C.  Brown ;  65th  Ohio,  Maj.  Orlow  Smith. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  J.  Wood  ;  Brig.  Gen.  Sami'el  Beatty. 

Firsl  Brigade.— Col.  Abel  D.  Streight.  89th  Illinois,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  D.  Williams; 
51st  Indiana,  Capt.  W.  W.  Scearce  ;  8th  Kan.sas,  Lieut.  Col.  John  Conover  :  15th  Ohio, 
Col.  Frank  .\skew^,  Lieut.  Col.  John  McClenahan  :  49th  Ohio,  Maj.  L.  M.  Strong^,  Capt. 
Daniel  Hartsough. 

Second  Brigadc.—Co\.  P.  S.  PosTi,,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  L.  Kimberly.  .59th  Illinois,  Maj.  Jas. 
M.  Stookey  ;  41st  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  R.  L.  Kimberly,  Capt.  E.  Dunha.m;  71st  Ohio,  Lieut. 
Col.  James  H.  HartI;,  Capt.  W.  H.  McClure;  93rd  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Bow.man  ;  124th 
Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  James  Pkk.\nds. 

Third  Brigade.— Brig.  Gen.  S.  Beatty,  Col.  F.  Knefleh.    79th  Indiana.  Lieut.  Col. 

G.  W.  Parker;  Sfith  Indiana.  Col.  George  F.  Dick;  13th  Ohio,  Maj.  Joseph  T.  Snider; 
19th  Ohio,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  G.  Stratton. 

Artillfry  Brigade.— Cdpi.  Lyman  Bridge.S"',  Maj.  Wilbur  F.  GfioDspEEOft-  Bridges' 
Battery,  Illinois  Light-'";  'JSth  Battery,  Indiana  Light;  Battery  E,  1st  Michigan  Light  ; 
Battery  A,  1st  Ohio  Light—;  6th  Battery,  Ohio  Light;  20th  Battery,  Ohio  Light-';  Bat- 
tery B,  Pennsylvania  Light  :  Battery  M,4th  r.  S.  .\rtillery. 


ed  at  _ 
Nashville. 


»  Wounded  at  Franklin;  t  temi"irari!.v  attached ;  t  killed  at  Franklin :  |l  wounded  at  Franklin;  .S  wound- 
Xashville;  'i  wounded  at  Sprintt  Hill;  »»  at  Franklin,  not  engaged  at  Nashville,  tt  in  command  at 
•ille. 


^^ 


